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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

JULY 

Wednesday 26th  
Grade 5/6 Hooptime  

Knox Stadium 
 

Thursday 27th 
Division Winter Sports 

Netball & Soccer 
(participating students) 

 
Friday 28th 

Lamington Drive Notices - 
DUE BACK 

 

AUGUST 

Wednesday 2nd 
STEP INTO PREP  

Music 
 

Thursday 3rd 

100 Days of Prep 
Lamingtons Handed Out 

 
Thursday 10th 
3/4 Hooptime 
Knox Stadium 

 
Friday 11th 

GR 6 LEADERSHIP 
PHOTOS 10am 

 
 

 

WELCOME BACK 
I hope everyone had a restful break and 
enjoyed the opportunity to share some 
time with their family and friends.  
I always think of the June/July break as 
the “Administration time” where you can 
use the cold weather as an excuse to do 
those things inside that we say we will do 
on a rainy day…..though I can’t remember more sunny, winter days 
than what we have just had. I just hope we aren’t headed into 
drought. Driving in the country last week, our farmers are wanting 
and needing the rain. 
 
Despite the lack of rain this winter, I did manage to get the car 
bogged where we go camping on the Murray. The day before I had 
driven the track fine, but overnight, the “local hoods” had decided to 
do burnouts in the mud, digging out the wheel ruts so I “bottomed 
out”. Two hours of “developing my resilience and patience” trying to 
get the car out before a good Samaritan in a 4WD came past and 
gave me a tow out.  Moral of the story, you’ve just got to know your 
limitations! Maybe Santa will give me a 4WD for Christmas!  
  
I hope the break gave your families the opportunity to get over the 
sniffles and get to know each other after what was an extremely 
busy term. 
 
Term 3 promises to be another great term filled with challenging 
learning opportunities, stimulating excursions, incursions and of 
course our whole school production. 
 
Judging by the number of post-it notes on my desk, it’s going to be 
one very busy term. 
 
It starts this Sunday with a working bee. You will see below what we 
are wanting to achieve. 
 
We always print the first newsletter of the term before sending the 
rest out electronically. To get this electronic copy, I would also ask 
that you sign up for the FLEXIBUZZ app (formerly Tiqbiz), it’s free 
and we send out regular alerts to keep you informed as to what is 
happening at our school. 



WORKING BEE 
This Sunday July 23 from 9:00am, we will hold a Working Bee where we have a long list of jobs 
to attack. Some of the jobs require a degree of skill and other will just need some grit and         
determination! Any builders, landscapers, plumbers etc. etc., or just very handy people we would 
like to see. 
 
A list of the jobs we need to complete include: 
 Putting in a new fence at the drop off bay. 
 Building a retaining wall to hold in the soft fall mulch around our new playground equipment. 

Once that is in place, and the mulch is spread, we can let the children loose! 
 Repairing a underground pipe between the prep playground and the street. This will require 

some digging. 
 Concreting in the bottom of some storm water pits or they shall erode away. 
 Replacing some ag-flow near the amphitheatre bricks. 

 
A list of items we will need include impact drivers, drills, circular saws, spirit levels, string lines, 
etc., for screwing the retaining wall together, whipper snippers, wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes, 
brooms etc. We do have some equipment here at the school but some extras to supplement it 
would be ideal. Please make sure everything is named so it gets returned to its rightful owner. 
Thanks to some well resourced parents, we have the post hole digger and the demo saw that we 
requested before the holidays. 
If you can come along, can you please let the office know for numbers purposes as we are 
providing morning tea and lunch. 
 
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 
My thanks to Leigh Bianchi and Mike Cullotty who came along and demolished the old equipment 
in about an hour and a half on the first weekend of holidays. Thanks to Leigh’s excavation toys, 
the job was very quick.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In its place, we have a half of what will be the new equipment. I know the children were 
“chomping at the bit” to play on it this week but the softfall is not yet in place.  
 
The first stage of the installation of the new equipment is the culmination of many fundraisers 
over a number of years. My thanks goes to our parents in the Parent Network and staff, past and 
present who have run or attended many events which have raised funds for the school. However 
the key word is “stage”. We have another stage to go and we have set a target of raising $25,000 
this year. Already we have raised $3,000 hence the $22,000 fundraising thermometer sign we 
have put up on the main building. 
We will do this via a number of events including the major raffle mentioned below and a lapathon 
later in the year. 
 
TRANSITION PROGRAM and NEXT YEAR 
Yesterday, from 9.10-10.00 am, 63 children of the 75 Prep students enrolled for next year started 
our Prep Transition Program. It is amazing how quickly this has come around as it seems like  
only yesterday that we were welcoming this years’ Preps to the school.  



We did our first class structure for 2018 this week based on 412 children. If you won’t be or you 
think it is unlikely your child/ren will be at Tecoma next year, can you please let us know. We can 
then take that into account when we look at our numbers. 
 
VICTORIAN PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE – 2017 
As you would be aware, our children are already participating in the Victorian Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. The Challenge officially ends in early September. Children from Prep to Year 2 will 
endeavour to read 30 books (at least 20 from the reading list and 10 of their own choice) and 
Years 3 to 6 will try to read 15 books (10 or more from the list).  
 
I see that 7 students have already met the challenge which is fantastic. Hop to it kids, there is still 
time! 
 
For further information and for the complete lists of reading list books go to 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/  
 
A reminder that the children who have entered the Premier’s Reading Challenge….you must 
have your books that you have read entered and updated by September 6, 2017.   
 
COLD WEATHER CLOTHING 
The cold winter weather has certainly set in. Very low temperatures and this week’s rain has 
made it very cold outside for students before school and during breaks. At school, our priority is 
to provide opportunity for the students to play outside whenever possible. 
 
In addition to playtimes, there are also a number of occasions when class activities mean that our 
students are outside for extended periods of time. 
 
Please check with your children to make sure that they have enough clothing to keep them warm 
outside when it is very cold. It can only help in keeping those nasty winter bugs at bay. 
 
MAJOR RAFFLE 
There is only 2 weeks to go in the “GREAT COMMUNITY RAFFLE”.   
The Rotary Club of Emerald and District in conjunction with The Ferntree Gully  Motor Group are 
donating all the prizes at no cost to participating organisations. 
 
This year, 2 cars will be given away. 
 
1

st
 Prize: Volkswagon Polo  

2
nd

 Prize: Suzuki Ignis 
3

rd
 Prize: $1000 Westfield Voucher 

4
th
 Prize: $500 Westfield Voucher 

 
All proceeds from the sale of our allotted tickets go directly to the school. 
 
Tickets are $2 each. If you need more tickets to sell, please contact the school and we can       
allocate you more. The more tickets we sell as a school, the more we raise and the greater the 
chance we have of one of our community members being a winner. 
 
If you don’t wish to participate in selling tickets, can you please return them to the school for    
others to sell. It is important that tickets sold or not sold are all accounted for. 
 
Tickets can be sold from now until July 31, 2017. The raffle will be drawn on 14

th
 August, 2017. 

 
We thank you for your support as this is one of our major fundraisers for the year. 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/


OFFICE NEWS  

 Grade 5/6 Camp Forms were sent home at the beginning of this week and the 3/4 Camp 
Forms will go out tomorrow. Costs will be as follows: 

  Grade 3/4 $245 

  Grade 5/6 $325 

Please note: If you chose to pay the $50 camp deposit at the beginning of the year, you 
will need to subtract this from above total. If you are unsure whether you paid the          

deposit, please see us in the office. 

 Grade 5/6 Hoop Time notices are due back now. If you have not brought back your        
permission form and payment of $12 please do so.  

 Division Netball and Soccer permission slips and payment of $10 is due back tomorrow. 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

 Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and 
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz. 

 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

 

This Week at Assembly We: 
 
 Welcomed everyone back from the holidays 
 Welcomed 5 new students Chloe, Oliver, Riley, Annie and Harry and their families to our 

school 
 Wished Marley in Prep well as they move to Canberra 
 Thanked Leigh Bianchi and Mike Cullotty for their help in removing the old playground 

equipment. We also spoke about the working bee this Sunday  
 Welcomed past student Jordan Gray to the school for work experience 
 Sang “Happy Birthday” to Miss Kennedy for her special birthday 
 Wished our grade 6 children well in their district sports on Wednesday 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements including Auskick, dancing, and swimming.  
 
If we don’t see you at the Working Bee on Sunday, we’ll see you around the school next week. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

EUROPEAN PILLOWS & PILLOW CASES       
NEEDED IN OSHC!!  

If you are having a clear out over the holidays and are getting 
rid of any European style pillows or pillow cases, the Before & 
Afterschool Care would love to have them for their Reading  
Corner. Many thanks! 



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
Welcome back everyone!  I hope you all had a relaxing break and were able to spend some   
precious time with your children.  I must admit I did very little these holidays…keeping warm and 
catching up with some of those jobs on my ‘to do’ list.  Geoff and I snuck away for a weekend at 
Werribee Mansion and the highlight of the weekend was visiting the Werribee Zoo, a place I 
have not been to for many years.  Even though it was cold, the animals were still up and about 
(especially my favourites the giraffes) and we got to see them up close which was a buzz. 
 
The Great Community Raffle 
This is the last call for all tickets to be returned (whether sold or unsold) for the Great Community 
Raffle, run by the Rotary Club of Emerald and District in conjunction with The Ferntree Gully  
Motor Group.  This is your last chance to go in the draw to win one of 2 cars and to raise some 
funds for the school, as every $2 you spend on a ticket comes back to school.  Can we please 
get tickets back ASAP.  Thank you for your support in getting those tickets back. 
 
The term ahead… 
 
This week we have started our series of Step into Prep transition sessions for children who are 
ready to start school in 2018.   
 
The Prep children will also be celebrating their first 100 days in Prep, at the beginning of August 
and there are a number of excursions and incursions taking place this term as well.   
 
We will be having a whole school KidsMatter day in late August. Our senior school students will 
all be heading off to Camp (3/4’s to Phillip Island and 5/6’s to Maldon). 
 
Make sure you keep the morning of Monday September 11

th
 free for our Dads/Mates Breakfast, 

which is a not to be missed event!  
 
Our term will end with our 2 Production evenings, on 18

th
 and 19

th
 September, at Careforce, in 

Mt Evelyn and on the last day we will have our inaugural Footy Day. 
 
You have been forewarned…it really is going to be a busy term so make sure you get your 
skates on! 
 
Have a great week! 
Regards 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week 
‘Don’t go through life, GROW through life!’ 
                                                Eric Butterworth 

GREAT COMMUNITY CAR RAFFLE 

Please remember to bring back your raffle tickets, even if you 
have not sold them or do not want to participate. If you would like         
to sell more  tickets over the holidays, please pop into the office and 
grab some extra tickets. Remember:  every dollar raised goes back to 
the school!! 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 
Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

PRODUCTION NEWS 
 
Help needed!! 
 
I'm looking for some volunteers to do some sewing. 
They are very simple costumes. Please leave your name and number 
at the office if you are able to help. 
 
I'm also on the look out for a  soft toy cat as a prop. If you have 
one could you please let me know. 
 
Thanks in advance, 
Sally Connell 

The Redgum Book Club Term 3 catalogue will be coming 
home with your child/ren today! 

 

In this issue you will find……..  

  ……… And loads more!     

Orders need to be placed online by the 8
th
 of August and books will be delivered 

to school around the 24
th
 of August.  

There are more books to choose from than those in the catalogue 
www.redgumbookclub.com.au 

 

And every book purchased enables us to purchase books for the Library. This is 
one of our main fundraisers for the purchase of Library books. Our favourite    
fundraising event returns next term…….Book Fair!!! 

Happy reading and keep your eyes out for all our new books! 

Jennie T - Librarian 

http://www.redgumbookclub.com.au




STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Amity M Thank you for always sitting quietly and reading your books during silent 
reading Amity. You always follow instructions straight away and use your 
initiative when you finish work early, finding something productive to do. 

Great job Amity! :-) 

Prep M Adam L I have been so pleased with the way Adam has started off Term 3. He is 
promptly following instructions and listening patiently to his teachers. He 
has been the first on many occasions to clean up his table and be sitting 
ready on the floor for the next lesson. This is wonderful to see Adam,   

keep it up! 

Prep M Zoe G For the dedication and commitment she has displayed towards her reading. 
She has barely missed a night of reading this year. Zoe has read more than 
150 nights! I have loved reading the comments she makes in her reading 

diary. Great work Zoe. 
Prep W Riley B Congratulations Riley for settling in so well at Tecoma Primary School. 

You have quickly become a valued member of Prep W and we’re all 
enjoying having you in our class!  

Prep W Liam P Liam has taken the newest member of Prep W under his wing and has been 
so very welcoming! He has displayed his thoughtfulness and caring attitude 

every day since Riley arrived. Congratulations Liam, we are lucky              
to have you in our class! 

1P Amaya H For her wonderful attitude to all her school work and her enthusiastic 
approach to wanting to learn more and more. Wonderful work Amaya! 

1R Thomas B Well done Thomas on making positive choices to improve your learning. I 
have been so impressed with your new attitude and growth mindset. You 
are always trying your personal best which has been great to see. Keep up 

the great work! 

1V Felix L For being a good friend by including others into the group games at  
recess and lunch time. Felix, you like to make good choices when  

playing outside and do the right thing by others. Great job! 

1V Hannah M Hannah, your enthusiasm and curiosity to learn new things is amazing and 
you take great pride in sharing your knowledge with others, making your 

love for learning quite contagious! Fabulous work Hannah! 

2C Jasmine B Jasmine set and achieved her goal of reading every night of the school 
holidays. Amazing work Jasmine! 

2N Josh B What a great change Josh.  It is wonderful to see you working so hard, 
finishing set tasks and trying your very best.  Keep it up!!!! 

2N Jack F Jack has been working very hard on a personal goal.   
It is wonderful to see him working beautifully and doing his very best to 

make sure he focuses on having a positive attitude.  



UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 
  Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 
  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

3W Julian S Julian has already been a great friend to Harry. I really appreciated how 
you showed him all around the school and made sure he was included in a 

Maths game. Great community spirit Julian. 

3W Naomi C Our Reading Group book was about the many uses of coconut palms. 
Naomi shared a lot of information about her family’s village in Mauritius.  

It was so interesting to learn how children live in that country.           
Thanks so much Naomi. 

4D Hayden K For working collaboratively and consistently on our newspaper writing 
task. Congratulations Hayden.  

4D Ruby W For working extremely hard during all lessons, and taking responsibility for 
her own learning. Congratulations Ruby.   

4V Xavier B For sharing his understanding of subtraction strategies in Maths to help his 
peers understand the strategies as well. Thank you for helping your friends 

achieve success in their work Xavier! 

4V Harry B For writing some amazing and descriptive sentences, making his openers 
outstanding! Harry you showcased your ability to include vibrant 

vocabulary in your writing, well done! 

5G Shelby G It is wonderful to have you back in our class after your travels to Cape 
York Peninsula. Your energy and enthusiasm towards learning is 

commendable.  Keep up the fantastic approach to your studies Shelby! 

6F Lachlan B Lachie has begun this term with a great attitude towards focussing and 
getting his work done. Lachie I am so pleased to see you making positive 

choices about your learning, this is a great step forward. 

6F Georgia W Georgia has absolutely blitzed maths this week! She has been really 
switched on when converting decimals, fractions and percentages, 

contributing answers with confidence. Georgia it is so wonderful to see 
your enthusiasm and determination to try your personal best. Well done! 

Japanese Stella G Stella-san (Ms.Stella) is always ready to learn new things and shows 
beautiful manners during Japanese lessons.  

すごい！(Sugoi!: Great work!) 

Japanese Allora C Allora-san (Ms.Allora) has mastered counting 1-10 in Japanese and always 
speaks Japanese wherever she can.  すごい！(Sugoi!: Great work!) 
















