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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

 
MARCH 

 
Friday 15th 

Regional Swimming 
Select Students only 

 
Monday 25th 
District Tennis 

Select Students Only 
 

Parent Review Workshop 
6.30pm—7.45pm  

1/2 Building 
 

Thursday 28th 

School Photo Day!! 
 

 
Thurs 28th to Thurs 4th 
LIFE EDUCATION VAN 

 

APRIL 
 

Friday 5th 
End of Term 1 

2:00pm Assembly 
2.30pm Finish 

 
 

2019 SCHOOL REVIEW INPUT 
2019 is the year when we review our school performance since we 
last set our Strategic Plan in 2015. There are a number of steps to 
completing our review and one of those is writing our self 
assessment. 
 
Writing the self assessment requires input from our 3 key 
stakeholders: 
 Students 
 Staff 
 Parents 
 
We are currently working through our data over the past 4 years, 
comparing our performance to goals set in our last Strategic Plan.   
Now we need your input. 
 
Therefore you are invited to participate in a collaborative workshop 
on Monday March 25 to provide further insight into the performance 
and future aspirations for our school.   
 
This workshop will be facilitated by School Councillors and will be 
collaborative by nature.  The aim of the workshop is to provide an 
opportunity for community reflection on achievements and input 
regarding future directions for our school.   
 
If you’re worried about your primary aged children and who will look 
after them…..don’t! We need them here too. Di Double and I are 
wanting to meet with them and get their input into the school. 
Worried about tea? Don’t! Pizzas will be provided! 
 
The workshops will commence at 6.30pm and will finish by 7.45pm, 
early enough for you to get the children home to bed at a reasonable 
hour. 
 
To take full advantage of this opportunity we will require a minimum 
of fifteen (15) attendees for the workshop to proceed.  This is to 
ensure we have a reasonable sample size.  Parents and carers are 
encouraged to attend.  Please return your ‘Confirmation of 
Attendance Form’ by Thursday March  21. This will be on the flier 
sent home today. 



Dialogue and notions shared from these workshops and activities, along with 2015-19 school    
data will be used to compose the School Self Evaluation Report. 
This is a great opportunity for us to hear from you and your children and we would love to see 
you here that night. 
 
2020 PREP ENROLMENTS 
We are currently experiencing strong interest in our school with parents booking tours, even at 
this early stage of the year.  We have already accepted enrolments for 2020 and remind parents 
of students with siblings who will commence Prep next year to enrol as soon as possible.  
If you know of any family or friends who may be interested in joining me for a tour, please        
encourage them to contact our School Office as soon as possible to book an appointment.  
Thank you. 
 
EVERY DAY COUNTS! 
It has come to my attention that some students have already missed several days of school.    
Given that we have only been at school for a few weeks, this pattern of absence can become a 
real concern. Regular school attendance is vital and missing school days can have a big impact 
on your child’s future – missing one day a fortnight will miss four full weeks by the end of the 
year. From Prep to Year 12 that adds up to 1.5 years of school! The table below covers how 
much might be missed over 13 years.  
Going to school every day is the one of the most important parts of your child’s education.       
Students learn new things every day and missing school puts them behind.  
 
Why regular attendance is so important 
 
 Teachers often present new concepts in a sequential way, so missing out a day of school 

can mean missing out on the fundamentals. It’s hard to make up this learning so keeping 
student absences to a minimum is essential.  

 Friendships and socialising can also be interrupted when children are frequently absent, 
which can be distressing for children.  

 Every day that a student misses is associated with lower achievement in numeracy, writing 
and reading. 

 What we do know is that attendance patterns are established early in life and will often   
continue unless non-attendance is addressed. 

 
What you can do to support regular attendance 
 
 First, there are always times when a student becomes ill, and in this instance they should 

stay home to recover. It’s vital however that they are only away when genuinely sick. 
 To assist with good health and minimise illness children need to have a good sleeping    

pattern, eat well and exercise regularly.  
 Families are encouraged to think twice before giving children a ‘day off’ unless they are 

genuinely sick. 
 If your child is experiencing any issues such as not wanting to come to school then please 

alert your classroom teacher. Working together on such matters is most helpful.  
 
What to do if your child has been absent 
 
 Talk to your child’s teacher and find out what work needs to be done to keep up with     

learning. 
 Remember, that every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your         

classroom teacher especially if the absence is longer than a couple of days.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Similarly being late to school can have a            
considerable impact over the whole school year. 
The table shows you just how much time can be 
missed through a year by being just a little bit late 
every day. Just as important as regular attendance 
is punctuality. Our music plays at 8:57am with the 
aim that students will be in class, organised and 
ready for their school day to start at 9:00am. If you 
are finding that you are regularly late, please take 
the time to look at the morning routines and see if 
there is something which can be changed to help 
you get your child to school on time each day.      
As well as the missed learning time, your child    
being late also impacts the other students in the 
class as teachers time is taken up re-introducing 
the learning tasks and means that your child is 
playing catch up from the time they enter the room. 
If the school can be of any assistance please feel 
free to make a time to see me to discuss the issue.  
 
 
PREP STUDENTS TO FULLTIME 
Our Prep students will be attending school fulltime as of this week.  
Thank you to all of our Prep parents for your support throughout the first five ‘Prep–free    
Wednesday’ weeks. This has enabled the teachers to perform some valuable testing and assess 
each child’s entry level.  
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 

 
School photos are scheduled for Thursday, March 28. To look our best and 
show pride in our school, as in all other days, students must wear their full 
school uniform for school photos.   

5 days off per year is approximately a day off every 8 weeks 

Just 5 days off per year adds up to 7 weeks of missed every 8 weeks schooling throughout 

10 days off per year is approximately a day off every 4 weeks 

10 days off per year adds up to 14 weeks of missed schooling throughout your child’s time 

15 days off per year is approximately a day off every 2 1/2 weeks 

  

15 days off per year adds up to 21 weeks of missed schooling throughout your child’s time 

20 days off per year is approximately a day off every 2 weeks 

20 days off per year adds up to 28 weeks of missed schooling throughout your child’s time 
at Primary School which is nearly ¾ of a year missed of school over the 7 Primary School 
years. 

5 minutes late every day = 3 days of 
school lost a year 

10 minutes late every day = 6.5 days 
of school lost a year 

15 minutes late every day = 10 days 
of school lost a year 

20 minutes late every day = 13 days 
of school lost a year 

30 minutes late every day = 19 days 
of school lost a year  



IMPORTANCE OF PLAY 
New Foundation/Prep parents will be noticing how tired your children are getting, as the demands 
of school are growing. You will be having less time together with your child, but don’t forget to 
make time to play. Playing together encourages and enhances your child’s development. After a 
day at school, playtime is also just for unwinding and having fun. 
Play is important for your child’s learning and development.      
Playing games with others helps children learn about sharing. 
Learning to play fairly is also important at school, and there’s often 
a lot of talk between children about fairness, rules, and right and 
wrong. Group games help your child learn about self-control and 
getting on with others. He or she will learn that if you just do what 
you like, when you like, you’re not likely to win or be liked by      
others. Group games also give kids a way to safely unload angry 
feelings. For example, your child can kick a ball (instead of another 
person) and use all that energy by playing hard. 
 
Sport is another way children can learn about being part of a group effort. By teaching your child 
how to be a good sport from a young age, you can help them get the most out of being part of 
games. 
 
Other ways to encourage you child in physical play include: 
 
• Dancing to a favourite CD 
• Camping in the backyard 
• Playing organised sports with a local team 
• Going to the local playground with a friend. 
 
Always remember to fit in time for fun! 

 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
There was no assembly this week due to the Labour Day long weekend. 
 
See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 



UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

OFFICE NEWS  

 
NOTICES  Streeton Art Competition—if you would like to enter an Artwork  
   you must give it to Mrs McManamon by today! (Thursday 14th  
   March).  These will be displayed in the Upwey Primary School  
   Hall on Saturday 16 March from 9am to midday. 
 

LEVIES  Prep - $15 
   Grade 1/2 - $50 
   Grade 3/4 - $32 
   Grade 5/6 - $35 
   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
 
 

Thanks so much! 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 

The Office Gals 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Prep C Lachlan F 

Prep P All of Prep P! 

Prep W Cooper G 

Prep Y Connor C 

1C Oscar G 

1V Isla F 

2L James H 

2M Heath S 

2R Neil B 

3GR Ollie O 

3M Isabella S 

4K Sebastian P 

4R Caitlin B 

5G All of 5G! 

5NS Pippa S 

6F Isabel V 

6M Amali K 

6M Connor B 

Art All of 4R! 

Japanese All of 5G! 



DANDENONG RANGES DIVISION 
CHAMPIONSHIPS….. 

  
Congratulations to our 21 members of the Sherbrooke Swim Team. Lucinda V, Audry T, 
Saoirse M, Millie W, Ollie O, Max L, Michael R, Jarvis G, Allen X,  Evie O, Indianah, Ayla C, 
Jasmine E, Asher G, Austin H, Sonny S, Woody S, Tia M, Charlotte C, Sophia T and Emily B  
who all participated in the Dandenong Ranges Division  Championships on Wednesday 6th  
March at Aquanation in Ringwood. Our Tecoma swimmers did a fantastic job competing and 
should be very proud of their efforts.  
 
Good Luck to our relay teams and individuals who placed second and have now qualified to 
compete in the Easter Region Championships on Friday 15

th
 March. 

Thanks to the parents who assist with driving students to and from the venue as well as those 
who came along to support our Tecoma students. 
GO TECOMA!  



 Words from Mrs Double 
 
CLASSROOM HELPER’S COURSE 
The Classroom Helpers Course for this year has been postponed, due to insufficient numbers 
of parents who are able to take part this term.  Unfortunately we do need between 10-15     
people to take part in the sessions, and we only had 4 participants put up their hands to attend 
all 4 sessions.  
 
DISABLED CAR PARK 
Can I please remind drivers entering our school carpark that we do have members of our 
school community who need to use our disabled carpark (the one which is immediately outside 
the school’s front gate).  This carpark is not a pickup bay for your child/ren and it should be 
used by no-one other than members of our school community who have a disabled sticker   
displayed.  Thank you for your consideration of those who need this carpark and for ensuring 
you park in the correct area. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“We can all make a difference in the lives of others in need, because it is the most simple of 
gestures that make the most significant of differences.”  
                                                                              Miya Yamanouchi 
 
 
LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 

Monday 

School band Senior school – payment required 

Art Club All year levels 

Aerobics Years 4-6 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

Tuesday 

Choir Years 2-6 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 

Due to an outside organisation providing the ses-
sions 

(Years 1-6) 

Wednesday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Library/games All Year levels 

Origami All Year levels 

Thursday 

Aerobics Years 4-6 

Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING 
 

SCHOOLPIX will be here on Thursday 28th March. 

 

 

PHOTO DAY TIPS: 

 

  

Dress:  Clean and tidy in full school uniform as per school uniform guidelines  
 

 

Online Orders:   To pre-order online, take your personal Order and ID Numbers found on your order form 
and go to www.schoolpix.com.au.  Orders can be placed online up to 2 working days after 
photography.  You do not need to return the order form if you order online.   

 

Remember: All orders placed online before midnight on photography day will receive a 
free 20cm x 25cm black and white portrait print.  

 

Manual Orders:  Complete your order form and return with payment to school on photography day.  

 

Sibling Orders:  For a special photo of your children together order online by 8am on photography day.  
Alternatively collect a Sibling Order Form from the office or download it from the School-
Pix website and return it on photography day.  Only siblings that place an order will be 
photographed. 

 

If you have any questions call SchoolPix on 1300 766 055 or email help@schoolpix.com.au 

 

 



Tecoma P.S. Grade 3 to 6 Inter-house Athletics Carnival 
 
Our Tecoma athletics day held at Sherbrooke Athletics Track Wednesday 13

th
 March. Not only 

did Melbourne put on some great weather for us, but all Tecoma Primary School students 
achieved some great results.  
 
Student participated in long jump, triple jump, shot put, discus, 100m, high jump and hurdles 
with an option to also participate in 1500m and 800m.  
 
The team spirit was high throughout the day and it was great to see students proudly wearing 
their house colours. Our final house results with house trophy will be announced at Monday 
morning’s assembly. 
 
Thanks to all the parents who assisted on the day and to all the parents, grandparents and 
family members who came along to support our school. We also had assistance from the 
Sherbrooke Little Athletics Club (Gary Creek) who was a great in helping us set up the events. 
Sherbrooke Little Aths Club were very generous allowing us to use their equipment for the 
day.  
 
If you child or children are interested in participating in Little Athletics the Sherbrooke Little 
Athletics Club always welcome any new athletes to their club. To find our more information 
about Little Aths go to their website http://www.sherbrookelac.org.au/jointheclub.html to find 
out how to join now.  
 
Congratulations on a fantastic day! 
 
 

http://www.sherbrookelac.org.au/jointheclub.html





