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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
MARCH 

Friday 31st 
Last Day of Term 1 
Assembly 2:10pm 

2:30pm Dismissal 
 

APRIL 

Sat 1st - Tues 18th 
TERM HOLIDAYS 

 

Monday 17th 
Easter Monday  
NO SCHOOL 

 
Tuesday 18th 
Curriculum Day 
NO STUDENTS 

 
Wednesday 19th 

Term 2 Commences 
Grade 6’s and Choir  

1000 Steps  
ANZAC Service 

 
Tuesday 25th 
ANZAC DAY 

Public Holiday 
 
 
 
 
 

READING ROOM 
As you would know, our Reading Room is an integral support 
program in the school, giving 48 children support in their reading, 
writing and spelling. The room operates for the first 2 hours of each 
morning just after drop off time and is coordinated by Mrs Morgan 
who prepares the work that each and every one of the 48 children 
work on. 
 

To run the program, we rely on parent volunteers who donate the 
first 2 hours of the day, once a week. We are looking for more 
volunteers to assist, especially on a Monday. We are also looking for 
emergency support, those that might be able to come up at short 
notice when one of our volunteers has rung in sick. 
 

If you can assist or maybe even share it with a friend (so you do it 
once a fortnight), can you please either let Mrs Morgan know or 
contact the office. If you can’t, you might have an aunt, a 
grandparent and or a friend who can assist. We would love to hear 
from you. 
 

END OF TERM ALREADY! 
It’s hard to believe that we are at the end of Term 1, time just seems 
to fly by. 
It has been a very busy one for students and teachers with a range 
of incursions and excursions linking to the students’ learning, 
training for Athletics Sports, Swimming competitions, a welcome 
BBQ for new families, parent/teacher meetings, extensive initial 
assessment of students by teachers, as well as all the everyday 
activities that are part of school life.   
Our Preps are now attending school full time.  It is amazing how 
much they have grown over the past 9 weeks, they are now truly 
part of the Tecoma family. They are still learning the routines and 
boundaries but it is wonderful to see how engrossed they are in their 
learning activities and how enthusiastically they approach their work.  
 

EASTER EGG RAFFLE 
Many thanks to all of you who donated Easter eggs and  that went 
into our 34 hampers that were made up as raffle prizes. Thank you 
also to those of you who sold tickets, the school raised $1150! 
Thank you also to Danielle O’Brien, Wendy Perrow, Jemma Lind 
and Fiona Green who spent a few hours putting together the 
hampers. They were well worth winning! 
   



SCHOOL COUNCIL AND SUB-COMMITTEES 
Last Tuesday evening, our 2017 School Council team met for the first time.  At this meeting the 
Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) and Annual Report to the School Community (ARSC) were 
presented, discussed and endorsed.  The AIP will be available through our school website in 
coming weeks whilst the ARSC was presented at our Annual General meeting preceding the 
meeting.  This is now up on on our website www.tecomaps.vic.edu.au under “About us” > 
“Annual Report and Strategic Plan.”  
 
Prior to our School Council meeting, our 2017 Office Bearers were elected.  Thank you and    
congratulations to the following councillors: 
 
 President – Fiona Green (Maddy and Sebastian) 
 Vice President – Danielle O’Brien (Jasmine and Ashley) 
 Treasurer – Simone Sultana (Lauren) 
 Secretary – Kelly Machin (Cody) 
 Minute Secretary – Karin Hartnell (Bursar) 
 
As well, each School Council member has also joined one of our six sub-committees.  Our      
sub-committees are Education, Finance, Facilities, Promotions, Parent Network and Out of 
School Hours Care.  Sub-committee membership is open to all parents who would like to assist 
our school to meet our goals, thus supporting each of our students. There are descriptions below 
of what each committee does but feel free to pop into the office if you have any questions or 
would like to discuss joining a sub-committee.        
 
 

Facilities Promotions Education 

To ensure a safe and pleasant learning 

environment for staff and students. 

Convenor: Rohan Thompson 

Members:, Steve Jensen, Danielle     

O’Brien, Phil Darbyshire, Di Double, 

  

1 meeting before monthly School Council 

meetings plus Working Bees 

  

To promote the school in the wider    

community. 

  

Convenor: Rohan Thompson 

Members: Fiona Green, Angie Hume, 

Kelly Machin, Steve Jensen 

  

Meetings as required 

To develop and revise school policies. 

  

Convenor: Di Double 

Members: Angie Day, Phil Darbyshire, 
Paulina van Elmpt, Fiona Green, Simone 

Sultana, Anton O’Callaghan 

  

1 meeting before monthly School Council 

meetings plus email contact. 

Out of School Hour Care Parent Network Finance 

To provide support for Out of School 
Hours Care Manager and to give         
feedback to school council on issues 
related to the operation of the Out of 

School Hours Care program. 

  

Convenor: Rohan Thompson 

Members: Chris Dykes, Danielle O’Brien, 

Di Double 

  

1 meeting before monthly School Council 

meetings 

To liaise between parent network and the 
staff.  To support the fundraising events 

of the parent network 

Convenor: Rohan Thompson, Di Double 

Members: Danielle O’Brien, Anton   

O’Callaghan, Kelly Machin, Steve Jensen 

  

1 meeting before monthly School Council 

meetings 

To develop and monitor the school budget 

ensuring sound financial management. 

  

Convenor: Rohan Thompson 

Business Manager: Karin Hartnell 

Treasurer: Simone Sultana 

Members: Di Double, Phil Darbyshire, 

Angie Day 

  

1 meeting before monthly School Council 
meetings 

http://www.tecomaps.vic.edu.au/


PARENT HELPERS COURSE 
My thanks to our Assistant Principal Di Double who has been running 1 group (6) of the Parent 
Helper Training course over the past 4 weeks. Our graduates were handed their certificates by 
their children at Monday’s assembly. 
This course coincides with our on going drive to get parents into the classrooms, helping with 
hearing children read and assisting in classroom activities. Each day we are focusing on getting 
those parents who, when not rushing off to work might be able to spare an hour or so to assist in 
classrooms. It is so important that children are heard reading daily, even through the holidays!  
 
WHAT IS PARENT ENGAGEMENT? 
Speaking of parents being involved in the school, parent engagement is being positively involved 
and active in your child’s learning. Your attitudes, values and behaviours can positively influence 
your child’s education outcomes. 
 
We know that parents, families and carers are some of the most important influences on a child’s 
education. When you are positively engaged in your child’s education, they are more likely to   
attend and perform better at school. 
 
Effective parent and family engagement in education is more than just participation in school 
meetings and helping with fundraising, it is actively engaging with your child’s learning, both at 
home and at school. When schools and families work together, children do better and stay in 
school longer. 
 
You can support your child to get the most out of their schooling. The earlier you become         
engaged, the better it is for your children. 
 
Why is parent engagement important? 
 
Parent engagement is associated with improvements across a range of indicators, including: 
 

 Better education outcomes 

 Enhanced engagement with school work 

 More regular school attendance 

 Better behaviour 

 Increased social skills. 
 
How you can help your child do well at school? 
 
While it is important to stay informed and be involved in school activities where possible, many 
things you can do at home can help your child to do better at school: 
 

 Have high yet achievable expectations of your child. 

 Talk regularly about school and the value of learning. 

 Encourage positive attitudes and respect for school and teachers. 

 Model the behaviours you would like to see in your child. 
 
Other things you can do which have also been shown to have a positive impact are to: 
 

 Read aloud with your child and listen to your child read aloud. 

 Talk and ask about what they are learning. 

 Ask what was and was not fun at school. 

 Help them to develop strong work habits. 
 



One of the most effective ways parents and families can help children to do better at school is to 
make sure they go to school every day. School attendance has a major influence on educational 
outcomes. Students who attend school regularly are more likely to achieve better results at 
school and are more likely to complete their schooling. 
 
CURRICULUM DAY and HOLIDAYS 
A reminder, the school holidays start tomorrow, March 31 at 2.30pm. 
 
Timetable for the last day of Term One, Friday, 31

st
 March 

 
9.00am - 11.00am  Classes  
 

11.00am - 11.30am   Recess 
 

11.30am - 1.00pm   Classes 
 

1.00pm - 2.00pm   Lunch  
 

2.00pm - 2.10pm   Classes 
 

2.10pm - 2.30pm  Whole school assembly. Students dismissed from hall. 
 
A reminder, we don’t start back on the Monday or Tuesday after the 2 week break. School   
Council last month approved a Curriculum Day for the first day of term 2, Tuesday April 18. 
(Easter Monday is April 17). This is therefore a pupil free day. Children start back on Wednesday 
April 19. Grade 6 children and choir members will be participating in the Anzac day service 
at the 1000 steps in Ferntree Gully. 
 
2017 PREP ENROLMENTS 
We are currently experiencing strong interest in our school with parents booking tours, even at 
this early stage of the year.  We have already accepted enrolments for 2017 (38) and remind  
parents of students with siblings who will commence prep next year to enrol as soon as possible.  
Thanks for you assistance. 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
At the moment we have a very large collection of unnamed, misplaced or lost 
articles of clothing overflowing from our lost property bin.  This bin sits at the 
east entrance to our administration block, so please feel free to visit the school 
and browse through our collection.  Uniforms are not cheap to replace! 
 
HEAD LICE 
Head lice remains a frustrating issue for all schools.  The holiday period is a good time to try and 
get on top of them. There is lots of helpful information online about head lice. The following was 
taken from the Health Department website: http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/ 
 
 Head lice have been around for many thousands of years.  

 

 Anyone can get head lice. 
 

 Head lice are small, wingless, blood sucking insects. Their colour varies from whitish-brown 
to reddish-brown. Head lice only survive on humans. If isolated from the head, they die very 
quickly (usually within 24 hours). 

 

 People get head lice from direct hair to hair contact with another person who has head lice. 
Head lice do not have wings or jumping legs so they cannot fly or jump from head to head. 
They can only crawl.  

 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/


When treating head lice you must ensure that you repeat the treatment after seven days. You 
should also ensure that you continue to check your child’s hair after these two treatments just in 
case all eggs were not removed. If everybody is diligent in treating any head lice thoroughly then 
we are likely to be able to minimise the problem. We ask for your support with head lice           
infestations at the school and spending time during the school holidays, ensuring there are no 
head lice in your child’s hair, is time well spent. 
There is a pamphlet developed by the Department of Health which goes into more detail about 
treating and controlling head lice which you will find under the ‘news’ section on our school    
website. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Met Harold from the Life Ed Van 
 Handed out Certificates of Achievement to graduates from our Parent Helpers Course 
 Handed out Student of the Week award winners 
 Reminded all of our Parent Network and asked any parents who could help out with Parent 

Network activities to join our email distribution list 
 Asked if there might be any parents that might be able to assist with the Reading Room 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements. 
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
I would like to wish all staff, students and families a wonderful holiday. It has been a great Term 
One at Tecoma Primary School and we look forward to this continuing in Term Two.  
We welcome the community using our facilities during the holiday break as it is great seeing   
children and families being active and playing outdoors, however, if you see anyone acting     
suspiciously or inappropriately around the school grounds please contact the Belgrave Police 
Station on 97546677 or the Emergency Management area of the Department of Education and 
Training (DET) on 9589 6266. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all back at school on Wednesday, 19

th
 April. 

 
Have a great 2 week break. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

TECOMA CHOOKS 
As of Friday, our chickens will be leaving us to go and 
live with the Handyside Family. We will be getting new 
chooks in Term 2 from the Rescue Farm.  

Thanks to Chris and all the families who have looked after our 
chickens over the last 3 years. We wish the girls all the best on 
their new adventures! 



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
Well…the last 9 weeks have flown and it is now school holiday time.  I know we have some tired 
students and some tired staff, who will use the next 2 weeks to ‘recharge their batteries’, in  
readiness for a busy term 2. 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT and WWCC CARDS 
 
Thank you to the enormous number of people who have got their Working with Childrens Check 
cards and have returned their signed Student Code of Conduct sheets to us.  Please remember, 
that in order to work in the classrooms, attend excursions, camps, sports days, etc., it is a school 
council requirement that we hold a copy of both of these at the office.  During the school break is 
a great opportunity to get your WWCC card organised.  Code of Conducts, for you to sign, are 
always available at the office.  We are aiming for 100% compliance with our Child Safety Policy, 
so please help us achieve this, by getting these two documents to us as soon as you can.  
Thank you. 
 
NAPLAN NUMERACY (continued) 
 
This week we look at the Minimum Standards for year 5 Students: 
Number 
In number, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 typically understand and recognise     
relationships between numbers and perform simple calculations with the four operations. 
Students meeting the minimum standard have developed number sense of whole numbers with 
up to three digits, and use the understanding of the four operations to solve routine problems in 
familiar contexts. They generally interpret the symbols for common fractions and decimals, and 
they add and subtract decimals with the same number of decimal places. 
 
Whole numbers 
Students recognise, read, compare, and order whole numbers up to four digits. For example, 
students can generally: 
 recognise different representations of a whole number   
 use place value to compare, order or locate numbers on a number line   
 multiply or divide by 10 or 100 in place-value contexts. 
 
Fractions and decimals 
Students recognise equivalent forms of common fractions and link unit fractions to familiar      
situations. For example, students can generally: 
 identify and use equal partitions, and name the parts  
 recognise different representations of simple fractions 
 compare decimals with the same number of decimal places 
 use common unit fractions to solve routine problems. 
 
Calculating 
Students recall addition and subtraction facts with one- and two-digit numbers and link to routine 
multiplication and related division facts. They add and subtract whole numbers to hundreds and 
decimal fractions with the same number of decimal places, and multiply one-digit numbers. For 
example, students can generally: 
 recall addition and subtraction facts of small numbers  
 identify and use known number facts to assist calculations   
 multiply small whole numbers 
 complete operations with coins and record amounts of money in decimals 
 add or subtract common fractions with the same denominators. 
 



Applying number 
Students recognise situations that require the use of addition, subtraction, multiplication or      
division. For example, students can generally: 
 recognise the use of a single operation in familiar contexts  
 use addition or subtraction to solve routine problems  
 solve routine problems involving a single operation    
 add or subtract decimals in money/measurement contexts 
 estimate the value of simple computations  
 link the four operations to routine situations. 
  
Space 
In space, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 identify familiar 2D shapes and recognise 
simple representations of common 3D objects that illustrate the essential features. 
They generally identify symmetrical and non-symmetrical shapes and recognise spatial patterns 
and tessellations. They interpret conventions used in simple maps, grids and plans. 
 
Classification and properties of shapes 
Students identify common properties of 2D shapes or 3D objects and use the correct           
mathematical terms to describe them. For example, students can generally: 
 identify features of common shapes and objects  
 summarise features of groups of common shapes or objects  
 interpret the spatial language used in describing common shapes and objects. 
 
Students recognise common shapes and objects presented in drawings and diagrams. For     
example, students can generally: 
 interpret drawings of shapes or objects that reflect the size and significant features   
 recognise different orientations of a shape or different perspectives of an object 
 identify shapes or objects with given features  
 visualise simple objects made of unit cubes. 
 
Transformations 
Students identify shapes and designs that are symmetrical or asymmetrical. They recognise a 
single transformation used in patterns or arrangements including tessellations. For example,  
students can generally: 
 identify symmetrical shapes and designs  
 identify the result of a single transformation of a simple shape 
 identify common shapes that tessellate. 
 
Location and movement 
Students interpret key symbols and conventions used in maps, grids and plans. For example, 
students can generally: 
 interpret the symbols for the key compass directions  
 link the four major compass points to a quarter, half, three-quarters and a full turn 
 interpret and follow directions. 
 
Algebra, function and pattern 
In algebra, function and pattern, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 complete number 
sentences with whole numbers involving addition or subtraction. 
They generally recognise number patterns involving one operation and they select the correct 
rule used in a given pattern. 
 
Relationships 
Students recognise number relationships in familiar contexts. For example, students can       
generally: 
 identify a familiar criterion used in arranging and sorting shapes or objects 
 recognise and describe simple relationships   
 use simple tables or graphs to predict change. 



Students make links between arithmetic operations based on familiar properties. For example, 
students can generally: 
 make links between routine multiplication and division facts  
 use known facts to work out related calculations  
 make changes to computations that maintain equivalence. 
 
Equivalence 
Students solve simple number sentences arising from familiar situations. For example, students 
can generally: 
 recognise the number sentence that matches a familiar situation 
 recognise equivalence in familiar contexts (e.g. balance scales) 
 solve one-step number sentences involving simple calculations. 
 
Patterns 
Students recognise and describe numerical and spatial patterns. For example, students can   
generally: 
 recognise different representations of the same pattern  
 recognise a single relationship between consecutive terms  
 continue number patterns requiring one-step calculations. 
  
Measurement, chance and data 
In measurement, chance and data, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 use standard 
units such as centimetres and metres to measure lengths, grams and kilograms to measure 
mass, and litres to measure capacity. 
Students meeting the minimum standard identify the possible outcomes for familiar events and 
make predictions. They read data in tables and simple graphs, and check simple statements. 
 
Measures 
Students compare, measure, and order lengths, areas, volumes, angles and masses selecting 
and using suitable standard units and appropriate measuring instruments and scales. For       
example, students can generally: 
 choose the appropriate attribute to compare objects 
 measure and compare areas of shapes on grids counting whole and half units  
 measure and compare volumes counting informal units  
 arrange measurements in order of magnitude  
 make reasonable estimates of a quantity using known measures.  
 
Students recognise different recordings of metric measures. They understand relationships     
between perimeters of familiar shapes and the lengths of their sides. For example, students can 
generally: 
 read measures from simple whole-unit scales.  
 
Students read times on digital clocks and key times on analogue clocks, and they calculate     
durations of specific events. Students use calendars and simple timetables and timelines to    
sequence events. For example, students can generally: 
 recognise key times on analogue clocks and read times on digital clocks  
 identify equivalent forms of saying and recording a key time   
 use calendars and timetables to seek specific information. 
 
Data 
Students identify the possible outcomes for familiar events and predict their comparative          
likelihood. For example, students can generally: 
 make predictions based on data. 
 

 



Students read data presented in tables, bar graphs and simple two-way tables and make simple 
interpretations. For example, students can generally: 
 read tabular and graphical displays involving simple whole-number scales  
 check statements or predictions against data 
 identify variation within a set of data. 
  
Working mathematically 
In working mathematically, the emphasis is on the processes rather than strand-specific content. 
In working mathematically, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 can generally recognise 
and respond to routine questions involving known facts in familiar contexts. 

 
Students at the minimum standard recall number facts, terms, properties of common shapes and 
recognise common objects in simple diagrams. For example, students can generally: 
 recall properties of numbers, common fractions, measures, familiar shapes and objects   
 recognise diagrams of common shapes and objects, equivalent forms of whole numbers, 

common fractions, decimals and simple expressions   
 calculate with whole numbers, common fractions with the same denominators and          

decimals   
 read and interpret information from whole-number scales, tables, simple graphs and       

pictographs (one-to-one or one-to-two correspondence)   
 measure length, area, mass and capacity using standard units   
 group shapes, objects or numbers according to a familiar attribute. 
 
Students at the minimum standard apply simple strategies to solve routine problems. For        
example, students can generally: 
 select the correct operation or the missing number in a number sentence 
 construct and complete number sentence involving one operation   
 interpret a situation presented in diagrams, tables or simple graphs   
 follow simple instructions and procedures   
 analyse patterns to identify the rule   
 solve routine problems in familiar contexts. 
 
As you can see there are many parts of Numeracy being taught and assessed by your child’s 
classroom teacher.  The minimum standards for numeracy describe some of the skills and      
understandings students are generally expected to demonstrate at their particular year of    
schooling. The standards are intended to be a snapshot of typical achievement and do not      
describe the full range of what students are taught or what they may achieve. 
 
Have a fantastic 2 week break! 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
Ever since I was a child I have had this instinctive urge for expansion and growth.  To me, the 
function and duty of a quality human being is the sincere and honest development of one’s     
potential. 
  Bruce Lee 
 

  

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/numeracy/minimum-standards


UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

MUSIC NEWS 
 

WELL DONE TO OUR CHOIR!!!! 
Thank you to everyone who sang last Saturday 25th March at Upwey High. 
For our first performance you all performed very professionally. We looked          
fabulous and sounded great. If you have a shirt to return please do so as soon as it is washed. 
 
Our next performance will be the first day back for second term at the 1000 Steps. We will wear 
school uniform for this performance. If you haven't returned your note please do so as soon as 
possible. 
 
Thank you to those people who offered to help with transport. I will be in touch with you soon if I 
haven't already. 
 
Yours in Music, 
 
Sally Connell 
 

PRODUCTION NEWS 
 
There's a buzz in the air!!!!!! 
Production plans and auditions have started. 
For those new to the school, every two years we perform in a whole school  
production. 
The grade 5 and 6's perform the speaking parts and every grade in the school 
has a song and dance to do within the story. 
This year's production is called "The Legend of the Living Library". 
Even though the performances aren't until the end of Term Three, there is much planning and 
rehearsing that goes into the production. 
Keep your eyes out for more updates. 
Next term I'll be looking for helpers with costumes and props.  

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums     Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 
 
Guitar      Singing 
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 
 
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 

 

 Expression of Interest for our Swimming Program - Deposits are due 
back as soon as possible as spots are filling up. 

 Thank you to all of our parents that have paid their Essential Items.    
Unfortunately, we are still missing a few. Please pop into the office next 
week to make payment. If you are having financial difficulty please see 
Karin, Heather or Anthea in the office to set up a payment plan. If you 
are on a payment plan, please make sure you are keeping up to date. 

 ALL PARENTS/VISITORS ENTERING THE SCHOOL GROUNDS MUST 
VISIT THE OFFICE BEFORE GOING TO THE CLASSROOMS.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN TUESDAY MORNINGS (8:45 TO 
9:15am) AND WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS (3:15 TO 3:45pm). 

PLEASE TRY TO MAKE THESE TIMES IF POSSIBLE.  

SWIMMING 

Expression of Interest Swimming Notices went out this week.  
As our student numbers are increasing, there are fewer spots 
available this year. We recommend that you get your form and 
deposit in as quickly as possible. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to ring the school office on 9754 2354. 

OSHC NEWS 

PLEASE NOTE THAT AFTER SCHOOL CARE CLOSES 
AT 5PM ON THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL,                

FRIDAY MARCH 31ST.  












