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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
 

MARCH 

Thursday 2nd 
Parent Helpers Course - 

Module 1 
 

Wednesday 8th 
NO PREPS 

Division Swimming 
Carnival - Aquanation 

Ringwood 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Thursday 9th 
Parent Helpers Course - 

Module 2 
 

Monday 13th 
LABOUR DAY 
Public Holiday 

 
Tuesday 14th 

Preps at School  
Full Time 

 
Wednesday 15th 

Tecoma PS Athletics 
Carnival - Grade 3 to 6 
Sherbrooke Athletics 

Track 
 

Thursday 16th 
Parent Helpers Course - 

Module 3 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM DAY 
Last week, School Council approved a Curriculum Day for the first 
day of term 2, Tuesday April 18. (Easter Monday is April 17). 
This is therefore a pupil free day.  
On this day, all staff will be working with a cluster of 5 other schools 
looking at numeracy and learning continuums. 
Our school is part of a Framework for Improving Student Outcomes 
(FISO) numeracy cluster with 5 other schools and this will be the 
first major get together of all staff, where we will meet for shared 
learning. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
In last week’s newsletter, we called for extra nominations as we had 
not received the required 4 nominations to fill the vacancies. At the 
closing of the extra time allocated (4pm Monday), we had received 
the required nominations.  
We welcome back in 2017/18 for a second term Danielle O’Brien 
and Simone Sultana and welcome for the first time to School 
Council Steve Jensen and Kelly Machin. These 4 councillors will 
serve for a 2 year term, beginning with the first meeting of the 2017 
School Council on Tuesday March 21 at 7:00pm.  
As we received more nominations than the number of vacancies for 
the Department of Education (DET) member vacancy, staff will go to 
ballot to fill this vacant seat. 
 
Our School Council for 2017 is comprised as follows: 
 
Parent Members   DET Members 
Danielle O’Brien   Rohan Thompson 
Simone Sultana   Di Double  
Steve Jensen   Phil Darbyshire 
Kelly Machin    TBA 
Fiona Green 
Anton O’Callaghan 
Angie Hume 



Community Member 
A community member will be co-opted for 12 months at the first meeting.  
 
Also at our first meeting of 2017, office Bearers positions will be determined and sub committees 
formed.  
 
The contributions offered by our School Council members has been a significant reason for the 
success of our students and the high standing we have in our local and broader community.  I 
look forward to working with the 2017 School Council.  
 
 
ANNUAL REPORTING 
As part of our school’s annual accountability requirements, a copy of our school’s Annual Report 
2016 will be presented to community members at the start of the Annual General Meeting on 
Tuesday 21

st
 March at 7pm. All community members are welcome to attend. 

 
This report is currently being finalised through referencing information from our school’s ‘2016 
Performance Summary’, which was sent to me last week by the state government. This 
‘Performance Summary 2016’ on our school will be posted online by the government in the   
coming weeks. All state school results (‘Performance Summaries’) are posted online by the     
Department of Education (DET) to enable parents to see how their child/ren’s school is going; 
whilst offering comparisons to other local schools.  
 
It is from this summary received last week that our Annual Report must be based upon, before 
we present this to our school community.  
 
PREP ENROLMENTS 2018 
Given the high interest in our school, we are beginning our planning for 2018 early! We have    
already had a number of tours this year (13 either had tours or booked for a tour) with parents 
and their children who are interested in enrolling in our school for the 2018 school year.  
If you have a child who is due to begin school next year and you are a current member of 
our school community, please contact the office to collect an enrolment form and/or to  
organise a school tour with me. If you have any specific information or concerns that you need to 
discuss, please feel free to make an appointment to see me. This will really help us determine 
how many Prep children intend to enrol in 2018 and we can begin planning. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 
A reminder that all photos are Monday, 20 March.  All students must be in full summer school 
uniform please. 
 
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
Please be reminded that we have an upcoming extra-long weekend for students across the state. 
Monday 13

th
 March is the Labour Day Public Holiday. 

 
PREP STUDENTS TO FULLTIME 
Our Prep students will be attending school fulltime as of the week beginning Monday, March 13.  
Thank you to all of our Prep parents for your support throughout the first five ‘Prep–free    
Wednesday’ weeks. This has enabled the teachers to perform some valuable testing and assess 
each child’s entry level.  
 
THANK YOU 
A special thank you to one of our parents Reiner Munnecke and his friend Noel who offered to 
assist the school in fixing the front gate and repairing the goalposts that were damaged by      
vandals over the weekend.  
We very much appreciate the time and effort both gentlemen went to, on what was a hot      
Tuesday. I know our boys and girls that enjoy kicking the footy at recess and lunch time were  
delighted to be able to have shots at a proper target. Thanks again guys! 
 



UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

WHILE WE ARE ON THANK YOU’S 
I’m sure this organisation doesn’t get enough acknowledgement but we’d like to thank the       
Victoria Police. You might recall before the holidays, we had a break in and a TV was stolen.     
Today we had our TV returned and a person was arrested for the theft. A win for the good guys! 
 
PARENT NETWORK MEETING 
If you would like to contribute to events that the school runs, giving your child some wonderful  
experiences, then the Parent Network may be for you. 
We will hold our first meeting next Tuesday afternoon at 2.30pm. We would love to see you here! 
 
SWIMMING 
Well done to our swimmers last week who represented the school in the District Swimming     
competition against other schools. We have 17 students through to the next round at 
“Aquanation” on Wednesday March 8. It was great to see the children from all schools trying their 
hardest without any carry on when they were beaten. How sport should be played! 
Thanks to Mrs Cumming, Mr. Darbyshire and parents who came down and supported the chil-
dren on the day. 
 
ASTHMA CHECKLIST 
Approximately 1 in 10 children and adolescents in Australia have asthma and often there are 
asthma “spikes” which can typically occur at the beginning of a school year. 
Below is a checklist to ensure that if your child is an asthma sufferer, that they are prepared for 
the school year. 
 
 My child has had an annual asthma management review with their doctor and has their 

Asthma Action Plan reviewed 
 My child has up to date ambulance membership 
 My child knows how to recognise early symptoms of asthma and knows when to seek help  
 My child understands the importance of taking reliever medication when necessary and 

knows how to use their puffer and spacer, either independently or with assistance  
 An updated Asthma Action Plan has been provided to my child’s school 
 A reliever puffer and spacer have been provided to the school. With the change in infection 

control guidelines, spacers can no longer be shared between children.  
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 

 Handed out our “ Student of the Week” awards 

 Heard about some wonderful weekend achievements. 
 
My thanks to Mrs Faul who ran the assembly while the school leadership team was at a “Data 
Literacy” professional learning session. 
Next week’s assembly will be back in the hall as the school gymnastics program has been      
concluded.  
 
Have a great weekend, 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT  
There are still a number of parents who need to sign our school’s 
code of conduct and arrange to get a Working with Children’s 
Check (WWCC) card.  As stated in our Child Safety Policy, 
which was approved at school council back in July last year, we 
would like all parents and all visitors who come into our school 
(especially our wonderful parents, who contribute so much to our 
school community – through working bees, classroom helpers, 
attending camps and excursion’s etc., etc., etc.) to hold a current 
WWCC card and to sign Tecoma Primary School’s Code of  
Conduct. Forms were sent home to each family, together with 
the Child Safety Policy (which can e be accessed on our       
website) at this time, requesting all parents sign the form and return it to the office. If you have 
not already done so, can you please collect another ‘Code of Conduct’ form from the office and 
complete the WWCC requirements online at http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/. 
 
We are keeping a register of all the parents/grandparents/volunteers and employees at the 
school and we would love your name to be on it. 
 
NAPLAN 
 
How does a Persuasive Text (which we looked at last week) differ from a Narrative? 
 
The main purpose of a Narrative text type is to entertain through storytelling and to engage the 
reader in an imaginative experience. Typical examples of narratives that children will encounter 
take the form of fairy tales, myths and legends. Children’s creative writing experiences will often 
take the form of narrative writing.  
 
What elements make up a good Narrative? 
 

 The Plot: the sequence of events that take place in a story.  
 

 The Setting: the time and place in which the events of a story take place.  
 

 Characterisation: the methods used to present the personality of a character in a 
narrative. 

 

 The Atmosphere: the general mood or feeling established in a piece of literature.  
 

 A point of view: who is narrating the story (2 main types: First Person, Third Person) 
 

 The conflict: the central problem that drives the action of the story.   
 
All our students are able to use many of the skills and strategies they have learned through our 
Seven Steps to Writing Success program and we are quite confident that each child 
would begin their narrative with a ‘sizzling start’!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/


 
I hope you can continue developing these skills with your children at home (using the guide 
above), and have them telling or retelling some exciting narratives and by having some ‘healthy 
debates’ with them so that they can practise their persuasive skills with you. 
 
Good luck! 
 
Enjoy your week 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
'The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you.’  
                                                                    B.B. King 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums     Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 
 
Guitar      Singing 
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 Name and Number will be provided 
      next week. 
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 
 

Marking criterion Description of narrative writing marking criterion 

Audience The writer’s capacity to orient, engage and affect the reader 

Text structure The organisation of narrative features including orientation,       
complication and resolution into an appropriate and effective text 
structure 

Ideas The creation, selection and crafting of ideas for a narrative 

Character and setting Character: The portrayal and development of character 
Setting: The development of a sense of place, time and               
atmosphere 

Vocabulary The range and precision of contextually appropriate language 
choices 

Cohesion The control of multiple threads and relationships across the text, 
achieved through the use of grammatical elements (referring 
words, text connectives, conjunctions) and lexical elements 
(substitutions, repetitions, word associations) 

Paragraphing The segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists the reader to 
negotiate the narrative 

Sentence structure The production of grammatically correct, structurally sound and 
meaningful sentences 

Punctuation The use of correct and appropriate punctuation to aid the reading 
of the text 

Spelling The accuracy of spelling and the difficulty of the words used 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

1P Amy G For her wonderful and dedicated approach to the application of all her 
work. Amy exhibits a mature attitude in her learning and her interactions 

with those around her. Awesome Amy !!! 
1R Hunter B Congratulations Hunter on spelling all of your ‘am’ words correctly. You 

worked very hard this week and your hard work has paid off. Well done. 

1V Oskar W Congratulations Oskar on a fabulous start to school at Tecoma Primary. 
You have slotted in and become a great member of our class very easily. 

Keep up the great work and awesome attitude Oskar! 

2C Harry T Harry is a wonderful member of our class! He shows initiative by helping 
others with their work. Harry is a very caring person who provides kind 

words and comfort when others are upset. We are very lucky to have such 
a positive and supportive person in 2C! 

2C Lucy S In response to reading ‘Possum Magic’, Lucy wrote a very detailed recipe 
for invisibility which included ingredients and complex instructions. It is 
wonderful to see you pushing yourself in all of your school work Lucy. 

Keep up the great work!   

2N Ella P Ella did a great piece of writing about ‘Hush the possum’ and used 
alliteration perfectly.…’You need to eat M n Ms in Melbourne, an apple in 

Adelaide, peas in Perth, duck in Darwin and butter in Brisbane.’ 
Perfect listening and wonderful work Ella. 

2R Max L Well done for the way you have been consciously making lots of good 
choices in our classroom. Each time you make a good choice, you are 
helping to improve your learning. Keep up the excellent effort Max! 

3GP Emily D Emily is a very focussed worker, she listens carefully, begins work quickly 
and produces work of a very high quality, using her initiative when needed.  

3W Jed F Jed is always so enthusiastic about school. He works hard when he needs to 
but also has an appropriate sense of humour. His concern for others also 

makes him a valued member of our class.  Thank you Jed. 

4D Billie G For producing an accurately and detailed cross section of fruits drawing in 
science. Congratulations Billie. 

4V Dylan M For helping put all the laptops away and plugging them into their chargers 
when he saw they were left out. You showed great initiative Dylan,         

well done!  

5G Mikayla V  Mikayla has been aiming for her personal best in our Maths classes.  She is 
conscientiously tackling our tricky fraction problems and it is lovely to see 

her experience success.  Keep up the great attitude Mikayla! 

5M Jordan E  It was great to see Jordan share his ICT knowledge with so many others. 
Jordan was happy to sit with others and show them how to go about 

creating a profile silhouette. It was a great confidence boost. 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

6F Archie T Archie has taken on the challenge of the Reading Bucket List with gusto, 
answering my challenge of reading 10 different genres for the term. 

Archie—what a fantastic achievement in 4 short weeks. I set the challenge 
of reading all 60 genres by the end of the year!! 

6F Jasmine O Jasmine presented a fantastic comic strip based on the novel The Witch in 
the Lake, her class novel and one of her additions to her Reading Bucket 

List. I can see how much thought and care you put into your work and I’m 
really proud of you and your outcome. Well done! 

6L Anakin VH Anakin is a very thoughtful and helpful student who takes his leadership 
role seriously. He is honest, reliable and puts a great deal of thought and 

effort into everything he does. It is truly a pleasure to have you                 
in my grade. 

6L Callum W Callum wrote an amazing persuasive letter to Mr Merlino outlining some 
extremely valid reasons why we should wear school uniform. Well done 

Callum for thinking outside the box!  

JAPANESE Zoe P Zoe-san could work out adjectives in Hiragana letters  
 really fast without any help.      
すごい！(“Sugoi!”: Great job!)  



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 

 

 Term 1 Levies have been sent out.   The costs are below: 

  Prep   $15 

  Grades 1/2  $25 

  Grades 3/4  $25 

  Grade 5  $25 

  Grade 6  $20 

 We are excited to announce that our new payment app, Qkr! is up and 
running. You are now able to pay for your levies, swimming, etc., 
through the app. For information on how to download the Qkr!, please 
read the flyer in this newsletter. 

 Thank you to all of our parents that have paid their Essential Items.    
Unfortunately, we are still missing a few. Please pop into the office next 
week to make payment. If you are having financial difficulty please see 
Karin, Heather or Anthea in the office to set up a payment plan. If you 
are on a payment plan, please make sure you are keeping up to date. 

 If you have changed your mobile contact numbers, please make sure 
that you let the office know.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 

Dear Parents, 

The Reading Room is an important support program at Tecoma Primary 
School. I am in urgent need of a volunteer in the Reading Room on Fridays. 
The hours are 9.00 – 11.00. As it is very difficult to run the Reading Room   
without helpers, I would appreciate assistance in this area. 

If you are unable to help yourself, maybe you know a grandparent, neighbour or 
relative who might be able to. It is very rewarding to follow the children’s       
progress throughout the year. 

Thank you in anticipation 

Abbey Morgan 

Reading Room Coordinator 

UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN TUESDAY MORNINGS (8:45 TO 
9:15am) AND WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS (3:15 TO 3:45pm). 

PLEASE TRY TO MAKE THESE TIMES IF POSSIBLE.  



Sherbrooke District Swimming 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Friday 24

th
 February, 28 of our students proudly made their way to Belgrave Outdoor Pool to 

represent Tecoma Primary School at the Sherbrooke District Swimming Carnival. It was a      
fantastic day with all students swimming their very best and representing Tecoma proudly. 
Tecoma’s overall placing was

 
2

nd
 which is an awesome effort. 

 
Congratulations to all of our students who did an amazing job representing our school and the 
constant cheering and support from both our students and Tecoma parents was amazing! I 
would also like to make a special mention of how proud I was of many of our students who 
stepped up and swam in extra events to gain points for our school. These students truly         
embraced the ‘Tecoma Spirit’ displaying  maturity, good sportsmanship and all competitors 
gained valuable points for our school.   
 

Our first and second place getters in both individual and relays will now represent Tecoma as 
part of the Sherbrooke District swimming team at the Divisional Swimming Carnival.  
Good luck to all! 
 

Thank-you to all parents who came along to support our students. We would especially like to 

thank Paul Hoffman, Zoe McLellan, Linda Gloster and Corinna Considine for time keeping on the 

day and walking to and from the pool. Your time given to help out is truly appreciated by all. 

Nicole Cumming 



Are you Eligible to Claim the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund? 

Applications forms are available at the office. Please present your             
Concession Card with your form before February 29

th
, 2016. 



 TECOMA CHICKEN ROSTER 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP CARE FOR OUR CHOOKS  
OVER THE EASTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, PLEASE FILL 
IN THE FORM BELOW AND HAND INTO THE OFFICE. 

 

I WILL THEN LET YOU KNOW WHEN YOU ARE 

 ROSTERED ON. 

 

Chrissy (Mother Hen) 

 

 

 

———————————————————————————— 

 

NAME…………………………………………………………………… 

 

 Childs Name………………………………………………………….. 

 

Phone Number:………………………………………………………... 

    



EARLY MORNING YOGA PRACTICE  

with Maxine  
Suitable beginners or experienced at Selby House Term 2. 

Start the day with a guided yoga practice.   Learn the foundations of physical 
posture and movement, breath exercises and relaxation.  Highlighting stu-
dent individuality and openness to learning.  Yoga Mats will be provided.   

Classes start Tuesday 6:30-7:30am, Wednesday 6:30-7:45am Thursday 6:30-
7:30am 10 sessions for $120.00  Casual $15 

 

 

YOGA FOR CHILDREN Holiday Program at Selby House  

with Maxine   

A guided practice focusing on the fundamentals of yoga, breath, movement, posture and 

relaxation to strengthen breathing, core strength, concentration and body awareness.  

Dates Tuesday 4 & 10 and Thursday 6 &13 of April Time 10am Cost $10 










