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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

Thursday 28th 
Curriculum Day 
NO STUDENTS 

 

MARCH 
 

Tuesday 5th 
Google Apps for 

Education Info Night 
Grades 3-6 

BER Building 7pm 
 

Wednesday 6th 
Division Swimming 

Ringwood Aquanation 
 

Thursday 7th 
“Democracy, Victoria & 

Me” Incursion 
Grades 3&4 

 
Friday 8th March 

Classroom Helper’s 
Course - 9am  

Reading Room 
 

March 11th 
Labour Day 

Public Holiday 
 

March 13th 
School Athletics Day 

Kings Park 
 

March 15th 
Regional Swimming 
Select Students only 

NEWSLETTER 
Todays newsletter is being sent out a day earlier than usual so our 
community will be informed of news prior to our Pupil Free Day 
tomorrow. 
In case you have missed it, children do not attend school tomorrow. 
Our staff will be in a whole day seminar with Leading Educator Glen 
Pearsall along with staff from Upwey Primary School, Upwey South 
Primary School, Ferny Creek Primary School, Belgrave South 
Primary School and Upwey High School. Please make alternative 
arrangements with regard to your children attending school or the 
before and after school program tomorrow. 
 
SCHOOL ZONES/BOUNDARIES 
Many of you, especially if you have children at the upper end of the 
school will know of the growth in numbers our school has 
experienced in the past 12 years, rising from 263 in 2007 when Di 
and I first took over this role to our current number of 428.  
It’s has been a credit to our School Council during this period that we 
have managed this increase with the upgrading of facilities, taking 
opportunities when they arose to have new classrooms built or 
installed and areas of the school refurbished. Aside from the school 
hall, every building in the school has been upgraded during this time.  
I often get asked “what is the capacity of the school?” It’s a complex 
question, as while our grounds are quite large, how much of it is 
actually usable to put more classrooms on? 
It appears we are about to get an answer to that question. The Age 
ran an article on Saturday where we heard that all schools in Victoria 
will have enrolment boundaries.  I have attached the link if you would 
like to have a read of what The Age ran: 
 
 https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/school-zones-set-to-be-
redrawn-in-move-that-may-concern-parents-20190222-p50zp5.html 
 
The Age reports that for the first time, parents will be able to enter 
their address into a new Education Department website to see local 
school enrolment boundaries. 
Under the changes, every Principal will be informed of their school’s 
enrolment capacity so they have greater clarity over which students 
they have to accept and who they can reject. 

https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/school-zones-set-to-be-redrawn-in-move-that-may-concern-parents-20190222-p50zp5.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/school-zones-set-to-be-redrawn-in-move-that-may-concern-parents-20190222-p50zp5.html


The Age also reports that earlier this year, changes were introduced where schools are no longer 
entitled to extra portable classrooms if 50 per cent or more of their students do not live locally. 
These changes did affect us as we have more than 50 percent of our children coming from     
outside our local area. This coupled with schools being informed of their capacity along with new 
boundaries makes for an interesting next few months. 
 
At this moment, I continue to take numerous tours for 2020 (last week 7, this week 4), we are  
accepting enrolment forms and will confirm a place once we have more guidelines from the     
Department as to capacity and our new zone boundaries.  
 
In the meantime, if you have a sibling of a child already at our school, can you please put your    
enrolment in for Prep 2020 so we have an idea of children already in our school coming next 
year. 
 
PARENT TEACHER MEET AND GREET 
We had a wonderful attendance by parents at our Meet and Greet interviews on Tuesday     
evening.  Teachers were very pleased to be able to spend time with parents to learn more about 
each student and further develop the partnership between home and school.  Thank you to    
everyone for your contribution. The information shared will assist us to plan for and work as     
effectively as possible with you and your child throughout the year.   
 
ARRIVAL TIME AND PUNCTUALITY 
On Monday, we printed off our absence data for 2018 and we were much happier with what we 
saw.  At Tecoma we have been trying to address this for many years now and you can see the 
results over the past 6 years (average highlighted in yellow). When I first started in this position, 
our children were on average absent more than the state average. 
 
Absence data (Days per year absent from school) 
 

 
 
We are now well below the state average (15.28 days per student last year) . While this a good 
result, we would like to see this a little lower.  Nearly 12 days of school over a year equates to 2-3 
weeks lost of learning time. When we only have 40 weeks in a school year, this is significant 
amount of time. Over 13 years, that adds up to 26-39 weeks or almost a school year.  
 
Bottoms on seats are so important so we can engage and maintain the continuums of              
individualised programs that our teachers offer. Children being away affects them academically 
but also socially. Often children have things going on at home that they are dealing with (often it 
is more the parents having to deal with it) but they are better off being here at school, being kept 
busy and taking their mind off things with the support of their friends and teachers rather than 
staying at home. In these instances, I urge parents to send their children to school, let the       
teacher, Di or myself know that their child might be upset, but keep them engaged and busy. 
Children do have the capacity to compartmentalise their lives and school can be their safe haven.   

Year level 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Prep 12.2 10.2 15.0 13.0 12.2 12.96 

Year 1 8.8 12.1 11.6 14.2 15.3 10.02 

Year 2 11.4 11.7 13.4 9.2 15.2 14.27 

Year 3 11.2 12.0 12.8 15.5 10.9 11.38 

Year 4 10.6 12.4 13.5 11.7 15.5 10.76 

Year 5 14.8 10.3 13.0 10.9 14.2 12.18 

Year 6 19.9 14.5 14.8 14.9 14.0 11.65 

Average 12.7 11.8 13.44 12.77 13.9 11.93 



A reminder: School begins at 9.00am but our music starts 3 minutes earlier. It is important that     
students arrive punctually to commence their day at school. Punctuality will assist children to   
establish positive routines and reduce any anxiety associated with arriving late. Punctuality will 
also ensure that children do not miss out on the time provided in classrooms for personal         
organisation, important announcements and the commencement of instruction time. As I said at 
assembly last week, it would not be acceptable to arrive late to work and therefore, we need to 
train our children on the very important habit of being on time. 
Perhaps aim for 10 to 9 so your child can be here for the Punctuality award. At various times 
throughout the school week, you may hear the “eye of the tiger” theme. This signifies our search 
for a “punctuality star,” a student who has done the “hard yards” and run to class and been on 
time. If their name is called out from the random draw and they can come across to the office 
within a minute of their name being announced, they were obviously here on time and will        
receive a reward of a free lunch order up to the value of $5.  
In order to reinforce punctuality and regular school attendance, we will once again be running the 
Principal’s Attendance BBQ in 2019. These awards are provided to any student who achieves 
97% attendance. They receive an invitation to the Principal’s Attendance Barbecue in the final 
week of each semester. Last year, we had a massive amount reach the target……..I can think of 
nothing better at the end of this year than sitting down with 100 young friends to celebrate over a 
BBQ on their success. 
 
DROP OFF BAY 
We would like to remind parents regarding the use of the drop off bay. In recent times, we have 
had some parents/grandparents/community members parking in the drop off bay, especially after 
school. The drop off bay is a stop and drop, or stop and pick up, not a park, wait and then pick 
up. Some are currently parking there and this has caused traffic to back up onto Burwood Hwy 
affecting the traffic flow and making congestion around drop off and pick up time even more    
difficult.  We acknowledge, as it is with most schools, that parking around the school is            
problematic but with a little patience, a little courtesy and by obeying the rules and signage set 
out, we can make the process smoother and safer for the children than what it is at present. 
 
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Please be reminded that we have an upcoming extra-long weekend for students across the state. 
Monday 11th March is the Labour Day Public Holiday and the school will be closed. 
 
PREP STUDENTS TO FULLTIME 
Our Prep students will be attending school fulltime as of the week beginning Monday March 11.  
Thank you to all of our Prep parents for your support throughout the first five ‘prep–free    
Wednesday’ weeks. This has enabled the teachers to perform some valuable testing and assess 
each child’s entry level.  
 
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS – FROM DET 
In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the    
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of             
educational services or changing the way we teach. The most important thing we can do to      
improve student outcomes is to develop and improve the skills of our teachers. 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional,         
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills for a    
modern classroom. To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, 
but our teachers too; we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teaching workforce.  
 
What are the professional practice days? 
As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day per 
term when they are out of the classroom to focus on the improved delivery of high quality     
teaching and learning. 
On these days, an alternate teacher will be provided with the learning plan for the day and be 
well equipped to assist your child with their learning needs. 



We have booked all of our PPDs already for Term 1, with most of our staff undertaking curriculum 
planning. 
What this means for your child: 
Your child’s teacher will spend four days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Your child will directly benefit from these improvements in their 
daily learning. 
 
PARENT NETWORK MEETING 
Our first Parent Network meeting for 2019  is scheduled for Tuesday March 12 at 9:00am, the 
day after the public holiday. At this meeting, we are going to further explore the possibility of a 
Fete for next year and also prepare for the Easter raffle, Mother’s day stall and Education week       
activities that will be upon us before we know it. We would love to see you here so please lock 
this date in your diary.   
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
My thanks to our Assistant Principal Di Double and Integration Aide Kath Young for their work in 
putting together an application for a defibrillator. Di will report on this in her piece but we’re 
pleased to be 1 of 17 organisations that received defibrillators on Monday night through grants 
from the Bendigo Bank.    
Thank you Di, Kath and the Bendigo Bank! 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
School photos are scheduled for Thursday, March 28.  To look our best and show pride in our 
school, as in all other days, students must wear their full school uniform for school photos.   
 
ASTHMA CHECKLIST 
Approximately 1 in 10 children and adolescents in Australia have asthma and often there are 
asthma “spikes” which can typically occur at the beginning of a school year. 
Below is a checklist to ensure that if your child is an asthma sufferer, that they are prepared for 
the school year. 
 
 My child has had an annual asthma management review with their doctor and has their 

Asthma Action Plan reviewed 
 My child has up to date ambulance membership 
 My child knows how to recognise early symptoms of asthma and knows when to seek help 

from staff 
 My child understands the importance of taking reliever medication when necessary and 

knows how to use their puffer and spacer, either independently or with assistance 
 An updated Asthma Action Plan has been provided to my child’s school 
 A reliever puffer and spacer have been provided to the school. With the change in infection 

control guidelines, spacers can no longer be shared between children. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Handed out our “Student of the Week” awards 
 Heard about “Shave for a Cure” where Mrs. Connell will have her head shaved on March 29 

and the children can vote for what colour her hair will be afterwards 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements. 
 
Next week, weather permitting, we will hold our assembly on the top basketball court. This is   
because the hall can then be set up with all the wonderful gym equipment that we have, and 
which we have supplemented with some equipment we have borrowed from Upwey High School. 
We thank Upwey High for their support of one of their feeder schools.  
 
See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

OFFICE NEWS  

 

NOTICES  Divisional Swimming notices for select students and the House  
   Athletics notices for grades 3-6 are due back by Monday 4th  
   March. 

 

LEVIES  Prep - $15 

   Grade 1/2 - $50 

   Grade 3/4 - $32 

   Grade 5/6 - $35 

   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 

 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence. 

 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 

Thanks so much! 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 

The Office Gals 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

1V Liam W  

1W Jepi S 

2L Yaroslava S  

2M Zoe G  

2R Jessica P  

3GR Amelie G  

3M Sophia B  

3W Oliver E  

4K Sam M  

4R Maddy G  

5G Archer M  

5NS Trinnley B  

6F Charlotte C  

Art 2M 

Japanese 4K 

PE Tecoma PS District Swim Team!!  



SHERBROOKE DISTRICT 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2019 

  
 
 
On Friday 22nd February 26 of our students proudly made their way to Belgrave Outdoor Pool 
to represent Tecoma Primary School at the Sherbrooke District Swimming  Carnival. It was a 
fantastic day with all students swimming their very best and representing Tecoma proudly.  
 
Congratulations to all of our students who did an amazing job and supporting and encouraging 
each other throughout the day.  
 
At the end of the event race points were collated. I am very proud to say that Tecoma placed 
1

st
 in our district for this event. This was made possible by some very enthusiastic Tecoma 

students who volunteered to swim above their age group and also jump into open events.  
Well done to our Tecoma students for showing great team spirit. 
 

Our first and second place achievers in both individual and relays will now represent Tecoma 
as part of the Sherbrooke District swimming team at the Divisional Swimming Carnival at  
Aquanation in Ringwood on Wednesday 6

th
 March.  

Good luck to all! 
 

Thank-you to all parents who walked with our students to and from the venues, time kept and 

came along to support our students. Your time given to help out is truly appreciated by all. 



 Words from Mrs Double 
 
In the near future, Tecoma Primary School will be running our Early Years Classroom Helpers 
course for people who would like to help in the Junior School. 
This course is designed to support the work of adults who would like to assist the teacher in 
the classroom.   
It consists of four interactive sessions and is linked to the classroom literacy program. 
 
The course will: 
 provide participants with an increased understanding of the development of literacy skills 

in children 
 demonstrate various learning situations to participants so they can act as role      models 

for students in classrooms 
 train participants in how to provide assistance in the classroom, working with small 

groups of children. 
 
I would personally like to invite you to attend an information session, to be held on Fri-
day 8th March, at 9:00am in the Reading Room.  
 
Please pop past the office and let me know if you are interested and if you would like to attend. 
 
EXTRA CURRICULA ACTIVITIES: 
Here at Tecoma we are extremely excited about the number of extra curricula activities which 
students are able to take part in throughout the week. 
As well as the numerous Instrumental tuition sessions which students can access (singing, 
guitar, keyboard, drums, School Band) and Chess Club, which all have  a term fee charge, 
students are able to access a variety of lunchtime activities, at no cost, which are provided by 
our extremely talented and dedicated staff.  
Below is a list of what is available this year: 

Monday 

School band Senior school – payment required 

Art Club All year levels 

Aerobics Years 4-6 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

Tuesday 

Choir Years 2-6 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 

Due to an outside organisation providing the ses-
sions 

Wednesday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Library/games All Year levels 

Origami All Year levels 

Thursday 

Aerobics Years 4-6 

Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 



Defibrillator Presentation 
 
Last year, 20 of our staff gave their time   
after school to complete their Level 2 First 
Aid training, of which one component was 
learning how to use a Defibrillator.            
Unfortunately, at this time, we did not have 
a defibrillator at Tecoma and this was a 
concern for us. In October 2018, Kath 
Young and I put together an application for 
a Defibrillator for our school, which was   
being sponsored by the Dandenong     
Ranges Community Bank Group.  On    
Monday evening, I had the pleasure of    
attending a presentation at the Upwey 
Branch, where our Defibrillator was        
presented to our school.  We are extremely 
fortunate to have the Dandenong Ranges 
Community Bank support not only us, but 
the community in such a great way!  In total, 17 local groups, ranging from Scouting              
Organisations, to Men’s Sheds, to the Fire Brigades, etc., were presented with a Cardiac    
Science G5 Automatic External Defibrillator machine, bringing the total of the sponsorship   
program by the Community Bank to $52,500.   Our commitment was $500, which covers part 
of the Defibrillator, as well as training and refresher training, for all our staff.  
 
Uniform Policy 
Over the next couple of months I will be sharing some School Policies with you.  The first, 
which is publicised in the School Newsletter each year, is the Uniform Policy: 
 
 

 
 
PURPOSE 
A uniform dress code reinforces in students a pride in belonging to the school community,    
provides a sense of identity and recognition when outside the school grounds, avoids social 
inequalities based on fashion and competitiveness and provides equal opportunity and safety 
in sporting and social situations. 
 
SCOPE 
This policy applies to all students at Tecoma Primary School. 
 
POLICY 
At Tecoma Primary School we aim: 
 To promote equality amongst all students 
 To further develop a sense of pride in, and identification with our school. 
 To provide durable clothing that is cost effective and practical for our school environment. 
 To maintain and enhance the positive image of our school in the community. 
 

TECOMA PRIMARY SCHOOL                              

SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY 



GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION: 
 

 After consultation with the school community and the students, School Council has   devel-
oped a Dress Code that we believe provides a choice for students, allows for students to safe-
ly engage in the many varied school activities, and caters for the financial           constraints of 
families. 

 School Council views the uniform as the only acceptable attire, and parents have the prime 
responsibility for ensuring that students attend school in the approved uniform. 

 The Dress Code applies during school hours, while travelling to and from school, and when 
students are on school excursions unless an exemption is necessary and permission is ap-
proved by the Principal. 

 The school uniform shall be determined by the School Council in conjunction with the 
school community. 
 
Most items are available from the Uniform Shop at school which is open on Wednesday’s 
8:45am – 9:15am (subject to change, you will be notified). Order forms are available from the 
school office at other times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On cold or rainy days, a rain jacket may be worn over the uniform. 
 
The Year 6 Black Bomber Jacket is listed as an Essential Item. 
Year 6 students have the opportunity to purchase a black polo shirt if they so wish. 
 

 

 

SUMMER 

Green/white pleated dress 

Red Polo Shirt 

Green Unisex Shorts 

Green Skorts (shorts which look like a skirt) 

Black or white socks, preferably over the ankle 

Black school shoes or black or white runners 

On cool/cold days, the school’s windcheater or bomber jacket may be worn. 

  

WINTER 

Red Windcheater or red and green Bomber Jacket 

Green Pinafore Dress 

Red Polo Shirt (long or short sleeve) 

Green Tracksuit Pants 

Green Bootleg Pants 

Black or white socks, bottle green tights or black leggings 

Black school shoes or black or white runners 

  



This is the prescribed uniform and students are required to wear it. 
 
 
 
 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn only in ears, plus watches are the only acceptable jewellery. 

 Other than clear nail polish, cosmetics may not be worn at school. 

 The only headwear that is acceptable is Sunsmart hats and red and green hair accessories. 

 The Principal reserves the right to deem student hair styles/colouring excessive and              inap-
propriate for school. 

 Closed footwear should be worn. 

 All Year 6 students will be encouraged to purchase their “Year 6 polo tops” and it will form part of 
their uniform options. 

 The student Dress Code, including details of the uniform items and places of purchase, will be pub-
lished in the newsletter at the start of each year. 

 School Council requires the Principal, Assistant Principal and staff to be responsible for the imple-
mentation of the dress code. 

 A uniform shop, operated by parents, will stock new and second hand uniforms. 

 Arrangements can be made to supply uniforms via the State Schools Relief for families         experi-
encing economic hardship. 

 Parents must provide a note stating a specific reason why a student is out of uniform for that partic-
ular day. 

 Disciplinary measures used to enforce the School Dress Code will be at the discretion of the Princi-
pal, Assistant Principal and staff. 
Parents seeking exemptions to the Dress Code due to religious beliefs, ethnic or cultural           back-
ground, student disability, health condition or economic hardship must apply in writing to School Coun-
cil. 
 
Enjoy your week 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
"Learning is finding out what we already know. Doing is demonstrating that you know it. 
Teaching is reminding others that they know just as well as you. You are all learners, doers, 
and teachers." -- Richard Bach 
 
 

ASTHMA ACTION PLAN REMINDER 

IF YOU RECEIVED A LETTER FROM US                  

REGARDING YOUR CHILD’S ASTHMA PLAN           

NEEDING TO BEUPDATED,  

PLEASE RETURN THESE TO US AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE. 

IF YOUR CHILD HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH            

ASTHMA WE REQUIRE THE ASTHMA ACTION 

PLAN TO BE RENEWED BY YOUR DOCTOR      

EACH YEAR. 



UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 










