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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MARCH 

Monday 13th 
LABOUR DAY 
Public Holiday 

 
Tuesday 14th 

Preps at School  
Full Time 

 
Wednesday 15th 

Tecoma PS Athletics 
Carnival - Grade 3 to 6 
Sherbrooke Athletics 

Track 
 

Thursday 16th 
Parent Helpers Course - 

Module 3 
 

Friday 17th 
Regional Swimming 

Carnival @ Aquanation 
Ringwood 

(participating students 
only) 

 
Saturday 18th 
Girls AFL Match 

Casey Fields 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Monday 20th 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
 
 
 
 
 

PARENT NETWORK 
Our Parents Network is a vibrant and very important group in our 
community that carries out a dual function.   
 
Firstly, the Parent’s Network provides activities and events that 
enhance and add value to the students’ and parents’ school 
experience. Support of activities such as the New Parent’s Welcome 
Evening, Grandparents’ Morning Tea and other events (Student 
Disco, Movie Night, Footy Day, 1000 Steps Anzac Day Service and 
Education Week BBQ’s) are greatly appreciated, as too is the 
organisation of stalls (Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Christmas 
stalls). 
 
Secondly, as a by-product of a Parent’s Network in any state school 
of all the fun experiences provided to the children, is fundraising. 
This work assists us to reach the high expectations that we deliver 
at Tecoma Primary School.  
 
Last year the Parent’s Network contributed to the provision of school 
programs and facilities through raising $12,500 with parental 
support. We were able to used this money towards the following 
projects: 
 

 Repairing the Rotunda, 

 Shadesail repair, 

 Take home books, 

 concreting steps, 

 replenishing mulch, 

 purchase of a ride on mower, 

 repair of the oval fence, 

 air conditioning in music and science room (transferred to Prep 
and Art room at the beginning of this year) 

 
This year’s fundraising looks to supplement the construction of the  
3-6 Playground. 
 



We need your support. We are holding a meeting of any parents who might be able to assist this 
year with new ideas and support for events that we run. It’s not just fundraising but supporting the 
school in running events for the children that they get a lot of enjoyment out of. If you are         
interested, we will meet just after drop off time at 9am next Friday, March 17. Please come along, 
bring a friend, bring a group of friends and let’s see what we can run for the kids this year. 
  
As the Principal of TPS, I see first-hand the tremendous work carried out by the parents who   
volunteer their time across the school and greatly appreciate their invaluable contributions to our 
school and the broader school community. However, we need more hands to make light work!  
 
ANNUAL REPORTING 
As part of our school’s annual accountability requirements, a copy of our school’s Annual Report 
2016 will be presented to community members at the start of the Annual General Meeting on 
Tuesday 21

st
 March at 7pm. All community members are welcome to attend. 

 
This report is currently being finalised through referencing information from our school’s ‘2016 
Performance Summary’, which was sent to me last week by the state government. All state 
school results (‘Performance Summaries’) are posted online by the Department of Education 
&Training (DET) to enable parents to see how their child/ren’s school is going; whilst offering 
comparisons to other local schools.  
 
It is from this summary received last week that our Annual Report must be based upon, before 
we present this to our school community.  
 
Following our AGM, the first meeting of the new School Council will be held. 
 
ASSEMBLY 
This week, we were back in our hall for our assembly after the completion of the gymnastics   
program.  The Preps will be attending their first assembly on Monday 20th March.  It is one of my 
highlights of the year as the Preps take part in the School Oath and National Anthem in the early 
stage of the year. They are still learning the words! We speak to the children about how we must 
respect our anthem by looking at the flag. We also remind everyone also that if the children are 
late for assembly, they must stand to attention and wait for the anthem to be completed before 
joining their peers in their lines. 
 
Our assembly is run and organised by our School Captains. It’s a great chance to find out what is 
happening in and around the school, what wonderful things our children are doing in class 
through the “Student of the Week certificates” and what we are doing on weekends with our 
“weekend achievements” section. You are more than welcome to attend. 
 
Here is a copy of our School Oath and the National Anthem. 
Please take some time to read each with your child(ren) and discuss the meaning behind them. 
 
Tecoma Primary School Student Oath 
I love my country, my home, my school 
I am honest and reliable 
I show good sportsmanship 
I care for the environment 
And I help to make the world a better place. 
 
Australian National Anthem: 
Australians all let us rejoice 
For we are young and free 
We've golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea: 
Our land abounds in nature's gifts 
Of beauty rich and rare, 
In history's page let every stage 



UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

Advance Australia fair, 
In joyful strains then let us sing 
Advance Australia fair. 
 
Beneath our radiant Southern Cross,  
We'll toil with hearts and hands, 
To make this Commonwealth of ours 
Renowned of all the lands, 
For those who've come across the seas 
We've boundless plains to share, 
With courage let us all combine 
To advance Australia fair. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
Advance Australia fair. 
 
PREP STUDENTS TO FULLTIME 
As of next week our Prep students will be attending school fulltime. Thank you to all the parents 
of these students for your support throughout the first 5 ‘Prep–free Wednesday’ weeks. This has 
enabled the teachers to perform some valuable testing and assess each child’s entry level.  

 
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 
A reminder that all photos are Monday, 20th March.  All students must be in full    
summer school uniform please. 
 

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
Please be reminded that this week we have an extra-long weekend for students across the state. 
Monday 13

th
 March is the Labour Day Public Holiday. 

 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Tilly M in 5G for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Tilly was here at 9 o’clock 
when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Tilly! 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 

 Handed out our “ Student of the Week” awards 
 Heard about some wonderful weekend achievements 
 A reminder that no school will be held this Monday due to the Labour Day weekend. 

 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
NAPLAN Reading 
 
In the English learning area of each State and Territory curriculum, students develop language 
and literacy skills and then apply these skills across a full range of learning areas. The NAPLAN 
reading tests measure literacy proficiency across the English learning area in line with the      
Australian Curriculum: English. 
These tests focus on the reading of written English. Knowledge and interpretation of language 
conventions in context are also an important part of reading and are drawn upon in many     
reading questions. 
 
In the tests, students are provided with a magazine containing a range of texts that illustrate    
different writing styles. Students read the texts provided, then answer related questions in a   
separate booklet. 
 
The skills demonstrated in reading are dependent on the complexity and accessibility of the text. 
Typically students engage with more complex texts as their reading comprehension skills        
improve.  
 
There is a very wide range of reading ability levels at each school year level so the tests start 
with simple, short texts and get increasingly longer and harder. 
 
Year 3 
 
In Year 3, reading texts tend to have predictable text and sentence structures. Words that may 
be unfamiliar are explained in the writing or through the accompanying illustrations. Typically, 
these texts use familiar, everyday language. 
 
At the minimum standard, Year 3 students generally make some meaning from short texts, such 
as stories and simple reports, which have some visual support. They make connections between 
directly stated information and between text and pictures. 
 
When reading simple imaginative texts, students can: 

 find directly stated information 

 connect ideas across sentences and paragraphs 

 interpret ideas, including some expressed in complex sentences 

 identify a sequence of events 

 infer the writer’s feelings. 
 

When reading simple information texts, students can: 

 find directly stated information 

 connect an illustration with ideas in the text 

 locate a detail in the text 

 identify the meaning of a word in context 

 connect ideas within a sentence and across the text 

 identify the purpose of the text 

 identify conventions such as lists and those conventions used in a letter. 
 
Year 5 
 
In Year 5, reading texts may include a range of genre including biographies, autobiographies 
and persuasive texts such as advertisements. Sentence structure may be varied. Some          
unfamiliar vocabulary is included, particularly subject-specific words, but its use will be supported 
by text and illustrations. 



At the minimum standard, Year 5 students generally interpret ideas in simple texts and make 
connections between ideas that are not stated. They identify the purpose of a text as well as 
parts of a text such as diagrams and illustrations. 
 
When reading a short narrative, students can: 

 locate directly stated information 

 connect and interpret ideas 

 recognise the relationship between text and illustrations 

 interpret the nature, behaviour and motivation of characters 

 identify cause and effect. 
 

When reading an information text, students can: 

 locate directly stated information 

 connect ideas to identify cause and effect 

 identify the main purpose for the inclusion of specific information, diagrams and illustrations 

 identify the meaning of a phrase in context 

 infer the main idea of a paragraph. 
 

When reading a biography or autobiography, students can: 

 connect ideas 

 identify the main purpose of the text 

 make inferences about the impact of an event on the narrator 

 interpret an idiomatic phrase or the meaning of a simple figurative expression. 

 When reading a persuasive text such as an advertisement, students can: 

 locate directly stated information 

 identify the main idea of a paragraph or the main message of the text. 
 
Next week we will look at Language Conventions, which is also assessed in NAPLAN. 
 
Interest - Invest – Identify – Inspired 
 
This week I thought I would share with you some information on parenting. 
Below is an excerpt from the book ‘Children Aren’t Made of China’ by Wilson McCaskill.  He    
believes there are 4 ‘I’s of good parenting: 
  
INTEREST - We must show and action our deep interest in children.  It is important to be 
observant of them and to notice their successes, failures, strengths, weaknesses, problems, 
concerns and improvements.  Being interested in them helps them to be interested in          
themselves.  Often the hardest thing is to listen.  To listen to more than the things they say, but 
to the things they don’t say, won’t say, or can’t say.  Make your children your subject of greatest 
interest.  Be informed about them through all the different stages of their lives. 
 
INVEST - We must invest time in our children.  They mustn ’t rule the timetable of our lives 
and they must learn to wait and be patient.  However, our lives must have sufficient time for 
them and their needs.  There must be the time to sit with them, either at the table, in the garden, 
the car, or end of the bed at night and just enjoy their company.  They need to feel that we have 
the power to stop the world and give them our undivided attention.  Be it to look at a picture 
they’ve painted, or to listen to a story streaming out of their imagination, or a lengthy explanation 
of why they think ants would make good pets, giving them the time is giving them the message 
that they are important to us. 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums     Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 
 
Guitar      Singing 
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 
 
 

IDENTIFY - We must see things from their point of view. To empathise and connect with 
them can be difficult.  Often we are too busy trying to convert and control them and have no time 
to look at the world through their eyes.  Shifting their perceptions and attitudes is often easier if 
we can first see why they have them in the first place. Using, “When I was a kid etc…” as a way 
of changing their thinking only creates resentment. They want us to understand what it’s like to 
be a kid now, in this place, at this school, at this time. Respect their point of view and work with 
them to create beneficial changes. 
 
INSPIRED - We must be inspired by them. Their actions, ideas, outcomes and above all, 
effort, must inspire us. Children need to know that their existence and example as children      
inspire us to be better adults. This does not mean we need to act out great exuberance and    
enthusiasm for everything they try or achieve. To do so, would only weaken them by removing 
their self - motivation. What it means is that we should be on the lookout for those things, large 
or small, that happened because of a special effort, awareness or concern. Such as getting 4 out 
of 10 for spelling after trying very hard, or helping a friend who was being teased, or quietly  
playing when you had a lot on your mind, or winning the race and congratulating those who    
didn’t, etc. Being inspired by these things is to do more than just mention them to the child. It’s to 
convey a sense of pride and to let the child see how your spirits have been elevated.  In other 
words, for them to see they have helped to make your day. 
 
Food for thought! 
 
Have a great week…and put into practice the 4 ‘I’s. 
 
Cheers! 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“We may not be able to prepare the future for our children, but we can at least prepare our     
children for the future.”    
                                                                                   Franklin D Roosevelt 



 TECOMA EASTER  

RAFFLE 

We are now collecting donations 
for our Easter Raffle drawn on Thursday, 

March 30th at 2pm. Please bring your       
chocolate bunnies, small soft toys, books, 

etc., to our school office by                        
Monday, March 27th. Raffle tickets are $1 

each. Money raised will go towards new     

playground equipment for our school.       

Many thanks!    

 
    



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 

 

 We are excited to announce that our new payment app, Qkr! is up and 
running. You are now able to pay for your levies, swimming, etc., 
through the app. For information on how to download the Qkr!, please 
read the flyer in this newsletter. 

 Thank you to all of our parents that have paid their Essential Items.    
Unfortunately, we are still missing a few. Please pop into the office next 
week to make payment. If you are having financial difficulty please see 
Karin, Heather or Anthea in the office to set up a payment plan. If you 
are on a payment plan, please make sure you are keeping up to date. 

 ALL PARENTS/VISITORS ENTERING THE SCHOOL GROUNDS MUST 
VISIT THE OFFICE BEFORE GOING TO THE CLASSROOMS.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 

UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN TUESDAY MORNINGS (8:45 TO 
9:15am) AND WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS (3:15 TO 3:45pm). 

PLEASE TRY TO MAKE THESE TIMES IF POSSIBLE.  





VACATION PROGRAMS           

IN OUR AREA 

Mater Christie 

 

 

 

 

Upwey South Primary 

See girls in OSHC for information 
 



 TECOMA CHICKEN ROSTER 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP CARE FOR OUR CHOOKS  
OVER THE EASTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, PLEASE FILL 
IN THE FORM BELOW AND HAND INTO THE OFFICE. 

 

I WILL THEN LET YOU KNOW WHEN YOU ARE 

 ROSTERED ON. 

 

Chrissy (Mother Hen) 

 

 

 

———————————————————————————— 

 

NAME…………………………………………………………………… 

 

 Childs Name………………………………………………………….. 

 

Phone Number:………………………………………………………... 

    












