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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

FEBRUARY 

Monday 19th 
School Council Close of 

Nominations 4pm 
 

Tuesday 20th 
Parent Teacher Meetings 

2pm onwards 
(students still finish at 

3:30pm as usual) 
 

Wednesday 21st 
NO PREPS 

(assessments) 
 

Thursday 22nd 
Metro Trains Incursion 

Grades 3 & 4 
 

Friday 23rd 
District Swimming  
@ Belgrave Pool 

 
Wednesday 28th 

NO PREPS  
(assessments) 

 

MARCH 

Mon 5th to Fri 9th 
Grade 5/6 Camp 
COONAWARRA 

 
Wednesday 7th 

Grade 3 Excursion 
Polly Woodside 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
On Monday, a notice for the election of the Tecoma Primary School 
Council and a call for nominations went out.  
We have 3 positions to fill on School Council, so if you would like to 
be involved, please come and see me for a nomination form. Please 
be aware that nominations close on Monday 19th February at 4pm 
and must be lodged at the office by this time. I encourage all parents 
to consider this role and whether it would be something they could 
commit to and be involved in. Our School Council meets normally on 
the 3

rd
 Tuesday of each month during school terms, beginning at 

7:00pm. As well as attending School Council meetings, Councillors 
are encouraged to join one of the following sub committees: 
Education, Parent Network, Promotions, Facilities, Out of School 
Hours Care or Finance to help with decisions about our school.      
 
GRADE 6 LEADERSHIP BADGES AND BOMBER JACKET 
PRESENTATIONS 
On Monday we will be handing out the grade 6 leadership badges at 
assembly. We will also be handing out the grade 6 polo shirts. We 
thought we would also have the bomber jackets to present. At this 
moment, the manufacturer has left us 7 short……hopefully they will 
be here on Monday but I think this is unlikely. 
 
For the next 3 weeks, weather permitting, we will hold assemblies 
on the top basketball court. This is because the hall can then be set 
up for all the wonderful gym equipment that we have but also 
supplemented by some equipment we have borrowed from Upwey 
High School. We thank Upwey for their support of one of their feeder 
schools.  
 
SCHOOL CROSSING 
Parents and children who use the lights 
at the corner of Sandells Rd and 
Burwood Hwy would know that the 
crossing has not been staffed this year 
by the Shire of Yarra Ranges. This is 
extremely disappointing and certainly not in the best interests and 
safety of the children. We encourage you to contact the shire to 
register your concerns should you have any, of the lack of 
supervision from the council in what is a very important service.   



As a result, we have staffed the crossing, both morning and night. Unfortunately, it appears  
members of the public cannot volunteer as they have not had the “training” required. 
Therefore, we have taken on the task. 
I would like to thank our staff who have volunteered as it goes well beyond what can reasonably 
be expected in carrying out our educational duties. 
It certainly has been an eye opener for us as to what occurs on the crossing. I would urge       
parents to talk to your children about road safety. I will also talk at assembly regarding this issue. 
 
Some of the issues that I would like covered which we have witnessed since the start of the year: 
 
 Children not riding their bikes but walking them across 
 Children not bouncing basketballs or football while crossing 
 Children and parents not entering the crossing while the pedestrian sign is flashing red 
 Parents holding hands with their toddlers while crossing such a busy intersection 
 Parents not being on phones while crossing with toddlers so they can devote their total    

attention to the safe crossing with their children 
 Parents and students staying within the lines 
 Pedestrians looking for vehicles and not assuming the traffic has seen the lights 
 
Drivers 
As kids come to and from school it’s important for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists to be aware 
and take extra care during these busy times. Even a small reduction in speed could save a child’s 
life. 
 
To help keep our kids safe, it’s important for drivers to: 
 
 slow down in school speed zones during school times 
 be extra cautious around schools 
 be aware that young children can be unpredictable and difficult to see 
 40 km/hr are the limit, not a target speed to be attained 
 
Keeping all these safety measures in place will help to make the crossing of our children go 
smoothly. 
 
PLAYGROUND 
Regular visitors to our yard will have seen that the second and final stage of the grade 3-6     
playground has been installed. This is the culmination of many fundraisers over the past year. My 
thanks goes to our parents in the Parent Network and our staff, past and present who have run or 
attended many events which have raised funds for the school. There are 2 pieces of equipment 
yet to be installed, the first is the slide and the second is the climbing wall. These will be installed 
in 2 weeks. We also need to spread some more softfall around the equipment. Once this is done 
we will let the children loose! 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/driver-safety/speeding/school-speed-zones


SUPPORTING THE SCHOOL 
One of the reasons that many families decide to enrol at Tecoma is the wonderful atmosphere in 
the school and the sense of community that has developed over the years.  This sense of      
community grows out of the relationships between the school and the parents.  
However, we are always looking for parents who are willing to take on various roles within the 
school which contribute to this sense of community.  I would urge all parents to consider what 
they can do to support the school this year.  
 
There are many ways you can assist: 
 

 Assisting at school as a parent helper for PMP or reading, especially in the Reading Room 

 Assisting in the Uniform Shop 

 Attending Working Bees 

 Being part of the School Council 

 Help at excursions and camps 

 Joining the Parent Network and assisting with fundraising and school social events. 
 

We are looking for members to join the Parent Network. This year we will have 4 different   
branches: 
 

 Fundraising which might include events such as Bunnings or election day BBQ’s, bulbs, hot 
cross buns, giant community raffles, chocolate drive. 

 School events which might include events such as Education Week BBQ, UDEC festival. 

 Children events which might include events such as Mothers Day stall, Fathers Day stall, 
Movie Night, Kids Disco, Footy Day and Morning Munchies. 

 Parent Social Events - Trivia Night, etc. 
 
Meetings are generally once a month on a Tuesday, mainly in the afternoon but we may run 
some in the evening if it might bring about more support.   
Please think about how you might be able to be involved. It would be wonderful if every family 
contributed in some way to the school. Please consider what you can do in 2018. 
 
READING ROOM 
All places to help with tutoring the students in our Reading Room are filled which is just          
wonderful. We are extremely grateful for the support that we get from our community as this     
program really makes a difference. We had a number of students last year who moved off the 
program as they are now at level, which not only helps with their literacy skills but also flows over 
into other subject areas such as maths and science where the ability to read information and 
questions is required.  
Throughout the year, some of our tutors may be away or taking a holiday which means their 
group may require coverage. If you would like to be an emergency contact for instances such as 
this, please let Mrs Double in the reading room know.   
 
 
UNIFORM / SUNSMART 
A big thumbs up to the parents. We are very appreciative of your work in setting children up for 
school, and indeed ensuring students are dressed each day in correct uniform. It really makes a 
difference to students, promoting a ‘sense of belonging’ to both the school and their friends. I also 
thank Marnie Martin and our staff who have assisted our busy Uniform Shop sales at the           
beginning of this year.  
 
As a Sunsmart school (www.sunsmart.com.au) we strictly enforce the use of hats, and I was 
pleased to see this week that only a few children have been seated under the walkways due to 
not having a hat at school.  
 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au


STUDENT SAFETY – SUPERVISION  
During the school day, all teachers take their “duty of care” very seriously and work closely      
together to ensure students are supervised whilst in classrooms and also out in the playgrounds.  
All teachers wear fluoro vests, carry a small first aid kit and an area duty folder where any         
incidents that occur can be recorded and reported to the school leadership team. 
 
In our planning, we have the school divided into 3 distinct zones and staff are assigned to each of 
these zones each recess and lunchtime. Before and after school, we have staff on duty at the 
front gate/carpark area. 
 
To ensure that students are appropriately supervised, we ask that students arrive at school after 
8:45am each morning. If you elect to send your child/ren to school prior to 8:45am, it is important 
that you understand that they will not be supervised until yard duty teachers begin their assigned 
duty from 8:45am. Similarly, at the end of the school day, the school will ensure the appropriate 
supervision of all students until 3:45pm and after this time it is the responsibility of parents to   
collect/supervise their children. In further support of parents on this important matter, Chris,     
Adelle, Bridget and Alex at our Before and After School Care programs provide wonderful levels 
of care for students. 
 
MOBILE PHONES 
A reminder that students are to hand mobile phones in at the office or to their class teacher prior 
to classes commencing and collect them at the end of the day. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
School photos are scheduled for Wednesday March 14.  To look our best and show pride in our 
school, as in all other days, students must wear their full school uniform for school photos.   
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 

 Were led beautifully by our School Captains 

 Handed out our “ Student of the Week” awards 

 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements 
 

Please note as mentioned above, weather permitting (both hot or cold), we will attempt to run our 
assemblies on the top basketball court to enable gymnastics to be set up in the hall. This will   
occur for the next four weeks.  
 
See you around the school, 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following 
days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 





NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
“Tell me about your child” Parent/teacher meetings Tuesday 20th February 
Please keep the afternoon and evening of Tuesday 20

th
 February free, so that you can meet/

catch up with your child’s classroom teacher.   
Did you know that the whole school focus at Tecoma for this term is ‘Relationships’?  School is a 
big part of your child’s life...they do spend 6 ½ hours here each day...building strong                
relationships with their teachers, their classmates and other members of the Tecoma community.  
 
Parent teacher meetings give you an opportunity to build a relationship with your child’s teacher 
and a chance to chat with your child’s teacher about your child.  You know your child better than 
anyone and any information and insight that you can share with their teacher about them is 
greatly appreciated.   
 
Showing your child that there is a strong link between your home and the school and that you 
are part of the relationship they have with their teacher at school is vitally important so please 
make sure you take the opportunity to show your child how important they are. 
 
Classroom Helpers 
It is great to here that there are already a number of parents who are listening to children reading 
in the classroom each morning.  Thank you to all of you.   
Please, please, PLEASE, if you have a spare 15 minutes at 9:00am of a morning go and see 
your child’s teacher and join in.   
 
Very soon, you will receive information about our upcoming Classroom Helpers sessions for this 
year…so keep an eye out for that information. 
 
Restorative Practices 
Restorative Practices is something you will hear a lot about here at Tecoma PS.   
 
Below is some information about Restorative Practices and about Circle Time – which is an    
integral part of the Restorative Practices approach here. 
 
At Tecoma Primary School we use Restorative Practices when there has been a problem that 
needs resolving.  It allows discussion in a way that allows everyone to contribute and be valued. 
 
As part of our Restorative Practices approach all children take part in ‘Circle Time’. 
 When holding the talking piece (or when it is your turn) you must: 
 speak honestly and from the heart. 
 speak with respect for others. 
 try not to speak at length. 
 speak to the issues of the circle. 
(The circle format and use of a talking piece is an ancient form of communication for spiritual, 
political and communal life and is found throughout world traditions). 
 
Restorative Practice sees misconduct not necessarily as rule breaking, but as violation against 
people and relationships. 
Restorative Practices focuses on modifying behaviours that undermine positive relationships. 
 
Restorative Language 
 What were you thinking? 
 How did you feel? 
 Who do you think was affected? 
 How do you think they were affected? 
 How can you repair the harm? 
 
 



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 Grade 5/6 Camp forms went home this week. Payments are 
due by Thursday, March 1st. If you need to set up a payment plan, 
please contact the office. 

  Cost:  $390 

 Grade 3-6 Term 1 Levies have been sent home with your    
child/ren. Here are the costs: 

  Grade 3/4 $35 

  Grade 5/6 $35 

 CSEF Forms can now be collected from the school office.  

 

All the best, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 
 

What does Restorative Practices/Conferencing hope to achieve? 
 All who participate have a sense of fairness and justice. 
 The student gains a greater insight into the impact of behaviours on others. 
 A healing of the hurt and a repairing of damaged relationships. 
 A student remains a member of the school community which continues to offer support and 

a sense of belonging. 
 A sense of community is heightened when students, teachers and parents are equally    

valued as participants. 
 
Have a lovely week. 
Regards 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the Week: 
 
“If the philosophy of Restorative Practices such as conferencing, were to underpin all our         
disciplinary dealings with young people in classrooms and playgrounds, our schools would go 
some way to building social capital and a sense of belonging in an emotionally healthy          
community.”   (Cameron 2001) 
 



GRADE NAME REASON 

1P All of 1P For the WONDERFUL way that each and every one of you has settled into 
the new school year and into your new classroom environment. It is great 
to see how eager and enthusiastic everyone is to start a brand new year of 

learning and discovering! 
1R Xanthe B Xanthe worked extremely well during our goal setting session. She set 

herself a goal of learning all her tens friends without using her fingers. This 
is a fantastic goal Xanthe and I look forward to helping you achieve it. 

Well done!  
2M Felix L  In our writing about our holidays, Felix used some wonderful descriptive 

words to add interest to his piece. Words such as ‘force’, gigantic’, and 
‘scoffed’. He also used the phrase, “This is about the journey, not the 
destination”. It’s great to see you stretch yourself Felix. Keep it up. 

2N Audrey W Audrey wrote an excellent recount about a time when something 
happened which was NOT funny but people laughed anyway.               

Great work Audrey. 

3GN Michael R For having a wonderfully positive attitude and showing great enthusiasm 
for his learning. He was heard saying... ‘This is hard but I’m gonna           

give it a go’! 

3M Caleb Y Well done Caleb for remaining focussed during our silent reading sessions.   
It is lovely to see you enjoy reading different books both at school and at 

home.  Keep up this great effort! 

3W Ryder B Ryder has been asked to remember to raise his hand when he has 
something to say.  He has taken up the challenge and has already become 

much better. Your determination to improve is a great quality Ryder.  
Well done. 

4D Eve C For being a fabulous and supportive student. Eve is a friend to everyone in 
the class. I was particularly impressed with her initiative when helping our 

new students settle into life at Tecoma Primary School.            
Congratulations Eve.  

4V Maisie V For creating a terrific main character profile during Reading. Maisie, you 
used evidence from the book to help you draw their appearance and 

provide detailed information about their life. Keep up the fantastic effort! 

4V Oliver G For his many acts of kindness towards others. Oliver you are such a 
thoughtful member of our class! You show respect to others by being 
selfless and putting others first. Thank you for thinking of others and 

looking out for your peer’s best interests. 

5G Olivia C Liv always aims high for all of her set tasks and leads by example when 
giving new, unfamiliar learning activities a go. She consistently tries her 
very best in all areas of learning and uses feedback to improve her work. 

Recently, her homework responses about wants and needs was very 
insightful and it was evident that she had put a lot of thought into her 

work. Keep up this excellent work Liv! Well done :) 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

5R Rhy C For the amazing effort you put into long jump at 5/6 Sport, even 
though it wasn’t your favourite event.  Despite being reluctant to join 
in, you tried your hardest and ended up really enjoying yourself.  Well 

done Rhy! 

6F Thomas C Thomas was wonderful during our guided reading session about our 
class novel “Holes”. Thomas not only knew all the answers but he was 
able to explain more complex words in the questions, incorporate the 

question into his answer, and write some impressive,               
comprehensive responses, sharing eagerly with his group.        

Wonderful work Thomas! 
6F Zoe P Zoe has begun her grade 6 year in magnificent form. She is such a 

diligent worker, always  ensuring she finishes her work to her personal 
best, which is neat and well thought out. She listens actively and 

displays all the school values each and every day. Zoe, I look forward to 
sharing this special grade 6 year with you!  

6M Jed H-S Jed has approached his role of house captain with integrity and 
responsibility. He has demonstrated inclusiveness, been fair and helped 
others out during 5/6 sport and in the classroom. Jed has consistently 
made good choices and demonstrated excellent leadership qualities. 
Well done Jed, I look forward to watching you grow into an honest, 

respectful and inspiring leader.  

6M Allegra C Allegra has settled in well to 6M. She has been respectful to her peers in 
the classroom and demonstrated respectful behaviours as a house 

captain. Allegra listens to others, demonstrates kindness and 
responsible behaviour. What a wonderful start to your final year in 

primary school. Well done Allegra!  
JAPANESE Finn M Finn-kun (Mr.Finn) has been a very helpful and resourceful learner of 

Japanese in Prep C.  He collected 5 Japanese ‘dojo’ points within the 
first 2 lessons of the year!   すばらしい！  (Su ba ra shi i ! : Fantastic!) 







Coles Sports 

for  
Schools 

 
 
 

Coles Sports for Schools is back! The 
program gives schools across Australia 
the opportunity to earn sports gear just 
by collecting vouchers from Coles. 
 
For every $10 you spend at Coles you 
will receive a voucher. When you      
receive a voucher, you can bring the 
voucher/s to the school and place them 
in marked box at our school office. 
All the vouchers we collect will go      
towards purchasing sporting equipment 
for the students. The more vouchers 
we receive, the more points we earn, 
the more sporting equipment we can 
redeem. 





Dear Parents, 

Many of you are aware that we no longer have a crossing guard on Burwood 
Hwy. Unfortunately, Jill had to resign to look after her family. If anyone is  
interested in becoming a casual School Crossing Supervisor for our school 
please see the ad below for details. 






