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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

FEBRUARY 
 
 

Wednesday 20th 
No Preps at school 
(Assessments only) 

 
Friday 22nd 

District Swimming 
Belgrave Pool 

Selected Students only 
 

Wednesday 27th 
Grade 1/2 Excursion 
Healesville Sanctuary 

 
Thursday 28th 
Curriculum Day 
NO STUDENTS 

 
 
 

MARCH 
 

Wednesday 6th 
Division Swimming 

Ringwood Aquanation 
 

Thursday 7th 
“Democracy, Victoria & 

Me” Incursion 
Grades 3&4 

 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM (PUPIL FREE) DAY 
A reminder to our parents as we announced late last year and in the 
first newsletter this year, that we have a pupil free day on Thursday 
February 28.  
Our staff will be in a whole day seminar with Leading Educator Glen 
Pearsall along with staff from Upwey Primary School, Upwey South 
Primary School, Ferny Creek Primary School, Belgrave South 
Primary School and Upwey High School. 
Please make alternative arrangements with regard to your children 
attending school or the before and after school program on that day. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
In our last fortnightly newsletter and through our Flexibuzz 
notification, we called for nominations to fill the 4 vacancies on our 
School Council in the parent members category. We are pleased to 
say we have received the required nominations.  
We welcome onto School Council Narelle Paul, Natalie Leys, Nigel 
Grainger and Lisa Dell. These 4 councillors will serve for a 2 year 
term, beginning with the first meeting of the 2019 School Council on 
Tuesday February 26.  
We received 2 nominations for the 1 vacancy for the Department of 
Education category (DET) so we will go to a staff election. 
Our School Council for 2019 is comprised as follows: 
 
Parent Members   DET Members 
Narelle Paul    Rohan Thompson 
Natalie Leys    Di Double  
Nigel Grainger   Stuart Mclean 
Lisa Dell    TBC 
Fiona Green 
Angie Hume 
David Coe 
 
Community Member 
The possible co-opting of a community member for 12 months will 
be discussed at the first meeting. Also at our first meeting of 2019, 
Office Bearers positions will be determined and sub committees 
formed. Councillors will be able to join the following sub committees: 
Education, Parent Network, Promotions, Facilities, Out of School 
Hours Care or Finance to help with decisions about our school.      



The contributions offered by our School Council members has been a significant reason for the 
success of our students and the high standing we have in our local and broader community.   
I look forward to working with the 2019 School Council.  
 
‘GETTING TO KNOW YOU’ INTERVIEW EVENING  
A reminder that last week, we sent an alert out regarding our ‘Getting To Know You’                 
Interviews. This will be a great opportunity for families to briefly meet their child/ren’s teachers for 
a 10 minute interview to let us know any pertinent issues relating to your child and their learning. 
Teachers will also outline how your child has settled into the routines of the new school year,   
discuss the attitudes and work habits that have been displayed so far and talk about setting goals 
that will be reported against in their mid year school report. 
 
There are 3 ways you can make a booking using the access code “m89ma”: 
 
1. Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow the simple instructions. 

or 
2. There is also a direct link on our website…..www.tecomaps.vic.edu.au 

or 
3. Through the Flexibuzz App on your smartphone under “whole school interviews”. 
 
BOOKINGS OPENED LAST MONDAY AT 9AM & CLOSE ON TUESDAY 19

TH
 FEBRUARY AT 

10AM. 
 

For quick communication with us, our teachers are available in their classrooms each morning for 
any informal meetings between 8:50 – 9:00am before commencing instruction.  Likewise, both Di 
Double and I remind everyone of an open invitation to approach us at any time if you have any 
concerns or compliments. 
 
GRADE 6 LEADERSHIP BADGE PRESENTATIONS 
All of our grade 6 children are now proudly wearing their polo shirts and school badges. On    
Monday at assembly, the children were presented with their polo shirts and their leadership  
badges, signifying their final year of Primary School.  
It’s amazing how much older they look just from putting on their grade 6 polos.  
Congratulations kids! 
The contributions offered by our School Council members has been a significant reason for the 
success of our students and the high standing we have in our local and broader community.         
I  look forward to working with the 2019 School Council.  
 
NEW PARENTS/PREP/BUDDIES WELCOME BBQ 
It was great to see so many of our new families and buddy families at our “Welcome to School 
BBQ”. While we think the rain earlier in the day and the sudden cold snap kept a few away, it was 
great to see the children and parents mingling in a very relaxed setting.  
A massive thank you to our staff who worked behind the BBQ, serving or provided a salad, in 
welcoming our new families and to all those who attended. We trust this is the beginning of many 
happy years at Tecoma. 
 
LUNCH ORDERS 
On Monday, we started our lunch orders with “Sushi Express” in Belgrave with a number of     
students ordering from the menu available on the QKR app. We have fliers in the office about 
how to use the app if you haven’t already got it. 
Sushi Express will be available on Mondays and now Thursdays as well. 
Our regular lunch orders, where money is placed in the lunch order tubs at school, is still      
available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au


PREP ENROLMENTS 2020 
Given the high interest in our school, we are beginning our planning for 2020 early! We have   
already had a number of tours this year with parents and their children who are interested in    
enrolling in our school for the 2020 school year.  
 
If you have a child who is due to begin school next year, please contact the office to     
collect an enrolment form and/or to organise a school tour with me. This includes siblings of     
current school children.  
If you have any specific information or concerns that you need to discuss, please feel free to 
make an appointment to see me. This will really help us determine how many Prep children     
intend to enrol in 2020 and we can begin planning. 
 
SCHOOL CROSSING 
A reminder that children should be using school crossings to get to and from school. Last year, 
our staff had a good insight into what happens at the crossing as we staffed it while the council 
were short of crossing supervisors.  
 
It was certainly an eye opener for us as to what occurs at the crossing. I would urge parents to 
talk to your children about road safety.  
 
A few safety tips that should be reinforced: 
 
 Children not riding their bikes but walking them across the crossing 
 Children not bouncing basketballs or footballs while crossing 
 Children and parents not entering the crossing while the pedestrian sign is flashing red 
 Parents holding hands with their toddlers while crossing busy intersections 
 Parents not being on phones while crossing with toddlers so they can devote their total    

attention to the safe crossing with their children 
 Parents and students staying within the lines 
 Pedestrians looking for vehicles and not assuming the traffic has seen the change in lights. 
 
Drivers: 
As kids come to and from school, it’s important for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists to be aware 
and take extra care during these busy times. Even a small reduction in speed could save a 
child’s life. 
 
To help keep our kids safe, it’s important for drivers to: 
 
 slow down in school speed zones during school times 
 be extra cautious around schools 
 be aware that young children can be unpredictable and difficult to see 
 40 km/hr is the limit, not a target speed to be attained. 
 
Keeping all these safety measures in place will help to make the crossing of our children safe. 
 
SUPPORTING THE SCHOOL 
One of the reasons that many families decide to enrol at Tecoma is the wonderful atmosphere in 
the school and the sense of community that has developed over the years. This sense of      
community grows out of the relationships between the school and the parents.  
However, we are always looking for parents who are willing to take on various roles within the 
school which contribute to this sense of community. I would urge all parents to consider what 
they can do to support the school this year.  
 
 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/driver-safety/speeding/school-speed-zones


There are many ways you can assist: 
 
 Assisting at school as a parent helper for PMP or reading, especially in the Reading Room 
 Attending Working Bees 
 Being part of the School Council 
 Help at excursions and camps 
 Joining the Parent Network and assisting with fundraising and school social events. 
 
We are looking for members to join the Parent Network. This year we will have 4 different   
branches: 
Fundraising which might include events such as Bunnings or election day BBQ’s, bulbs, hot cross 
buns, giant community raffles, chocolate drive, entertainment books. 
School events which might include events such as Education Week BBQ, UDEC festival. 
Children events which might include events such as Mothers Day stall, Fathers Day stall, movie 
night, kids disco, footy day and morning munchies. 
 
Meetings are generally once a month on a Tuesday, mainly in the morning but we may run some 
in the evening if it might bring about more support.   
Please think about how you might be able to be involved. It would be wonderful if every family 
contributed in some way to the school. Please consider what you can do in 2019. 
 
READING ROOM 
We are still looking for a couple of parents to help us in the Reading Room on a Thursday or      
Friday, We are extremely grateful for the support that we get from our community as this program 
really makes a difference. We had a number of students last year who moved off the program as 
they are now at level, which not only helps with their literacy skills but also flows over into other 
subject areas such as maths and science where the ability to read information and questions is 
required.  
Throughout the year, some of our tutors may be away or taking a holiday which means their 
group may require coverage. If you would like to be an emergency contact for instances such as 
this, please let Mrs Double in the Reading Room know.   
 
UNIFORM / SUNSMART 
A big thumbs up to the parents. We are very appreciative of your work in setting children up for 
school, and indeed ensuring students are attired each day in correct uniform. It really makes a 
difference to students, promoting a ‘sense of belonging’ to both the school and their friends. I also 
thank Marnie Martin and our staff who have assisted our busy Uniform Shop sales at the          
beginning of this year.  
 
As a Sunsmart school (www.sunsmart.com.au) we strictly enforce the use of hats, and I was 
pleased to see this week that only a few children have been seated in under the walkways due to 
not having a hat at school.  
 
STUDENT SAFETY – SUPERVISION 
During the school day, all teachers take their “duty of care” very seriously and work closely      
together to ensure students are supervised whilst in classrooms and also out in the playgrounds.  
All teachers wear fluoro vests, carry a small first aid kit and a yard duty folder where any          
incidents that occur can be recorded and reported to the school leadership team. 
 
In our planning, we have the school divided into 3 distinct zones and staff are assigned to each of 
these zones each recess and lunchtime. Before and after school, we have staff on duty at the 
front gate/carpark area. 
 

 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au


To ensure that students are appropriately supervised, we ask that students arrive at school after 
8:45am each morning. If you elect to send your child/ren to school prior to 8:45am, it is important 
that you understand that they will not be supervised until yard duty teachers begin their assigned 
duty from 8:45am. Similarly, at the end of the school day, the school will ensure the appropriate 
supervision of all students until 3:45pm and after this time it is the responsibility of parents to    
collect/supervise their children. In further support of parents on this important matter, Chris,     
Adelle and Alex at our Before and After School Care Programs provide wonderful levels of care 
for students. 
 
MOBILE PHONES 
A reminder that students are to hand mobile phones in at the office or to their class teacher prior 
to classes commencing and collect them at the end of the day. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
School photos are scheduled for Thursday, March 28.  To look our best and show pride in our 
school, as in all other days, students must wear their full school uniform for school photos.   
 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Handed out our “Student of the Week” awards 
 Handed out our Leadership badges and their “polo's” to our grade 6 children to signify the         

beginning of reaching the pinnacle of their time at Tecoma PS  
 Weekend achievements was carried over to next week due to the long list of items to get 

through at this assembly. 
 
For the next 3 weeks, weather permitting, we will hold assemblies on the top basketball court. 
This is because the hall can then be set up with all the wonderful gym equipment that we have, 
and which we have supplemented with some equipment we have borrowed from Upwey High 
School. We thank Upwey High for their support of one of their feeder schools.  
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

 
 
 

REMINDER: 
REGULAR LUNCH ORDERS -  

TUE/WED/FRI 

SUSHI EXPRESS - MON/THU 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

1C Nicki S 

1V Henry J 

1W Sienna N 

2L Riley B 

2M Quilla F 

2R Taj T 

3GR Mikayla S 

3M Kaj S 

3W Toby H 

4D Rylie S 

4K Riley L 

4R Emily P 

5G Harper S 

5NS Cooper G 

6F Brayden R 

6M Billie L 

Art 3M 

Japanese 3GR 

PE House Captain’s 



SWIMMING TRIALS 
 

 
On Friday 8

th
 February we had a large number of grade 3, 4 

5 & 6 students attend our school swimming trials. It was a great morning of    
racing with just over 70 students participating in a variety of events. The results 
were used to select students for our Tecoma PS interschool team and 27        
students will now be competing at the next level of competition, the Sherbrooke 
District Swimming Carnival, on Friday 22nd February at Belgrave Pool (10am to 
2pm). Good Luck to our District Swimming Team. 
 
Congratulations to all students who participated in our trials. Everyone gave 
100% effort in their races and it was pleasing to see a large number of students 
participate in events that they have never trialled in before.  
 
Events such as our swimming trials would not be able to be run without the help 
of our wonderful parents. I would like to thank all our amazing parents who came 
along to help run this event. The morning ran so smoothly thanks to these      
fantastic people. Both the teachers and students appreciate the time you gave  
to assist on the day. 



 WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 

“Tell me about your child” Parent/teacher meetings  

Tuesday 19th February 

 

Please keep the afternoon and evening of Tuesday 19th February free, so that you can 

meet/catch up with your child’s classroom teacher.   

Did you know that the whole school focus at Tecoma for this term is ‘identity’?  School is a 

big part of your child’s life...they do spend 6 ½ hours here each day...building strong         

relationships with their teachers, their classmates and other members of the Tecoma    

community.  

 

Parent teacher meetings give you an opportunity to build a relationship with your child’s 

teacher and a chance to chat with your child’s teacher about your child.  You know your 

child better than anyone and any information and insight that you can share with their 

teacher about them is greatly appreciated.   

 

Showing your child that there is a strong link between your home and the school and that 

you are part of the relationship they have with their teacher at school is vitally important 

so please make sure you take this opportunity to show your child how important they are. 

 

Classroom Helpers 

It is great to hear that there are already a number of parents who are listening to children 

reading in the classroom each morning.  Thank you to all of you.   

Please, please, PLEASE, if you have a spare 15 minutes at 9:00am of a morning go and 

see your child’s teacher and join in.   

Very soon, you will receive information about our upcoming Classroom Helpers sessions 

for this year…so keep an eye out for that information. 

 

Restorative Practices 

Restorative Practices is something you will hear a lot about here at Tecoma PS.   

 

Below is some information about Restorative Practices and about Circle Time – which is 

an integral part of the Restorative Practices approach here. 

At Tecoma Primary School we use Restorative Practices when there has been a problem 

that needs resolving.  It creates discussion in a way that allows everyone to contribute and 

be valued. 

 

As part of our Restorative Practices approach all children take part in ‘Circle Time’. 

When holding the talking piece (or when it is your turn) you must: 

 speak honestly and from the heart. 

 speak with respect for others. 

 try not to speak at length. 

 speak to the issues of the circle. 

 (The circle format and use of a talking piece is an ancient form of communication for     

spiritual, political and communal life and is found throughout world traditions). 

 

Restorative Practice sees misconduct not necessarily as rule breaking, but as violation 

against people and relationships. 

Restorative Practices focuses on modifying behaviours that undermine positive                

relationships. 



Restorative Language 

 

 What were you thinking? 

 How did you feel? 

 Who do you think was affected? 

 How do you think they were affected? 

 How can you repair the harm? 

 

What does Restorative Practices/Conferencing hope to achieve? 

 

 All who participate have a sense of fairness and justice. 

 The student gains a greater insight into the impact of behaviours on others. 

 A healing of the hurt and a repairing of damaged relationships. 

 A student remains a member of the school community which continues to offer     

support and a sense of belonging. 

 A sense of community is heightened when students, teachers and parents are equally 

valued as participants. 

 

Have a lovely week. 

Regards 

 

Di Double 

 

“If the philosophy of Restorative Practices such as conferencing, were to underpin all our     

disciplinary dealings with young people in classrooms and playgrounds, our schools would 

go some way to building social capital and a sense of belonging in an emotionally healthy       

community.”   (Cameron 2001) 



2019 TERM DATES, PUBLIC HOLIDAY DATES and CURRICULUM DAY 

(more TBA) 

Wednesday 30th  January 9:00am Term One commences – Grade 1-6 students 

begin 

Thursday 31 January 9.30am-1.00pm Prep Students begin 

Thursday 28 February All Day Curriculum Day/ Pupil Free Day 

Monday 11 March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday 5 April 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 1 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Friday 19 April   Good Friday 

Monday 22 April   Easter Monday 

Tuesday 23 April 9:00am Term Two commences 

Thursday 25 April   ANZAC Day 

Monday 10 June   Queen's Birthday Holiday 

Friday 28 June 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 2 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Monday 15 July 9:00am Term Three commences 

Friday 20 Septem-

ber 

2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 3 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Monday 7 October 9:00am Term Four commences 

Tuesday 5 November   Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Friday 20 December 1:45 – 2:30pm Assembly (last day of 2019 -  early dismissal) 

OFFICE NEWS  

FIRE DRILL TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 

We will be having a fire drill on this  
day and will be sending out a “TEST” sms to 
parents by 9.30am that morning.   
  

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE THIS TEXT MESSAGE YOU NEED TO         
UPDATE YOUR MOBILE PHONE NUMBER WITH THE OFFICE. 

 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please  
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day  
   of their absence. 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 

The Office Gals 



UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

READING ROOM HELPERS NEEDED 

Helpers are still needed for Thursdays & Fridays. 

Please see Di Double for further details if  you are interested. 

 Thanks in advance. 

From the Library…..     

Keep your eyes open for all the new books that will be ready to      

borrow very soon!  Our book fair and book club are such a great way 

to enjoy some new books! So many families take advantage of these opportunities to         

purchase books and activities, we are able to add a large range of new books for students 

to borrow each year.  I want to thank all our families for contributing to building a love of 

reading for all at Tecoma!   

Our first book club for the year was sent home last week 

and orders need to be completed online by the 25th of 

February. Orders are not taken at the office as the 

online ordering has many options to pay. Orders are then given out at school when they 

arrive unless you note on your order that it is a gift. We will then contact you when it    

arrives and it can be picked up from the office. For those families new to our school, book 

club gives you the opportunity to purchase books, activity kits and games to enjoy, while 

helping to enhance our library. Every order earns us commission, which means more 

books for the library. More reading, more learning, more fun!    

Happy Reading!     -   Jennie T 





 

 

Selby Netball Club is looking for players 

for an 11 & Under (born 2008/09) and a 

13 & Under team (born 2006/2007) for 

the upcoming Winter season starting February 23
rd

.  

 

Games are played at Knox Regional Netball Centre at 

9am on a Saturday. 

 

Please contact Leanne on 0409 778 824 or                  

selbynetball@hotmail.com for any enquiries. Our website 

www.selby.vic.netball.com.au has lots of information too! 








