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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

DATES TO
REMEMBER
MAY
Friday 4th
Grade 6 Excursion HMAS Castlemaine
Arrive at school by
7:30am
Monday 7th
Curriculum Day
STUDENT FREE DAY
Wednesday 9th
Parent Network Meeting
Thursday 10th

Mother’s Day Stall
Friday 11th
Advanced Public
Speaking - Year 6’s
Tues 15th - Thurs 17th
NAPLAN
Grades 3 & 5
Wednesday 16th
Chesterfield Farm Prep
Excursion
Friday 18th
Advanced Public
Speaking - Year 6’s
Tuesday 22nd
GRANDPARENT’S DAY
10.45AM TO 1.00PM
NEVR Choir @ Hamer
Hall in the evening
(participating students
only)

PLEASE DON’T FORGET! PUPIL FREE DAY THIS MONDAY
Don’t forget our pupil free day for Monday May 7 is coming up. On
Monday, our whole staff will be undertaking a professional
development on the “SMART Spelling” program. Please ensure you
have plans for your children on this day.
NEW SCHOOL ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES
This week, new student attendance guidelines were announced by
the Victorian Government. From the end of Term 2 2018, all
Victorian government schools must contact parents/carers as soon
as practicable on the same-day of an unexplained student absence.
Protecting the safety and wellbeing of children through reporting and
monitoring of absenteeism is the responsibility of both parents/
carers and schools.
Parents and carers have an obligation to notify the school of their
child’s absence as soon as possible on the day of absence using
our school’s preferred method, through our Flexibuzz app or by
email.
The same-day notification requirement supports the safety and
wellbeing of all students. Schools need to know when and why a
child is absent and parents/carers need to know if their child is not at
school. If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify
the school via Flexibuzz by 10:30am on the day of their
absence. Prompt communication also promotes daily school
attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important
part of a child’s education. Children
young

For further information on attendance, including the new School
Attendance Guidelines, see the School Policy Advisory Guide.
GRANDPARENT’S DAY
A date to mark in your diary, 2018 Grandparent’s Day on Tuesday
May 22.
Due to the extra grades that we have at our school, last year we
made some changes to the format. With so many people attending,
actually seeing the children perform had been problematic.
Therefore, once again, we have split the concert.

We will run the concert for Prep grandparents only at 10:45am in the hall. This will be followed by
a morning tea for all Grandparents at 11:00am.
At 11:30am, we will run the junior school concert for grade 1/2 grandparents.
Outside of the concerts, grandparents are invited to spend time with their grandchildren between
10:45am and 1:00pm.
Unlike other years, the school will not run a BBQ lunch. We encourage grandparents, if they wish
to stay for lunch with their grandchild, to bring along a hamper and if it’s a nice day, a picnic rug
and use our lovely grounds.
Time

Event

Where

For who?

10.45am

Prep concert

Hall

Prep Grandparents

11-11.30am

Morning tea

Grade 1/2 building or
lower basketball court if
it’s a nice day

All Grandparents

11.30am-12pm

Grade 1/2 concert

Hall

Grade 1/2 Grandparents

12-1pm

Classroom visits

Each child’s classroom

All Grandparents

We look forward to having lots of visitors in our school on May 22.
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
Please keep your requests for a user name and password for the
Premier’s Reading Challenge coming in. Once we have received it, you
will receive the required information.

The Challenge encourages students to develop a lifelong love of reading
as well as developing important literacy skills. Students in Prep to Year 2
are challenged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books and students in Years 3
to 6 are challenged to read 15 books. If children are just learning to read,
you can help them to ‘experience’ books by reading to, or with, them and
talking about the story, text and pictures.
For more information about the Challenge, visit the website at
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/
MOTHERS DAY STALL

All students will be given the opportunity to shop at the fabulous
Mother’s Day Stall on Thursday 10th May (please note the date has
changed). There is a large range of items priced from $1 to $5.
Children are allowed to bring up to $10. This year, we have provided
gift bags instead of the gifts being wrapped, but please bring some
money and a plastic bag to hide your shopping!

INFORMATION NIGHT FOR NEW PARENTS 2019 AND PREP 2019
On Tuesday evening, we had 8 families who came along to hear what Tecoma PS has to offer
families looking to enrol their child. We limited the advertising of this evening to the Tecoma
Pre School along with the Belgrave Pre School and the Sherbrooke Centre.
We currently have strong enrolments in Prep for 2019.
Bearing in mind it is only May, I need to remind parents of children with a Prep aged child in 2019
who have older siblings in the school that if you intend to enrol, we ask that you please do so as
soon as possible.

Helping students get ready for the NAPLAN tests
By Michael Grose- www.parentingideas.com.au

The most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from
the challenges presented to them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning
experiences rather than dreaded pressure tests.
During the third week of May Australian children in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will take part in the
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). The stated purpose of this
testing program is to gain an overall picture of educational attainment levels to assist education
policy and decision-making.
The program, first implemented in 2008, has drawn some criticism from a number of different
quarters, particularly in regard to the use of the information gained through the NAPLAN tests.
You’ve probably heard a number of different viewpoints expressed in the media over the last few
weeks.
One view commonly put forward is that the NAPLAN tests put undue pressure on children to
perform in test situations. If so, then perhaps the best approach for parents and teachers is to
help them handle the pressure rather than avoid it. The most resilient children and young people
are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from the challenges presented to them. Perhaps
it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning experiences rather than dreaded pressure
tests.
Children and young people take their cues from their parents about how to handle many
situations. American psychologist Martin Seligman discovered more than a decade ago, through
his research into children’s thinking styles, how closely a child’s explanatory style mimics that of
the parent they spend most time around. Optimistic parents beget optimistic kids, just as anxious
parents can beget anxious kids. The impact of a parent’s explanatory style seems to be
magnified somehow in small families where there are fewer voices to be heard.

As a parent it helps your child, if you take a positive view of the NAPLAN tests. It’s better to see
them as learning opportunities for kids as well as opportunities to overcome any anxieties or
nerves that these tests may bring on. It’s also worth remembering that many children don’t stress
over these tests. The vast majority take them in their stride, wondering what all the fuss is about.
Whether your child stresses or takes them in his stride, here are some tips to help prepare
for the NAPLAN tests:
1 Take your cues from your child: If your child doesn’t worry about them then neither should
you. Be careful not to create a problem that doesn’t exist by incessantly talking about, or worse,
worrying about the test.
2 Focus on doing their best and trying hard: Choose your words carefully when you speak
with your kids. As with all their learning activities place your focus squarely on effort rather than
results. The only pressure on kids should be to try hard rather than to do well.
3 Listen to any concerns they have: If your child confesses to some nerves then validate
their feelings, rather than shut them down with a ‘get over it’ response. “Yes, sometimes tests can
be a little scary, but they get easier every time you take them.” Use this as an opportunity to
develop some emotional smarts, which starts with recognising how kids feel.
4 Give them some relaxation ideas: Anxious or nervous kids will benefit from some simple
relaxation strategies. Taking some deep breaths, changing their thinking and exercising the
morning of the test are some simple ways to help kids get some feeling of control.

5 Help them retain their perspective: One way to help children who become excessively
anxious about an event is to ask what’s the worst thing that could happen? Okay, they may not
do as well as they would like but the sun will still rise tomorrow, regardless of how well they do.
Keeping perspective is a life skill that we all need to practise.
A positive, caring parent attitude is one of the best gifts you can give a child when they are
apprehensive or nervous about approaching any different situation whether it’s going on school
camp, joining a new club or sitting a NAPLAN test.
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE:





Handed out certificates to our Student of the Week award winners
Reminded everyone of the grade 6 leadership day to the Shrine of Remembrance in
Melbourne for the HMAS Castlemaine followed by a trip to Williamstown to the ship itself
Reminded everyone of next Monday’s Pupil Free Day
Presented Certificates to all our parents who completed the Classroom Helper’s Course.

See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

PARENTS - WE NEED
YOUR HELP!
If anyone is able to help
remove our damaged
Shade Sail, please see us
in the office.
Thanks in advance.

OFFICE NEWS


Term 2 Levies were sent out this week.
Please find costs below:




Prep

$25

Grade 1/2

$25

Grade 3/4

No Levy This Term :)

Grade 5

$20

Grade 6

$71

All Levies are now on Qkr!

ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent,
please notify the school via Flexibuzz by 10:30am on the day of
their absence.

Many thanks,
Karin, Heather & Anthea
The Office Gals

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS
Drums/Singing/Other Instruments
Jordan Scotney
0408 881 395
Guitar
Juan Aravena

0402 688 836

Piano
Amanda Collins

0478 166 709

Violin
Lore Burns

0431 224 262

NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE

NAPLAN
How does a Persuasive Text (which we looked at last week) differ from a Narrative?
The main purpose of a Narrative text type is to entertain through storytelling and to engage the
reader in an imaginative experience. Typical examples of narratives that children will encounter
take the form of fairy tales, myths and legends. Children’s creative writing experiences will often
take the form of narrative writing.
What elements make up a good Narrative?


The Plot: the sequence of events that take place in a story.



The Setting: the time and place in which the events of a story take place.



Characterisation: the methods used to present the personality of a character in a
narrative.



The Atmosphere: the general mood or feeling established in a piece of literature.



A point of view: who is narrating the story (2 main types: first person, Third Person)



The conflict: the central problem that drives the action of the story.

All our students are able to use many of the skills and strategies they have learned through our
Seven Steps to Writing Success program and we are quite confident that each child
would begin their narrative with a ‘sizzling start’!!!
Marking criterion

Description of narrative writing marking criterion

Audience

The writer’s capacity to orient, engage and affect the reader

Text structure

The organisation of narrative features including orientation,
complication and resolution into an appropriate and effective text
structure

Ideas

The creation, selection and crafting of ideas for a narrative

Character and setting

Character: The portrayal and development of character
Setting: The development of a sense of place, time and atmosphere

Vocabulary

The range and precision of contextually appropriate language
choices

Cohesion

The control of multiple threads and relationships across the text,
achieved through the use of grammatical elements (referring words,
text connectives, conjunctions) and lexical elements (substitutions,
repetitions, word associations)

Paragraphing

The segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists the reader to
negotiate the narrative

Sentence structure

The production of grammatically correct, structurally sound and
meaningful sentences

Punctuation

The use of correct and appropriate punctuation to aid the reading of
the text

Spelling

The accuracy of spelling and the difficulty of the words used

I hope you can continue developing these skills with your children at home (using the guide
above), and have them telling or retelling some exciting narratives and by having some ‘healthy
debates’ with them so that they can practise their persuasive skills with you.

NAPLAN Reading
In the English learning area of each State and Territory curriculum, students develop language
and literacy skills and then apply these skills across a full range of learning areas. The NAPLAN
reading tests measure literacy proficiency across the English learning area in line with the
Australian Curriculum: English.
These tests focus on the reading of written English. Knowledge and interpretation of language
conventions in context are also an important part of reading and are drawn upon in many
reading questions.
In the tests, students are provided with a magazine containing a range of texts that illustrate
different writing styles. Students read the texts provided, then answer related questions in a
separate booklet.
The skills demonstrated in reading are dependent on the complexity and accessibility of the text.
Typically students engage with more complex texts as their reading comprehension skills
improve.
There is a very wide range of reading ability levels at each school year level so the tests start
with simple, short texts and get increasingly longer and harder.
Year 3
In Year 3, reading texts tend to have predictable text and sentence structures. Words that may
be unfamiliar are explained in the writing or through the accompanying illustrations. Typically,
these texts use familiar, everyday language.

At the minimum standard, Year 3 students generally make some meaning from short texts, such
as stories and simple reports, which have some visual support. They make connections between
directly stated information and between text and pictures.
When reading simple imaginative texts, students can:






find directly stated information
connect ideas across sentences and paragraphs
interpret ideas, including some expressed in complex sentences
identify a sequence of events
infer the writer’s feelings.

When reading simple information texts, students can:








find directly stated information
connect an illustration with ideas in the text
locate a detail in the text
identify the meaning of a word in context
connect ideas within a sentence and across the text
identify the purpose of the text
identify conventions such as lists and those conventions used in a letter.

Year 5

In Year 5, reading texts may include a range of genre including biographies, autobiographies and
persuasive texts such as advertisements. Sentence structure may be varied. Some unfamiliar
vocabulary is included, particularly subject-specific words, but its use will be supported by text
and illustrations.
At the minimum standard, Year 5 students generally interpret ideas in simple texts and make
connections between ideas that are not stated. They identify the purpose of a text as well as
parts of a text such as diagrams and illustrations.
When reading a short narrative, students can:






locate directly stated information
connect and interpret ideas
recognise the relationship between text and illustrations
interpret the nature, behaviour and motivation of characters
identify cause and effect.

When reading an information text, students can:






locate directly stated information
connect ideas to identify cause and effect
identify the main purpose for the inclusion of specific information, diagrams and illustrations
identify the meaning of a phrase in context
infer the main idea of a paragraph.

When reading a biography or autobiography, students can:








connect ideas
identify the main purpose of the text
make inferences about the impact of an event on the narrator
interpret an idiomatic phrase or the meaning of a simple figurative expression.
When reading a persuasive text such as an advertisement, students can:
locate directly stated information
identify the main idea of a paragraph or the main message of the text.

Next week we will look at Language Conventions, which is also assessed in NAPLAN.
Enjoy your week
Di Double
Quote of the week:
'The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you.’
B.B. King

UNIFORM SHOP
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following
days:
Tuesday Morning

8:45am to 9:15am

Wednesday Afternoon

3:15pm to 3:45pm

Inter-House Cross Country
Well done to all our Prep to 6 students who participated in Tecoma’s
Inter-house Cross Country run last Thursday. It was great to see so many
students get into the house spirit and wear team colours to the event.
The top 8 students (from grade 3 to 6) in the 9/10, 11 and 12/13 age groups will
now go on to represent our school at The Sherbrooke District Cross Country
Carnival taking place at Crystal Brooke Park at Cardinia Reservoir on Friday
25th May.
I would like to say a huge thank-you to all our parents who volunteered their
time to man the race course as well as year 11 and 12 students from Upwey
High School who ran with the kids. Without their help events like this would
not be possible.
The house results for 2018 are as follows:
1st Alinta
2nd Mungarie
3rd Binowee
4th Karee
Well Done Everyone!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep C

Arianne B

Arianne has worked so hard on our Mass unit this week. She used the
balance scales with care and did very detailed drawings when ordering
the weight of kitchen items. Well done Arianne!

Prep K

Indiana B

What a wonderful team player! You always ensure games are played
fairly and that everyone has an important role to play in group
situations. Well done Indiana! :-)

Prep Y

James D

James is such a driven and motivated learner. He is always trying to
make improvements in his work and strives for his personal best.
Well done James!

1P

Leah S

Congratulations Leah for your fantastic attitude towards all your work
and exhibiting what an enthusiastic student you are in wanting to
progress and learn as much as possible. Keep up those awesome work
habits Leah!

1R

Adah E

For writing a fantastic 4 page story about getting caught in a wave at
the beach. Adah your story was detailed and included interesting
sentences such as; “as soon as I had one more breath I was in the sea”. It
was great to see you share your writing with the class, you should be
very proud of yourself!

1R

Tahlia A

3M

Sebastian P

Tahlia always comes to school happy and ready to learn, filled with
enthusiasm and excitement. She is a wonderful contributor to
classroom discussions, sharing her ideas with confidence. Thank you
Tahlia for being a wonderful role model and always wanting to
learn more!
Seb has begun Term Two with a determined attitude to improve his
school work. He is making positive decisions about his learning which
is just wonderful. It is also fantastic to see him raise his hand to
participate in our class discussions. Keep it up Seb!

3W

Charles S

I love Charlie’s enquiring mind and general knowledge. He is full of
information and asks very relevant and interesting questions about our
every day topic. It has been great to have you back at Tecoma!

4D

Jasmine T

Jasmine is a reading super star. She is the first student in our class to
read for 50 nights! Congratulations Jasmine. Keep up the
fantastic work.

4D

Indianah H

For showing great persistence when it came to cross country. Her
determination paid off when Indianah came first in her division. Great
job!

4V

Jaye C

For attempting to think outside the box when writing a simile about
camp:

Our cabin was as noisy as a stampede of wild animals and as crazy as an
extremely popular carnival.
Well done on creating a unique simile Jaye!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

4V

Eamon H

For being willing to help others, even when he might not feel like it.
Eamon, you have been an example to others in the class by sharing
your book or offering to go with someone that does not have a
partner. You’ve been a kind and thoughtful classmate, even when it
means a sacrifice for you. Thank you, Eamon! :)

5G

Laila B

Laila is an exceptionally polite, respectful and hard-working member of
our classroom. She always gets her work done to the highest standard
and is happy to help others complete their work. Whenever we are
packing up the classroom or tidying she is always doing extra things to
help out and asks about what else needs to be done. She makes sure her
work and our classroom is looking its best, which assists in setting high
expectations in the classroom. Well done, Laila!

5G

Josh U

5R

Katy S

Josh has been working diligently on his handwriting and ensuring he
takes his time to form all of his letters properly and write on the line.
He is listening more attentively and has been able to get himself on
task a lot quicker than usual. Josh has been trying very hard to be a
role model to his peers and has consistently demonstrated appropriate
behaviour on the floor and at his table. Keep working on your
handwriting Josh, it’s looking fab!
Katy, you have shown initiative in your learning by setting a SMART
reading goal this term. Your aim to read two class novels by the end of
term is well and truly in the bag, as you are already half way to
completing your goal—and we’re only in week 3! Well done, keep up
this stupendous effort!

6F

Spencer B

Spencer was an enthusiastic student in our Figurative Language lesson
this week. He had many similes at the fore to further enhance the use
of the five senses in writing. Spencer then transferred this skill to his
draft, a Soldier’s Letter, to improve the quality of his sentence
structure. Great work Spencer!

6F

Sasha S

Sasha is a quiet achiever in our classroom. Everyday, he can be found at
the end of the day picking up all the excess rubbish from our floor. He
is never asked to do this, he never complains, he just goes about his
business to ensure our classroom is left at the end of the day the way it
was found in the morning. Thank you Sasha, your community
mindedness helps 6F every single day.

6M

Amber H

Amber approached Advanced Presentation Skills with a positive and
ambitious attitude. She volunteered to be one of the first students to
do a prepared speech and was excited about this program. Amber
dedicated time on her speech which was evident in her delivery. She
was well prepared, spoke clearly and at a good pace. Amber you
approached this program with respect and enthusiasm and you
should be so proud!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

6M

Chloe M

Chloe has approached Term 2 with a motivated attitude and has been a
great member of our class. Chloe you have regularly participated in
class discussions, aimed to do your personal best and have been
dedicated to your learning. You have participated well in
group tasks and have been focused and determined when working
independently. Keep up the good work!

JAPANESE

Bailey S

Bailey-kun (Mr. Bailey) welcomed new challenges with positive spirit
during Japanese class this week. He wrote his entire sentence in 2
Japanese scripts (Hiragana and Katakana) stating he played rugby and
tennis. すごい！ (su-go-i! : Great!)

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Over the next few months a couple of our regular Reading Room
volunteers will be travelling overseas.
Do you have 2 hours spare, where you could step into the Reading
Room between 9:00 – 11:00 to help students with their learning?
If you are able to help with any short term (or the longer term),

can you please pop in and see Di
Thank you

