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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

JUNE 

Mon 19th to Fri 23rd 
1st Week of Swimming 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Friday 23rd 
Student Reports Sent 

Home 
 

Mon 26th to Thurs 29th 
2nd Week of Swimming 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Monday 26th  
Parent/Teacher Interviews 

3:45pm to 6:00pm 
 

Tuesday 27th 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 

2:00pm to 8:00pm 
 

Friday 30th 
CRAZY HAIR DAY!!! 
Last Day of Term 2 -  

2:30pm Dismissal 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SWIMMING 
We are coming towards the end of the first week of our swimming 
program at Monbulk Pool. All appears to be running smoothly and 
we are very pleased with the quality of instruction. 
My thanks to Mrs Cumming for her wonderful organisation in 
coordinating timetables, yard duties, bus timetables and also the 
swimming sessions. It is a huge task, especially as we have had a 
record number of children attend. 
 
STUDENT REPORTS 
The student reports will be sent home Friday, 23rd June. Please 
enjoy this opportunity to celebrate your child/ren’s wonderful 
achievements so far in 2017. In reading of the pleasing students’ 
academic growth this semester it was so great to see so much 
growth in our students, both academically and through the lens of 
our school values. As a staff we consider ourselves fortunate to 
have enthusiastic and engaged students – a very real reflection of 
how learning is valued at home and school. Thank you to all of our 
parents who give their time and support of the learning that is 
happening at school – it makes a difference! 
We hope you enjoy the new format of the report, including learning 
goals from the children. Please, if you haven’t already done so, 
make a booking with your child’s teacher for an interview on either 
Monday or Tuesday next week. 
 
 I have included an interesting youtube link with Michael Grose 
(Parent Educator) in relation to reading and responding to your 
child’s school report.  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dQt5aTlTpc 
 
The key points for reflection include: 
 

 Are your expectations for your child realistic and in line with 
their ability? 

 Children learn at different rates – they may stay at the same 
level for a period of time 

 It is important to protect your child’s self esteem 
 Focus on your child’s strengths – both academic and social 

traits 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dQt5aTlTpc


 Celebrate effort – all you can ask is that your child tries his/her very best 
 
After reports have been read and discussed, perhaps consider a celebration family dinner or a 
special outing to acknowledge the efforts of your child.  
 
A reminder that interviews are being held this Monday and Tuesday. If you cannot attend on this 
day, please make an alternative time to discuss your child’s progress. We strongly recommend 
you meet your child’s teacher to celebrate, discuss or clarify any issues that may have 
arisen out of the reports.  
 
Here are tips for getting the most out of parent-teacher interviews: 
 
Before the interview: 
 revisit the student report and determine what information you need before the interview to 

support your child; 
 ask your child if there are any areas they would like followed up (for example, where they 

feel they need extra help or have concerns) and share this information with your child's 
teacher during the interview;  

 write a list of specific questions you wish to ask your child's teacher and take notes during 
the interview so you can share the comments with your child. 

 
During the interview: 
 if you want to know about a specific area of your child's progress (for example, how they are 

progressing in English) let your child's teacher know this at the start so you can focus the 
interview on this topic;  

 find out more about how your child is participating in classroom activities and whether, for 
example, there are any general issues with behaviour or discipline that need discussing;  

 ask your child's teacher to clarify the extra support or extension activities mentioned in the 
report.   

 
After the interview: 
 talk with your child about what you have discussed and how you can work together to      

improve their learning; 
 you can also request follow-up interviews at other times. If you are concerned about your 

child's progress, discuss these concerns with their teacher.  
 
PRINCIPAL CONFERENCE 
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, both Mrs Double and I attended the North East Victoria 
Regional Conference. 
The theme around the conference was “Inspired Teaching and Learning”. Announced was the   
Education State “Literacy and Numeracy Strategy” and “Excellence in Teaching and Learning: 
School Leaders Guide to Improving Literacy and Numeracy Outcomes”.   
We heard from Department Secretary Bruce Armstrong who spoke about the need for schools to 
prepare children for the jobs that haven’t been invented yet. 
Education Minister and our local member James Merlino, spoke about the investment the        
Victorian State Government has made in creating the Education State. 
The conference moved into looking at systems that have undergone transformational change and 
we heard from 3 leaders who have experienced this success. 
We heard from Professor David Woods, Chair of the London Leadership Strategy which oversaw 
the transformation of England’s lowest performing region to the highest. 
The critical lessons learned include the development of a shared education vision based on   
moral purpose, ambition aspiration and high expectations; the importance of core purpose and 
core objectives with a focus on raising standards, improving progression, closing attainment 
gaps, and creating more good and outstanding schools; investing in school leadership at different 
levels; the extensive use of school-to-school support and system leadership, having a relentless 
focus on teaching and learning and professional development including dissemination of best  
 



practice and developing partnerships working and networking with families, communities and 
support agencies. 
We then heard from Mary Jean Gallagher from Canada. She was the Assistant Deputy Minister 
and Chief Student Achievement Officer at the Ministry of Education of Ontario from 2008 to 
2015. Through this role, she led the delivery of the government’s student achievement agenda, 
including elementary and secondary student success, leveraging her passion for student learning 
and student achievement. 
On Tuesday we heard from Dr. Terry A. Dozier who is the Director of the Center for Teacher 
Leadership (CTL) at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) School of Education where she 
also serves as National Teacher-in-Residence and Associate Professor in the School of           
Education.  
Terry’s presentation addressed the role of teacher leadership in enhancing student learning    
outcomes and improving government schools' system policies and curriculums. Di and I were  
given the chance to assess our current skills in supporting teacher leadership and identifying 
ways in which we can both empower and develop teachers as leaders of learning. 
Rev Tim Costello spoke on Tuesday afternoon about his passion for social justice and the role of  
educational leaders to create a civil, socially just, equitable society and the importance of creating 
quality teaching and learning in our schools. 
The timing of the conference, being the start of swimming, works on the hall and the finalising of 
reports was hardly ideal so our thanks goes to Mr Stuart McLean and Mr Phil Darbyshire who 
held the fort while we were away. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Just a reminder that after school care closes next Friday at 5pm due to the schools early finish for 
the term break. We ask that all children please be collected by 5pm.  
 
HEAD LICE 
The holidays are a great time to try and get on top of head lice. Please have a thorough look 
through your child’s hair and if some are found, please treat accordingly. Details for treatment 
can be found on http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/ 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY 
Due to the Swimming Program, there will be no Monday morning assemblies for the rest of the 
term. 
 
See you around the school! 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 



ART NEWS 

In Art sessions, 6F students have been busy constructing some 
amazing works. These can all be turned into lanterns simply by 

adding lights. Look out for some of these fabulous designs at the 
Lantern Parade this Saturday night. 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Grade 3/4 and 5/6 Camp Forms will be sent home at the beginning of 
Term 3. Costs will be as follows: 

  Grade 3/4 $245 

  Grade 5/6 $325 

Please note: If you chose to pay the $50 camp deposit at the beginning of the year, you 
will need to subtract this from above total. If you are unsure whether you paid the          

deposit, please see us in the office. 

 Grade 5/6 Hoop Time Notices have been sent out today to those children wanting to      
participate. Please bring back your permission form and payment of $12 by Wednesday 
19th July.  

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

 Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and 
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz. 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 
Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

OSHC NEWS 
After School Care will close at 5pm next Friday, the last day of 
term. Please make arrangements to have your child/ren picked up by 
this time. Thanks. 



PRODUCTION NEWS 
 
Next term we will be having our whole school production. 
 
For new families this is when every child in the school         
participates in a theatrical production. 
The grade 5 and 6 children have auditioned for the speaking parts and        
rehearsals have started. 
Each grade performs a song within the story and the teachers create the 
choreography. 
 
Costumes: 
Some costumes are supplied by the school, some are made for and by the  
children and some are sourced by you. 
Towards the end of this term you will receive a costume list for the whole 
school, this is because you may have access to some of them and be able to 
help out the other grades. 
 
As mentioned we will be making some of the costumes. 
 
If you are interested in helping to sew some of the costumes, please leave 
your name and number at the office. 
I will be organising a meeting in the last week of this term to meet with you 
and discuss what we need. 
 
Our show dates are Monday 18th September and Tuesday 19th September at 
Discovery Church in Mt Evelyn at 7:00pm. Please put these dates in your      
diaries! 
 
Tickets will be purchased on-line but there will be more information about 
this next term. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to ask me. 
 
Regards, 
Sally Connell. 






















