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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
MARCH 

 
Thurs 28th to Thurs 4th 
LIFE EDUCATION VAN 

 
 
 
 
 

 
APRIL 

 
Friday 5th 

End of Term 1 
2:00pm Assembly 

2.30pm Finish 
 
 

TERM 2 
 

APRIL 
 

Tuesday 23rd 
Start of Term 2 
No Assembly 

 
Thursday 25th 

Anzac Day Public 
Holiday 

 
 

Tuesday 30th 
Youth Leadership Course 

Grade 6 

 

PARENT/CHILDREN FORUM for SCHOOL REVIEW 
A huge thank you to our School Council, Staff, Parents and Children 
that came along for the Pre Review School forum, which we ran on 
Monday night in the Grade 1/2 building. 
Next term is our school review and we are looking back at our last 4 
years. As a result of this review, we then look forward to the next 4 
years with some planning and targets. The forum helped us in 
assessing how we are perceived by the parents and children, and 
areas for improvement. 
We started with some pizza for tea before breaking off into groups. 
The children were taken to the grade 6 rooms by teaching staff 
where we asked the children some questions about the school 
through the lens of designing a school magazine. What is the title, 
what is the headline, what are the captions, what would the staff, 
students, parents and the community say about our school? We also 
asked the children what the magazine would say about how we can 
be better in the future. 
 
Meanwhile our school councillors worked with parent focus groups 
looking at 4 key questions: 
 

 Why did you send your child to Tecoma PS? 

 In your opinion, what does the school do well? 

 What is your vision for the school over the next 4 years? 

 What can we do better and what improvements can we make 
to get to that vision? 

 

We got some really good feedback around what makes our school 
great but also some areas that we need to improve. We will now 
take this feedback away and include it in our self-assessment. 
Thank you everyone for your support. 
 
SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 
One issue that was raised at the forum was communication. Some 
parents were not aware that through the Flexibuzz App, you can not 
only send absence notes but also send messages to teachers 
through the app. Our office staff collect the message and send it to 
the correct person. Remembering that they might be teaching all 
day, have yard duty or meetings after school, our staff will get back 
to you as soon as they can. It is a very convenient way of getting in 
touch with staff, as long as you know about it and you have the app! 



PARENT NETWORK MEETING 
Just a reminder that we have our Parent Network meeting next Tuesday, April 2 at 9am in the 
staffroom. I know that there are a number of parents who have expressed in an interest in joining 
but weren’t able to make the last meeting. Please come along, bring a friend as it’s a great way to 
get to know other families in the school and give the children some fun along the way. 
Hope to see you here. 
 
END OF TERM 
Timetable for the last day of Term 1, Friday, April 5. 
The timetable will look as follows: 
 
9.00am – 11.00am  Students in class  
11.00am – 11.30am  Recess 
11.30am – 1.00pm   Students in class 
1.00pm – 1.10pm  Students eat lunch in class  
1.10pm – 2.00pm   Lunch play 
2.00pm  – 2.15pm  Students in class 
2.15pm – 2.30pm   Whole school assembly  
2.30pm   Students dismissed 
 
PLANNING WEEK FOR TEACHERS 
This week all of our teaching staff are participating in a full day’s planning for Term 2. This       
ensures that all teachers have time together in their grade level/specialist area over an extended 
period to plan and discuss their program for next term. Time is spent developing differentiated 
planners, assessment tasks and excursions. Our Specialists support these days by changing our 
specialist times for this week, as well as have their own planning time. Relief teachers who are 
familiar with the way our school runs replace needed classroom teachers. It is a most productive 
time and sets everyone up for a smooth transition into the next term whilst working towards our 
school goals and targets. 
 
CRAZY HAIR DAY 
Don’t forget tomorrow we are having a crazy hair day to support Mrs. Connell in having her hair 
shaved for World’s Greatest Shave. It’s not too late to donate a gold coin for the colour you want 
her hair to be after having it is clipped. All children are asked to bring a gold coin and dress in 
free dress wearing their crazy hair in support of this cause. 
 
EASTER RAFFLE 
Please keep your Easter raffle donations coming in as well as trying to sell your 5 tickets that 
were sent home. The cut off for the donations is this Monday as our Parent Network will be     
gathering to put the hampers together.  
Thank you for your support. 
 
ANZAC DAY 
For ANZAC DAY, we will be conducting a whole school ANZAC DAY assembly on Wednesday, 
April 24th from 9.00 – 9.30am. Our children will be leading this very important assembly as we 
recognise and learn about the importance of ANZAC DAY. We encourage community members 
to attend this special assembly. Any children or community members that would like to lay a 
wreath or flowers at the base of our flagpole are invited to do so during this service. 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE 
If your child has been away from school or is going to be away, please send a written note or a 
FlexiBuzz notification as mentioned before, explaining your child’s absence. If not, we are        
required to put the absence as unexplained; however, the expectation is we follow up on every 
absence.  
 
 



PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
The 2019 Premiers Reading Challenge is now open. It would be 
great to see all our students participate and complete the       
challenge. What a wonderful achievement this would be. Next 
week, we will send home some information about this. If you 
would like to participate, please complete the form and we will 
send home your user name and password. Then you can really 
get off to a flier on the holidays. 
 
The Challenge encourages students to develop a lifelong love of 
reading as well as developing important literacy skills. Students in 
Prep to Year 2 are challenged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books 
and students in Years 3 to 6 are challenged to read 15 books. If 
children are just learning to read, you can help them to 
‘experience’ books by reading to, or with, them and talking about the story, text and pictures. 
 
For more information about the Challenge, please contact Ms Tuvey in the library or visit the 
website at http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/ 
 
LIFE EDUCATION 
Over the next week, all students will have the opportunity to participate in the Life Education    
program. As well as the visit to the van, students have been working on a number of follow up 
activities to reinforce the teachings in their classes. Harold the Giraffe is also present during the 
visit, which is always a highlight for the students.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
We are pleased to announce that one of our class teachers, Mr Phil Darbyshire is now a proud 
dad! Leo Darbyshire was born on Thursday night 2 weeks ago and after spending a few days in  
hospital, is now at home and no doubt re-arranging the sleep patterns of Katherine and Phil! 
Congratulations Mr. D and Katherine, we look forward to meeting Leo in the not too distant      
future! 
 
RESPONDING TO CHILDREN REGARDING EVENTS IN CHRISTCHURCH 
The Education Department has sent the following information to be shared with our communities: 
Tips for supporting children and young people. 
 
Common reactions: 
It is common to think about safety and predictability of the world when tragedies such as the 
Christchurch incident occur. Reactions are influenced by many factors: 
 

 Knowing someone impacted. 

 Identifying with the victims and survivors. 

 Seeing and hearing terrifying images and discussions.  
 
The developmental age of the person influences what they understand and how they respond. 
Some may be unaware, others will be following all the discussions and media coverage, looking 
for understanding. 
 
What to say and how to care: 
Here are some ways you can make children and young people feel safe: 
 

 Give reassurance that the incident is over. 

 Keep to routines, as they are reassuring. 

 Have time to listen and talk. Listen to concerns and worries and discuss strategies for     
feeling safe, dealing with worry and being able to take action. This helps in repairing safety 
and calm. 

 Give a calm response to their concerns. 



 Keep your explanations appropriate for their age and development. Start at their starting 
point: ask what the child/young person understands about what has happened and what 
their key worry is. Each child will have a different understanding and will find different parts 
of what has happened frightening or worrying. Very young children need simple, factual   
information balanced with assurances of safety. Older children will be appraising their own, 
and loved ones, safety. They may need help with separating reality form fantasy, and 
to dispel rumours. 

 Reduce exposure to media coverage and conversations that are distressing and not        
age-appropriate. 

 
Monitor their emotional state. Changes in behaviour, appetite and sleep can be an indicator of 
anxiety or worry. Young children often express worry through bodily aches and pains. 
 
CYBER SAFETY 
The upcoming holiday period often means more “spare” time to surf the internet and spend time 
within virtual environments. With this extra usage, whilst knowing some parents will still need to 
attend to work commitments and other duties, it is most important to monitor your child’s        
computer usage at all times, but especially over weekends and when holiday periods arrive. 
Please, be the parent and make the hard call on what you children can and can’t have access to. 
 It’s not ok to allow your kids to sign up to social media and not put boundaries in place for       
children.  We don’t give L plates to children and allow them to drive by themselves. The same 
with social media. Be a learner with them. 
Even worse is to allow them to use these media apps when under the recommended age and 
think the horrible stories won’t happen to them…….because it could be them. The school has run 
cyber safety evenings for parents and we study units of work on cyber safety, yet we still           
encounter social media issues. It’s an area we can’t ignore. 
 
What does it mean to be safe online? 
Behaving safely online means: 
 

 protecting one’s own privacy and personal information. 

 protecting the privacy of others (this can be sharing personal information or images, which 
in most cases is unlawful). 

 selecting appropriate spaces to work. The home computer should be set up in the kitchen 
area or somewhere common. Not laptops tucked away in bedrooms. 

 being proactive in letting someone know if there is something that is “not quite right‟. At 
home this would be a parent or guardian, at school a teacher. 

 ensuring a suitable “net nanny” has been activated on your computer. 
 
Of course, these principles of safety and responsibility are not specific to the web, applying to the 
use of the internet both at home and at school. The virtual world of the internet involves many 
risks. Schools utilise and discuss positive strategies that help to minimise these risks. However, 
parents also have a key role to play in keeping children safe whilst online. For example, “Face 
Book” accounts should only be made available to children above the age of 13. Please try hard to 
resist the “nagging” and the old saying “ but EVERYONE else has an account.” This of course is 
not true!  Further information can be accessed from the web addresses below: 
http://australia.gov.au/topics/it-and-communications/internet 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/lol/default.htm 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 

 handed out Student of the Week awards 
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements including running and swimming 
 spoke of the events this week: parent forum, transition evening, crazy hair day. 
 

See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

 

OFFICE NEWS  

NOTICES  Grade 6 Excursion to The Shrine of Remembrance is due back  
   no later than Thursday 4th April. 
 

LEVIES  Term 2 Levies out soon!! 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
 
 

 

 

Thanks so much and have a wonderful day, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 

The Office Gals. 

 

 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep C Alex P Alex has been trying so hard to complete all of his work to 
a high standard. He has been asking for help to make 

sure he has understood instructions. Well done on all of 
your wonderful work Alex 

Prep P Charlie I For the impressive job Charlie did in presenting her 
fabulous ‘All About Me’ project and the great way she had 

completed all the different sections. 

Prep W Lincoln L Lincoln has been trying very hard to start his day with positivity! It’s 
lovely to see your smile in the mornings Lincoln, you brighten up our 

classroom. 

Prep Y Hannah F Hannah comes to school each day with a can do attitude. She has built 
resilience as she adapts to the routines of school, and applies herself 
with 100% commitment to her learning. This is seen in her bright 
smiley face at the start of each day, and her amazing growth in her 

learning. I am so proud of you Hannah! 

1C Sunny P For trying so hard to listen and concentrate on the floor. Sunny, you 
have put in more effort to make sure you are listening to others and 

joining in our class discussions. Keep up the great effort! 

1V Alex T For using great strategies when working out addition and subtraction 
problems. Alex uses his knowledge of Ten’s Friends, counting on or 

back, and number facts. Great work Alex! 

1W Ava T Ava is the first person to comfort a friend when they are upset! Her 
caring nature is something we should all aspire towards! 

Congratulations Ava! 

2L Tahlia A For working hard to develop her understanding of using number-lines 
as an addition/subtraction strategy. Keep up the great work! 

2M Isabel L For always giving her best efforts in all her schoolwork. Well done on 
asking questions and acting on feedback Isabel. 

2R Nate S Nate, you have made an incredible start to Grade 2. Every morning 
you come to school ready to learn, and you always try your hardest. 

Keep kicking goals, Nate! 

3M Ella M Ella possesses such a positive attitude towards learning.  She is eager to 
begin class work and she is always keen to assist other students.  We 

thoroughly enjoy having you in our class! Keep it up Ella! 

3W Ahlee T Ashlee has been practising very hard on the Times Tables Challenge. 
 She is now getting her best scores ever. I’m so proud of how you have 

improved Ashlee. Well done. 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

4D Isaiah C For being an excellent listener during class discussions and for putting 
in a fantastic effort with his handwriting and letter formation. 

4K Charli P For always being so helpful and friendly in the classroom. You 
encourage your peers and have such a positive attitude toward 

everything you do. Well done Charli. Keep it up! :-) 

4R Ben L Ben has impressed me so much this term. He is hard working, 
respectful of others and demonstrates an innovative attitude to his 

learning. Thank you for all your hard work this term Ben. 

5G Eve C For being a kind and caring person who is always happy to help others 
and myself in the classroom. Eve is constantly striving for her Personal 
Best in everything she does. She seeks feedback on all of her work and 
makes adjustments and improvements accordingly. I was blown away 
by her incredibly informative and  persuasive Australia piece that she 

completed recently.  
Thank you for being such a wonderful role model Eve! 

5NS Woody S Woody showed how much he can achieve when he is focused, 
determined and positive. In one session of writing he wrote his whole 
draft for his Australia Day persuasive piece. It was fantastic to see how 

proud he was of his efforts. I am looking forward to seeing this 
approach to his learning for his future writing pieces. 

6F Maya H Maya has really impressed me this term. She is diligent, focused and 
keen to ensure all her work is of an amazing standard. She works hard 

in all areas of the curriculum. What a great first term in Grade 6, Maya! 

6F Bella L Bella was outstanding when preparing for Harmony Day with the 
Junior School Council. She ensured there were samples to show in the 

1/2 classrooms, copied more medals when required and even took 
them home to prepare the night before, just like a teacher would! 
Thank you Bella, your help in the organisation of a whole school 

activity was invaluable. 

6M George T George, I have been so impressed with your entire attitude this term. 
You have worked hard in everything you have done. Your story wheel 
demonstrated your understanding of your novel. You have also been a 

wonderful Performing Arts Captain. Your maturity, resilience and 
positive attitude has been wonderful to see, keep it up! 

PE All of 4K It was fantastic to see everyone in 4K participate with such wonderful 
enthusiasm during our T-Ball lesson this week. 

Keep up the great work! 



 WORDS FOR MRS DOUBLE 
 
This week your child’s teacher, and our specialist teachers, have had their planning week.  
During this time teachers get together and reflect on their teaching and the learning the        
students have done during this term. They then spend the rest of this time assessing where 
the children are with their learning and plan the teaching and learning activities which your 
children will be completing next term.  To give you an outline as to the Curriculum which is 
taught at Tecoma Primary School I have included a copy of the school’s Curriculum Policy.   
In this policy there are a number of links which you can explore if you would like to know more 
about the Victorian Curriculum and what we focus on here at Tecoma.  Next term I will outline 
what each of the levels are focusing on in term 2. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PURPOSE 
 
At Tecoma Primary School we use the Victorian Curriculum to develop and provide education 
programs that are meaningful for students. Our 21st century curriculum presents students with 
the opportunity to develop deep understandings on a range of concepts throughout their 
school lives. Our broad curriculum is planned and taught sequentially and allows students to 
have some ownership in all aspects of their learning. It is designed to develop thinking and so-
cial skills, foster engagement with the wider community and include use of a wide variety of 
technology to assist in learning. We access and select a wide range of suitable educational 
resources to support the curriculum taught, set homework that enhances classroom learning 
and undertake a range of student assessment and reporting activities to support student learn-
ing.  
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
To implement a dynamic curriculum program that: 

 Is compliant with DET’s policies and based on the Victorian Curriculum http://
victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/  

 Is engaging and relevant and enables students to develop deep levels of knowledge, pro-
cesses and skills for life-long learning 

 Is differentiated in approaches to teaching that cater for the needs of students with a 
range of interests, abilities, skills, and motivation 

 Provides opportunities for students to think, reflect and  become independent, resourceful 
and adaptable learners 

 Enables students to interact with other students and the wider community. 
 
POLICY 
 
GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
The Victorian Curriculum Foundation (Prep) - 10 (F - 10) sets out what every student should 
learn during their first eleven years of schooling. The curriculum is the common set of 
knowledge and skills required by students for life-long learning, social development and active 
and informed citizenship.  
The Victorian Curriculum F-10 incorporates the Australian Curriculum and reflects Victorian 
priorities and standards. 
 
The design of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 is set out as follows: 
 
. 

CURRICULUM POLICY 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Cross Curricular Learning in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures, 
Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia and Sustainability spans across all curriculum 
areas. 

 See http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/ for more detailed information about the Victorian        
Curriculum. 

 The school will ensure that it has a detailed budget to support curriculum programs. 
Budget requests will be formulated by program leaders in October before the next school 
year. These will be compiled by the Principal and discussed in the Finance                   
Sub-Committee Meeting. Indicative Budgets must be approved by School Council prior to 
the school year. Program Leaders are strongly encouraged to expend curriculum budgets 
in first and second terms of the school year. 

 Each term, Year level teams will produce a curriculum planning document detailing the 
learning focuses of the term. This will include references to The Victorian Curriculum 
Standards. 

 A range of current DET teaching and instructional models will be referred to in curriculum 
planning documents. This will include such resources as: 

 
 Practice Principles for Excellence in Teaching and Learning https://

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/
principlesexcellence.aspx  

 Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO) 
https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edrms/project/fiso/SitePages/Home.aspx  

 
 The Pedagogical Model https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/

teachingresources/ practice/improve/Pages/pedagogical-model.aspx#link68  

Learning areas Capabilities 

The Arts 
Dance 
Drama 
Media Arts 
Music 
Visual Arts 
Visual Communication Design 
  
English 
  
Health and Physical Education 
  
The Humanities 
Civics and Citizenship 
Economics and Business 
Geography 
History 
  
Languages 
  
Mathematics 
  
Science 
  
Technologies 
Design and Technologies 
Digital Technologies 

Critical and Creative Thinking 

Ethical 

Intercultural 

Personal and Social 

  

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/pedagogical-model.aspx#link68
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 High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS) https://www.education.vic.gov.au/documents/school/
teachers/support/highimpactteachstrat.pdf  

 The Literacy Portal 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/Pages/liter
acyportal.aspx  

 Literacy Teaching Toolkit 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Pa
ges/default.aspx  

 Numeracy Portal 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/Pages/num
eracyportal.aspx  

 Victorian Early Years Learning & Development Framework: Birth to 8 Years (Victorian Frame-
work) http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/earlyyears/index.html  

 

 The teaching of literacy and numeracy will be an integral component in all curriculum planning 
and delivery. 

 The school will have a range of specialist programs to deliver various curriculum programs such 
as Digital Technologies, Physical Education, Japanese, Science and Visual Arts (Art) /Performing 
Arts (Music). These will be offered depending on school/DET priorities; access to qualified      
teaching staff; and timetable provisions. 

 The school will teach a concept based Inquiry curriculum. The whole school will focus on the 
same concept each term. The curriculum is progressive and different focuses are studied in each 
level team.  

 The Inquiry Learning Program will encompass learning in all the domains in the Victorian         
Curriculum over the school year. A range of thinking curriculum tools such as ‘Habits of Mind’, 
‘De Bono’s Thinking Hats’, ‘Bloom’s Taxonomy’ and ‘Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences’ will       
compliment this curriculum.  

 A range of DET programs will support curriculum delivery in the school. These include English as 
an Additional Language (EAL), Multicultural Education, the Language Support Program, Health 
Education,  Koorie/WANNIK https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/curriculum/
Pages/koorie.aspx  

 Gifted Education, Drug Education, and the Program for Students with Disabilities. https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/curriculum/Pages/disabilities.aspx   

 A range of teaching resources will be accessed when developing curriculum programs. The 
school will ensure that teaching and learning resources balance the need to provide challenging 
and engaging learning programs for students with the use of materials that do not offend students 
and the wider community due to their obscene, highly offensive or overly controversial nature. 
Teaching and learning resources include any spoken, written or visual text or activity used or   
conducted by schools such as text books, novels, films, plays, radio programs, multimedia, digital 
learning resources including video, audio, text, animations and images, lectures, speeches and 
performances.   

 Please see: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/Pages/default.aspx   for more 
information. 

  A comprehensive assessment schedule will be devised and implemented to support assessment 
of student learning (See Tecoma Primary School’s Assessment Schedule). 

 The school will offer excursions and/or incursions to compliment the curriculum. Generally two 
excursions and two incursions will be organised per year. Other experiences, such as camps, 
sporting programs and leadership courses will also be offered.  

 The school will engage with affiliations to assist in curriculum planning and delivery. 

 Special school events and days will be celebrated at the school to enhance curriculum     
programs. For example, Science Week, Grandparent’s Day during Education Week, 
KidsMatter Day, Book Week, Literacy & Numeracy Week, Japanese Day. 

 
Special provisions for particular curriculum areas are detailed below: 
 
English 

 English learning should encompass the modes of Reading and Viewing, Writing and    
Speaking and Listening as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum. 

file:///C:/Users/01873021/Documents/2019/Admin/Staff%20USB%20for%202019/Staff%20Handbook%20-%202019.doc#_https://www.education.vic.gov.au/do
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 It is expected that a two-hour literacy block be scheduled each day. This can include integrating 
literacy teaching across other areas of learning. 

 Grade Prep-4 should use teaching strategies outlined in the Early Years Literacy Program. 

 The ‘Seven Steps to Writing Success’, will be used throughout the school to develop student   
writing skills 

 Grade 5-6 should use teaching strategies outlines for students in the Middle Years of Schooling.  

 See: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/
Pages/default.aspx  

 
Mathematics 

 Mathematics teaching should encompass the areas of Number & Algebra, Measurement &      
Geometry and Statistics and Probability as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum. 

 It is expected that an hour numeracy block be scheduled each day. This could be integrated 
across other areas of learning. 

 The Key Characteristics of Effective Numeracy Teaching should be used as a guide to plan      
numeracy teaching 

 See:  https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/
Pages/default.aspx  

 
Health & Physical Education 

 In accordance with DET policy, Tecoma Primary School will mandate the following times to    
Physical Education: 

 Prep - 2 – 45 minutes specialist session each week  

 3 - 6 - 45 minutes specialist session as well as 1 hour of sport each week. 

 The school will be a member of SDSSA each year (Sherbrooke District School Sports       
Association) 

 The school will participate in the SDSSA sport events summer sport, winter sport, athletics, 
cross-country 

 An 8 session, weekly Swimming Program will run yearly for all year levels. 

 The Physical Education Program will be supplemented by outside sporting associations who 
may run clinics in Physical Education sessions to support the development of specific    
sporting skills.  

 The school will have a whole school approach to Health Education, including Life Education. 
Other health related topics that the school will cover include Healthy Eating, Sexual           
Education (through Family Life sessions for years 5 & 6 students) - Student Wellbeing, (e.g. 
KidsMatter, Bounce Back, School Values). For more information see:    
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/health-and-hysicaleducation/introduction/rationale-
and-aims  

 In accordance with DET policy the school must provide effective drug education consistent 
with the national Principles for School Drug Education and should deliver 10 hours of drug 
education per year level, per year.  This could be integrated into other learning programs 
offered by the school. 

 
Languages 

 According to DET policy, schools must provide tuition in languages from Prep to Year 10 by 
a suitable qualified teacher and report student achievement from Level 4 onwards. 

 At Tecoma Primary School all students from Prep – 6 are provided with a report for          
Japanese, based on the Standards in Languages. 

 At Tecoma Primary School our Language is Japanese. 
 
Digital Technologies 

 At Tecoma Primary School it is a priority to include Digital Technologies across the whole 
school curriculum.  

 A Digital Technologies Professional Learning Team provide advice on Digital priorities 
throughout the school. 

 All classroom teachers are expected to integrate Digital Technologies into their learning   
programs 

 See—http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/technologies/digital-
technologies/introduction/rationale-and-aims  for more information 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/Pages/default.aspx


 
Science 
 

 At Tecoma Primary School all classroom teachers are timetabled to take weekly Science 
sessions with their class.   

 A designated Science coordinator (from our STEM Science Specialist Trained staff), 
work closely with each team to plan and implement the science program – based on Pri-
mary Connections and linked as closely as is possible to the Inquiry Units being explored 
by each area of the school. 

 See: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/
science/Pages/default.aspx 

 
The Humanities 
 

 In the Victorian Curriculum F–10, the Humanities includes Civics and Citizenship, Eco-
nomics and Business, Geography and History. 

 The Humanities provide a framework for students to examine the complex processes that 
have shaped the modern world and to investigate responses to different challenges in-
cluding people’s interconnections with the environment. 

 In Civics and Citizenship and Economics and Business, students explore the systems 
that shape society, with a specific focus on legal and economic systems. Students learn 
about Australia’s role in global systems, and are encouraged to appreciate democratic 
principles and to contribute as active, informed and responsible citizens. 

 In History and Geography, students explore the processes that have shaped and which 
continue to shape different societies and cultures, to appreciate the common humanity 
shared across time and distance, and to evaluate the ways in which humans have faced 
and continue to face different challenges. 

 At Tecoma Primary School the humanities are explored through each terms’ Inquiry 
Units. 

 
The Arts 
 

 Through the Visual Arts (Art) and Performing Arts (Music) programs which take place at 
Tecoma Primary School, students will: 

 develop their intellectual, creative and expressive potential 

 develop skills, techniques and a knowledge to foster personal expression 

 create, perform respond and present art works 

 develop critical skills and an understanding of aesthetics 

 develop an understanding of how the Arts evolve within social, cultural and historical    
contexts 

 be provided with opportunities to experiment with various media, applications, equipment 
and technologies. 

 At Tecoma Primary School students will be provided with comprehensive learning experi-
ences to develop skills, understandings, confidence, appreciation and enjoyment in the 
Arts.  

 All students at Tecoma Primary School will experience sequential Visual and Performing 
Art and Music programs based upon the outcomes contained within the Victorian Curricu-
lum and outlined in the school’s Art and Music Scope and Sequence Plans. 

 Students will be provided with enrichment opportunities through incursions, excursions, 
school productions, performances, festivals and classroom programs. 

 The school will endeavour to employ specialist visual art and performing arts teachers 
where possible. 



Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

 Students will be offered the opportunity to participate in extension activities such as Choir, 
Orchestra, Ensembles and Dance Groups. 

 The school will endeavour to provide the opportunity for students to attend private instru-
mental music lessons during school hours.  

 The program will incorporate the biannual whole school production and yearly performing 
arts activities. 

 
ACHIEVEMENT MEASURES 
 

 Victorian Curriculum student achievement data 

 Student, staff and parent opinion surveys 

 NAPLAN 

 Specialist Timetable 

 Term Level Planners 

 Student’s progress will be reported on at the end of Semester 1 and Semester 2 academ-
ic reports 

 Weekly Planning Documentation  
 
REVIEW CYCLE 
 
This policy was last updated on 24th October, 2017 and is scheduled for review in April, 2020. 
 
If you would like to know more about our School Policies, they are available on our school’s 
Website. 
 
Enjoy your week. 
Cheers! 
Di 
 
Quote of the Week: 
 “YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE GREAT TO START, BUT YOU HAVE TO START TO BE 
GREAT.” –ZIG ZIGLAR 



Congratulations! 
Congratulations to everyone who submitted works for the Streeton Art Competition.   

We had over 60 entries from Tecoma Primary School.  There was a huge variety of works and they 

were all of a high standard.  Four of our talented students son prizes for their works. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 Allora Cumming, Grade 2     Ruby Williamson, Grade 6 

 1st in the Grade 1-3 Category     2nd in the Grade 4-6 Category 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Eli Yates, Grade 1      Hadley Gray, Prep  

 2nd in the Grade 1-3 Category     1st in the Kinder-Prep Category 






