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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MAY 
 

Monday 6th 
HMAS CASTLEMAINE 

Service and Shrine 
Grade 6 

 
Wednesday 8th  

NEVR Youth Choir 
rehearsal 

Milgate PS. 
 

Thursday 9th 
Mothers Day Stall 

 
Thursday 16th 

Excursion to MCG 
Grades 1-2 

 
Friday 17th 

Parliament Excursion 
Grade 5 

 
Wednesday 22nd 
NEVR Youth Choir 

rehearsal 
Milgate PS 

 
Friday 24th 

District Cross Country 
Crystalbrooke Park 

Select Students  
 

Tuesday 28th 
NEVR Youth Choir 

Hamer Hall 

WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back to Term 2 everyone.  I 
hope you all had a safe and pleasant 
break, or at least had more time as a 
family, as I understand many people still 
need to work through.   
I can’t remember better weather for the 
first term holidays than what we have just 
experienced with it being unseasonably warm so there is no reason 
why the children should not have been able to get out and enjoy the 
great outdoors, whether it was away on holidays or out in the 
backyard or in the park with their friends. I did set the challenge to 
the children at the last assembly of last term to not be on screens 
over the holidays and the perfect weather gave them every chance 
to be out and about. I hope they met the challenge.  
I was here during the second week of the break and it was great to 
see so many people using the yard. The vandals appear to have left 
us alone with only a bit of rubbish to clean up before the children 
resumed.  
With Easter being the end of the holidays, I hope the children were 
gluttonous in their Easter egg eating and have exhausted their 
supply before they returned to their classes!  
We are really looking forward to the second term of the year after 
such a great start in Term 1.  A reminder that this term is 10 weeks 
and ends on Friday 28th June.   
Term 2 promises to be busy and exciting for everyone at TPS, 
including NAPLAN, Aerobics competitions, North East Victoria 
Regional Concert, Education Week, Anzac Day services, 
Grandparents Day, Cross Country, Advanced Presentation Skills 
and HMAS Castlemaine service for the grade 6 children and many 
other exciting activities. We also have 6 children heading off to 
Japan with 12 other children in our local cluster to attend school in 
Mito before the touring of Tokyo, Kyoto and Hiroshima. Masae 
Sensei and myself will be escorting these children from June 20 to 
the first Wednesday of the holidays. 
Just to throw another activity in, our Prime Minister called an election 
so we will be having  a cake stall and a sausage sizzle so we would 
love your assistance in doing some baking and attending our stalls. 
Details to follow. 
 



Following on from the parent forum we ran last term, we have our school review this term which 
involves 4 days: one validation day, 2 fieldwork days and the final day where the strategic        
direction is set. 
I encourage all parents to put ten minutes aside each fortnight to read the school Newsletter, stay 
informed and get involved in events and learning programs whenever possible. 
There is always a lot for the children to participate in and engage with at our school. Staff look 
forward to a very busy and rewarding term for the children. 
 
SCHOOL ZONES 
You may recall last term in the Newsletter, I mentioned that the department was developing a 
website where parents can type in their address and the school they are zoned to.  
The Department has released this new website that helps parents identify their local public 
school online. 
Findmyschool.vic.gov.au was launched on April 24 and shows every school zone across the 
state. The new website highlights the choice of public schools available to the Victorian         
Community. 
If your child is preparing for year 7 and want to know more about the public school options in our 
area, or you know someone who is interested in enrolling in our school, try looking up             
findmyschool.vic.gov.au  
We are currently typing all addresses into the website, both currently enrolled and future          
enrolments to determine the number of children attending our school within zone and out of zone. 
This may be a factor that will determine whether more relocatables can be allocated to our 
school. If not, it has been confirmed that our current configuration of classrooms caters for 450 
children, a total we expect to reach by the beginning of next year.  
If you have a question about the website, contact the Victorian School Building Authority Hotline 
on 1800 896 950 or email vsba@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (NAPLAN) 
The next round of the annual National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) tests will be conducted in May 2019. The NAPLAN tests will involve all students in 
years 3, 5, 7 and 9 from all states and territories across Government, Catholic and Independent 
Schools. The NAPLAN tests will be conducted on Tuesday May 14, Wednesday May 15 and 
Thursday May 16.  
As mentioned, data from this test is used to make public judgements on a schools performance 
via the MYSCHOOLS website. We do however get a very good picture internally of how our   
children are performing and it assists in both our planning and then reporting of student           
performance along with many other forms of assessment teachers carry out. 
NAPLAN assesses skills in Literacy and Numeracy that are developed over time, through the 
school curriculum. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type test, but rather shows how students are   
progressing in Numeracy and Literacy skills against national standards for all Australian children.  
It also provides valuable information that allows schools and governments to better target effort 
and support to help all students achieve their potential and acquire the basic skills to help them 
build successful and happy lives. 
 
All students (in Years 3 & 5) are expected to participate in these tests. Students with a disability 
may qualify for reasonable adjustments that reflect the support normally provided to them in the 
classroom. Some students with very specific circumstances may be exempted from participating 
in the tests. For information about participation in NAPLAN, you can go to: https://
www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/ 
 
NAPLAN tests fundamental skills rather than specific content, and as such is not a test for which 
students can study or drill. The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to let 
them know that NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and to urge them to simply do 
the best they can on the day.  
An individual students NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year. Parents can 
use this information to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. 
Parents may also wish to use their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers. More         
information is available at www.naplan.edu.au 

mailto:vsba@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.naplan.edu.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GRANDPARENTS DAY 
A date to mark in your diary is our 2019 Grandparents Day on Thursday May 30. 
We will run the concert for Prep grandparents only at 10.45am in the hall. This will be followed by 
a morning tea for all grandparents at 11.00am. 
At 11.30am, we will run the junior school concert for grade 1/2 grandparents. 
Outside of the concerts, grandparents are invited to spend time with their grandchildren between 
10.45am and 1.00pm. 
Unlike other years, the school will not run a BBQ lunch. We encourage grandparents if they wish 
to stay for lunch with their grandchild to bring along a hamper and if it’s a nice day, a picnic rug 
and use our lovely grounds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to having lots of visitors in our school on May 30. 
 
ANZAC DAY and the HMAS CASTLEMAINE 
A special thank you to our Junior School Council, our School Leaders and our choir for the     
service they ran on Wednesday here at the school.  
The flowers that were placed under the flag, have been taken up to the cenotaph on Wattle Ave. 
As mentioned during the service, we don’t celebrate war but we respectfully acknowledge the 
sacrifices our defence force men and women have made for our country, both in the past and 
currently on active service.  
 
 
 
 

 Year Tuesday 14 May Wednesday 15 May Thursday 16 May 

Year 3 

Language conventions: 

45 minutes 

Writing: 40 minutes 

Reading: 45 minutes Numeracy: 45 minutes 

Year 5 

Language conven-

tions:45 minutes 

Writing:40 minutes 

Reading: 50 minutes Numeracy: 50 minutes 

Year 7 

Language conventions: 

45 minutes 

Writing: 40 minutes 

Reading: 65 minutes Numeracy: 65 minutes 

Year 9 

Language conventions: 

45 minutes 

Writing: 40 minutes 

Reading: 65 minutes Numeracy: 65 minutes 

Time Event Where For who? 

10.45am Prep concert Hall Prep Grandparents 

11-11.30am Morning tea Grade ½ building or lower 

basketball court if it’s a 

All Grandparents 

11.30am-12pm Grade 1/2 concert Hall Grade 1/2 Grandparents 

12-1pm Classroom visits Each child’s classroom All Grandparents 



On Monday, our grade 6 children will be heading to the Shrine of Remembrance to take part in a 
service to remember those that served on the HMAS Castlemaine, a mine sweeper that was in 
operation during the WW2. This ship was adopted by Tecoma Primary School under the Shrine 
of Remembrance “Adopt an ex-service organisation.”   
 
The link to the ship is a former student of our school from the 1930’s, Mr Peter Chandler who 
served on the HMAS Castlemaine. Peter regularly spoke to our children on various occasions  
before his passing in 2013.  In his honour, and for all those that served, our grade 6 children hold 
this service at the Shrine of Remembrance just after ANZAC day every year. These children      
visited the ship in November last year as part of their leadership program. It will be a great   
learning experience for our leaders. 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
In the last week of term, you were sent home information regarding the    
Premier’s Reading Challenge.   
The Challenge encourages students to develop a lifelong love of reading as 
well as developing important literacy skills. Students in Prep to Year 2 are 
challenged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books and students in Years 3 to 6 are 
challenged to read 15 books. If children are just learning to read, you can help 
them to ‘experience’ books by reading to, or with, them and talking about the 
story, text and pictures. For more information about the Challenge, visit the 
website at  http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/ 
 

MOTHERS DAY STALL 
All students will be given the opportunity to shop at the fabulous 
Mother’s Day Stall on Thursday 9

th
 May. There is a huge range 

of items priced from $1.00 to $5.00 
This year, we have provided gift bags instead of the gifts being 
wrapped but please bring some money and a plastic bag to hide 
your shopping!  
 
WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality    
instruction and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The      
Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education 
and Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and            
experience of school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to  
improve your child's schooling experience. 
 
Students from Years 4 - 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the 
survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important 
to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or      
withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, or after completion of the survey.  
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an  
assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All  
responses to the survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will 
not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s 
responses is protected at all times. 
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school between the allocated 
time frame of Monday, 29 April to Friday, 7th June 2019. The survey only takes 20 minutes to 
complete and occurs during your child's class time. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of term 2. All survey data 
that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can 
be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year  
level. 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/


MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

The survey results will be communicated to parents through our annual reporting processes.  
 
If you would like more information, please visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/
management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Welcomed everyone back to the school for another term 
 Wished the grade 6 children well for the 1000 steps ANZAC service on Wednesday 
 Wished the grade 6 children well for the Castlemaine service at The Shrine in Melbourne 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements.  
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL FUNDRAISING!! 
 

How you can help our school….. 

 

 Entertainment Book full of great discounts for you/your family to use.   

Great Mothers Day Gift!! 

 

 Woolworths Earn & Learn 

If you shop at Woolworths, please collect the stickers and send to school with 

your child—this is a great way for us to get new sporting equipment 

 

 Election Day BBQ & Cake Stall 

Saturday 18th May—Rosters in the office—please help if you can. 

 

 Great Community Raffle 2019 - Coming up! 

Keep an eye out for raffle tickets coming home soon. 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx


Helping students get ready for the NAPLAN tests 
By Michael Grose- www.parentingideas.com.au 

The most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from 
the challenges presented to them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning 
experiences rather than dreaded pressure tests.  

During the third week of May Australian children in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will take part in the      
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). The stated purpose of this 
testing program is to gain an overall picture of educational attainment levels to assist education 
policy and decision-making.  

The program, first implemented in 2008, has drawn some criticism from a number of different 
quarters, particularly in regard to the use of the information gained through the NAPLAN tests. 
You’ve probably heard a number of different viewpoints expressed in the media over the last few 
weeks.  

One view commonly put forward is that the NAPLAN tests put undue pressure on children to 
perform in test situations. If so, then perhaps the best approach for parents and teachers is to 
help them handle the pressure rather than avoid it. The most resilient children and young people 
are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from the challenges presented to them. Perhaps 
it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning experiences rather than dreaded pressure 
tests.  

Children and young people take their cues from their parents about how to handle many         
situations. American psychologist Martin Seligman discovered more than a decade ago, through 
his research into children’s thinking styles, how closely a child’s explanatory style mimics that of 
the parent they spend most time around. Optimistic parents beget optimistic kids, just as anxious 
parents can beget anxious kids. The impact of a parent’s explanatory style seems to be        
magnified somehow in small families where there are fewer voices to be heard.  

As a parent it helps your child, if you take a positive view of the NAPLAN tests. It’s better to see 
them as learning opportunities for kids as well as opportunities to overcome any anxieties or 
nerves that these tests may bring on. It’s also worth remembering that many children don’t 
stress over these tests. The vast majority take them in their stride, wondering what all the fuss is 
about.  

Whether your child stresses or takes them in his stride here are some tips to help prepare 
for the NAPLAN tests:  

1 Take your cues from your child: If your child doesn ’t worry about them then neither should 
you. Be careful not to create a problem that doesn’t exist by incessantly talking about, or worse, 
worrying about the test.  

2 Focus on doing their best and trying hard: Choose your words carefully when you 
speak with your kids. As with all their learning activities place your focus squarely on effort rather 
than results. The only pressure on kids should be to try hard rather than to do well.  

3 Listen to any concerns they have: If your child confesses to some nerves then validate 
their feelings, rather than shut them down with a ‘get over it’ response. “Yes, sometimes tests 
can be a little scary, but they get easier every time you take them.” Use this as an opportunity to 
develop some emotional smarts, which starts with recognising how kids feel.  

4 Give them some relaxation ideas: Anxious or nervous kids will benefit from some     
simple relaxation strategies. Taking some deep breaths, changing their thinking and exercising 
the morning of the test are some simple ways to help kids get some feeling of control.  

 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au


UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

OFFICE NEWS  

 
NOTICES  The following excursion notices have been sent home: Grade  
   1/2 MCG, Grade 5 & 6 Parliament & Grade 3/4 Zoo. Please  
   return signed as soon as possible. 
 

LEVIES  Prep - $37 
   Grade 1/2 - $50 
   Grade 3/4 - $47 
   Grade 5 - $28 
   Grade 6 - $83 
   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
 
 

Thanks so much! 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 

The Office Gals 

 

5 Help them retain their perspective: One way to help children who become excessively 
anxious about an event is to ask what’s the worst thing that could happen? Okay, they may not 
do as well as they would like but the sun will still rise tomorrow, regardless of how well they do. 
Keeping perspective is a life skill that we all need to practise.  
 
A positive, caring parent attitude is one of the best gifts you can give a child when they are     
apprehensive or nervous about approaching any different situation whether it’s going on school 
camp, joining a new club or sitting a NAPLAN test.  



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep C Eddie M Eddie has settled into Term 2 so well. He has been working particularly 

hard in our animal unit by doing very detailed drawings and sharing his 
expert knowledge. It was great to see Eddie on our jungle animal hunt, 

helping his friends draw the animals they found. Well done! 

Prep P Abigail Y For the tremendous way that Abigail applies herself to all the different 
activities in the Prep room and the enthusiastic attitude in the way she 

always completes everything with so much care and attractiveness. 
I’m proud of you Abigail! 

Prep W Amber L Amber has really impressed me with her writing this week. She is 
writing down all of the sounds that she hears in a word and takes her 

time to make sure she does her personal best work. Well Done 
Amber! 

Prep Y Xavier F Xavier you have jumped into Term two with enthusiasm and a real 
excitement for learning! Your attention in class, and your 

contributions to class discussions show how confident you have 
become, and how eager you are to learn. I loved seeing how much you 

grew in Term One and know that you will kick many goals this       
term as well. 

1C Millie V For her ‘No Bullying’ poster created during Bounceback. Millie, you 
used colour and creativity in your decoration of the poster, and your 
drawing showed an accurate example of someone being pushed. They 

even had a sad face. It was a fantastic poster!   

1W Eli Y Eli consistently offers his own time to help others. He is the first 
person to pop his head in at recess and ask if he can do anything to 
help.  This kind of attitude goes a long way to making the school a 

better place. Well done Eli! 

2L Clancy T For working hard during out Money topic in Maths. He worked out a 
strategy to count a jar full of coins, ‘The Ultimate Challenge’.  

Fantastic work Clancy. 

2M Nash S Nash demonstrated commitment to completing his work to a high 
standard when writing his ‘Exciting Ending’ comic strip. The events in 

his ending were clear to the reader, he included a number features 
unique to the text type and he illustrated the background in each 

image to show the setting. Well done Nash! 

2R Cooper S The way you participated and helped others in our games rotation was 
wonderful, Cooper. You explained how to play chess, and showed 
wonderful cooperation and sportsmanship to all members of the 

group. Well done! 



GRADE NAME REASON 
3GR Lucy H Whilst learning about the x5 tables strategy this week,  Lucy shared 

with us an awesome strategy for x11, making sums like 54 x 11 super 
easy!...separate the 5 and the 4, then add 5&4 (9) and put that 

number in between...594! EASY...thanks Lucy! There’s even a trick if 
the 2 numbers you add are more than 9...see if you can figure it out! 

3M Imogen P Imogen has had such a wonderful start at Tecoma Primary School.  It 
is just lovely to see her smiling with her friends. In class, she is 

beginning to raise her hand, ready to join in. We love having you in 
3M Imogen! 

3W All of 3W Thanks for a great end to term 1.  After a slow start you have really 
improved your respectful listening skills, especially during class 

discussions. Let’s keep it up in term 2.  See you in Week 3. 

4R Ethan G Congratulations on a fantastic start to Term 2. Ethan has been a 
wonderful role model to others in our class. He is focussed, attentive 

and always tries his personal best. Well done Ethan! 

4K Scarlett O Congratulations on an awesome start to term 2. I have been so 
impressed with how you have been engaging yourself in class 

discussions and offering help to peers when they need it.                 
Well done Scarlett! 

5G Lexie B For being a focused and motivated learner in the classroom. Lexie 
always asks questions to clarify her understanding and happily takes 

on feedback to improve her work. I am very impressed with your 
diligence and commitment to your learning Lexie. Keep up the 

amazing work! 
5NS Jed F For always putting in your best effort. Jed you always get straight to 

work and complete your work to a high standard. Well done on all 
your efforts so far this year. 

6F Mia G Mia is a model student. Throughout our ANZAC unit, Mia has 
displayed the utmost respect within the classroom, keen to always 

learn more, involving herself in class discussions and adding 
thoughtful and respectful questions. She has particpiated in all our 

services with compassion thus far. 

6M Sunni G Sunni has taken on the role of Junior School Councillor with a strong 
leadership approach. Presenting as respectful and responsible at all 

times. Sunni your maturity and respect shown at our Tecoma 
ANZAC service was exceptional. Well done!    

JAPANESE Prep Y For being enthusiastic and diligent learners of Japanese language.   
Very well done! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



 Words from Mrs Double 
 
Welcome back!  I hope you all had a lovely relaxing break and have got your skates on, ready 
for an extremely busy term 2.   We had a very low key break, the highlights being catching up 
with family at my nephew’s 21

st
 and sneaking away over Easter (which seems like a distant 

memory) for a couple of nights on the boat at Paynesville.   
 

PARENT HELPERS 
 
It is great to see the number of parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles who have committed 
themselves to be working in our classrooms… 

THANK YOU SO VERY, VERY MUCH!  
We genuinely appreciate your involvement in our school and I know all the staff and the      
students are really excited about you coming in and working with us. 
If you have the time, we would love to see you, too!   
Please catch up with your child’s classroom teacher to arrange a time where you can come in 
and help! 
 
READING ROOM HELPERS NEEDED 

 
We are after a couple of regular helpers and a couple of ‘stand by’ helpers for the Reading 
Room.  We have one spot on a Thursday morning, between 9-11 and another spot on a Friday 
morning.  If you are able to help can you please let me know.  If you are not sure what it      
involves, then please pop in and see it in action.  It runs daily (Tuesday – Friday) between  
9:00-11:00am, in the Reading Room. 

 
Have a great week! 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 

“Don't limit yourself. Many people limit themselves to what they think they can do.  

You can go as far as your mind lets you. What you believe, you can achieve."  
 

-- Mary Kay Ash 

 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 



Monday 

School band Senior school – payment required 

Art Club All year levels 

Aerobics Years 4-6 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

Tuesday 

Choir Years 2-6 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 
Due to an outside organisation providing the  

sessions 
(Years 1-6) 

Wednesday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Library/games All Year levels 

Origami All Year levels 

Thursday 

Aerobics Years 4-6 

Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 

LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 

Our School Leaders together with many schools in the local area attended a service yesterday 
at the plaque based at the thousand steps in Ferntree Gully which acknowledges the efforts of 
the 2/14th, 2/16th and 39th battalions along the Kokoda track. On behalf of the school, our 
leaders laid a wreath. We then headed back up to the Upwey Belgrave RSL where the children 
had lunch and then were given access to the amazing museum they have there at the RSL. 








