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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MARCH 

Friday 16th 
Regional Swimming  

(participating students 
only) 

 
Thurs 22nd & Fri 23rd 

Author Visit 
Adam Wallace 

 
Monday 26th 
Market Day  
Grades 5/6 

 
Wednesday 28th 
EASTER RAFFLE 

DRAWN 2PM 
 

Thursday 29th 
Convicts, Gold & 

ANZACS Incursion 
Grades 3/4 

END OF TERM 1 
2:30PM Dismissal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADE 5/6 CAMP 
Our grade 5/6 campers have returned safe and sound from the 
Coonawarra camp last week. There is no doubt they had a 
wonderful time away and will have spent the weekend catching up 
on much needed rest … and telling stories! The staff at Coonawarra 
were most impressed, as were we with our students and their 
willingness to take on the challenges, even in the heat, such as the 
giant swing, ropes course, initiatives, flying fox, canoeing and 
rafting.  
We can only send children to camp with the support of staff and 
parents. A huge thank you to our teachers Lisa Hoskins-Faul, 
Lauren McNay, Chelsey Robins and Soleda Graham for their 
planning and organisation to ensure that every child had a wonderful 
time and for spending a week away from your loved ones. It 
certainly is a huge commitment to take a group of children away for 
4 nights and 5 days.   
Thank you also to parent helpers Bec Hauler, Kylie Mather, Simone 
Sultana, Steve Jensen, Trevor Lightfoot and Tim Hum who spent 
time away from their families and their other lives to contribute to the 
enjoyment and experiences of the students. 
Next year, the grade 5/6 children go to the Blue Light Camp run by 
the Victoria Police at Derby Hill in Maldon. 
 
2019 PREP ENROLMENTS 
We are currently experiencing strong interest in our school with 
parents booking tours, even at this early stage of the year.  We have 
already accepted enrolments for 2019 and remind parents of 
students with siblings who will commence prep next year to enrol   
as soon as possible.  
 
If you know of any family or friends who may be interested in joining 
me for a tour, please encourage them to contact our School Office 
as soon as possible to book an appointment.  Thank you. 
 
EVERY DAY COUNTS! 
It has come to my attention that some students have already missed 
several days of school. Given that we have only been at school for a 
few weeks, this pattern of absence can become a real concern. 
Going to school every day is the one of the most important parts of 
your child’s education. Students learn new things every day and 
missing school puts them behind.  



Why regular attendance is so important: 
 

 Teachers often present new concepts in a sequential way, so missing out a day of school 
can mean missing out on the fundamentals. It’s hard to make up this learning so keeping 
student absences to a minimum is essential.  

 Friendships and socialising can also be interrupted when children are frequently absent, 
which can be distressing for children.  

 Every day that a student misses is associated with lower achievement in numeracy, writing 
and reading. 

 
What we do know is that attendance patterns are established early in life and will often continue 
unless non-attendance is addressed. 
 
What you can do to support regular attendance: 
 
 First, there are always times when a student becomes ill, and in this instance they should 

stay home to recover. It’s vital however that they are only away when genuinely sick. 
 To assist with good health and minimise illness children need to have a good sleeping    

pattern, eat well and exercise regularly.  
 Families are encouraged to think twice before giving children a ‘day off’ unless they are 

genuinely sick. 
 If your child is experiencing any issues such as not wanting to come to school then please 

alert your classroom teacher. Working together on such matters is most helpful.  
 
What to do if your child has been absent: 
 
 Talk to your child’s teacher and find out what work needs to be done to keep up with     

learning. 
 
Remember, that every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom 
teacher especially if the absence is longer than a couple of days.  
 
CYBER SAFETY 
The upcoming holiday period often means more ‘spare’ time to surf the 
internet and spend time within virtual environments. With this extra usage, 
whilst knowing some parents will still need to attend to work commitments and 
other duties, it is most important to monitor your child’s computer usage at 
all times, but especially over weekends and when holiday periods arrive. 
 
What does it mean to be safe online? 
Behaving safely online means: 
 protecting one’s own privacy and personal information 
 protecting the privacy of others (this can be sharing personal information or images, which 

in most cases is unlawful) 
 selecting appropriate spaces to work. The home computer should be set up in the kitchen 

area or somewhere common. Not laptops tucked away in bedrooms. 
 being proactive in letting someone know if there is something that is ‘not quite right’. At 

home this would be a parent or guardian, at school a teacher. 
 Ensuring a suitable “net nanny” has been activated on your computer. 
Of course, these principles of safety and responsibility are not specific to the 
web, applying to the use of the internet both at home and at school. 
The virtual world of the internet involves many risks. Schools utilise and 
discuss positive strategies that help to minimise these risks. However, parents 
also have a key role to play in keeping children safe whilst online. For 
example, “Face Book” accounts should only be made available to children 
above the age of 13. Please try hard to resist the “nagging” and the old saying 
“but EVERYONE else has an account”. This of course is not true! 
 



Further information can be accessed from the web addresses below: 
http://australia.gov.au/topics/it-and-communications/internet 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/lol/default.htm 
 
ATTITUDE TO MATHS 
As a parent, you are the most influential factor in how your child views school. Your involvement 
with their learning goes a long way towards your child becoming a capable, resilient and happy 
learner. When it comes to maths many parents are scared of maths or think they just can't do it, 
but it's the worst thing you can tell your child. You are a crucial role model. When you as a parent 
tell your child that you yourself can't do it, it means you are communicating messages that it's OK 
not to be good at maths. This is an attitude which can carry all the way through school. Two 
things that you can do to help foster a positive attitude towards maths are to play games and to 
get your child to explain how they work things out.  
 
Play games to show you're interested in maths  
Playing games that involve cards or dice provides valuable opportunities to show that maths  
matters and helps them to become better mathematicians. Ask your child to tell you the number 
of dots on a die each time they throw one during a board game. Eventually they will be able to do 
this without having to count them. These kinds of activities form the basis of working out number 
problems in their head. Research shows that kids who can do these things mentally have a  
deeper understanding of the maths involved.  
When your child is adding the dots of two dice together ask them to start counting from the      
biggest number, eg if the dice rolled were five and two, start with the number five and then count 
on two more. This helps your child learn to be efficient in their number strategies.  
 
Ask your child to explain how they work things out  
When your child works out a maths problem, such as adding the total when two dice have been 
rolled, ask them how they did it. What has been found through years of research is that even 
young children have quite sophisticated thinking strategies for solving maths problems. We need 
to communicate to them that their ways of thinking are just as important as finding out the        
answer, When you ask your child, “How did you get that?” they may at first say, “I don't know”, 
but if they realise there is an expectation that they will need to explain the way they do maths, 
they will start thinking about it. The more they think about how they did something, the more it 
might make sense to them – it really contributes to that meaning-making process.  
 
END OF TERM 
Timetable for the last day of Term One, Thursday, 29

th
 March 

 
9.00am – 11.00am   Students in class  
11.00am – 11.30am   Recess 
11.30am – 1.00pm   Students in class 
1.00pm – 1.10pm  Students eat lunch in class  
1.10pm – 2.00pm   Lunch play 
2.00pm  – 2.15pm  Students in class 
2.15pm – 2.30pm   Whole school assembly  
2.30pm   Students dismissed 
 

ASSEMBLY 
There was no assembly this week due to the Labour Day Public Holiday. 

 
See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/lol/default.htm


Coles Sports for  
Schools 

 
Coles Sports for Schools is back! The program gives schools across Australia the        
opportunity to earn sports gear just by collecting vouchers from Coles. 
For every $10 you spend at Coles you will receive a voucher. When you receive  a    
voucher, you can bring the voucher/s to the school and place them in marked box at our 
school office. 
All the vouchers we collect will go towards purchasing sporting equipment for the       
students. The more vouchers we receive, the more points we earn, the more sporting 
equipment we can redeem. 

SCHOOL CROSSING ON BURWOOD HWY 
We are pleased to announce that Stephen will be our new permanent Crossing Guard on      
Burwood Hwy. To help Stephen do his job, please remind your child/ren to observe the following 
rules when crossing at the lights: 
 
 no dawdling, be ready to cross 
 make sure you are not crossing whilst using electronics (this goes for parents as well) 
 please refrain from running to catch the lights 
 no bouncing balls whilst crossing  
 
By observing these rules our school crossing will run smoothly and safely              
for everyone.  
 
Many thanks, 
Tecoma Staff 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following 
days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

Streeton Student Art Exhibition and Awards 2018 

Upwey High School is proud to host the 2018 Streeton Student Art Awards.  Entries are now    
being taken for all categories for the 2018 event. The exhibition for the Streeton Art Awards will 
take place in the Later Years Centre at Upwey High School on Saturday 24 March from 10am 
until 2.30pm 

The awards have five categories in 2018-  

 
 

We ask that students enter the category related to their Year level in 2018. 
All mediums of work are accepted. There is no set theme. Students can enter as many times as 
they wish.  

Entries can be completed either on-line at www.upweyartsfestival.com or a representative from 
Upwey High School can collect entries from your primary school.  

Entry is free into the competition and free entry to view the show. The exhibition will be open as 

part of the Yarra Ranges Council Grand Opening of the Upwey/Tecoma Community Recreation 

Building on Chosen Ave Upwey. As part of the opening, a Festival afternoon has been organised 

from Midday til 5pm on the Upwey High School oval.   

Mrs McManamon is collecting entries for the Streeton Art Exhibition. All     
entries must be delivered to her in the Art room by Monday 19 March 2018. 

Category Prize 

Lower Primary School- Prep to Year 3 $100 

Upper Primary School- Years 4-6 $100 

Lower Secondary School- Years 7-9 $100 

Upper Secondary School- years 10-12 $100 

http://www.upweyartsfestival.com


STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep C Nicholas P Nicholas has read every night of the school year so far. What a great 
way to start your reading journey Nicholas.  
Well done and keep up the wonderful work! 

Prep K Jepi S Congratulations Jepi, on always having your positive pants on and 
taking on every new learning opportunity with a big smile on your 

face! Well done Jepi. You are a true role model for Prep K :-).  

Prep W Tilly C Tilly drew an excellent picture of a scientist in our very first Science 
lesson! She used lots of colour and creativity and her work was very 

neat. Great work Tilly! 

Prep Y Billy B Billy your increased concentration in class has allowed you to grow so 
much in your recognition and writing of letters and numbers in class! 
You are working so well and you are growing in confidence in your 

learning. Fantastic work Billy! 

2L Coco B Coco’s attitude to learning is fantastic. She comes to school prepared, 
works to achieve her personal best and does not allow others to distract 

her when she is concentrating on a task. Fantastic work Coco. 

3W Tristan B Tristan showed he had been listening carefully to our discussions about 
the ‘First Fleet’.  He was the first to be able to answer some questions 
about the 9 month voyage and why they had to stop on the way to 

collect fresh fruit.  Well done Tristan.  

5G Ethan S Ethan has done an amazing job in striving towards the highest of 
expectations in his learning. In week 5 he achieved his personal best in 
his persuasive writing. His excellent piece persuading people to reduce 

their use of palm oil was well-structured and nicely tied up in an 
attention-grabbing conclusion. It is clear that Ethan can achieve great 

things when he tries his best and chooses projects he is passionate 
about. Keep pushing yourself Ethan! 

6F Lily A Lily was a wonderful camper at Coonawarra. She gave everything a go, 
determined to get the most out of  her camp experience. I was 

impressed by her determination to conquer the harnesses worn for 
most activities. Lily struggled with them at the beginning of the week, 
but by the time we reached the giant swing, she was able to navigate 

almost all by herself! 

6F Indy V I am most impressed with Indy’s first persuasive writing piece this year. 
Indy wrote             passionately about child labour, structuring her 
planning well, taking on feedback through the editing process and 

redrafting to complete an excellent piece of writing with                   
sophistication and all the correct aspects of the persuasive genre. 

Wonderful work, Indy! 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

6M Jordan E Jordan demonstrated respectful behavior whilst on camp. Jordan often 
took on a leadership role, demonstrating good choices and behavior. 

Throughout camp Jordan helped others when in need during activities 
and if he saw a problem he jumped in to help. Listening to  

parents and teachers throughout camp and using your manners didn't 
go unnoticed and you should be proud of yourself. Keep it up Jordan!  

6M Ashlee T Ashlee has consistently used her creative and critical thinking skills 
when approaching any task. She has thought outside the box and used 

her imagination to solve problems and present her work. Creativity 
takes courage and I am enjoying watching you be inventive, not being 

afraid to be wrong and having fun! Well done Ashlee!  

 TECOMA EASTER RAFFLE 

We are now collecting donations for our 
Easter Raffle drawn on Wednesday,   

March 28th at 2pm. Please bring your       
chocolate bunnies, small soft toys, books, etc., to our 
school office by Monday, March 26th. Raffle tickets are 
$1 each. Money raised will go towards garden equipment 

for the school. Many thanks!    

 
    



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 Grade 3/4 Camp forms have gone home with your child/ren. 
Amount owing includes any deposits made. Please pay by 
Monday 16th April. 

  Cost: $235 

 Term 1 Levies have all been sent home.  

 Please find the costs below: 

  Prep   $8 

  Grade 1/2 $15 

  Grade 3/4 $35 

  Grade 5/6 $35 

 CSEF Forms can now be collected from the school office.  

 

All the best, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 
 

 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS -  CHANGE OF BANK DETAILS 
 
We now have a new, dedicated bank account for OSHC you can use for your 
child’s payments. This is in addition to our usual school bank account so be   
careful not to get them mixed up. 
 
The details are: 
   Bendigo Bank 
   633-000 
   Acct No:  161818919 
   OSHC PAYMENTS ONLY 

ICY POLE SALES MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS UNTIL THE 
END OF TERM 1 TO HELP RAISE  MONEY FOR                    

AEROBICS & CHOIR UNIFORMS  







 TECOMA CHICKEN ROSTER 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP CARE FOR OUR CHOOKS  
OVER THE EASTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, PLEASE FILL 
IN THE FORM BELOW AND HAND INTO THE OFFICE.  

I WILL THEN LET YOU KNOW WHEN YOU ARE 

 ROSTERED ON. 

WE WOULD REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

 

 

Chrissy (Mother Hen) 

 

 

———————————————————————————— 

 

NAME…………………………………………………………………… 

 

 Childs Name………………………………………………………….. 

 

Phone Number:………………………………………………………... 

    












