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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
 

MAY 

Friday 5th 
HMAS Castlemaine 

Grade 6’s 
 

Tues 9th - Thurs 11th 
NAPLAN 

 
Thursday 11th 

Mother’s Day Stall 
 

Wednesday 17th 
Choir Rehearsal for 
Hamer Hall Concert/ 

1/2’s STARLAB Incursion 
 

Thursday 18th 
GRANDPARENT’S DAY 

 
Friday 26th 

Choir Rehearsal for 
Hamer Hall Concert/ 

District Cross Country -  
Crystalbrooke 

(selected students only) 
 

Monday 29th 
Prep Excursion to 
Chesterfield Farm 

 
Tuesday 30th 

Choir Rehearsals & 
Concert @ Hamer Hall 

 
 
 
 

ATTITUDES TO SCHOOLING SURVEY 
The Student Attitudes to School Survey will be completed by all 
Year 4 – Year 6 students from May 22

nd
 to June 23rd. The overall 

objective of the annual Attitudes to School Survey is to collect data 
about the opinions of students from Years 4 to 12 to assist schools 
with planning, developing curriculum and improving student 
outcomes. 
 
The survey assists schools to gain an understanding of students’ 
perceptions and their experience of school. It provides schools with 
valuable data on students’ views of their wellbeing, teaching, 
learning and school in general. How our students feel at school and 
how engaged they are in their work is extremely important to us at 
school and is analysed carefully by school Staff. 
 
GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
As we get closer, I’ll keep reminding you that we have the 2017 
Grandparents day on Thursday May 18. 
This year, due to the extra grades that we have at our school, we 
have made some changes to the format. With so many people 
attending, actually seeing the children perform has been 
problematic. Therefore, we have split the concert. 
We will run the concert for Prep grandparents only at 10:45am in the 
hall. This will be followed by a morning tea for all Grandparents at 
11:00am. 
At 11:30am, we will run the junior school concert for grade 1/2 
grandparents. 
Outside of the concerts, grandparents are invited to spend time with 
their grandchildren between 10:45am and 1:00pm. 
Unlike other years, the school will not run a BBQ lunch. We 
encourage grandparents, if they wish to stay for lunch with their 
grandchild, to bring along a hamper and if it’s a nice day, a picnic 
rug and use our lovely grounds.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to having lots of visitors in our school on May 18th. 
 
PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 
Keep the entries coming in! 
The challenge is used as a means to promote the importance of reading among students in    
Victorian schools and to encourage families and parents to be more involved with supporting  
children’s reading, in and beyond school.  
Details of the Challenge are available at www.education.vic.gov.au/prc. 
You need to complete the request for a user name and password.  
Once I have this, your password will be sent home. 
The number of books required to have been read per year level is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTHERS DAY STALL 
All students will be given the opportunity to shop at the fabulous 
Mother’s Day Stall in the spare classroom in the grade 1/2 building 
on Thursday 11

th
  May. There is a huge range of items priced from 

$1 to $5. All students can bring up to $10 to buy their 2 items. 
All presents are wrapped but please bring some money and a bag to 
hide your shopping in!  
 
INFORMATION NIGHT FOR NEW PARENTS 2018 AND PREP 2018 
On Tuesday evening, we had 16 families who came along to hear what Tecoma PS has to offer 
families looking to enrol their child. We limited the advertising of this evening to the Tecoma Pre- 
School along with the Belgrave Pre-School and the Sherbrooke Centre.  
There has been a huge interest in Prep for 2018, so much so that the number of families who 
have submitted enrolment forms match what we have in the Prep centre currently.  
Bearing in mind it is only May, I need to remind parents of children with a Prep aged child in 2018 
who have older siblings in the school that if you intend to enrol, we ask that you please do so as 
soon as possible.  
  
Enrolment forms can be downloaded from our website or you can pick one up from the front    
office.   
 
 

Time Event Where For who? 

10:45am Prep concert Hall Prep Grandparents 

11:00am -11:30am Morning tea Grade1/2 building or 
lower basketball court 
if it’s a nice day 

All Grandparents 

11:30am -12:00pm Grade 1/2 concert Hall Grade 1/2 Grandparents 

12:00pm -1:00pm Classroom visits Each child’s classroom All Grandparents 

If you are in: You must read: 
This many must be from the 

Challenge booklist: 

Prep 30 20 or more 

Year 1 30 20 or more 

Year 2 30 20 or more 

Year 3 15 10 or more 

Year 4 15 10 or more 

Year 5 15 10 or more 

Year 6 15 10 or more 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


Helping students get ready for the NAPLAN tests 
By Michael Grose- www.parentingideas.com.au 

 
The most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from 
the challenges presented to them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning 
experiences rather than dreaded pressure tests.  
 
During the second week of May Australian children in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will take part in the   
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). The stated purpose of this 
testing program is to gain an overall picture of educational attainment levels to assist education 
policy and decision-making.  
 
The program, first implemented in 2008, has drawn some criticism from a number of different 
quarters, particularly in regard to the use of the information gained through the NAPLAN tests. 
You’ve probably heard a number of different viewpoints expressed in the media over the last few 
weeks.  
 
One view commonly put forward is that the NAPLAN tests put undue pressure on children to    
perform in test situations. If so, then perhaps the best approach for parents and teachers is to 
help them handle the pressure rather than avoid it. The most resilient children and young people 
are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from the challenges presented to them. Perhaps 
it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning experiences rather than dreaded pressure 
tests.  
 
Children and young people take their cues from their parents about how to handle many          
situations. American psychologist Martin Seligman discovered more than a decade ago, through 
his research into children’s thinking styles, how closely a child’s explanatory style mimics that of 
the parent they spend most time around. Optimistic parents beget optimistic kids, just as anxious 
parents can beget anxious kids. The impact of a parent’s explanatory style seems to be         
magnified somehow in small families where there are fewer voices to be heard.  
 
As a parent it helps your child, if you take a positive view of the NAPLAN tests. It’s better to see 
them as learning opportunities for kids as well as opportunities to overcome any anxieties or 
nerves that these tests may bring on. It’s also worth remembering that many children don’t stress 
over these tests. The vast majority take them in their stride, wondering what all the fuss is about.  
 
Whether your child stresses or takes them in his stride here are some tips to help prepare 
for the NAPLAN tests:  
 
1 Take your cues from your child: If your child doesn ’t worry about them then neither should 
you. Be careful not to create a problem that doesn’t exist by incessantly talking about, or worse, 
worrying about the test.  
 
2 Focus on doing their best and trying hard: Choose your words carefully when you speak 
with your kids. As with all their learning activities place your focus squarely on effort rather than 
results. The only pressure on kids should be to try hard rather than to do well.  
 
3 Listen to any concerns they have: If your child confesses to some nerves then validate 
their feelings, rather than shut them down with a ‘get over it’ response. “Yes, sometimes tests can 
be a little scary, but they get easier every time you take them.” Use this as an opportunity to     
develop some emotional smarts, which starts with recognising how kids feel.  
 
4 Give them some relaxation ideas: Anxious or nervous kids will benefit from some simple 
relaxation strategies. Taking some deep breaths, changing their thinking and exercising the 
morning of the test are some simple ways to help kids get some feeling of control.  
 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/


5 Help them retain their perspective: One way to help children who become excessively 
anxious about an event is to ask what’s the worst thing that could happen? Okay, they may not 
do as well as they would like but the sun will still rise tomorrow, regardless of how well they do. 
Keeping perspective is a life skill that we all need to practise.  
 
A positive, caring parent attitude is one of the best gifts you can give a child when they are       
apprehensive or nervous about approaching any different situation whether it’s going on school 
camp, joining a new club or sitting a NAPLAN test.  
 
KIDSMATTER: SOCIAL MEDIA 
Primary-age children are connected, mobile and social. We see the evidence 
of this every day with our own eyes – children appear to be going online 
younger and younger, with the rapid uptake of tablets and other touch screen 
devices.   
 
What do primary-aged children do online? 
 
Even at this young age children are avid social media users. Forty-five per cent of 8 to 11 year 
olds use social networking sites. For the 8 to 11 year olds the top four sites are YouTube, Moshi 
Monsters, Club Penguin and Facebook, with the most popular activities being playing games,   
private messaging, posting comments and posting their own status updates. In other words, they 
‘like’, they post, and they share just the same as their older counterparts. 
Social media can be a useful tool to keep in contact with friends and family. However, we need to 
be mindful of what information is shared and with whom.   
 
Some tips for parents include: 
 
 talk to your child about staying safe as soon as they start becoming active in the online 

world, and keep the discussion open as they grow up, to make the dialogue part of         
everyday parenting life. 

 monitor children’s time online, particularly younger children. 
 set house rules – what’s okay to do and what’s not, how much time is ‘online’ time and what 

kind of personal information is okay to make public. 
 consider using filters or other technological tools to help limit exposure to potentially harmful 

or distressing material. 
 find out what children are up to; create your own accounts and play with the services they 

are using so that you become familiar with the privacy settings and reporting mechanisms. 
 model the kind of positive online behaviour you would like them to use.  
 
To stay safe on line, children need to consider the following: 
 
 Check the age restrictions; most social media sites are for 13 yrs plus.  
 Make sure your profile is set to private on all social networking sites.  
 Only accept friend requests from people you know and trust.  
 Don’t upload personal information such as your address and birthday.  
 Learn to block offensive users.  
 Delete any unused accounts.  
 Always sign out when you have finished. 
 Avoid using public/shared computers.  
 Talk with a trusted adult if you have any concerns. 
 
More information can be found at: https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/health-and-community/
enewsletter/kids-online-statistics 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/About%20Cybersmart/Research/ACMA%20research.aspx#connected
http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/About%20Cybersmart/Research/ACMA%20research.aspx#connected
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/health-and-community/enewsletter/kids-online-statistics
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/health-and-community/enewsletter/kids-online-statistics


OFFICE NEWS  

 Term 2 Levies were sent home yesterday. The costs are as follows: 

  Prep   $22 

  Grades 1/2  $8 

  Grades 3/4  $30 

  Grades 5  $16 

  Grades 6  $67 

 Mother’s Day Stall is next Thursday, May 11th. All items are between $1 and $5. Children 
are allowed to bring $10 to buy 2 items. 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards, 
 Reminded students of the cross country this Wednesday, 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements including some boys and girls who played 

on the MCG over the weekend and represented our school in horse riding. 
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
TERM 2 CURRICULUM 
 
Last week all teams completed their Planning Days and I am now able to give you a brief      
overview of what your child will be focusing on in their Inquiry Unit this term.  Through our whole 
school concept of INTERDEPENDENCE: 
 
Preps: 
ANIMALS - ‘All Creatures Great and Small’, students will discover the answers to the following 
questions: 
 

 What is an animal? 

 What is a life cycle? 

 Where do animals live?  How do habitats differ? 

 How do we look after animals?  What do animals need to survive? 

 Who is food for who? 

 What is the difference between extinct and endangered? 

 What problems do animals encounter? 
  
 
Year 1 & 2: 
SPACE – ‘To Infinity and Beyond’, students will be exploring the following questions: 
 

 Why is there human life on Earth and not on other planets within our Solar System? 

 What is it on other planets that prohibit life? 

 Where do we fit in our Solar System? 

 What are the names of the planets and their features? 
 
Year 3 & 4: 
HABITATS – ‘Circle of Life’, where students will be delving further to learn: 
 

 What are the individual features of various habitats? 

 What affects do humans have on habitats? (Pollution/introduced species) 

 What is a food web? 

 How have animals/plants had to adapt to changes in their environments? 

 What are humans doing to help preserve/promote/conserve/protect the ecology of the 
earth? 

 
Year 5 & 6: 

‘A Whole New World’ - students will research and explore the following areas: 
 

 What are continents and where are our major oceans? 

 How can lines of latitude and longitude be used to inform us about different environments? 

 What is the impact of tectonic plates and how are communities living on fault lines           
affected? 

 Who lives in tundra, savannah, tropical rainforests, temperate rainforest and desert          
environments and how does the terrain affect their lives? 

 How is the environment of South East Asia different from Australia and how does this affect 
the people living there? 

 Can you create your own country using the knowledge you have gained about the earth 
and its resources? 

 



PARENT HELPERS 
 
It is great to see the number of parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles who have committed 
themselves to be working in our classrooms...THANK YOU SO VERY, VERY MUCH!  
We genuinely appreciate your involvement in our school and I know all the staff and the students 
are really excited about you coming in and working with us. 
If you have the time, we would love to see you, too!   
Please catch up with your child’s classroom teacher to arrange a time when you can come in 
and help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM 
 
It has been brought to my attention that there is a query as to whether black leggings are part of 
the winter school uniform?  The answer is YES, as long as they are worn under a skirt/skort/
dress, and not worn on their own.  The uniform for winter is as follows: 
 

 Red Windcheater or red and green Bomber Jacket  

 Green Pinafore Dress 

 

This year we will be continuing to provide the services of a psychologist from 

BRAVE HQ to work at the school, providing on-site bulk billed counselling    

services to our students. 
  

This service is confidential and offered to all students. 
Possible reasons to access this service for your child are: 

  

 Behavioural concerns, both at school and at home 

 Emotional problems such as anxiety, grief, depression, low self-esteem 

 School refusal 

 Family issues, such as separation/divorce, parenting difficulties,          

parent-child or sibling relationships 

 Peer and social issues including bullying, peer relationships and social 

skills 

 Developmental and academic concerns where appropriate. 

  

To find out more about this service please pop in and see me to find out 

more. 

  



 Red Polo Shirt (long or short sleeve) 

 Green Tracksuit Pants 

 Green Bootleg Pants 

 Black or white socks, bottle green tights or black leggings 

 Black school shoes or black or white runners  
 
EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
The Education Subcommittee will be meeting for the first time this year on Tuesday 9

th
 May at 

6:30pm. This meeting will go for approximately 1 hour. 
If you would like to be involved in the policy writing and the policy reviewing process at Tecoma 
Primary School you are welcome to attend.  Please let me know if you would like to be a      
member of this subcommittee (ASAP) so that I can send some pre-reading home for you to     
digest and make comment on, prior to our meeting.  I look forward to seeing you there. 
Can’t make it at this time...do not despair...as with previous years; you are also invited to provide 
feedback and input about our school policies.  If you would like to one of our ‘distant’ members, 
please let me know. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Regards 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
"Don't limit yourself. Many people limit themselves to what they think they can do. You can go as 
far as your mind lets you. What you believe, you can achieve."      -- Mary Kay Ash 
 

Inter-House Cross Country 

Well done to all our Prep to 6 students who participated in Tecoma’s inter-house 

cross country run on Wednesday. It was great to see so many students get into the 

house spirit and wear team colours to the event.  

The top 8 students (from grade 3 to 6) in the 9/10, 11 and 12/13 age groups will now 

go on to represent our school at The Sherbrooke District Cross Country Carnival   

taking place at Crystalbrooke Park at Cardinia Reservoir on Friday 26th May. 

I would like to say a huge thank-you to all our parents who volunteered their time to 

man the race course as well as year 11 and 12 students from Upwey High School who 

ran with the kids. Without their help events like this would not be possible.  

The house results for 2017 are as follows: 

1st Mungarie  

2nd Binowee 

3rd Karee (yellow!) 

4th Alinta 

Well Done Everyone! 



2017 Tecoma Cross Country 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep M Josie W Josie was a little bit nervous to run the cross country. I was so impressed 
when I saw her overcome her fears and run around the track with a smile 

on her face. You should be very proud of yourself Josie.                               
I knew you could do it! 

Prep W Jack C Jack has put in a great effort to settle in to life at Tecoma. He has quickly 
made friends and learnt our classroom routines. Jack, you’ve become a 

valued member of Prep W and we’re all enjoying having you in our class.   

1P Jarvis G For the incredible work ethic that Jarvis displays during all work sessions 
and his caring nature and patient manner when assisting other students. 

A fabulous attitude and a great role model Jarvis! 
1P Coco B For the dedicated approach that Coco always takes towards all her school 

work and learning. She is a tremendous role model for others in the class. 
Wonderful work Coco! 

1R Sebastian K Sebastian, you should be so proud of how hard you have worked on your 
handwriting and spelling. I have been so impressed with your 

improvements and determination to succeed. Fantastic work Sebi. 

2C Riley J Riley is such a super star! He has read every single night of the school year 
so far, including school holidays and has already made it to 75 nights! Riley 

applies this determination to all of his school work and is making 
wonderful progress. Keep bringing your positive attitude and happy smile 

to school every day Riley. We love having you in 2C. 

2N Nayara N Congratulations Nayara,  you are a reading star.  You have set up excellent 
reading routines at home and are the first person in 2N to reach 75 nights 

of reading. A fantastic effort.   
And remember, keep reading, reading, reading! 

2R Michael R Well done Michael on the amazing effort you have put into making good 
choices during working time and while sitting on the mat. 

Keep it up! 

3GP Eve C Eve always listens carefully during focussed instruction time and then does 
her very best to practise and apply new skills. 

3W Carus G For being willing to tackle every task to his best ability in class and having 
the good sense to ask for help when he needs it.  This approach to learning 

will be a great help to you Carus. Well done. 
3W Jasmine T Jasmine is super organised at school and is quite an independent learner 

who is working very hard.  She is also a wonderful supportive friend and 
very encouraging of others.  Such a positive role model.                         

Well done Jasmine.  
4D Billie L For being a kind and caring member of our class. Billie is always willing to 

help those students around her. Congratulations Billie.   

4D Faith L For continuing to work hard during our maths sessions. Faith has taken 
ownership of her learning and will often set goals to ensure she is 

continuing to achieve her goals. Congratulations Faith. 



4V Laila B For your beautiful ANZAC poem. You used the rhyming strategy to make 
each line in the verse rhyme, very impressive! Great job Laila! 

4V Griff H For using rhyme and imagery strategies to improve your wonderful 
ANZAC poem. Well done on your perseverance and creativity Griff! 

5G Shelby H Shelby’s confident participation in our class discussions has been 
wonderful.  It is lovely to see her eager to share her thoughts and ideas in a 
polite and respectful manner.  You are a well valued member of our Grade 

5 class Shelby.  Well done! 
5M Champsee Champsee has shown amazing effort in his reading and writing. He has 

worked hard on his writing task identifying how the author engages the 
reader and continued this effort during NAPLAN revision and reading 

sessions. Well done Champsee, keep up the good work.  

JAPANESE Bailey S Bailey-kun (Mr. Bailey) has been completing the tasks on time every time 
since Term 1 and collected 10 stamps this week!  Fantastic! 

すごい！(“Sugoi!”: Great job!)  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

 












