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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
MARCH 

Friday 17th 
Regional Swimming 

Carnival @ Aquanation 
Ringwood 

(participating students 
only) 

HEALESVILLE 
SANCTUARY 
EXCURSION 
Grades 1 & 2 

 
Saturday 18th 
Girls AFL Match 

Casey Fields 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Monday 20th 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 21st 
AGM School Council   

7pm 
 

Wednesday 22nd 
Year 5’s Upwey HS Visit/ 

Life Education Van 
 

Thursday 23rd 
Parent Helper’s Course - 

Module 4 
 

CHILD SAFETY AT TECOMA PRIMARY SCHOOL  
The Victorian Parliament’s Betrayal of Trust inquiry led to the 
development of seven child safe standards which aim to embed a 
culture of child safety in all organisations providing services to 
children. Last year the Education sub-committee developed our 
Child Safe Policy which was then endorsed by the Tecoma Primary 
School Council. The Child Safe policy is reviewed annually and 
complements many other existing policies designed to enhance the 
safety of our students in a range of contexts. Further information 
regarding the Child Safe standards can be accessed at http://
www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/childsafe/Pages/default.html  
 
PARENT NETWORK 
A reminder after last weeks announcement, we have a Parent 
Network meeting this Friday, March 17 at 9.05 am in the staff room. 
Come in groups, come with a friend, we are always looking for new 
people to be able to assist in giving the children events that we as a 
staff can’t run without parent support. 
If you can’t make it, but you would like to be involved, please let us 
know via the TiqBiz App, leaving your email address, and we will 
add you to the email distribution list. 
We have 280 families in our school and we really need more 
numbers than the 3 that we had at our first meeting last week to be 
able to run the events that the children look forward to.  
Looking forward to a big turn out. 
 
CURRICULUM DAY 
A reminder for your calendar, School Council last month approved a 
Curriculum Day for the first day of term 2, Tuesday April 18. 
(Easter Monday is April 17). This is therefore a pupil free day.  
On this day, all staff will be working with a cluster of 5 other schools 
looking at numeracy and learning continuums. 
Our school is part of a Framework for Improving Student Outcomes 
(FISO) numeracy cluster with 5 other schools and this will be the 
first major get together of all staff where we will meet for shared 
learning. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
A reminder that all photos are this Monday, 20th March.  
All students must be in full summer school uniform please.  



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
One of the many questions I get asked when showing prospective parents around the school is  
“What extra activities can our children take part in?” 
In the greater scheme of things, our school is not a big school, however, it is the largest in this 
immediate area. One of our school values is “community” as we strive to maintain the small   
community feel of the school in that we know the children and yourselves as parents. Being 
slightly larger has its benefits as we have more staff that we can release and/or volunteer to run 
the extra curricular lunch time activities. 
 
Over the past 3 years, we have run at various stages the following activities: 
 

 Coding Club 

 Robotics 

 Drama Club 

 Drawing Club 

 Writing club 

 Library open at lunchtimes 

 David Attenborough Club 

 Mythbusters 

 Aerobics 

 Soccer 

 Volleyball 

 Chess club 

 Lego club 

 Choir 

 Ensemble 

 Grade 1/2  “wow dancers” 

 Various instrumental lessons 
 

What this means is that the children, if they are looking for something to do, can easily go and 
engage in something outside the standard playground. Many of the above activities are seasonal 
and don’t run all the time. Some, as we use an outside facilitator such as robotics and chess club, 
have a fee.  
 
Currently at our school,  the following activities are running: 
 

Monday: Art Club, Library, Aerobics 
Tuesday: Choir, Chess, Volleyball 
Wednesday: Lego club, Library, Volleyball 
Thursday: Robotics, Aerobics 
Friday: Code Club, Library 
 

If your child comes home and says, “I had nothing to do at lunchtime”, gently point them in the 
direction of some of the activities that are running. 
 
ANNUAL REPORT 
As advertised last week, our Annual General Meeting is on Tuesday 21

st
 March at 7pm. All    

community members are welcome to attend. 
 
PREP STUDENTS TO FULLTIME 
As of yesterday, our Preps are attending school fulltime. Thank you to all the parents of these  
students for your support throughout the first 5 ‘Prep–free Wednesday’ weeks. This has enabled 
the teachers to perform some valuable testing and assess each child’s entry level.  
 



UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY: 

There was no assembly this week due to the public holiday 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

 TECOMA EASTER RAFFLE 

We are now collecting donations for our 
Easter Raffle drawn on Thursday,   

March 30th at 2pm. Please bring your       
chocolate bunnies, small soft toys, 

books, etc., to our school office by Monday, March 27th. 
Raffle tickets are $1 each. Money raised will go towards 

new playground equipment for our school.                
Many thanks!    

 
    



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 

CLASSROOM HELPER’S COURSE 
Next Thursday we will complete session 4 of our Classroom Helper’s Course.  I would like to 
thanks all the parents who attended the 4 sessions and then eagerly went into the classrooms to 
complete their between session activities.  At the assembly on Monday 27

th
 March, these       

wonderful helpers will be presented with their certificates.  
Please make sure you continue to visit the classrooms you have been working in. I am sure 
there will be a notice coming out soon asking parents to assist in the Prep classrooms next term. 
 
NAPLAN 
 
Language Conventions 
The language conventions tests assess spelling, grammar and punctuation. Literacy knowledge 
and skills are essential to effective communication across all learning areas. However, the tools 
of language, including language conventions, are explicitly developed in the English learning  
area. Therefore the content assessed in the language conventions tests is aligned to the       
Australian Curriculum: English. 
 
The language conventions tests focus on the use and knowledge of language conventions in 
written standard Australian English. These skills are essential to the development of reading and 
writing. The content of the language conventions tests particularly complements the writing tests 
where spelling, grammar and punctuation are explicitly assessed in context. However, students’ 
understanding of language conventions is also necessary for reading. 
 
National minimum standards describe some of the skills and understandings students are      
generally expected to demonstrate at their particular year of schooling. There are two sets of 
minimum standards for language conventions – minimum standards for spelling, and minimum 
standards for grammar and punctuation. This is because it is not possible to establish a single 
assessment scale for all these areas. The standards are intended to be a snapshot of typical 
achievement and do not describe the full range of what students are taught or what they may 
achieve.  
 

The minimum Standards for Spelling are: 
 
Year 3 
In spelling, Year 3 students at the minimum standard generally identify and correct errors in    
frequently used one-syllable words and some frequently used two-syllable words with double  
letters. 
Students can correct identified errors in: 
 

 frequently used one-syllable words 

 frequently used two-syllable words with regular spelling patterns. 
  
Year 5 
In spelling, Year 5 students at the minimum standard generally identify and correct errors in most 
one- and two-syllable words with regular spelling patterns and some less frequently used words 
with double letters. 
Students can correct identified errors in: 
 

 frequently used one-syllable long vowel words 

 frequently used one-syllable words with irregular spelling patterns 

 common one-syllable verbs with tense markers 

 high frequency two-syllable words 

 Students can identify and correct errors in: 

 frequently used one-syllable words 

 high frequency compound words 

 less frequently used multi-syllable words with double letters.  

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/language-conventions/minimum-standards---spelling
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/language-conventions/minimum-standards---grammar-and-punctuation
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/language-conventions/minimum-standards---grammar-and-punctuation


Year 7 
In spelling, Year 7 students at the minimum standard generally identify and correct errors in most 
frequently used multi-syllable words with regular spelling patterns and some words with silent 
letters. 
Students can correct identified errors in: 
 

 less frequently used one-syllable words 

 less frequently used compound words with regular spelling patterns 

 two-syllable words with irregular spelling patterns 

 less frequently used multi-syllable adverbs. 

 Students can identify and correct errors in: 

 one-syllable ‘soft c’ words 

 one-syllable words ending with silent letters 

 one-syllable words with irregular spelling patterns 

 frequently used compound words with irregular spelling patterns. 
 
The minimum Standards for Grammar and Punctuation are: 
 

Year 3 
In grammar and punctuation, Year 3 students at the minimum standard generally identify        
features of a simple sentence. They identify some common grammatical conventions such as 
the correct use of past and present tense and the use of pronouns to replace nouns in           
sentences. They typically recognise the correct use of punctuation in written English, such as 
capitalisation for sentence beginnings and proper nouns. 
In grammar students can: 
 

 identify the correct preposition required to complete a sentence 

 identify the correct pronoun required to complete  a sentence 

 identify the correct adverb of time required to complete a sentence 

 identify the correct form of a participle required to complete a sentence. 

 In punctuation students can: 

 identify the correct location of a full stop 

 identify proper nouns that require capitalisation. 
  

Year 5 
In grammar and punctuation, Year 5 students at the minimum standard generally identify      
common grammatical conventions such as the correct use of conjunctions and verb forms. They 
typically recognise the correct use of punctuation in written English, such as the use of question 
marks and speech marks for direct speech. 
In grammar students can: 
 

 identify the correct conjunction required to join a pair  of simple sentences 

 identify the correct form of the verb required to complete  a sentence 

 identify which adverb in a sentence describes how an  action took place 

 identify the correct plural pronoun required to complete a sentence. 

 In punctuation students can: 

 identify direct speech that uses capital letters, question marks and speech marks. 
 
Year 7 
In grammar and punctuation, Year 7 students at the minimum standard generally identify      
common grammatical conventions such as the correct use of relative pronouns and clauses. 
They typically recognise the correct use of punctuation in written English, such as the use of 
apostrophes for possession and of commas to separate nouns in lists. 
In grammar students can: 
 

 identify the correct form of the verb required to complete a complex sentence 



 identify the correct personal pronoun required to complete  a sentence  

 identify correct subject-verb agreement in a sentence 

 identify the phrase required to complete a sentence. 

 In punctuation students can: 

 locate a comma to separate items in a list. 
 
Next week we will look at other curriculum areas which are assessed through NAPLAN. 
 
DISABLED CAR PARK 
Can I please remind drivers entering our school carpark that we do have members of our school 
community who need to use our disabled carpark (the one which is immediately outside the 
school’s front gate).  This carpark is not a pickup bay for your child/ren and it should be used by 
no one other than members of our school community who have a disabled sticker displayed.  
Thank you for your consideration of those who need this carpark and for ensuring you park in the 
correct area. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“We can all make a difference in the lives of others in need, because it is the most simple of  
gestures that make the most significant of differences.”  
                                                                                  Miya Yamanouchi 

2017 Divisional Swimming Carnival 





STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Ash R I am so proud of how much effort you put into your handwriting last 
week Ash. Although it was tricky, you kept trying and didn’t give up!  

I just love your ‘can do’ attitude! Keep it up :-). 

Prep M Shiloh H For the determination and enthusiasm he shows towards learning to write 
his name. Shiloh set himself this goal at the start of the year and I am 
blown away by the persistence and drive he shows every day. What a 

fantastic start to becoming a life long learner. 

Prep W Riordan H Riordan has worked really hard to wear his positive pants to school every 
day! He now comes into class smiling, happy and ready to learn! You 

should be very proud of yourself Riordan.  

1P 

 

Madeline H For the amazing way Madeline has been working in Mathematics and 
completing many sums about subtraction. Marvellous Madeline!! 

1R Ella M Well done Ella on working so hard on your weekend recount.  You 
hooked me in and made me want to keep reading with your sizzling 

starter, fantastic job!  
1V Sophia B For achieving 25 nights of Home Reading. 

Great work Sophia!  Congratulations on your enthusiastic and  
consistent commitment to reading every night!  You are a star! 

1V Dominique  For achieving 25 nights of Home Reading. 
Great work Dominique you have put in your best effort and  
achieved excellent progress in your reading! You are a star! 

2C Imilla S Imilla has made a wonderful start to Tecoma Primary School. She has made 
an effort to get to know everyone in 2C and has enjoyed teaching the class 

some new things including a drama game and some drawing techniques. 
Imilla we are lucky to have you! 

2N Sadie G Sadie, finished her homework on time, made sure that it was all done and 
was completed to a very high standard, by using lots of colour, writing 

carefully on the lines and setting her work out neatly. 

2R Lewis A Lewis, you did an amazing job of listening to the story of The Gruffalo and 
drawing what the Gruffalo looks like. Your illustration was very scary, 

especially the Gruffalo’s orange eyes and purple spiky back.                    
Well done Lewis! 

3GP Matilda M Matilda has made a great start with her reading, choosing a challenging 
novel based on a true story. Embracing this book aimed at more mature 

readers will really develop her reading skills further. 

3W Jasmine E Jasmine completed an exceptional piece of homework.  She investigated 
her 4 flowers and then wrote beautifully neat descriptions of them, and the 
insects they attracted. She also wrote out some times tables as extra work. 
The presentation and extra effort was a credit to you.  Well  done Jasmine. 

4D Hugh V For working productively and diligently on class tasks. Hugh is a positive 
influence on all those who work with him. Congratulations Hugh.  



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums      Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  Lore Burns  0431 224 262 
Guitar      Singing 
Juan Aravena  0402 688 836   Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

4D Emily B For presenting a very thorough ’Me in a Box’. It was like watching Mary 
Poppins with the many important items Emily was willing to present and 

speak about to the class. Congratulations Emily.  

4V Caeleigh W For displaying a positive work ethic in the classroom, always striving for 
her best and having a desire to never let anyone take her sunshine away. 

Thank you for bringing a smile to our classroom daily Caeleigh! 

5G Emma P Emma’s attitude towards her learning is so positive.  She persisted with a 
tricky persuasive writing problem, seeking solutions until she had success.   

Well done Emma, your approach to learning is wonderful.   

5G Kyle M Kyle’s approach to his Life on a Line designs has been so creative.  He has 
made a very impressive model skateboard out of paper and his creations 

are all of a high standard. Keep up the great work Kyle! 

5M Sasha G  The effort Sasha has put into learning her multiplication facts is clearly 
paying off. This week, she has smashed her personal best time for her 10 x 5 

facts grid by nearly two minutes. Sasha also gives a high level of effort to 
the presentation of her work, taking great pride in her handwriting. 

5M Heath JB Heath is a valuable member of our classroom. He uses his initiative in 
cleaning up, not only his things, but the whole classroom. He asks 

questions to improve his understanding of topics. Heath shows respect and 
responsibility towards all others and helps to create a                          

positive classroom environment. 
6F Casper G Casper planned, drafted and published a well-rounded argument about 

whether or not Australia Day should be changed from the 26th January. 
Casper, your work ethic was excellent throughout the writing process and 
you took the time to ensure you fully completed all the necessary steps.  

A job well done! 
6L Nate S Nate has a kind and helpful nature. Last week he went above and beyond 

to help out a distressed Prep.  Well done Nate.  

JAPANESE Sebastian B Seb-kun mastered “There is/are...” sentence in Japanese and participated in 
the class discussion actively.  
すごい！(“Sugoi!”: Great job!)  

JAPANESE Aiden C Aiden-kun has learnt 11 adjectives this term and can now say a sentence in 
Japanese to compliment other students.  

すごい！(“Sugoi!”: Great job!)  



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 

 

 We are excited to announce that our new payment app, Qkr! is up and 
running. You are now able to pay for your levies, swimming, etc., 
through the app.  

 Thank you to all of our parents that have paid their Essential Items.    
Unfortunately, we are still missing a few. Please pop into the office next 
week to make payment. If you are having financial difficulty please see 
Karin, Heather or Anthea in the office to set up a payment plan. If you 
are on a payment plan, please make sure you are keeping up to date. 

 ALL PARENTS/VISITORS ENTERING THE SCHOOL GROUNDS MUST 
VISIT THE OFFICE BEFORE GOING TO THE CLASSROOMS.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 

UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN TUESDAY MORNINGS (8:45 TO 
9:15am) AND WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS (3:15 TO 3:45pm). 

PLEASE TRY TO MAKE THESE TIMES IF POSSIBLE.  



Former Tecoma Primary School student Mia      
Marmberg is helping to beat blood cancer by taking 
part and shaving her head in the Leukaemia        
Foundation’s World’s Greatest Shave on Friday 
March 24th!  

“I really want to take this opportunity to raise as 
much money as I can. Every little bit helps! Even $2, 
it all adds up!”  

Please sponsor me to give Aussie families facing 
blood cancer the emotional and practical support 
they need. You will also help fund vital research so 
more people survive blood cancers like lymphoma,  
leukaemia and myeloma.  

You may not know it but blood cancer is the third 
most common cause of cancer death in Australia, 
claiming more lives than breast cancer or melanoma. 

And every day another 35 people will be diagnosed.”  

There is a donation box at the school office or you can donate online at:  

http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/miamarmberg  



VACATION PROGRAMS           

IN OUR AREA 

Mater Christie 

 

 

 

 

Upwey South Primary 

See girls in OSHC for information 
 



 TECOMA CHICKEN ROSTER 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP CARE FOR OUR CHOOKS  
OVER WEEKENDS AND SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, PLEASE 

FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND HAND INTO THE       
OFFICE. IF WE ARE UNABLE TO GET VOLUNTEERS WE 

WILL NOT BE ABLE TO KEEP THE CHOOKS! 

 

I WILL THEN LET YOU KNOW WHEN YOU ARE 

 ROSTERED ON. 

 

Chrissy (Mother Hen) 

 

 

———————————————————————————— 

 

NAME…………………………………………………………………… 

 

 Childs Name………………………………………………………….. 

 

Phone Number:………………………………………………………... 

    








