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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MARCH 

Thurs 22nd & Fri 23rd 
Author Visit 

Adam Wallace 
 

Monday 26th 
Market Day  
Grades 5/6 

 
Wednesday 28th 
EASTER RAFFLE 

DRAWN 2PM 
 

Thursday 29th 
Convicts, Gold & 

ANZACS Incursion 
Grades 3/4 

END OF TERM 1 
2:30PM Dismissal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 

Monday  16th 
Term 2 Begins 

 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
On Tuesday night, School Council approved a pupil free day for 
Monday May 7. On that day, our whole staff will be undertaking 
a professional development on the “SMART Spelling” program.  
Please mark this day in your diary but we will also remind you 
through the newsletter each week. 
 
END OF TERM 
Thursday, 29

th
 March is the last day of term. The time table will look 

as follows: 
 
9.00am – 11.00am  Students in class  
11.00am – 11.30am  Recess 
11.30am – 1.00pm   Students in class 
1.00pm – 1.10pm  Students eat lunch in class  
1.10pm – 2.00pm   Lunch play 
2.00pm  – 2.15pm  Students in class 
2.15pm – 2.30pm   Whole school assembly  
2.30pm   Students dismissed 
 
EASTER RAFFLE 
Please keep your Easter raffle donations coming in as well as trying 
to sell your 5 tickets that were sent home. The cut off for the 
donations is this Monday as our Parent Network will be gathering to 
put the hampers together.  
Thank you for your support. 
 
FETE on SATURDAY NOVEMBER 24 
At Parent Network last week, we decided to run a mini fete on the 
day of the State Election, on November 24. We thought it was a 
perfect time to run a smaller scale fete with so many visitors coming 
to our school to vote. 
We are also of the view that this experience, should it be successful 
which course it will be, may lead to a bigger fete in 2019/20. 
We will be looking for helpers, organisers, coordinators, people with 
contacts so if you can assist in any way, please contact the school. 
The Parent Network will be meeting again on Tuesday April 17 at 
9:00am. Hope to see you there. 



PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
The 2018 Premiers Reading Challenge is now open. It would be great to 
see all our students participate and complete the challenge. What a    
wonderful achievement this would be. Today we sent home some        
information about this. If you would like to participate, please complete 
the form and we will send home your user name and password. They can 
really get off to a flying start over the holidays. 
 
The Challenge encourages students to develop a lifelong love of reading 
as well as developing important literacy skills. Students in Prep to Year 2 
are challenged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books and students in Years 3 to 6 are challenged to 
read 15 books. If children are just learning to read, you can help them to ‘experience’ books by 
reading to, or with, them and talking about the story, text and pictures. 
 
For more information about the Challenge, visit the website at                                        
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/ 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE 
If your child has been away from school or is going to be away, please send a written note or a 
flexibuzz notification explaining your child’s absence. If not, we are required to put the absence 
as unexplained, however the expectation is we follow up on each and every absence.  
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 

 Welcomed our Preps for their first assembly 

 Handed out Student of the Week awards  

 Congratulated our grade 3-6 children on their personal best efforts in what was a hot day at 
Sherbrooke Little Athletics Club last Wednesday 

 Heard about the Market Day the grade 5/6 children have put together for next Monday as 
part of their economics study this term 

 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements 
 
Next week, I am taking 4 days long service leave so Mrs Double will take the reins of the school. 
To everyone in our community, thank you for a fantastic start to the year. Have a great and well 
deserved Easter and holiday break and I will see you back here on Monday April 16.  

 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 

Coles Sports for  
Schools 

 
Coles Sports for Schools is back! The program gives schools across Australia the        
opportunity to earn sports gear just by collecting vouchers from Coles. 
For every $10 you spend at Coles you will receive a voucher. When you receive  a    
voucher, you can bring the voucher/s to the school and place them in marked box at our 
school office. 
All the vouchers we collect will go towards purchasing sporting equipment for the       
students. The more vouchers we receive, the more points we earn, the more sporting 
equipment we can redeem. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/


NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
Tomorrow we will be running the second session of our Classroom Helper’s Course.  We have 
16 parents who are taking part in this years’ course and we thank them for the commitment they 
are making to be Classroom Helpers in our school.  This lovely article, below, shares one       
parents’ experience of what it is like being a Classroom Helper: 
 
A Parent in the Classroom: by Susan Macciocca 

an abstract taken from Melbourne Child, March 2011 
 
"To the kids I am Eddy’s mum.  To me, they are my son’s classmates.  But each week, for an 
hour, we read together.  I have got to know how Talia meticulously point to each word as she 
reads; how Jake works out the book’s repeating sequence and then rips through the book so he 
can move onto something more exciting.  I know to wait when Adam pauses on a word; that his 
frowning face means he is processing the letters like a mini-computer, and that just when I have 
started to wonder if he is daydreaming, he will blurt the word out.  I know which kids bite their 
nails when they are nervous, and which kids stick out their tongue when they are concentrating. 
 
Being in the classroom I get to snoop.  I see how my son interacts with other kids, how his  
teacher manages boys who can’t sit still, and how the social and academic abilities of the kids 
vary.  The children work in groups at nearby tables while they take it in turns to read to me, so I 
overhear some priceless conversations. 
 
I am still surprised to see how chuffed Eddy is when I am in there; even months after the novelty 
of having Mum in the classroom should have worn off. I am glad that for now having Mum 
around is okay. 
 
But it is not the snooping I am there for.  I love huddling over a book with a child, sharing the 
jokes on the pages, unlocking the mystery of words.  Yes, the books themselves can be on the 
predictable side, but I’m not expecting to be hoodwinked by a plot twist.  I love that the kids want 
to learn.  They are not yet too cool for school.  They want to please.  They haven’t yet hidden 
who they are under masks of bravado and indifference, so I can feel their personalities as we 
read.  It is a special, brief kind of intimacy. And for those kids who find reading hard, well, I know 
I’ve done something good”. 
 
Thank you to all our parents, grandparent, friends and relatives and community members who 
come and assist in our classrooms and in the Reading Room.  The children and the staff at 
Tecoma are so pleased that you make the time to spend with us and are eternally grateful for the 
support that you give. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Di Double 
 
"Use what talents you possess.  The woods would be very silent if no bird sang there except 
those that sang best!”    - Henry van Dyke 



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 Grade 3/4 Camp forms must be returned by tomorrow. Final 
payments are due no later than Monday 16th April (1st day of 
Term 2).  

  Cost: $235 

 Term 1 Levies should all have been paid.  

 Please find the costs below: 

  Prep   $8 

  Grade 1/2 $15 

  Grade 3/4 $35 

  Grade 5/6 $35 

 CSEF Forms can now be collected from the school office.  

 Student Information Amendments will be going out next Term. 
If you have changed jobs, phone numbers or moved house, 
please let us know. 

All the best, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 

Upwey High School Open day and Sporting Hub Grand Opening 

This Saturday sees the grand opening of the Upwey Tecoma sporting hub on Chosen Ave as well as the 

Upwey High School Open Day. The school will be open from 10am, with a Music Concert, Volleyball   

displays and the Streeton Student Art Exhibition. The Art Exhibition features students from local Primary 

and Secondary Schools.  

This is an opportunity to Meet the Principal of Upwey High School and go on a school tour at 10.30am 

(bookings can be made by contacting 9754 2838). Coffee, cake stall and a sausage sizzle will support the 

entertainment from the free music concert of students from primary and secondary school. At 12.30pm, 

the focus shifts from the main part of the school down to the school oval and the new Upwey/Tecoma 

Community Recreational and Sporting Hub and its grand opening. Featuring a free music concert, the 

Grass roots Market and food/coffee and events for the children, the entertainment is scheduled to    

conclude at 5pm. 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following 
days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

Streeton Student Art Exhibition and Awards 2018 

Upwey High School is proud to host the 2018 Streeton Student Art Awards.  Entries are now    
being taken for all categories for the 2018 event. The exhibition for the Streeton Art Awards will 
take place in the Later Years Centre at Upwey High School on Saturday 24 March from 10am 
until 2.30pm 

The awards have five categories in 2018-  

 
 

We ask that students enter the category related to their Year level in 2018. 
All mediums of work are accepted. There is no set theme. Students can enter as many times as 
they wish.  

Entries can be completed either on-line at www.upweyartsfestival.com or a representative from 
Upwey High School can collect entries from your primary school.  

Entry is free into the competition and free entry to view the show. The exhibition will be open as 

part of the Yarra Ranges Council Grand Opening of the Upwey/Tecoma Community Recreation 

Building on Chosen Ave Upwey. As part of the opening, a Festival afternoon has been organised 

from Midday til 5pm on the Upwey High School oval.   

Category Prize 

Lower Primary School- Prep to Year 3 $100 

Upper Primary School- Years 4-6 $100 

Lower Secondary School- Years 7-9 $100 

Upper Secondary School- years 10-12 $100 

http://www.upweyartsfestival.com


STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep C Loren T Loren is a kind, caring and considerate person who shows initiative by 
helping to clean and organise the classroom. You are a wonderful 

friend and we are lucky to have you in Prep C. 

Prep K Lydia M-G Lydia, it has been wonderful watching how much you have been caring 
for your peers over the last few weeks. You are helping others and 

ensuring your peers feel happy outside at play time. Great work Lydia!   

Prep W Jet H Jet was an excellent helper during P.E. last week and demonstrated lots 
of activities for the other students. Mrs Cumming thought your help 

and effort was absolutely amazing!   

Prep Y Sunny P Sunny, your commitment to your learning of letters, sounds and 
words is fantastic. You not only work very well in class, concentrating 
during lessons and contributing to our class discussions, but you also 
work beautifully at home with Mum and Dad to build upon what you 

have learnt and further develop your learning.  
1P James H It is wonderful to see how enthusiastic and motivated James is in 

progressing with his reading. He reads regularly at home and enjoys 
quiet reading in class, which have helped him to make great 

improvement in his knowledge of words.  AWESOME WORK James! 

1R Cooper B Wow! Cooper I have been so impressed with your handwriting this 
week. You are trying your best to form all your letters correctly and 
write your words neatly.  I am so proud of you Cooper, keep up the 

great work! 
1R Olivia V Olivia has been very motivated in class to achieve both her goals for 

the semester. She is becoming more organised in class, remembering to 
take a book home each night and is becoming more independent 
when reading in the morning. It has been so fantastic to see Olivia 

motivated and try her personal best. Well done Olivia! 

1V Sam R Sam is working very hard to achieve his personal learning goal for 
reading. Both at school and home, he tries his best and uses good 

reading strategies. He is organised whilst bringing books to and from 
school, and enjoys reading books for fun!                                          

You are a ‘Reading Star’ Sam!! 

2M Thomas B  Thomas has become our resident tub fixer. When one of our tubs falls 
out, the call “Thomas” is heard and he magically helps whoever’s in 

need to return their tub under their desk. Thomas is also amazing at 
helping keep our room really tidy. 

2M Sienna B  What a fantastic effort you have put into your first homework task 
Sienna. You have added detail and presented your work really neatly. 
And this is how you have completed all tasks in the classroom too. 

Well done. 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

2N Jarvis G Jarvis is setting a wonderful example on how to listen closely, and wait 
for his turn to share his ideas and thoughts. Fantastic work Jarvis, you 

are a role model for all to follow. 
3GN River W River is a very focussed worker. He puts 100% effort into everything he 

does, displaying an enthusiastic attitude. What a great role model! 

3M Lewis A Lewis has worked hard, writing and drawing in his convict journal.  He 
adopted the role of a convict who stole eight pigs and was transported 

to Australia for seven years.  You have worked so well in class        
Lewis, well done! 

3W Charli P Charli has been really interested in our Science topic of “Solids, Liquids 
and Gases” this term and has been able to answer many questions with 

accurate answers. This shows she has been listening really carefully.  
Great work Charli.  

4D Cody L For working diligently on his convict journals. Cody has written many 
detailed pieces of work that demonstrate his understanding of the hard 
and cruel life some convicts endured. Congratulations Cody and keep 

up the fantastic work!  

4D Asher G Asher has worked extremely hard during our investigations into the 
exploits of the First Fleet.  He has continually voiced his own opinions 

and shared his thoughts with the rest of the class.             
Congratulations Asher. 

4V Lucinda V For being a caring and selfless friend. Lucinda, you carried a friend’s 
bag, as well as your own, for a whole excursion day as she was on 

crutches. That was very kind and thoughtful of you!  
Thanks for being a wonderful member of our community! 

4V Tristian S For using vivid vocabulary during his convict journal writing. Tristian, 
you have been putting WOW words into your writing, including 

words like treacherous, silky and savage. Fantastic effort! Keep up the 
wonderful writing :) 

5G Xander H Xander is always willing to take on challenges to excel his learning and 
help him achieve his personal best. He has recently set a goal to learn 
50 complex words by the end of term 2 and he is well on his way to 

knowing about 100 by that time. His diligence in completing      
homework and in class tasks is commendable. Xander has been 

persisting in maths and doing extension tasks despite self-doubt—he 
does not give up. Keep challenging yourself Xander. 

5G Niamh W Niamh is an incredibly creative individual, she is not afraid to make 
mistakes or ask questions during class time. When given any task, 

Niamh not only gets the work done efficiently, she also thinks outside 
the box and provides clever and creative alternatives to the task given. 
When asked to put her spelling words into sentences, Niamh took this 

a step further and wrote a quirky story that connected all of the 
spelling words. It’s always a joy to see her work  and talent. I’m looking 

forward to seeing her develop these skills in future! 



5R Billy W Well done on the amazing way you attempted all activities during 
Camp, Billy. You tried your best and were very supportive of others 

showing good sportsmanship and compassion.                                   
You are to be commended. 

5R Jonathan U Jono, I admire the way you gave camp a go, despite really not wanting 
to come. You pushed through anyway and found a confidence in 

yourself that you can do anything. Well done! 

6F Merinda F Merinda has been a revelation during our Market Day preparations. As 
her groups’ idea evolved, she was onto all changes, organising the 
budget and any adjustments that needed to be made. Merinda was       
diligent and well-prepared on behalf of her team, so when she was 
unavailable they could pick up and continue to plan a successful 

Market Day stall. Great leadership Merinda! 
6F Calista J Calista has such a wonderful, positive energy in our classroom. She is 

kind and considerate, helpful to others and always ensures everybody 
feels included. Thank you for helping to make 6F a supportive place   

to be! 
6M Heath J-B Heath demonstrated dedication to his learning in the completion of 

his persuasive piece and book review. Although it challenged him, he 
never gave up and was committed to completing this task to the best 
of his ability. His work demonstrated creative thinking and thorough 

understanding of the impact of child labour. Well Done Heath!  

6M Ava L Ava has demonstrated integrity by being a supportive and honest 
friend. Ava has been observed supporting others in the classroom in 
relation to learning and also being a good friend. Ava consistently 
does the right thing, is inclusive of others and makes good choices. 

Ava ensures others are supported and that they feel comfortable at all 
times. Well done on reflecting the school values and being a friend 

people can rely on!  
JAPANESE Javier C Javier-kun (Mr. Javier) showed great patience and put a lot of effort in 

recording the speaking task with his partner.    
よくできました！  (yo-ku de-ki-ma-shi-ta! : Well done!) 

GRADE NAME REASON 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE 5/6 MARKET DAY - MONDAY 
All students and parents are welcome to attend the market 

from 11:30am to 1:00pm. 20 different businesses sharing their 
wares, including food, activities and products ranging from     

$1 - $4. Please bring coins if possible.   



 TECOMA CHICKEN ROSTER 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP CARE FOR OUR CHOOKS  
OVER THE EASTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, PLEASE FILL 
IN THE FORM BELOW AND HAND INTO THE OFFICE.  

I WILL THEN LET YOU KNOW WHEN YOU ARE 

 ROSTERED ON. 

WE WOULD REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

 

 

Chrissy (Mother Hen) 

 

 

———————————————————————————— 

 

NAME…………………………………………………………………… 

 

 Childs Name………………………………………………………….. 

 

Phone Number:………………………………………………………... 

    







GRADE 3 - 6 INTER HOUSE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
Our Tecoma Athletics Day was held at Sherbrooke Athletics Track last Thursday. Not only did 
Melbourne put on some great weather for us, but Tecoma Primary School achieved some great 
results.  
 
Students participated in long jump, triple jump, shot put, discus, 100m, high jump and hurdles 
with an option to also participate in 1500m and 800m.  
 
The team spirit was high throughout the day and it was great to see students proudly wearing 
their house colours. Our final house results and house trophy will be presented at Monday    
morning’s assembly. 
 
Thanks to all the parents who assisted on the day and to all the parents, grandparents and    
family members who came along to support our school. We also had assistance from the    
Sherbrooke Little Athletics Club (Jackson) who was great in helping us set up the events.    
Sherbrooke Little Aths Club were very generous allowing us to use their equipment for the day.  
 
If your child or children are interested in participating in Little Athletics, the Sherbrooke Little   
Athletics Club always welcome any new athletes to their club. To find out more information about 
Little Aths please check out their website http://www.sherbrookelac.org.au/jointheclub.html.  
 
Congratulations on a fantastic day! 
 

http://www.sherbrookelac.org.au/jointheclub.html


 TECOMA EASTER RAFFLE 

We are now collecting donations for our 
Easter Raffle drawn on Wednesday,   

March 28th at 2pm. Please bring your       
chocolate bunnies, small soft toys, books, etc., to our 
school office by Monday, March 26th. Raffle tickets are 
$1 each. Money raised will go towards garden equipment 

for the school. Many thanks!    

 
    

CONGRATULATIONS REGIONAL SWIMMERS 

Congratulations to  Lucinda V, Jaye C, Evie O, Indianah H, Merinda F, Zoe P, Lauren S and   

Amber H who participated in the School Sports Victoria (SSV) Regional Swimming Carnival on 

Friday at Aquanation Swimming Complex in Ringwood. All students participated to a high    

standard and should be very proud of their achievements. We competed against both public and 

private schools throughout the Eastern Metro Region so the competition was tough and our     

students all gave 100%. Well done team on a great effort. 

Ronan C, Jonathan U, Jed F and Austin H all took part in the District 
Tennis tournament last Monday and Tuesday.  

Well done to our tennis stars! 








