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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
MARCH 

Friday 24th to Tues 28th 
Life Education Van 

 
Thursday 30th 

Easter Raffle Drawn 
Hot Cross Buns Delivered 

 
Friday 31st 

Last Day of Term 1 
Assembly 2:10pm 

2:30pm Dismissal 
 

APRIL 

Sat 1st - Tues 18th 
TERM HOLIDAYS 

 

Monday 17th 
Easter Monday  
NO SCHOOL 

 
Tuesday 18th 
Curriculum Day 
NO STUDENTS 

 
Wednesday 19th 

Term 2 Commences 
Grade 6’s and Choir  

1000 Steps  
ANZAC Service 

 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
On Tuesday night, we had our 2016 Annual General Meeting where 
we handed down our 2016 Annual Report. Hard copies are available 
in the office or it can be viewed on our website 
www.tecomaps.vic.edu.au under “About us” > “Annual Report and 
Strategic Plan.”  
Overall our results were very strong with all sections being 
comparable for “like schools” and well above state means. 
Particularly pleasing was the learning gain of students in Grade 3 
2014 to Grade 5 2016 Naplan. (see figure below) 
Children are categorised by the Victorian Curriculum Assessment 
Authority (VCAA) into 3 categories, those achieving low academic 
growth over the 2 years, those achieving medium academic growth 
over the 2 years and those achieving high academic growth over the 
2 years. The state mean is 25% low growth, 50% medium growth 
and 25% high growth. As you can see, our current Grade 6 children, 
when in Grade 5 last year outstripped the state in all areas of 
reading, numeracy, writing, spelling and grammar and punctuation. 
Well done to our teachers, to our children and to you as a supportive 
parent community. 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

http://www.tecomaps.vic.edu.au


While you are on the website, you may notice it requires some updating from 2016 and it will be a 
work in progress over the next month, while we are in the process of training some staff to work 
through this process.  
 
CURRICULUM DAY and HOLIDAYS 
A reminder, the school holidays start next Friday, March 31 at 2.30pm. 
 
Timetable for the last day of Term One, Friday, 31

st
 March 

 

9.00am – 11.00am  Classes  
 

11.00am – 11.30am  Recess 
 

11.30am – 1.00pm   Classes 
 

1.00pm – 2.00pm   Lunch  
 

2.00pm –   2.10pm   Classes 
 

2.10pm - 2.30pm  Whole school assembly. Students dismissed from hall. 
 
A reminder, we don’t start back on the Monday or Tuesday after the 2 week break. School    
Council last month approved a Curriculum Day for the first day of term 2, Tuesday April 18. 
(Easter Monday is April 17). This is therefore a pupil free day. Children start back on Wednesday 
April 19. Grade 6 children and our school choir will be participating in the ANZAC day   
service at the 1000 steps in Ferntree Gully. 
 
PARENT NETWORK 
Last Friday, we had our first parent network meeting and we discussed what we would like to 
achieve in 2017. 
 

 To give the children some fantastic events that they can enjoy and participate in. 

 The opportunity to be able to fundraise for specific targeted items.  
 
We understand that not all parents can make meetings due to work or family commitments 
throughout the day. However, they might be able to make some meetings at night so we are    
going to vary the meeting times around. There are also some that can’t make meetings at all but 
want to assist. If you are in this category, can you please let us know, through tiqbiz, your interest 
and send through your email address. I can then add you to the email distribution list and keep 
you updated of upcoming events, how you might be able to assist and how we are travelling in 
our fundraising endeavours.     
The major item we have targeted this year is the upgrading of the grade 3-6 playground which is 
now 20 years old. Through your generous voluntary contributions and through our school fee 
structure, we have made a significant step towards the first stage of our playground. We have set 
the target of raising $25,000 and our first major event, aside from the Easter Raffle and Mother’s 
Day Stall, is the Lapathon. Our last Lapathon was run in 2013 where collectively we raised 
$22,000 to air condition the grade 1/2 building so it shows what we can achieve with a specific 
target in mind. We will keep you posted of dates. 
 
2017 PREP ENROLMENTS 
We are currently experiencing strong interest in our school with parents booking tours, even at 
this early stage of the year.  We have already accepted enrolments for 2017 (21 or the equivalent 
of one class) and remind parents of students with siblings who will commence Prep next year to 
enrol as soon as possible.  
Thanks for you assistance. 
 
 



PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
The countdown is on to the start of the 2017 Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. It would be great to see all our students participate and 
complete the challenge. What a wonderful achievement this would 
be. Let’s do it Tecoma PS! 
 
The Challenge encourages students to develop a lifelong love of 
reading as well as developing important literacy skills. Students in 
Prep to Year 2 are challenged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books 
and students in Years 3 to 6 are challenged to read 15 books. If 
children are just learning to read, you can help them to 
‘experience’ books by reading to, or with, them and talking about 
the story, text and pictures. 
 
For more information about the Challenge, visit the website at   
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/ 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE 
If your child has been away from school or is going to be away, please send a written note or a 
tiqbiz notification explaining your child’s absence. If not, we are required to put the absence as 
unexplained, however the expectation is we follow up on each and very absence.  
 
LIFE EDUCATION 
Over the next 2 weeks, all students will have the opportunity to participate in the Life 
Education program. As well as the visit to the van, students have been working on a 
number of follow up activities to reinforce the teachings in their classes. Harold the  
Giraffe is also present during the visit which is always a highlight.  
 
GOOD LUCK 
We wish our Prep teacher Miss Shelley Mottin well for tomorrow as she enters a new era in her 
life. On Friday she marries her long time partner Jesse. We wish them well for a long and happy 
life together as a married couple. When Miss Mottin returns, she will be Mrs Smith.  
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Kelly in 3W for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Kelly was here at 9 o’clock 
when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Kelly! 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Welcomed our Preps for their first assembly 
 Handed out Student of the Week award winners 
 Reminded all about the AGM on Tuesday night 
 Reminded all about Parent Network and asked any parents who could help out with Parent 

Network activities to join our email distribution list 
 Welcomed student teachers Megan Zethof and work experience students, Miss H in Prep 

and Miss Lee in 6L 
 Congratulated our Grade 3-6 children on their personal best efforts in what was a hot day at 

Sherbrooke Little Athletics Club last Wednesday. 
 Held off weekend achievements till next week. 
 
See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/


WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 

CLASSROOM HELPER’S COURSE 
This morning we completed session 4 of our Classroom Helper’s Course.  I would like to thanks 
all the parents who attended the 4 sessions and then eagerly went into the classrooms to     
complete their between session activities.  At the assembly on Monday 27

th
 March, these      

wonderful helpers will be presented with their certificates.  I would also like to thank the year 1&2 
teachers and their students and Mr D and the grade 4’s for so warmly welcoming these       
members of our school community into their classrooms to work with them. 
Please make sure you continue to visit the classrooms you have been working in. I am sure 
there will be a notice coming out soon asking parents to assist in the Prep classrooms next term. 
 
NAPLAN NUMERACY 
 
The NAPLAN numeracy tests measure the achievement of students in numeracy. The main    
reference for numeracy as well as mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding is the  
Australian Curriculum: Mathematics. The numeracy tests assess the proficiency strands of      
understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning across the three content strands of   
mathematics: number and algebra; measurement and geometry; and statistics and probability. 
The numeracy tests contain two types of items: multiple-choice and constructed response. In 
Years 7 and 9, students will sit one numeracy test. This test will have two parts: one where     
calculator use is permitted and one where it is not. 
 
The Minimum standards for Year 3 are: 
 
Number 
In number, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 generally recognise, compare and order 
whole numbers with up to three digits, recognising standard representations and different ways 
of partitioning one- and two-digit numbers. 
Students meeting the minimum standard have typically developed computational fluency with 
addition and subtraction of small whole numbers. They generally add and subtract two-digit  
numbers, add the value of coins and use partitioning and grouping to solve simple problems. 
 
Whole numbers 
Students read, recognise and count with whole numbers up to three digits. For example,        
students can generally: 
 recognise three-digit numbers in words and symbols 
 recognise odd and even numbers 
 make given numbers larger or smaller by 1, by 10 or by 100 
 count forwards and backwards by 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 
 skip count by 2s, 5s and 10s. 
 
Students compare and order whole two-digit numbers. They use place value knowledge up to 
the hundreds to interpret different representations of whole numbers. For example, students can 
generally: 
 compare and order two-digit numbers 
 partition one- and two-digit numbers in different ways 
 recognise different standard representations of numbers in hundreds, tens and ones. 
 
Fractions and decimals 
Students halve small amounts and recognise a half and a quarter in familiar contexts. They start 
to interpret decimals in a money context. For example, students can generally: 
 recognise a half and find half of discrete quantities or amounts 
 find half of a symmetrical object 
 interpret key decimals in money contexts as dollars and cents. 
 
 



Calculating 
Students recall basic number facts with small numbers and use them to complete addition and 
subtraction calculations. They recognise situations involving making equal groups. For example, 
students can generally: 
 recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 
 use partitioning to assist addition and subtraction of one- and two-digit numbers 
 interpret repeated addition as multiplication 
 form equal groups of objects, given a visual support 
 count and record the total value of coins in dollars and cents (up to $5). 
 
Applying number 
Students generally identify situations and problems that require addition or subtraction with small 
numbers. For example, students can generally: 
 use addition or subtraction to solve routine problems 
 start to link the correct mathematical terms to the relevant operations (e.g. sum, difference, 

equal groups or equal sharing) 
 recognise situations involving a single operation. 
  
Space 
In space, students at the minimum standard generally recognise basic 2D shapes and their  
properties such as length of sides, and size of angles or areas. They typically recognise and   
visualise familiar 2D shapes such as triangles, squares and circles, and common 3D objects 
such as cubes, prisms, cylinders and cones. They also recognise standard 2D representations  
of common 3D objects, line of symmetry and single turns. They generally follow simple directions 
to find locations on grids and informal maps. 
 
Classification and properties of shapes 
Students typically recognise and describe familiar 2D shapes and common 3D objects. They 
identify them within sketches, diagrams or photographs. For example, students can generally: 
 identify familiar 2D shapes such as squares, rectangles, triangles and circles 
 identify families of common 3D objects such as prisms, cones, cylinders 
 recognise models and 2D diagrams of common 3D objects 
 differentiate between 2D shapes and 3D objects 
 recognise angles in shapes, objects and in turns  
 visualise simple objects made of cubes. 
 
Transformations 
Students recognise line of symmetry in simple 2D shapes. They recognise simple transfor-
mations of familiar shapes. For example, students can generally: 

use folding or other techniques to identify a line of symmetry 
recognise the effect of a single flip, slide or turn 
use symmetry or transformations to continue patterns. 

 
Location and movement 
Students identify pathways and specific locations on simple informal maps, grids and plans. For 
example, students can generally: 

identify the key features of simple informal maps, grids and plans 
use alpha-numeric coordinates to locate position on simple grids 
interpret informal maps or grids of familiar environments 
follow directions for moving from one point to another using the language of turns. 

  
Algebra, function and pattern 
In algebra, function and pattern, students at the minimum standard have pre-algebraic skills and 
concepts that relate mostly to number sense. They relate known facts to simple number         
sentences and number patterns.  
Students at the minimum standard can typically complete addition or subtraction number       
sentences involving small numbers correctly.  



They can model familiar situations with addition or subtraction number sentences. Students can 
identify relationships between consecutive terms in number patterns with constant addition or 
subtraction of small numbers. 
 
Equivalence 
Students at the minimum standard level recognise equivalences in a variety of ways. For         
example, students can generally: 
 recognise a familiar correspondence between two sets of objects 
 order objects according to a common criterion  
 follow a short sequence of instructions 
 recognise an equivalent form of a number or a simple expression 
 identify the same attribute in measurement or spatial contexts. 
 
Patterns 
Students identify and continue patterns and sequences that show increase, decrease and       
repetition. For example, students can generally: 
 recognise and continue a number pattern with a constant addition or subtraction of a small 

whole number 
 identify the change between consecutive terms in a simple pattern. 
 
Measurement, chance and data 
In measurement, chance and data, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 are generally 
able to visually compare by length ordered objects and to choose the instrument that measures 
length. Students can also calculate areas or volumes by counting whole units. They are able to 
read and tell key times on digital and analogue clocks. 
Students meeting the minimum standard record data using one-to-one correspondence and read 
data presented in simple tables, two-way tables and pictographs with one-to-one or one-to-two 
correspondence. 
 
Measures 
Students identify and distinguish the attributes of shapes and objects with respect to length,    
area, volume and mass. They start to use informal units to compare, measure and order a set   
of objects according to a specified attribute. For example, students can generally: 
 understand the language used to describe length in familiar contexts 
 measure length using informal units 
 compare and order objects according to a specific attribute - length, capacity or area. 
 
Students choose and use standard metric units such as metre, centimetre, litre and kilogram. 
They estimate and compare measurements, and choose appropriate instruments to measure to 
the nearest unit. For example, students can generally: 
 decide whether containers hold less, about the same or more than a litre  
 use informal units to estimate length, volume and mass of familiar objects  
 use some relationships between standard units, e.g. 1h = 60 min, 1m = 100 cm 
 read whole-number scales with all calibrations shown. 
 
Students read times and dates using clocks and calendars. For example, students can generally: 
 read half and quarter hour times on analogue clocks  
 read time on digital clocks in hours and minutes 
 recognise the time half an hour before or after a given time. 
 
Data 
Students read data present in tallies and simple tables. They make statements about familiar 
events that are likely or unlikely to happen. For example, students can generally: 
 read and interpret data presented in lists, tallies, tables, pictographs (1:1 or 1:2               

correspondence) or simple column graphs and two-way tables 
 make qualitative judgements about data in frequency tables 
 identify variation of data in tables and graphs. 



UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

Working mathematically 
In working mathematically, the emphasis is on the processes rather than strand-specific content. 
In working mathematically, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 can generally recognise 
and respond to routine questions addressing known facts in familiar contexts. 
Students recall basic facts, terms, procedures or properties of numbers and recognise simple 
shapes in familiar contexts. For example, students can generally: 
 recall names of familiar shapes, symbols and notations 
 recognise images of familiar 2D shapes and 3D objects, and equivalent forms of whole 

numbers and simple number sentences 
 calculate with small numbers and coins 
 retrieve information from simple tables, graphs and pictographs 
 group shapes, objects or numbers according to a common attribute or property 
 compare shapes and objects by lengths, areas and masses. 
 
Students’ ability to apply known problem-solving strategies and procedures to solve routine  
problems is essential for their progress and for their cognitive development. For example,       
students can generally: 
 select the correct operation or a number sentence for a given situation 
 compare information presented in familiar forms 
 interpret simple diagrams and tables 
 construct number sentences by using known facts 
 follow simple instructions 
 solve routine problems involving one or two steps. 
 
As you can see there are many parts of Numeracy being taught and assessed by your child’s 
classroom teacher.  The minimum standards for numeracy describe some of the skills and      
understandings students are generally expected to demonstrate at their particular year of  
schooling. The standards are intended to be a snapshot of typical achievement and do not      
describe the full range of what students are taught or what they may achieve. 
 
Next week we’ll look at the minimum standards for Year 5 students. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“We can all make a difference in the lives of others in need, because it is the most simple of  
gestures that make the most significant of differences.”  
                                                                                  Miya Yamanouchi 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/numeracy/minimum-standards


STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Isla Y Isla, you did such a good job measuring longer and shorter items in the 
Prep room last week. You checked to make sure you were doing your 

personal best and drew some wonderful pictures to show what you 
measured. Well done Isla! :-) 

Prep M Charlie F During reading groups Charlie was practising writing letters. When she 
found some letters more of a challenge to write she said, “That’s ok, I will 
just keep on trying”.  I love your  ‘can do’ attitude Charlie. Thank you for 

always wearing your positive pants! 

Prep W Harry H Harry worked very hard when completing a piece of writing last week. He 
used his knowledge of sounds and letters to spell unfamiliar words and 
completed his work to a high standard. Congratulations Harry, keep        

up the great work!  

1P 

 

Cooper E For the concerted effort Cooper is putting into coming into class happily 
and independently after briefly saying goodbye to mum. It’s great to see 

what a big grade one boy you are now becoming Cooper!! Awesome. 

1R Lucas L Lucas is a friend to all in our classroom. He goes beyond and above to help 
others in their learning and on the playground. Thank you Lucas for being 

such a reliable and kind classmate. 
1V Sienna B For writing a very interesting and engaging recount of our  

excursion to Healesville Sanctuary, which included a  
sizzling start, as well as describing words! Awesome writing Sienna! 

2N Ethan G Ethan is to be congratulated on how hard he is working on his personal 
goals.  He has put in an amazing effort and has mastered making good 

choices and staying focused while working on the mat.  Great work Ethan! 

2R Eva M Well done Eva on the effort and perseverance you put into your maths 
work this week. By working through the problems, you were able to find 

the correct solutions to some pretty tricky sums. Keep up the          
amazing effort! 

3GP Dane S Dane has worked hard to improve his handwriting ensuring that capitals 
and lower case letters are used appropriately and that the dotted thirds are 

used to achieve correct sizing and formation of letters. 

3W Indianah H Indy worked quickly and independently on her Story Cube about “Big Pet 
Day” during Reading Groups.  She concisely summarised the story and 

took great care with presentation.  Nice work Indy.  

4D Ethan S For being the master builder of our class. Ethan assisted with constructing 
book shelves and organising our room.  Congratulations Ethan.  

4V Jacinta K For persisting with her editing and striving to publish her best work, even 
though it meant putting in extra effort. Well done Jacinta, you should be 

proud of yourself! 

4V Charlotte C For being thoughtful and kind towards others by bringing in extra 
materials to share and giving many helping hands. Thank you for always 

looking out for others Charlotte! 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

5G Ava L  Ava’s constant ‘give it a go’ attitude is marvellous.  She has experienced 
quite a few struggles with a broken arm, yet has managed to achieve so 

much, all with a big beaming smile and positive determination.                 
A wonderful effort Ava! 

6F Emily C Emily had such a fantastic attitude to everything at our Athletics Day last 
week. She hurt herself on the hurdles and despite being down, she was not 
out. Emily, you cheered everyone on, was helpful and showed a real ‘Can 

Do’ attitude - Fantastic effort! 
6F Amelie V Amelie wrote a fantastic persuasive piece, reflecting on previous work and 

ensuring she used many tricks of the trade to create a compelling and well-
rounded argument. Well done Amelie - you improved your writing by 
listening and ensuring you ticked all the boxes. What a great way to set 

yourself up for high school next year! 

JAPANESE Toby H Toby-kun has been learning origami art and promoting Japanese culture 
in his class.  すごい！(“Sugoi!”: Great job!)  

 TECOMA EASTER RAFFLE 

We are now collecting donations for our 
Easter Raffle drawn on Thursday,   

March 30th at 2pm. Please bring your       
chocolate bunnies, small soft toys, books, etc., to our 
school office by Monday, March 27th. Raffle tickets are 
$1 each. Money raised will go towards new playground 

equipment for our school. Many thanks!    

 
    



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 

 

 Easter Raffle Donations must be in by Monday as we will be having our 
raffle draw on Thursday at lunchtime. Also, Hot Cross Bun Orders must 
be in by Tuesday, March 28th. 

 Thank you to all of our parents that have paid their Essential Items.    
Unfortunately, we are still missing a few. Please pop into the office next 
week to make payment. If you are having financial difficulty please see 
Karin, Heather or Anthea in the office to set up a payment plan. If you 
are on a payment plan, please make sure you are keeping up to date. 

 ALL PARENTS/VISITORS ENTERING THE SCHOOL GROUNDS MUST 
VISIT THE OFFICE BEFORE GOING TO THE CLASSROOMS.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 

UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN TUESDAY MORNINGS (8:45 TO 
9:15am) AND WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS (3:15 TO 3:45pm). 

PLEASE TRY TO MAKE THESE TIMES IF POSSIBLE.  

SWIMMING 

Expression of Interest Swimming Notices went out this week.  
As our student  numbers are increasing, there are fewer spots 
available this year. We recommend that you get your form and 
deposit in as quickly as possible. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to ring the school office on 9754 2354. 

OSHC NEWS 

PLEASE NOTE THAT AFTER SCHOOL CARE CLOSES 
AT 5PM ON THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL,                

FRIDAY MARCH 31ST.  



2017 Regional Swimming Carnival 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to  Lucinda V, Jaye C, Evie O, Tia M, Merinda F, Asha D, Emily C, Amelie V and 
Jasmine O who participated in the School Sports Victoria (SSV) Regional Swimming Carnival on 
Friday at Aquanation Swimming Complex in Ringwood. All students participated to a high   
standard and should be very proud of their achievements. We competed against both public and 
private schools throughout the Eastern Metro Region so the competition was tough and our    
students all gave 100%. Well done team on a great effort. 

 



GRADE 3 - 6 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
Tecoma P.S. Grade 3 to 6 Inter-house Athletics Carnival 
 
Our Tecoma Athletics Day held at Sherbrooke Athletics Track on Wednesday was a great     
success! Not only did Melbourne put on some great weather for us, but all of Tecoma Primary 
School achieved some great results.  
 
Students participated in long jump, triple jump, shot put, discus, 100m, high jump and hurdles 
with an option to also participate in 1500m.  
 
The team spirit was high throughout the day and it was great to see students proudly wearing 
their house colours. Our final house results with house trophy will be announced at Monday 
mornings assembly. 
 
Thanks to all the parents who assisted on the day and to all the parents, grandparents and    
family members who came along to support our school. We also had assistance from Upwey 
High students and the Sherbrooke Little Athletics Club (Gary, Greg and Jackson) who were 
great in helping us set up the events. Sherbrooke Little Aths Club were very generous allowing 
us to use their equipment for the day.  
 
If your child or children are interested in participating in Little Athletics, the Sherbrooke Little  
Athletics Club always welcomes any new athletes to their club. To find our more information 
about Little Aths please go to their website http://www.sherbrookelac.org.au/jointheclub.html to 
find out how to join now.  
 
Congratulations on a fantastic day! 

 

http://www.sherbrookelac.org.au/jointheclub.html


AFLW Half Time Auskick Game 
 
On Saturday night 12 students from Tecoma PS  along with several students from 
our school who play for Belgrave FC participated in half time games at the AFL 
Women’s match. It was great to see our students supporting both the Melbourne 
and Freemantle women’s teams on Saturday night. All of our students had a great 
time playing in some rather warm conditions. 

Music News 
 
The choir will be performing at Upwey High School this Saturday 25th March at 
11:30 am. 
 
Come and hear us sing. For some of our members it is their first performance. 
 
Some of children's artwork will also be on display. 
 
We hope to see you there. 
 
Sally Connell 








