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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

JUNE 

Tuesday 6th 
Advanced Presentation 

Skills - Grade 6 
Presentation Evening 

 
Thursday 8th 

Grade 3/4  
Melbourne Zoo Excursion 

 
Monday 12th 

Queen’s Birthday 
Public Holiday 

SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

Tuesday 13th 
Division Cross Country 

@ Yarra Glen 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Thursday 15th 
Kid’s Movie Night 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon 19th to Fri 23rd 

1st Week of Swimming 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Friday 23rd 
Student Reports Sent 

Home 
 

READING ROOM 
If there are any members of the community (parents, grandparents, 
aunt, uncles, family friends) who could spare 2 hours once a week 
on a Monday or a Thursday, we would love to hear from you. We 
have vacancies on those days to help with 3 children every half hour 
for the 2 hour block in the Reading Room. 
 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held for all parents on Monday 
June 26 and Tuesday June 27. Look out for information 
regarding our Parent/Teacher Interview process next week and our 
online booking service. We use this service as it provides parents 
with definite times when the interview can be held. Once a time slot 
is filled the time slot is automatically withdrawn to prevent double 
bookings. 
We understand that some parents may not have access to the 
internet or may not feel comfortable with this ‘online booking 
system’. If this is the case then please come to the office and we will 
allocate you a time for your Parent/Teacher Interview. 
During this interview parents will have a chance to explore 
information with the teacher that has been presented in the Mid Year 
Report, which will be forwarded to parents on Friday 23rd June.  
I warmly encourage ALL parents to arrange a convenient time to find 
out how your child/ren has been performing at school. Our students 
all work very hard on their school work and engage in a wide variety 
of learning and development programs. The children are proud of 
their school and their achievements.  Parent/Teacher/Student 
interviews assist children in sharing their pride, whilst celebrating 
their hard work, effort and persistence. 
 
STUDENT MOVIE NIGHT 
In 2 weeks, on Thursday June 15, your children have the opportunity 
to have a night at the movies……here! 
Today the notice went home. We urge you to return the form by 
Friday of next week so our Parent Network can sort out the catering. 
While your children are being entertained here, as an extra little 
bonus for the school, you will also see you have the opportunity to 
go out for tea.  
 



The following restaurants in Tecoma and Belgrave are prepared to give 10% of your bill back to 
the school for fundraising when you give over the coupon to show your children are at Tecoma 
Primary School movie night (you must have the coupon with you). 
 
The following restaurants have agreed to participate in this fundraising opportunity. 

 

 Le Miraaj wine & tapas lounge (Limited menu) 
Shop 2, no 1567 Burwood Hwy Tecoma. Ph. 9752 6789 
Open only Thursdays to Sunday from 5.30pm 

 Saffron Cottage Indian restaurant 
Shop 3 no 1563 Burwood Hwy Tecoma, Ph. 97548388 
Open 7 nights from 5pm 

 Reel Café, 1628 Burwood Hwy Belgrave. Ph. 9754 1055 
 Bonsai Bali, 5/1527 Burwood Highway Tecoma, Ph. 9752 6388 
 Charcoal Chicken, Shop 1, 1563 Burwood Hwy Tecoma, Ph. 9754 1500 
 Café 1551, 1551 Burwood Hwy Tecoma, Ph 0421 549 323 (Bec will be opening up at 

5.30pm just for Tecoma parents and will be having a pop-up burger night) 
 
I’m sure bookings will be essential! 
 
MESSAGES TO THE OFFICE 
One of the busiest times of the day, aside from the 9:00am peak hour, is the period between 
2:00am and 3.30pm. This is when the phone calls start coming in asking us to pass messages 
onto the children.  
Sometimes it is not as easy as that. On occasions, the children are out of the room, in another 
room, at a specialist area, out playing sport, sometimes even on an excursion. Some messages 
are emailed but teachers don’t always get the chance to check emails through the day. 
In the past, I have had an instance where a parent has asked us to remind their child to put their 
jumper on or rang requesting that I pass on a message that their child was to walk to the usual 
parking spot as they weren’t going to collect their child from the yard as was previously arranged. 
We are trying to minimise announcements to right at the end of the day to prevent disruptions to 
the learning of all the children. We tried to ring the classroom but they didn’t answer as they were 
on the oval. It took 10 minutes to locate the child by walking around to find them. We get 5-10 
messages a day that need to be given to the children. Having our office staff trying to locate   
children to pass on messages while answering phones, taking parent payments at the counter, 
kids being sick in the sick bay…..you get the picture!  
What I’m trying to put as nicely as I can is that if you can keep the arrangements as is, then it’s 
better for all of us and there is no chance of confusion, or worse still, the message doesn’t get 
passed on. The teachers also feel the pressure of ensuring a child gets a message in amongst 
everything they need to teach each day to the children in their care. 
Of course, when it is an emergency or things happen, we are happy to get messages to the kids, 
however, not all of them, like the example above, are emergencies.  Sticking with what was 
planned in the morning is more certainty for the child……and better for us that are trying to make 
sure 387 children leave safely! 
Thanks for your assistance. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 

 handed our numerous student of the week award winners 

 heard a moving song, sung by our choir. The song “Island in the sky” was written 20 years 
ago by Phil and Susie Splitter-Davies about the Ferny Creek bushfires that so devastated 
the area   

 congratulated Mrs Graham on becoming a grandmother for the first time! Young Avery 
Myles was born at 1:00am Monday morning. 

 heard some wonderful weekend achievements 
 
See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



SWIMMING 

To all families who have registered for the Swimming 
Program, we wish to advise that the final balance of 

$65.00 will be due by Tuesday 13th June 2017.     
The Program is now full. Thanks. 

A reminder that the Queen’s Birthday long weekend is nearly upon us and  

the school will be closed on Monday June 12th.  

Have an enjoyable weekend! 

OSHC NEWS 
This term we have been exploring different habitats in OSHC. So 

far we have made a Dinosaur, Insect and Fairy Habitat. Lots of            
imagination goes into these creations. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder to all parents, please do not email bookings or     
cancellations, but send a text (0477725824) to the service. 

In addition, if you sign your child out early from the school   
office, you still need to ring to let After School Care know that 
they will not be attending. 



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
How can we best prepare our children for success at school? 
The best answer, from an article on Kidspot.com.au, to this challenging question is, it depends…
more specifically, it depends on what you consider success. 
 
Politicians and education boards argue that success at school is principally about achieving 
strong scholastic outcomes. If academic superiority matters most to you, then you may wish to 
prepare your child for success by encouraging reading at home, arranging for tutoring in maths, 
science, or other useful topics, and focusing on good study habits from a young age. However, 
some evidence suggests that this type of approach may not be helpful for some children,       
particularly when they are young. 
 
Some people prefer to define success at school in much broader terms than simply a test score. 
For example, a test score will not describe how much a child loves learning, how curious a child 
is, nor will it emphasise the creative skills a child has developed. Test scores fail to give insight 
into a child’s outlook on life, whether he or she is optimistic, resilient, flexible, and able to work 
independently. And how well a child performs on the NAPLAN is unlikely to be strongly related to 
how socially successful a child is. The way we prepare our child for success at school will       
depend largely on how we define success at school. 
 
In order to help your child be well-rounded, balanced, happy, and accomplish appropriate goals 
academically, here are three useful suggestions. 
 
Parenting tip 1: Minimise Screen Time 
Too much time on the Internet or watching television and movies will reduce your children’s 
chances for success at school in two important ways. First, television and Internet use limit your 
child’s opportunities for social interaction. Second, television and Internet use affect your child’s 
interest in reading, doing projects, experiential discovery and play, or participating in                 
extra-curricular activities that are significantly more enriching than screen time. Most experts 
suggest no more than one hour of television per day for primary school-aged children. 
 
Parenting tip 2: Develop Extra-Curricular Interests 
Sport and music are two examples of extra-curricular activities that can be worthwhile for        
children to participate in. Research illustrates that children who are involved in sports get higher 
school grades, have an increased sense of self-worth, and are more likely to complete high 
school than children who are not involved in sport. Children involved in sports are also generally 
healthier due to their increased activity, and have stronger social networks than children who do 
not participate in sport.Children involved in music activities (such as learning a musical            
instrument) are often better adjusted, with increased academic performance, ability to think    
creatively, emotional understanding, and emotional expression. Children involved in music     
typically have better memory skills than those who are not musically trained. 
 
Parenting tip 3: Foster the Idea of Practice and Mastery 
Some children believe that they are either good at something or they are not good at it. They 
may try it once or twice, but failure will make them give up. Other children have been taught by 
their parents that to succeed is to practice. These children have parents who have emphasised 
the importance of learning through mistakes, setbacks, failures, and practice. 
 
Studies show that children who believe they’re no good at something often won’t even try. But 
children who believe that to be good at something requires practice and hard work are willing to 
get stuck in, make mistakes, and keep trying until they get it right. 
 
By teaching your children that if they keep trying they can do anything, they will persist, master, 
and succeed! 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Term 2 Levies have been sent out. The costs are as follows: 

  Prep   $22 

  Grades 1/2  $8 

  Grades 3/4  $30 

  Grades 5  $16 

  Grades 6  $67 

 Students enrolled in our Swimming Program, if you have not paid your remaining balance, 
please do so by Tuesday 13th June. 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

Have a lovely week. 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
"The secret of our success is that we never, never give up.” -                    
William Mankiller 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Adele G Adele thank you so much for being such an organised member of our 
Prep room. You always clean up after yourself and never have to be asked 

twice! You are a true role model for Prep K :-)  

Prep M Sam R Sam wrote a fantastic recount about the Chesterfield Children’s Farm. He 
sounded out lots of the words he wanted to write and stayed focussed the 

whole time!  He was also beautifully behaved on our excursion.            
Well done Sam! 

Prep W Nate S Nate was a super active participant on our excursion to Chesterfield Farm 
last week! He listened carefully to our guide, joined in discussions and 

helped to feed lots of animals. Nate you were an excellent representative 
of the school and you should be very happy with yourself!  

1P All of Grade 
1P 

For the HIGHLY motivated way ALL of 1P participated in our class song 
“Reach Up High” for all our wonderful visitors on Grandparent’s Day. 

You all sang and did all the actions awesomely!!!!! 
WOW! 

1R Ollie O Ollie is an extremely hardworking and kind classmate, who always 
approaches all tasks with enthusiasm and excitement. Everyday he is ready 
to learn something new and has shown wonderful leadership skills when 

helping others in the classroom. Thank you Ollie for being such a     
valuable member of 1R.  

1V Ollie P For reading, reading, READING! 
Ollie you have worked very hard to achieve your goal for reading and 

congratulations on going up to the next level! 

2C Sebastian P Seb has been working really hard on his writing this term. He used a 
‘Sizzling Start’ in his writing last week, ‘It was a dark and stormy night. It 

was pitch black and a masked figure appeared’. Well done Seb! 

2N Rylie S Rylie is a great role model for the students in our grade.  She has a positive 
attitude, is helpful and always makes sure she tries her very best.  Her 

happy, bubbly approach to all that she does is fantastic. 

2R Scarlett O Scarlett, you have amazed me with the way you went about completing 
your vertical subtraction sums this week.  Even though this was a new way 
to do take away sums, you tried your hardest and did a fantastic job. Keep 

up the awesome effort! 

3W Charlotte B Charlotte decided to create a handwritten poster for her Information 
Report on lions. She worked hard to make it very attractive and was the 
first to finish. I love that you chose something different and worked so 

hard on it. Great job.  

4D Olivia C For knuckling down and taking responsibility for her learning. 
Congratulations Olivia.  

4D Ashley O For working extremely hard during maths groups. Ashley has enjoyed 
working on her targeted maths areas. Congratulations Ashley.   



4V Mia G For her spectacular Science poster about the dangers of heat. Mia included 
knowledge she had learnt from our experiments as well as facts and 

diagrams. Great job Mia!  

4V Indi F For being a thoughtful and caring member of our class. Indiana brought in 
some goodies to replace the ones that had been stolen, even though she 
hadn’t taken them. Thank you Indi, you are very kind and considerate! 

5G Noah G  Noah’s attitude towards his learning is just wonderful.  He can always be 
relied upon to introduce sensible, mature ideas into class discussions; it is 

wonderful to see his hand raised, eager to participate.  A great effort Noah. 
Well done! 

5M Oscar P Oscar has been nominated for Student of the Week by his 5M classmates 
for staying on task and trying his hardest. He also showed how to be a 

good friend by teaching others how to play footy.  

5M Thomas C Thomas has worked really hard over the past two weeks and is now 
completing a greater amount of work each lesson. He is more focused and 

he is now starting to share his knowledge. We are also enjoying his 
knowledge of coding, where he is creating interesting animations.  

6F Billy M For showing concern for a fellow class member at the end of the day. He 
not only checked to see if they were ok, he came and let me know so I 
could find out what was wrong. Thank you for showing yourself to be a 

concerned citizen Billy. 

6F Jonathon P Jonathon, it is wonderful to see you so excited about your part in the 
school production. We all look forward to seeing you bring your ‘A’ game 

and entertain us all come term 3. Congratulations! 

6L Olivia C Olivia has enjoyed the Advanced Presentation Skills course as part of the 
grade 6 speaking and listening curriculum this term. Olivia and Jessica had 
the daunting task of ‘Joke Teller’s’ last week and told some fantastic ‘Dad’ 
jokes. They were so good that Mrs De Geest asked them to take this role 

on Presentation Night this coming Tuesday. Amazing work girls! 
6L Jessica D Jessica has enjoyed the Advanced Presentation Skills course as part of the 

grade 6 speaking and listening curriculum this term. Jessica and Olivia had 
the daunting task of ‘Joke Teller’s’ last week and told some fantastic ‘Dad’ 
jokes. They were so good that Mrs De Geest asked them to take this role 

on Presentation Night this coming Tuesday. Amazing work girls! 
JAPANESE Harry H Harry-kun (Mr Harry) is the very first Foundation student who collected 

10 stamps for completing tasks and practising his Japanese name many 
times. すごい！(Sugoi!: Great work!) 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 



District Cross Country 
 

We are very proud to say that Tecoma placed  

2nd 
At the Sherbrooke District Cross Country Carnival  

 
The District Cross Country on Friday 26th May at Crystal Brooke Park was a great success. We 
had fantastic weather for the cross country with no rain and lots of sun! 
Students from our school participated in 2km and 3km races. Tecoma’s 49 competitors tried their 
best and achieved really great results. It was pleasing to see that all students from our school 
completed the long course. We had some stand out placings: 
 
10 Boy’s Age Group:  Ronan C 1st, Jed F 2

nd
, Billy T 5

th
 

10 Girl’s Age Group:  Tia M, 2
nd

, Indyanah H 3
rd

, Billie G 4
th

, Evie O 5
th

, Ashley O 12
th

,           
        Charlotte C 13th 
11 Boy’s Age Group:  Andy S 8

th
, Joel S 11

th
, Jasper S 14

th
  

11 Girl’s Age Group:   Zoe P 9
th

  
12 Boy’s Age Group:   Billy M 3

rd
, Heath JB 4

th
, Nate S 6

th
, James P 12

th
, Casper G 13

th
  

12 Girl’s Age Group:   Sammie G 2
nd

, Jasmine O 6
th

  
 
 All 20 of these students qualifying for Divisional Cross Country to be held at Yarra Glen on 
Tuesday 13

th
 June.  

 

I would like to make special mention of our students who were emergencies and came prepared 
for the day, just in case they were required to run. All of our runners earned valuable points     
towards our final score and I was very proud of our students. 
  

The team spirit was high throughout the day. There was constant cheering flowing from the    
students and parents from Tecoma. All students who attended were well behaved and did a   
fantastic job representing our school. Thank-you to our wonderful mum Marnie M who travelled 
with us on the bus. 
 

Congratulations on a great day! Good luck to our 20 students attending Divisionals on          
Tuesday 13th.  
 

 
 










