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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

Friday 24th 
Sherbrooke District 
Swimming Carnival 

(participating students 
only) 

 

MARCH 

Wednesday 1st 
NO PREPS 

 
Thursday 2nd 

Parent Helpers Course - 
Module 1 

 
Wednesday 8th 

NO PREPS 
Division Swimming 

Carnival - Aquanation 
Ringwood 

(participating students 
only) 

 
Thursday 9th 

Parent Helpers Course - 
Module 2 

 
Monday 13th 
LABOUR DAY 
Public Holiday 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
On Monday, the period for nominations for School Council closed. 
We received 2 nominations for the 4 available places. We therefore, 
as per Department of Education guidelines, extend the timeline for 
further nominations by another week.  
If we receive more nominations, than the extra 2 we need we will go 
to ballot.    
If you would like to be involved, please come and see me for a 
nomination form. Please be aware that nominations now close on 
Monday 27th February at 4pm and must be lodged at the office by 
this time.  
I encourage all parents to consider this role and whether it would be 
something they could commit to and be involved in. Our School 
Council meets normally on the 3

rd
 Tuesday of each month during 

school terms, beginning at 7:00pm. As well as attending School 
Council meetings, Councillors are encouraged to join one of the 
following sub committees: Education, Parent Network, Promotions, 
Facilities, Out of School Hours Care or Finance to help with 
decisions about our school.      
 
PARENT TEACHER MEET AND GREET 
We had a wonderful attendance by parents at our Meet and Greet 
interviews on Monday evening.  Teachers were very pleased to be 
able to spend time with parents to learn more about each student 
and further develop the partnership between home and school.  
Thank you to everyone for your contribution. The information shared 
will assist us to plan for and work as effectively as possible with you 
and your child throughout the year.   
 
PARENT PAYMENTS – (SCHOOL FEES) 
Thank you to the many families who have already paid essential 
education items payments.  These are required payments which are 
now due.  Payment of Essential Education fees pays for items which 
are essential to support instruction in the standard curriculum 
program such as essential curriculum materials.  
 
 



On Tuesday night at School Council, I was able to share the support we have received from our 
community, especially in paying voluntary fees. The support has enabled us to purchase new   
laptops and we are working well towards being able to begin stage 1 of upgrading our grade 3-6 
playground equipment which is 20 years old. 
We are indeed extremely fortunate to have such wonderful people in our school community.  
Thank you. 
If you require assistance to make payment, please contact Karin Hartnell in our office to make an 
appointment. Appropriate arrangements, such as a payment plan can be developed in the     
strictest of confidence.   
 
VIGILANT COMMUNITY 
In the last few weeks, I have mentioned in the newsletter that we have been having some after 
hours damage in our yard. We rang the police on Tuesday as on Monday night, after we locked 
up from parent teacher interviews at 8.45pm, our performing arts deck was damaged and tagged, 
bottles were smashed, our double gates to McNicol Rd were damaged, the gazebo out the front 
was tagged and the cyclone fence to our lower basketball court was cut, leaving a big hole so 
that the court is no longer secure. Not only is it a waste of our time and resources, but the costs 
to repair these things eats into what we should be using school funds for and this is the children’s 
education. 
I spoke to School Council on Tuesday night and we are investigating reinstalling security       
cameras and  patrols, as we had up until 4 years ago. In the meantime, we have asked Belgrave 
Police to do extra patrols but if you are on your way home from somewhere at night or over the 
weekend, please feel free to drive into our yard via the access track on the right of the hall. If you 
do a circuit of the top basketball court and the oval and have your phone ready with the Belgrave 
Police number (97546677), we might just deter or even better catch these vandals in the act! 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Handed out our “ student of the week” awards 
 Heard some wonderful holiday and weekend achievements 

 
A reminder, should the weather be suitable, we will hold assemblies outside on the top basketball 
court the next 2 weeks. 
 
Have a great weekend 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the          
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

  



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
CLASSROOM HELPERS COURSE: 
 
This morning we held an information session for our next intake of Classroom Helpers. We have 
a keen group of adults who are eager to know more about how schooling and what takes place 
in the classroom has changed since they went to school, and how they can help their child’s 
teacher in the classroom. 
 
The dates/times for the 4 sessions will be: 
 

Thursday mornings –  
2

nd
  March (9:15 – 10:15am) 

9
th

 February (9:15 – 10:15 am) 
16

th
 March (9:00 – 11:00am) 

23
rd

 March (9:00 – 11:00am) 
 
If you would like to take part please pop into the office and let me know. 
 
NAPLAN:  
 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual              
assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It has been an everyday part of the school      
calendar since 2008, and takes place in early May each year. 
 
NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and 
life, such as reading, writing, spelling and numeracy. The assessments are undertaken           
nationwide, every year, in the second full week in May. 
 
NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four areas (or ‘domains’) of: 
 

 reading 

 writing 

 language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 

 numeracy 
 
NAPLAN tests skills in literacy and numeracy that are developed over time 
through the school curriculum.  That means, from Prep, your child is     
learning skills in literacy and numeracy, which will assist them when they   
sit for these tests in Years 3 and 5.  
 
Over the next couple of weeks I will unpack the domains so that you have a greater                 
understanding of NAPLAN. 
 
ENGLISH 
 
The English part of the Victorian Curriculum requires students to be taught a variety of forms of 
writing at school. The three main text types (previously called genres) that are taught are        
imaginative writing – including narrative writing, informative writing and persuasive writing. In   
the writing tests, students are provided with a ‘writing stimulus’ (sometimes called a prompt – an 
idea or topic) and asked to write a response in a particular text type. To date the text types that 
students have been tested on are narrative writing and persuasive writing. Informative writing is 
not yet tested by NAPLAN. 
The writing task targets the full range of student capabilities expected of  students from Years 3 
to 9. The same marking guide is used to assess all students' writing, allowing for a national  
comparison of student writing capabilities across these year levels. 



This week we will take a look at: 
 

WRITING A PERSUASIVE TEXT 
 

A ‘good’ persuasive text is made up of three parts: 
 

An Introduction - 
 Which aims to get the reader’s attention by using a ‘hook’ 
 Gives some background information about the topic 
 Contains a focus statement 
 

The Body of the Argument –  
 Where the writer provides evidence to support the opinion offered in their statement in the 

introduction.   
 The body should consist of at least three paragraphs.  Each paragraph states a solid     

reason which backs the claim in the original statement.   
 Since almost all issues have sound arguments on both sides of the question, a good      

persuasive writer tries to anticipate opposing viewpoints and provide counter-arguments 
along with the main points in the essay.   

 One of the three paragraphs should be used to discuss opposing viewpoints and your 
counter-arguments. 

 

The Conclusion – 
 Which restates the focus statement 
 Summarises the main points (so that the reader recalls the main points of the authors     

argument) 
 Concludes with a personal comment or a ‘call for action’. 
 

Assessing the writing task 

Students’ writing will be marked by assessors who have received intensive training in the        
application of a set of ten writing criteria. Test administration authorities in each state and        
territory are responsible for the marking of the writing tests within their jurisdictions. All markers 
across Australia use the same marking rubric, receive the same training and are subject to the 
same quality assurance measures. 

Marking criterion Description of persuasive writing marking criterion 

Audience The writer’s capacity to orient, engage and persuade the reader 

Text structure The organisation of the structural components of a persuasive text 
(introduction, body and conclusion) into an appropriate and effective text 
structure 

Ideas The selection, relevance and elaboration of ideas for a persuasive argument 

Persuasive devices The use of a range of persuasive devices to enhance the writer’s position and 
persuade the reader 

Vocabulary The range and precision of contextually appropriate language choices 

Cohesion The control of multiple threads and relationships across the text, achieved 
through the use of grammatical elements (referring words, text connectives, 
conjunctions) and lexical elements (substitutions, repetitions, word             
associations) 

Paragraphing The segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists the reader to follow the 
line of argument 

Sentence structure The production of grammatically correct, structurally sound and meaningful 
sentences 

Punctuation The use of correct and appropriate punctuation to aid the reading of the text 

Spelling The accuracy of spelling and the difficulty of the words used 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums     Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 
 
Guitar      Singing 
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 Name and Number will be provided 
      next week. 
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 
 

Why not have some ‘healthy debates’ with your children and see how they go! 
 
Good luck! 
 
Enjoy your week 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
‘Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of 
all, love of what you are doing or learning to do’.  
                                                                                                Pele 

Dear Parents, 

The Reading Room is an important support program at Tecoma Primary School. I 
am in urgent need of a volunteer in the Reading Room on Fridays. The hours are 
9.00 – 11.00. As it is very difficult to run the Reading Room without helpers, I 
would appreciate assistance in this area. 

If you are unable to help yourself, maybe you know a         
grandparent, neighbour or relative who might be able to. It is 
very rewarding to follow the children’s progress throughout the 
year. 

Thank you in anticipation 

Abbey Morgan 

Reading Room Coordinator 





OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 

 

 Term 1 Levies have been sent out.   The costs are below: 

  Prep   $15 

  Grades 1/2  $25 

  Grades 3/4  $25 

  Grade 5  $25 

  Grade 6  $20 

 We are excited to announce that our new payment app, Qkr! is up and 
running. You are now able to pay for your levies, swimming, etc., 
through the app. For information on how to download the Qkr!, please 
read the flyer in this newsletter. 

 Thank you to all of our parents that have paid their Essential Items.    
Unfortunately, we are still missing a few. Please pop into the office next 
week to make payment. If you are having financial difficulty please see 
Karin, Heather or Anthea in the office to set up a payment plan. If you 
are on a payment plan, please make sure you are keeping up to date. 

 If you have changed your mobile contact numbers, please make sure 
that you let the office know.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Redgum Book club for Term 1 closes for orders on the 27th of   
February - that's next Monday! Orders will arrive back at school 
around the 13th of March. Thank you to all those families that have 
bought books, it really helps to boost the content in the library for 
students and classes to choose from for reading. If you haven't looked                  
at the website yet, please do as there is more on offer than you see in the         
catalogue! www.redgumbookclub.com.au   

Keep your eyes open for all the new books about to hit the shelves very soon...... 

Jennie Tuvey - Librarian 

  

UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN TUESDAY MORNINGS (8:45 TO 
9:15am) AND WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS (3:15 TO 3:45pm). 

PLEASE TRY TO MAKE THESE TIMES IF POSSIBLE.  

http://www.redgumbookclub.com.au


STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

1R Pippi Congratulations Pippi on your fantastic reading during reading groups. 
Every time Pippi reads she is confident and uses expression. You are a super 

star reader. Well done! 
1V Mani For sharing his amazing knowledge about the human brain  

and how it “floats” within our skull. 
It seems you have an awesome brain too Mani, well done! 

2N Tristan B Tristan has taken on the challenge of making great choices about where he 
sits to make sure he is able to listen and watch carefully without being 

distracted by others.  Great work Tristan.   
These wonderful choices will help your learning.  Well done! 

2R Summer S Summer, you blew me away with your amazing and creative response to 
how you use your brain. Your four different illustrations were beautiful 

and showed the many ways you use your brain each day.  
Wonderful effort, Summer! 

3GP Olivia C Olivia is a very focussed worker. She did a great job at adding and changing 
words in her draft recount when conferencing, which made it a much 

more interesting piece to read. 

3W Sadie S Sadie completed an excellent recount of her Summer holiday this week. 
She included a sizzling “start where the action is” and several excellent 

adjective/noun combinations.  Great job Sadie :)  

4D Jessica P For making positive choices during class time.  
Congratulations Jessica 

4V Emily H For always doing her best work and trying her hardest in everything she 
does. Well done Emily on recognising what you want to improve in your 

learning and persisting towards that!   

5G Nick R Nick has been such a great friend to all this week.  He has assisted and 
supported his classmates in their learning, taken initiative and he has even 

fixed a tricky computer problem.  A fantastic effort Nick. Well done! 

5M Lily M  This week, Lily worked really hard to understand how to do a diamante 
poem. She researched the structure, then thought carefully about the 
words she was going to use. The result was an excellent piece of work!  

Well done Lily. 

6F Jacob U Jacob is always listening and ready to learn. He is respectful of everyone, is 
a positive role model both inside the classroom and out. He constantly 
gives 110% in his work and has wonderful creative flair. Jacob, you are 

deserving of the school capataincy, you tick all the school values boxes! 

6L Ella C Ella has begun grade 6 with a positive attitude to her learning. She has put 
100% effort into all her work and homework tasks. It is fantastic to see her 

mature attitude towards her learning shining through. Keep it up Ella. 

JAPANESE Lilly B Well done for actively participating in this week’s discussion,  
Lilly-san (Ms. Lilly)!    

よくできました！(“Yoku dekimashita!”: Great job!)  





Are you Eligible to Claim the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund? 

Applications forms are available at the office. Please present your             
Concession Card with your form before February 29

th
, 2016. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Melbourne Japanese Summer Festival will once again return to Federation 
Square in February 2017. Be part of the festivity and enjoy captivating live         
performances - introducing a new generation of young performers. Prizes for best 
dressed will also be available as well as business class tickets to Japan to be won, 
thanks to Qantas and Jetstar! 
 
The River Terrace will again host many vendors selling an exciting range of       
Japanese street food, crafts, and wares. Games and activities will also be held 
and are not to be missed. This fantastic cultural experience is sure to entertain the 
whole family. 
 
Website: City of Melbourne 



EARLY MORNING YOGA PRACTICE  

with Maxine  

Suitable beginners or experienced at Selby House Term 2. 

Start the day with a guided yoga practice.   Learn the foundations of 
physical posture and movement, breath exercises and relaxation.  
Highlighting student individuality and openness to learning.  Yoga 
Mats will be provided.   

Classes start Tuesday 6:30-7:30am, Wednesday 6:30-7:45am Thursday 
6:30-7:30am 10 sessions for $120.00  Casual $15 
 










