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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

JUNE 

Friday 30th 
CRAZY HAIR DAY!!! 
FREE DRESS with 

GOLD COIN DONATION 
Last Day of Term 2 -  

2:30pm Dismissal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 

Monday 17th 
TERM 3 COMMENCES 

 
Wednesday 19th 
STEP INTO PREP 

Story Time/Parent Tour 
 

Wednesday 26th  
Grade 5/6 Hooptime  

Knox Stadium 
 

AUGUST 

Wednesday 2nd 
STEP INTO PREP  

Music 
 

Thursday 3rd 
100 Days of Prep 

 

THANK YOU 
I would like to start by thanking everyone for a fantastic Term 2.  It 
has been a very productive and successful term for students and 
their teachers. Firstly thanks to our teachers...go away and have a 2 
week re-charge ready to get back into term 3 full of enthusiasm.  It 
has been a busy term not only with the usual classroom and 
teaching commitments but also report writing. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank our teachers for the work they have 
completed both collaboratively and independently to prepare each 
report. Thank you in particular to Mr Phil Darbyshire who has not 
only written his own reports but also worked tirelessly to lead the 
process across our school. 
Well done to our children, the way they bounce into school and their 
overall behaviour makes teaching so much more enjoyable. Finally, 
thank you to the many parents who have contributed to our school in 
so many ways.  We look forward to your continued engagement in 
your child’s education and your involvement in school life.   
Next term, is another busy term, pushing ahead with learning, 
camps for grades 3-6 and finally our school production. I hope that 
you are able to share some quality time together with your families 
during the next two weeks and return rested, refreshed and ready 
for a great Term 3!  
 
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 
This weekend, half of our playground equipment will be removed 
from the grade 3-6 playground. This prepares the site for the 
installation of stage one of our playground re-development. My 
thanks to one of our parents, Leigh Bianchi who has the tools and 
equipment to remove this on Sunday at 10am. Any parents with an 
angle grinder, a drill or just some muscle we would love to see you. 
Once the site is clear, new equipment will be installed. The 
installation of the new equipment is the culmination of many 
fundraisers over a number of years. My thanks goes to our parents 
in the Parent Network and staff who have run or attended many 
events which have raised funds for the school. However the key 
word is stage. We have another stage to go and we have set a 
target of raising $25,000 this year. Already we have raised $3,000 
hence the $22,000 fundraising thermometer sign we have put up on 
the main building. 



WORKING BEE 
At the end of the first week back on Sunday, July 23rd from 9.30am, we will hold a working bee 
where we have a long list of jobs to attack. Some of the jobs require a degree of skill and others 
will just need some grit and determination! 
 
A list of the jobs we need to complete include: 
 
 Putting in a new fence at the drop off bay (we need a post hole digger) 
 Repairing an underground pipe between the Prep - 2  playground and the street. This will 

require some digging. 
 Cutting in a new channel and grate near the Prep room 
 Concreting in the bottom of some storm water pits or they shall erode away 
 Replacing some ag-flow near the amphitheatre bricks 

 
A list of items we need include a demo saw for cutting concrete, an auger or post hole digger, 
wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes etc. 
If you have any of these items, especially the demo saw or post hole digger and you are         
prepared to bring it along so we don’t need to hire it, can you please let me know.  
A notice will go out this week regarding the working bee. 
 
LAST DAY THIS FRIDAY 
A reminder that the school holidays have crept up on us again and we finish at 2.30pm this      
Friday. We will have a final assembly, so we can all see our crazy hair but also to enable our  
Junior School Councillors to report on how much money has been raised for Lymphoma. 
Parents are asked to make alternative arrangements for their children if they are unable to pick 
them up at this time. 
A final reminder that school recommences next term for the children on Monday 17

th
 July.  

 
END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS 
Please be aware of the timetable for Friday, June 29

th
. This is the last day of term two. 

 
9.00 – 11.00am  Students in class 
11.00 – 11.30am  Morning recess play 
11.30 – 1.00pm   Students in class 
1.00 – 1.10pm   Students eating lunch in classroom 
1.10 – 2.00pm            Lunch playtime 
2.00pm                 Students in class 
2.15pm   Assembly 
2.30pm             Students dismissed 
 
PARENT/ TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
I am sure that each and every parent has a much clearer picture of their child’s strengths and  
areas in need of improvement, as a result of receiving student reports last week.  
It was great to see the number of parents who were able to attend the Parent Teacher meetings 
on Monday or Tuesday. Hopefully you took the time to clarify any questions arising from the     
reports and enjoyed sharing in the successes portrayed in the report. The children have worked 
so very hard this semester and have a great deal to feel proud about. 
The home/school partnership is strengthened by your attendance and is significant in the         
educational success experienced by your child. The interviews are an important part of the      
reporting process, as not all information can be conveyed in a written report.  The process of   
discussing the achievements, the areas of future focus and the path to achieve future goals, is 
one that is best achieved through parents, teachers and students working together. Remember 
that communication is a two-way street so please contact your child’s teacher if you have any 
queries or concerns. 



AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Just a reminder that after school care closes this Friday at 5pm due to the schools’ early finish for 
the term break. We ask that all children please be collected by 5pm.  
 
HEAD LICE 
The holidays are a great time to try and get on top of head lice. Please have a thorough look 
through your child’s hair and if some are found, please treat accordingly. Details for treatment 
can be found on http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/ 
 
PREPARING FOR TERM 3 
Sometimes after school holidays, play dates, outings with friends and relaxing routines a little, it 
can be challenging for some students to come back to school. Holidays are fun, but at ‘back to 
school time’, children may feel stressed, anxious, sad or upset that holidays are now over.  
Students of all ages occasionally have different experiences of going back to school and we 
should all tune in to work out how they are coping and what they are feeling. Building your child’s 
sense of resilience can be one way to help them tackle any back to school challenges.  
Alex Brooks, Executive Editor at Kidspot.com.au, offers his ‘best tips’ for an easy back to school 
morning routine.  
 
 Start getting kids off to bed early. You can't force them to sleep, but you can see they're 

snuggled in bed looking at books early enough to get a decent night's sleep.  
 Get yourself up and ready first. All goes more smoothly those first days when you're      

available to guide your children each step of the way.  
 Give reminders. To avoid endless nagging, don't forget to reward the good behaviours and 

timely organisation when you see it.  
 State the obvious. "Your uniform is on, now put on your shoes." Later, give one word        

directives. Just say "shoes," or ask, "What are you supposed to do next?" so kids can get 
the hang of getting ready independently.  

 
All of these tips help our students to prepare for the day ahead, prepare for learning and           
importantly, have fun whilst learning!  
 
SWIMMING 
Congratulations to all for working their way through swimming lessons the last 2 weeks. At this 
time of year, getting bathers dry, towels dry, children returning home in the their own clothes is 
quite a challenge! 
This time of year, being the last 2 weeks of the term is as good a time as any to run the program, 
with children’s tiredness now really kicking in.  
My thanks to Mrs Cumming for her wonderful organisation in coordinating timetables, yard duties, 
bus timetables and also the swimming sessions. It is a huge task, especially as we have had a 
record number of children attend. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY 
Due to the Swimming Program, there was no Monday morning assembly  
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
On behalf of all the staff we would like to wish all students and families a wonderful holiday. It has 
been a great Term Two at Tecoma Primary School and we look forward to this continuing in 
Term Three.  
We welcome the community using our facilities during the holiday break as it is great seeing   
children and families being active and playing outdoors, however, if you see anyone acting      
suspiciously or inappropriately around the school grounds please contact the Belgrave Police 
Station 97546677 or contact 000. 
We look forward to seeing you all back at school on Monday, 17

th
 July. 

 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



 
 
 
 

WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
Prep Transition Survey 
 
I would like to thank the Prep parents who completed and sent back the Prep Transition surveys.  
We had a great deal of positive feedback and it was extremely rewarding to know that the      
programs and the process we have in place are working so well.  The survey showed the        
following: 
 
Highlights of the transition program included: 
 
 It was good for children (and parents) to meet he teachers and take them in groups as part 

of their adjustment into school 
 

 Information from the Principal was good 
 

 Greeting from office staff was also good 
 

 It was great for my child to meet some friends and for me to meet some other parents 
 

 The hosting and quality of the information/social settings for parents 
 

 Meeting the teacher and exploring the classroom 
 

 The school tour with the Principal 
 

 Exploring the school together 
 

 Coming home with an Art, Science, etc., activity done during transition 
 

 Receiving a book created by their buddy about themselves 
 

 Receiving personalised letter form the teacher before the school year started 
 

 Being able to have a chat with the teacher and the Principal and having all our questions 
answered 

 

 It was also lovely to be able to meet future parents and form friendships 
 

 Watching the excitement of my child who was so ready for school 
 

 Meeting the teachers so early 
 

 Getting comfortable with the school environment 
 

 The whole transition program was so well done and it was very comforting to meet staff  
and other parents during the sessions.  It was very well thought through and great that the    
sessions were short and often! 

 

 Great introduction to the school, the Principal the teachers and the ‘vibe’ of the school.   
 

 That is started early in the year.  It gave our ‘shy’ and ‘reserved’ child plenty of time to      
adjust to the surroundings, know the space, etc.  it was really well planned and the          
information provided was great. 

 

 The warm and caring reception from the Prep teachers  
 

 Holding various activities in different areas of the school really helped with familiarisation   
of the yard/classrooms. 

 

 The ‘Step into Prep’ activities which allowed children to get used to being at school and   
removed all the ‘scaries’ about an unknown environment 

 

 Everyone was very friendly and helpful;.  All areas were covered and any questions were 
answered straight away. 

 

 



Suggestions which have been put forward to help us to deliver an even better transition 
program included: 
 
 Perhaps more information could be presented/handed out during the ‘Step into Prep’     

sessions to the parents? 
 

 Some schools have a few more extra curricula social activities for the kids – not sure how it 
works in reality, but it sounds good! 

 

 Allow for a morning tea/BBQ exclusive of Prep families – including name tags and maybe 
even an activity to team build between families 

 

 More social events for parents 
 

 Making sure the kinder kids know they are working with a group of buddies, during buddy 
sessions at Tecoma Pre-school – as a particular buddy is not assigned to them until the 
end of November 

 
And to finish with some general comments: 
 
 The transition program was excellent and I am extremely happy with our choice of school 

and it is excellent to be a part of this school community 
 

 Everything was amazingly supportive, and it is wonderful that you have this program 
 

 The transition program could not be done better…I rave about it to others! 
 
The end of Semester One 
 
Where have the last six months gone?  It is so hard to believe that we are halfway through the 
year.  Looking around it is very rewarding to see the growth that has taken place since the      
beginning of the school year. Every child has continued to flourish this year and, after reading 
the students reports it is great to see the academic growth which has been taking place as well. 
Well done to everyone for a great six months.  I’m sure the next six will fly just as quickly. 
Please make sure you have a lovely time with your child/children over the holidays and please 
stay safe! 
 
See you back next term. 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
"Making the decision to have a child is momentous.  It is to decide forever to have your 
heart go walking around outside your body.” -  Elizabeth Stone 

GREAT COMMUNITY CAR RAFFLE 

Please remember to bring back your raffle tickets, even if you 
have not sold them or do not want to participate. If you would like         
to sell more  tickets over the holidays, please pop into the office and 
grab some extra tickets. Remember:  every dollar raised goes back to 
the school!! 





OFFICE NEWS  

 Grade 3/4 and 5/6 Camp Forms will be sent home at the beginning of 
Term 3. Costs will be as follows: 

  Grade 3/4 $245 

  Grade 5/6 $325 

Please note: If you chose to pay the $50 camp deposit at the beginning of the year, you 
will need to subtract this from above total. If you are unsure whether you paid the          

deposit, please see us in the office. 

 Grade 5/6 Hoop Time Notices have been sent out today to those children wanting to      
participate. Please bring back your permission form and payment of $12 by Wednesday 
19th July.  

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

 Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and 
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz. 

Enjoy your winter holidays, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 
Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

OSHC NEWS 
After School Care will close at 5pm tomorrow evening, the last day 
of term. Please make arrangements to have your child/ren picked up 
by this time. Thanks. 



PRODUCTION NEWS 
 
Next term we will be having our whole school production. 
 
For new families this is when every child in the school         
participates in a theatrical production. 
The grade 5 and 6 children have auditioned for the speaking parts and        
rehearsals have started. 
Each grade performs a song within the story and the teachers create the 
choreography. 
 
Costumes: 
Some costumes are supplied by the school, some are made for and by the  
children and some are sourced by you. 
Towards the end of this term you will receive a costume list for the whole 
school, this is because you may have access to some of them and be able to 
help out the other grades. 
 
As mentioned we will be making some of the costumes. 
 
If you are interested in helping to sew some of the costumes, please leave 
your name and number at the office. 
I will be organising a meeting in the last week of this term to meet with you 
and discuss what we need. 
 
Our show dates are Monday 18th September and Tuesday 19th September at 
Discovery Church in Mt Evelyn at 7:00pm. Please put these dates in your      
diaries! 
 
Tickets will be purchased on-line but there will be more information about 
this next term. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to ask me. 
 
Regards, 
Sally Connell. 

EUROPEAN PILLOWS & PILLOW CASES 
NEEDED IN OSHC!!  

If you are having a clear out over the holidays and are getting 
rid of any European style pillows or pillow cases, the Before & 
Afterschool Care would love to have them for their Reading  
Corner. Many thanks! 







 Congratulations  

Regional Cross Country  
Congratulations to Billy M, Heath JB , Zoe P, Tia M, Indy H, Evie O, Jed F, and   
Billy T who all participated in the School Sports Victoria (SSV) Regional Cross 
Country Carnival Tuesday 20th June at Yarra Valley Race Course. All students 
participated to a very high standard and represented Tecoma proudly. Well done 
team on a great effort.  












