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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Friday 21st 
Last Day of School 

Final Assembly 
2:30PM Dismissal 

JANUARY 2019 
 

Tuesday 29th 
WORKING BEE  
4:30pm to 8pm 

 
Wednesday 30th 

Term 1 Begins 
Grades 1 to 6 

 
Thursday 31st 

Preps 1st Day of School 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Friday 8th 
Grades 3-6 Swim Trials 
(postponed from 2018) 

Belgrave Pool 
 

Tuesday 12th 
Welcome BBQ 

 
Thursday 28th 
Curriculum Day 
NO STUDENTS 

FINAL NEWSLETTER FOR 2018! 

Thankyou to everyone in the Tecoma school community for 
making this a successful year for our children and our school. It has 
been another exciting year with many new and different things 
happening to continue to engage and challenge our children and to 
seek out new ways to make our school the best it can be. Some 
highlights for our children and staff in 2018 at Tecoma have been: 
 
 Record enrolment in Prep and continued increasing numbers 

across the school 
 Continued growth in Before and After School Care program  
 Opening stage 2 of our grade 3-6 playground 
 Pupil free days on SMART Spelling and Digital Technologies 
 The consolidation of “ Google Apps for Education” in grades    

4-6 
 Our Family Breakfast and Education Week celebrations. 
 Entry in chess competitions 
 Tecoma Primary School Information Night held in the grade 1/2 

area for new parents 
 Running our fete for the first time in 11 years 
 Strengthening our Prep transition program with hugely positive 

parent feedback 
 Successful fundraising activities and Parent Network run 

activities (Disco, Movie Night, Trivia Night, Morning Munchies) 
that gave the children and adults some great fun 

 The running of a Cyber Information evening for parents with 
over 75 in attendance 

 Introduction of more laptops to our school 
 Continuing our weekly kinder library program  
 Our Christmas Carols Concert on the oval 
 Numerous performances by the school choir 
 Our school participating in the State Schools Spectacular  
 Participation in the 1000 steps service and the HMAS 

Castlemaine service which included a tour of the Shrine of 
Remembrance and the HMAS Castlemaine 

 New swimming program at Learn to Swim at St Josephs 
College, Ferntree Gully 

 Camps at Coonawarra and Fern Gully Lodge for children in 
grades 3-6. 

 Coaching clinics 



 Grade 6 Graduation and Prep Graduation 
 An end of year transition week to prepare for new grades 
 Entry into the State Aerobics Championships including winning some silverwear 
 Successful involvement in the University of NSW testing and the Premiers Reading      

Challenge  
 And much, much more…. 
 
Firstly, thank you to our dedicated team of staff (Leadership Team, Teachers, Office Staff,       
Integration aides and OSHC team) who work together to give your children the very best learning 
environment that they can provide in their time at Tecoma. I know these people are looking      
forward to a well-deserved break once they get over their own Christmas and New Year           
celebrations. I know that with school running up to December 21 this year, many staff are having 
to cram their own Christmas preparations into 4 days, such has been the ferocity of the workload 
in this final part of the school year. Well done to all staff for a sensational year of learning,      
challenges, reflection and development at Tecoma. 
A huge thank you to all School Council members for their support and tireless contribution to the 
school for the betterment of all children, not just their own. A very special thank you to School 
Council President Fiona Green, Treasurer Simone Sultana and Secretary Kelly Machin who held 
Executive Roles.  
Thank you to the parents who continue to work hard in so many ways to make a huge 
contribution to our school’s ongoing success. Thank you to our Parent Network for another 
successful year. The Parent Network have been wonderful in raising $18,000. I would like to 
acknowledge all members of the Parent Network for your hard work who especially rolled their 
sleeves up for the fete that raised $10,900 for the school. 
A special thank you to Marnie Martin who has continued to take on the coordination of the       
Uniform Shop this year. Marnie has done this over a number of years now and will continue on 
despite not having children at our school next year. 
Thank you to our wonderful children. Having read your reports, we can see the progress you 
have made especially around your learning goals. Terrific progress has been made. Thank you 
kids for all your hard work. 
Thankyou to all our Tecoma parents who ensure that everything that we ask and expect of them 
is done as well as possible.  It takes a village to raise a child and the partnership we experience 
here is brilliant. 
As the old saying goes “use it or lose it’” and this is very applicable for students and their       
learning. It is very easy to see the holiday break as a time for relaxation and fun, and so it should 
be - they deserve a break.  However students often return to school having lost some of the 
learning that they had previously mastered.  So if you want your child to start the 2019 school 
year ready for learning, please set some time aside over the holidays to: 
 
Read! Make sure that students are continuing to read, everyday if possible.  Books are readily 
available from the local libraries, make great Christmas presents, and they can be read and     
reread many times.  Newspapers and magazines are popular, even comics to entice the more 
reluctant. Older children can read to younger siblings.  Set up some routines to make sure there 
is time for reading: each night before bed, in the morning, or while dinner is being prepared.    
Parents read with or to your child, children can read to you or retell the book or chapter they read.  
Discussing the content of the book is also crucial. 
 
Count! We don’t expect you to teach the mathematics curriculum, but making sure that your 
child has automatic recall (less than 2 seconds) of maths facts is crucial. Driving in the car is a 
good time to practise, encourage students to improve becoming faster and more accurate (with 
all students having different competence – ranging from counting forwards and backwards by 1s, 
and knowing numbers before and after in Prep to confidence with addition and subtraction facts, 
multiplication and division facts in the senior school). More suggestions for ways to support your 
child at home can be found in your child’s report. 
 
One of the best presents you can give your child this Christmas is a love of learning which makes 
their future brighter. 



LAST DAY 
Our final assembly will be held tomorrow, Friday 21st December from 1.45pm – 2.30pm where 
we say farewell to our Grade 6 students and other staff and students who will not be returning to 
Tecoma PS in 2019. We may stage the assembly on the top basketball court, under the shade of 
the oval if it’s hot and if it is wet, we will be in the hall.   
 
A reminder there is no Out of School Hours Care on the last afternoon. 
 
GRADE 6 GRADUATION 
Grade 6 children and their families enjoyed their very special graduation ceremony at Burrinja  
followed by dinner at Upwey/Belgrave RSL on Wednesday evening with many favourable      
comments on this night being passed on by participating parents.  
It is a very intimate night for the Year 6 graduating students and their parents and the focus of 
the evening allows the children to demonstrate their enormous skills in public speaking as well as 
the thoughtful reflection on their primary school journey and the opportunities that lie ahead. 
Awards were given out on the evening to students selected as best exemplifying our school’s 
“School Values.” 
The Simon Zachariah Award is a perpetual award given out each year to the best ‘all round’    
student. This includes personal qualities as well as academic, artistic and sporting abilities.  
This year the award went to Joel Szczesny.  Congratulations Joel on achieving this great honour.  
Joel now has his name engraved onto the Simon Zachariah plaque which stays in our school for 
years to come and Joel also receives his own award to keep as a memento of this occasion. 
 
The School Values Awards went to: 
Community – Amber Hoffman 
Personal Best – Ronan Culloty 
Integrity – Amy Wharton 
Learning – Jed Handyside-Scrivanos 
Respect – Lauren Sultana 
Creativity – Zara Weller  
 
The La Trobe award, organized by the Federal Member for La Trobe Mr. Jason Wood was     
presented to Lily Martin 
 
The Bendigo Bank Scholarship award was given to Ashlee Taggart. 
  
I would like to thank our fantastic staff who put the night together with special mention to our 
grade 6 staff, Mrs Lisa Hoskins-Faul and Miss Lauren McNay who held the reins very tightly in 
organising the graduation. It went beautifully Lisa and Lauren….thank you! 
I wish all the year 6 children a very positive transition into their secondary education. You will all 
be sorely missed and of course we look forward to you all visiting in future years to hear of your 
new ventures. 
 
FAMILIES LEAVING TECOMA 
A special mention to those families leaving Tecoma this year, often after a long association with 
the school. Thank you to the following families for their friendship and valued contributions over 
the years: 
From 6F: Awramenko (Finn) Cope (Thomas), De Weijer (Elle), Fry (Merinda), Gloster (Noah), 
Hauler (Shelby), Jacob (Bonnie), Jensen (Calista), Martin (Lily), Mohan (Roxy), Myers (Kyle), 
Pertzel (Oscar), Robb (Nick), Smith (Sasha), Verwey (Indyana) and Yeatman (Charles). 
From 6M: Adams (Jake), Briggs (Mia), Clarke (Joel), Cope (Aiden), Erlich (Jordan), Gloster 
(Ashley), Little (Ryan), McGuigan (Tilly), Mort (Chloe), Pratt (Emma), Sultana (Lauren),  
Szczesny (Joel), Taggart (Ashlee), Walters (Violet) and Weller (Zara). 
 
And students from other years that are leaving our school: 
Cresswell (Ella and Jack), Dye (Phoenix and Xavier) and Martin (Xavier) 
 
We hope that you take many happy memories with you of your times at Tecoma. 



LIBRARY BOOK and TAKE HOME BOOKS PLEASE RETURN! 
Please keep those library books and take home books rolling in! There are still many outstanding 
books to be returned. We know there are also many take home books out there in the community 
as many of the coloured tubs are empty. These are between $10-$15 to replace and we need 
them back so children can begin the year taking home books at their reading level. They will be in 
the car, in the schoolbag, under the bed, you will probably also find those missing socks that 
matches up the lonely socks in the washing basket!   
 
ATTENDANCE 
As you would be aware, we have a reward BBQ to celebrate those children who reach an         
incredible achievement….97% attendance in the second semester of this year.  We had 101  
children (56 last year) attending my reward BBQ on Monday where they ate the culinary delights 
that I served up plus received a certificate to mount on the wall. Well done kids…….and mums 
and dads who get you here each day! 
 
START OF 2019  
Teachers resume on Tuesday 29

th
 January and the children commence on Wednesday 30th  

January (Preps on the Thursday 31
st
 January). Our school office will be open from Wednesday 

23rd January if you need to contact the school. Prep parents; please note your special timetable 
for starting times included in your prep information packs. There will be a whole school assembly 
at 9:00am on the students’ first morning back. 
 
THANKS FOR EARLY PAYMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
Earlier this term, school Subject Contribution letters were sent home to all parents. On checking 
with the office, many payments have already been made which assists the school with budgetary 
processes in the new school year. Thank you to those families who have managed these        
progressive payments.  
Student supplies will only be handed out at the start of next year on payment of the allocated 
contributions. Parents who are experiencing financial hardship are urged to come and make an 
appointment at the school office to discretely speak about a payment plan (should an existing 
plan not be in place already).  These supplies will be handed out to students on the first day upon 
payment of these essential items. 
 
PICNIC WORKING BEE 
You will have received a notice regarding the picnic Working Bee in the New Year. Please put 
this in your diary. It gives our community a chance to get together after the break and have our 
school looking brilliant for the children’s return. 
What : Working Bee 
When: Tuesday January 29, 2019 
Time: 4.30pm to 8pm. 
Hope to see you all here. 
 
SCHOOL CAMPS 2019 
We have dates for our 3 camps that we will run in 2019: 
Grade 3/4 Camp is 2-4 September at Phillip Island CYC 
Grade 6 Camp is 13-16 August at Derby Hill Blue Light Camp, Maldon 
Grade 5 Camp is 27-30 August at Derby Hill Blue Light Camp, Maldon 
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
My best wishes to all our families for the Christmas period. I hope you all have a chance to spend 
some quality family time together and re-charge the batteries.  
Just in case you are tired at this moment and you are looking for inspiration as to how to get 
through the next 5 weeks, I have included an article from Michael Grose on tips for Happy      
Holidays so I hope you have lots of fun and stay safe! 
 
 

 



Sessions for OSHC 2019 
Dear Parents, 
 
It’s that time of the year when we are wanting to confirm the allocation of places in 
Before and After School Care for 2019. 
 
If you require the same days in 2019 could you please TEXT (SAME) to the      
Service Phone 0477725824. Please do not email. If you require something         
different or new, can you please list what care you want provided, clearly stating 
what is before or what is after school care.   
 
The service will be open on the morning of Friday December 21 but will be closed 
for the afternoon session on that day, please make alternate arrangements once 
the final assembly for the year has completed at 2.30pm. 
 
OSHC starts again on the 30

th
 January 2019.  

We thank you for your patronage in 2018. We wish you a wonderful holiday break 
and look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
Chris, Adelle and Alex 

2019 TERMS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAY DATES 

Wednesday 30th  January 9:00am Term One commences – Grade 1-6 students 

begin 

Thursday 31 January 9.30am-1.00pm Prep Students begin 

Monday 11 March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday 5 April 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 1 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Friday 19 April   Good Friday 

Monday 22 April   Easter Monday 

Tuesday 23 April 9:00am Term Two commences 

Thursday 25 April   ANZAC Day 

Monday 10 June   Queen's Birthday Holiday 

Friday 28 June 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 2 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Monday 15 July 9:00am Term Three commences 

Friday 20 September 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 3 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Monday 7 October 9:00am Term Four commences 

Tuesday 5 November   Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Friday 20 December 1:45 – 2:30pm Assembly (last day of 2019 -  early dismissal) 

We have unfortunately been on the end of a break in this week (nothing taken) and repetitive 
graffiti. If you and your family use our school grounds during the holidays and see any suspicious 
activity, please call DET Emergency Management (9589 6266 or Belgrave Police (9754 6677). 
 
I look forward to seeing you around our school in the New Year. 
 
Until then, have a great holiday break and stay safe! 
 
Rohan Thompson 



SCHOOL FEES 

Thank you to all the families who have already paid their 2019 School 
Fees. We love that many of our families are using QKr! and bank    
transfer. We just ask that you drop off your actual form to the office to 
help us allocate where the funds are going. If you are unable to pop into 
the office, feel free to scan and email your form to 
tecoma.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Making the most of these holidays  

You don’t need an instruction manual to make the most of the school holidays. After all, holidays 
are about kicking your feet up, relaxing and getting away from the usual routines. Right? But the 
festive season can be stressful for many. For parents the prospect of keeping children occupied 
for up to six weeks can be daunting.  

Christmas can also be a difficult and lonely time for some. Sole parents and step-parents usually 
experience particular challenges at this time of the year as family catch-ups cause conflict, and 
disputes can arise over who children spend their time with. Often family differences are contained 
during the year but spill over when normal routines cease over the holiday period.  

Here are some ways to help reduce tension over the festive season and make the holiday      
season enjoyable and fruitful for all:  

1. Be creative with how festivities are organised. If you are flexible with your arrangements as 
well as your thinking then the potentially tricky times will flow more easily. For instance, two or 
more Christmas dinners may be needed so everyone is included.  

2. Mix up the routines. The best part about holidays is the change from the routines of school-life. 
Some kids feel comfortable with the routines of school-life and can feel a little lost until the new 
holiday routine kicks in. Be patient with these routine junkies! Also make sure you begin adjusting 
the routine as returning to school comes closer so kids are prepared for going to bed and getting 
up at earlier times.  

3. Mix ‘me’ time with ‘them’ time. Plan a mixture of outdoor activities or trips with quiet at home 
activities where you can relax and recharge your own batteries. The holidays give you a chance 
to spend time as a family but you also need to take some time for yourself each day. It helps to 
let your kids know that you are having some time out too.  

4. Resist being your child’s home entertainment machine. Give children opportunities to keep 
themselves occupied or think of inexpensive, fun ways to keep themselves amused. “I’m bored” 
is an invitation for kids to keep themselves occupied rather than for you to keep them amused.  

5. Team up with other families. Whether it is sharing celebrations with other families or just      
holidaying with friends, holidays offer the chance to broaden your child’s social circle.  

Make sure you provide the three types of activities that children want with their parents – i.e.    
rituals and celebrations, including family mealtimes; one-on-one activities where you 
spend some time alone with each child; and unstructured, impromptu activities such as playing 
simple games, storytelling and walks around the neighbourhood. These are important              
relationship-building activities that bind families together and enable you to build up emotional 
collateral with kids as they move into adolescence.  

This article comes courtesy of parenting educator, Michael Grose. Whilst parenting is not an    
exacting science it’s sometimes helpful to reflect on the way we do things because small things 
can make a difference.  

For more information please go to: www.parentingideas.com.au 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au


UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop will be open before school starts 
on: 

  Tuesday Morning, January 29th from 9am to 11am 

  

2019 JAPAN TRIP 

 It will be during Term 2 holiday (leaving the final week of Term2) 

 Available for only grade 5 & 6 students 

 The duration of the trip will be around 2 weeks and visiting several cities 
including our sister school in Ibaraki prefecture 

 More details will be announced in the beginning of Term 1 

 There will be NO Japan trip in 2020! 







From the Library……   

    
Thank you to all the families that have 
supported our school library throughout 
this year. It’s an honour and a privilege to 
be part of such a wonderful book and    
literature loving school community. Your 
commitment to your children’s reading for 
pleasure can be well measured simply by 
the amount of books you purchase through 
Redgum Bookclub each term and at our 
Book Fair. The commission we earn from 
your purchases has enabled us to obtain in 
excess of 100 new titles to add to our 
growing and changing collection. 

Keep looking for those missing books! And I encourage you all to make use 
of your public library during the holidays for loads of free entertainment. 

Wishing you all a very bookish Christmas, I look forward to hearing about 
what you read over the holidays! 

Jennie T - Librarian 






