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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

DATES TO
REMEMBER
JUNE
Mon 19th to Fri 23rd
1st Week of Swimming
(participating students
only)
Friday 23rd
Student Reports Sent
Home
Mon 26th to Thurs 29th
2nd Week of Swimming
(participating students
only)
Monday 26th
Parent/Teacher Interviews
3:45pm to 6:00pm
Tuesday 27th
Parent/Teacher Interviews
2:00pm to 8:00pm
Friday 30th
CRAZY HAIR DAY!!!
Last Day of Term 2 2:30pm Dismissal

PRINCIPAL CLASS CONFERENCE
Next Monday and Tuesday, Principals/Assistant Principals in the
North East Victoria region have been asked to attend a conference
to discuss progress our state is making against current Victorian
education targets, and to celebrate what’s happening in government
schools. International education experts will speak about system
improvement from countries achieving sound academic results. As
this is a two-day event, both Mrs Double and I will be unavailable.
Our school is fortunate to have a number of Leading Teachers, who
are well informed and work closely, as part of a strong leadership
team. Mr Stuart McLean and Mr Philip Darbyshire will be available
for any queries or matters that cannot wait until Wednesday, when
Di and I return from the Melbourne Convention Centre.
SHELTER IN PLACE UPGRADE
The State Government in January this year announced funding for
upgrades to “Shelter in Place” (S.I.T) facilities in schools in fire
prone areas. Our S.I.T. is our school hall. While it is in very good
condition, after the 2010 upgrade, the auditors have identified areas
that need attention.
Areas that have been identified include weepholes, doors, cement
sheet, door seals and roofing.
These works will begin this Monday and we are advised they will be
completed by the last day of the term.
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEW
Interviews will be held for all parents on Monday June 26
(3.45pm to 6pm) and Tuesday June 27 (2pm to 8pm). The online
booking link is www.schoolinterviews.com.au and the code is
ftcrm. We trust you were able to secure an interview time when the
online booking times opened at 9am on Tuesday.
I strongly recommend that all parents avail themselves to this
opportunity to further enhance your child’s progress at school. The
positive partnership parents set up and foster with school has many
benefits for the continued learning and engagement at school of
their child/ren. This Parent/Teacher interview process not only
ensures our communicative and collaborative processes continue to
operate effectively, but also provides your child with the best
opportunity to succeed.

If you haven’t made an appointment or need assistance with the booking system, please contact
the office.
MID - YEAR REPORTING/PARENT /TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Our teaching staff have been very busy over the past month writing mid-year reports for each
student. It’s an extremely busy time for teachers, the task taking around 40-50 hours, all of which
is undertaken outside of the school day and on weekends. However, we know that this is an
important opportunity for parents to be updated on their child’s progress so it’s undertaken with a
high degree of diligence. Each report once drafted, goes through two rounds of proofreading to
ensure we maintain our high standards. We are focused on reporting in a clear and concise style
without too much teacher jargon. The reports will be ready for distribution on Friday, 23rd June.
Parents who were with us last year will remember they had the opportunity to give us feedback
via a survey conducted last year in July. We worked through the same process
with staff, collated all responses and formed a working party to produce a new reporting format.
Some changes you will note include:









We have expanded on reporting on your child’s citizenship and we are doing this through
the lens of our school values. (Integrity, respect, innovation, creativity, learning, personal
best and community)
A general comment space has been included.
The children have set goals with their teacher and their progress against this will be
commented on.
Achievements and areas for improvement are in the one comment.
There is no longer sections such as “Areas for improvement”, “ What the school will do”
and “What you can do at home.”
We have expanded the number of learning indicators for specialist reports (Japanese, Art,
Music and Physical Education). This is now more visual for parents and in many cases,
self-explanatory and therefore not needing a “wordy” comment.
There are no A-E scores. The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority in
conjunction with the Department of Education and Training have changed the expectations
for an A-E from last year, as has the curriculum from AusVels to Victorian Curriculum. For
example, what was an “A” last year might now be a “B”. To avoid confusion, we have
removed the grading. Department advice is to have more of a growth mindset when
reporting, that is how far has your child grown in 12 months. This will be particularly
relevant for you at this time next year when the Victorian Curriculum has been in place for
12 months. This year, you will receive a “dot” to show where your child is placed along the
learning continuum for that subject area. The learning areas table we have been using for
many years remains the same; hence, we are confident that removing the A-E grades will
make adapting to this change easier.
The blue dot indicates your child’s
progress at school. In this
example, the child is achieving at
the expected level. When the dot
is on either side of the yellow
band, the child is achieving at the
expected level.
A dot placed above the band
shows when a child is above
expected or below the band when
achieving below expected.

When you get the report, please remember that we have begun the process of writing reports in
May. This is especially pertinent for parents of Prep children. A Prep child has been with us for 4
months, so unless we are totally satisfied they have made 6 months growth in their learning
progression, we won’t move them up the graph. It doesn’t mean your child hasn’t made growth,
it’s just they might not have shown 6 months growth in the 4 months they have been with us. This
is but one example as to why you should take advantage of the Parent/Teacher interviews on
offer.
For most students, their progress in Reading provides a reasonable indicator of how they are
progressing in most aspects of the curriculum which is why we have so much of a focus on
developing sight vocabulary and regularly reading habits. For Prep students in Victoria the
reading benchmark is level 5, whilst for Year 1 students it is level 15. All students develop at
different rates so this is merely an indicator of how they are progressing and it is far better for us
to develop students’ ability to expand their comprehension, expression and fluency, rather than
merely just reading a certain level of book.
STUDENT MOVIE NIGHT
Tonight is movie night, children can arrive from 6:00pm for tea if they ordered it. They can come
in their pyjamas, bring a pillow and a soft toy. Movies will start at 6:30pm and we aim to have it all
wound up by 8:15pm.
Drop off areas are as follows:
Prep - 2: Hall
Grade 3/4: BER Building, also known as the Grade 1/2 Building
Grade 5/6: Senior Building
If your child did not order tea, they can arrive at 6:30pm prior to the movie starting.
Thanks to our wonderful Parent Network volunteers and staff for their support in running this
event.

SWIMMING PROGRAM
A reminder that the school swimming program starts next Monday and runs for 9 days, with the
last day being Thursday June 29. Please ensure your child has the necessary items such as:







Bathers
Towel
Goggles if required
Swimming bag
Plastic bag to put wet bathers and towel into
Check all clothing is named, especially, jumpers, t-shirts, pants etc., for easy
identification in the change rooms.

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY:
Due to last weeks’ Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend and the upcoming Swimming Program,
there will be no Monday morning assemblies for the rest of the term.
See you around the school!
Rohan Thompson
Principal

WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE
Parent teacher interviews:
Please, please, please make sure you arrange to see your child’s teacher at our upcoming
parent/teacher interviews. We have set aside two afternoons – from 3:45 – 6:00pm on Monday
26th June and from 2:00pm through until 8:00pm on Tuesday 27 th June. It is so important to
show your child/children that we are working together to support them in their learning...and this
is the opportune time to do this! When you meet with your child’s teacher they will, not only be
talking about your child’s reports, they will also be sharing with you the goals that have been set
for your child for semester 2. So, if you have not already done so, make sure you book in for a
15 minute interview, online, so that you can get together to celebrate your child’s achievements!
Prep Transition Survey
All Prep families should have received a survey asking for feedback and seeking possible ideas
which we can use to improve our Prep Transition program. Our aim has always been to run a
supportive, informative and inclusive transition program for the children at Tecoma. As we have
already started developing and refining this year’s transition program, which begins early in Term
3, we would really appreciate your surveys being returned. Please drop them in at the office as
soon as you can, so that we have a chance to have a look at your feedback before term 3
begins.
Movie Night is tonight!
See you tonight, when you drop your child at the school for movie night. Please remember
pre-ordered dinner for your child is available at 6:00pm, with the movies beginning at 6:30pm.
All children will need to be collected at 8:15pm.
Have a lovely week.

Di Double
Quote of the week:

“They do not care how much you know, until they know how much you care”.
Anon

SWIMMING

To all families who have registered for the Swimming
Program, please bring back your signed, blue permission
form by Monday morning. Thanks.

OFFICE NEWS


Term 2 Levies have been sent out. The costs are as follows:
Prep

$22

Grades 1/2

$8

Grades 3/4

$30

Grades 5

$16

Grades 6

$67



Students enrolled in our Swimming Program, if you have not paid your remaining balance,
please do so by TOMORROW.



Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone.



Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz.



Last day to turn in your Morning Munchies form is tomorrow, 16th June.

Many thanks,
Heather, Karin and Anthea

OSHC NEWS

- IF YOUR CHILD/REN ARE ATTENDING
MOVIE NIGHT, THEY MUST BE SIGNED OUT FROM AFTER
SCHOOL CARE NO LATER THAN 6PM. THIS WILL ALLOW
FOR THOSE THAT WANT TO POP HOME AND GRAB THEIR
PJ’S AND DOONAS TO DO SO.

UNIFORM SHOP
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the
following days:
Tuesday Morning

8:45am to 9:15am

Wednesday Afternoon

3:15pm to 3:45pm

Drums

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS
Violin

Jordan Scotney

0408 881 395

Guitar
Juan Aravena

0431 224 262

Singing
0402 688 836

Piano
Amanda Collins

Lore Burns

0478 166 709

Rochelle (please ring Jordan for more information)

PRODUCTION NEWS
Next term we will be having our whole school production.
For new families this is when every child in the school
participates in a theatrical production.
The grade 5 and 6 children have auditioned for the speaking parts and
rehearsals have started.
Each grade performs a song within the story and the teachers create the
choreography.
Costumes:
Some costumes are supplied by the school, some are made for and by the
children and some are sourced by you.
Towards the end of this term you will receive a costume list for the whole
school, this is because you may have access to some of them and be able to
help out the other grades.
As mentioned we will be making some of the costumes.
If you are interested in helping to sew some of the costumes, please leave
your name and number at the office.
I will be organising a meeting in the last week of this term to meet with you
and discuss what we need.
Our show dates are Monday 18th September and Tuesday 19th September at
Discovery Church in Mt Evelyn at 7:00pm. Please put these dates in your
diaries!
Tickets will be purchased on-line but there will be more information about
this next term.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask me.
Regards,
Sally Connell.

Whole School Swimming
Lessons
Just a reminder to name ALL of your children’s clothing including
towels and goggles in preparation for the start of our swimming
program starting on Monday 19th June.

Congratulations To All Of Our Divisional
Cross Country Runners
Congratulations to our Divisional Cross Country Team who ran at Yarra Valley Race Course on
Tuesday 13th June. Yet again we were lucky enough to have good weather and the course was
not too muddy. All our team members Andy S, Joel S, Ronan C, Billy T , Sammy G, Jasmine O,
Billy M, Casper G, Nate S, Alex H, Heath J-B, Tia M, Indy H, Billie G, Evie O, Ashley O, Jasper
ST, Charlotte C, Zoe P and Jed F competed well. Great effort competing against some tough
competition over both 2km and 3km courses.
We are all very proud of their wonderful efforts. The top 12 place getters in each age group now
progress and compete at the Eastern Metro Regional run this coming Tuesday 20 th June at
Yarra Valley Race Course. Congratulations to Billy M placed 3 rd, Nate S placed 4th, Heath JB
placed 6h, Zoe P placed 7th, Tia M placed 3rd, Indy H placed 4th, Evie O placed 10th, Jed F placed
2nd, and Billy T placed 11th who will be racing next Tuesday.
The next round of racing will, for the first time, be streamed live on the SSV Facebook page
which is very exciting.

