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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Friday 14th 
Grade 6 City Excursion 

 
Monday 17th 

Attendance BBQ 
Thank You Morning Tea 

 
Tuesday 18th 

Prep Graduation 
Ceremony and Picnic 

Lunch 
Grade 1/2’s Cameo  
Movie - The Grinch 

 
Wednesday 19th 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 
@ BURRINJA and 
DINNER @ RSL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 20th 
Grade 3/4 Bowling 

Excursion 
 

Friday 21st 
Last Day of School 

Final Assembly 
2:30PM Dismissal 

 
 
 
 

LAST DAY 
Our final assembly will be held on Friday 21

st
 December from 

1.45pm – 2.30pm where we say farewell to our Grade 6 students 
and other students who will not be returning to Tecoma PS in 2019.  
A reminder there is no Out of School Hours Care on the last 
afternoon. 
 
REPORTS 
Student reports are sent home this Monday, December 17. Both our 
Assistant Principal Di Double and I have read the reports and there 
has certainly been some terrific progress in 2018. Especially 
pleasing was the progress the children have made in moving forward 
with the learning goals they set in conjunction with their teacher.  
 
2019 GRADES 
On Tuesday, the children went to their 2019 classrooms to meet 
their new teachers. Although we normally do this here at Tecoma, 
this has been done a little earlier than usual as it takes away any 
uncertainty for the children (and the parents!) as to where they will 
be next year. I would like to acknowledge the work of all the class 
teachers in forming these classes. Many hours are put into making 
sure that each child got at least one friend. Much goes into the 
planning of these classes including: 
 

 Student academic needs 

 Friendship preferences 

 Relevant parent requests 

 Class numbers, gender and distribution of ability 

 Classroom mix 
 
Classroom visits where teachers were talking about activities in store 
for 2019 and getting to know the children better showed that we had 
the mix right. 
Aside from Ms Rowland who couldn’t join Mrs Graham in meeting 
her class, all children met their teachers on Tuesday. 
 



Our 2019 teaching teams are: 
 

Staffing 2019 

 Grade Number of students Additional information 

Prep W Hayley Ward 18 71 Prep students 

Prep Y Felicity Young 18   

Prep P Kathy Perushyn 17   

Prep C Lauren Casssidy 18   

    68 Grade 1 students 

62 Grade 2 students 

Gr 1V Paulina van Elmpt 23   

Gr 1C Cassandra Venten 22   

Gr 1W Liam Wright 23   

Gr 2R Chelsey Robins 21   

Gr 2M Stuart Mclean 20   

Gr 2C Deborah Langford 21   

     61 Grade 3 students 

59 Grade 4 students 

Gr 3GR Sylvia Graham/    

Mel Rowland 

20   

Gr 3W Trevor Wilson 20   

Gr 3M Monica Griffiths 21   

Gr 4R Laura Rawnsley 20   

Gr 4K Lauren Kennedy 20   

Gr 4D Phillip Darbyshire 19   

    56 Grade 5 students 

53 Grade 6 students 

5NS Helen Neal/                  

Shelley Smith 

28   

5G Soléda Graham 28   

6M Lauren McNay 27   

6F Lisa Faul 26   

   430 students   

Di Double Reading Support (Grades 1-6)   

Jane McManamon Art   

Nicole Cumming Physical Education   

Sally Connell Music   

Sally Connell 

  

Science Teaching Support   

Kath Young, Megan Wilson, 

Amy Monagle 

Integration/Quicksmart   

Jennie Tuvey Integration/Library   

Chris Dykes, Adelle Young, 

Alexandra Holmes 

Out of School Hours Care   



YEAR 6 ORIENTATION and GRADUATION 
On Tuesday our Year 6 children attended their first official Orientation Day events at their         
respective Government secondary colleges. This was a day that most of the year 6’s have been 
anxiously ‘hanging out’ for - a chance to meet a great range of new people, get to know their 
Year 7 teachers and make some new friends.  
It is also this time of the year that we say goodbye to our graduating Year 6’s. I want to            
personally congratulate these children as exceptional role models, setting high standards for their 
peers. I have appreciated their efforts as remarkable student leaders, who have risen to every 
challenge they have been given. I wish the Grade 6’s an enjoyable Graduation next week at    
Burrinja followed by dinner at the Upwey/Belgrave RSL.  I’m sure you will have a wonderful night. 
 
WELDER NEEDED! 
One of our tub trolleys has a shelf that needs to be re-welded! Instead of buying a new one a 
quick fix will bring it back into circulation. If there is a parent who can do a small welding job, I’d 
love to have a chat. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGING PARENTAL SUPPORT 
On Monday, December 17, the staff have organised a morning tea to say thank you to all of our 
parent helpers for 2018. We wish to acknowledge their ongoing efforts to support the school in so 
many ways. As a school we appreciate and understand the importance of having a supportive 
parent group, which is a hallmark of the most successful schools. Some of the ways that our  
parents have helped in 2018 include; the fantastic support we get in running our Reading Room, 
supporting classroom learning, attending excursions and camps, fundraising, school disco, movie 
night, Mother’s and Father’s Day stall, the Fete which was our first for many years, attending 
working bees and just generally being on hand to lend a hand. It’s really appreciated and       
supports our school to deliver high standards of learning and lots of fun for all! If it’s your final 
year at Tecoma Primary, we hope you leave knowing you have been able to make a difference 
for all children at the school through your generous support!  
 
IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN 
The school year is almost over. The Christmas holidays are just around the corner. 
“Where did the last twelve months go?” That’s the adult viewpoint. 
Kids think, “What took so long?” Different ages, different perspectives. 
Kids generally want to plunge into holidays, leaving schoolwork, timetables and teachers behind. 
That’s only natural. 
But before they get too far into holiday mode, consider how you’ll round out the year, and bring it 
to a close. 
 
If your child is finishing primary school then our graduation ceremony signals the end of one 
phase of their school lives. 
The greater importance given to school graduation ceremonies over the last few decades is 
recognition of the human need to bring closure to one stage of life, and prepare for the next. 
Kids of all ages benefit from parental recognition of their achievements and successes as it sets 
the stage for the coming school year. 
 
Here are a few ideas from Michael Grose (parent educator) to help you close off the old year to 
prepare for the year ahead: 
 
1.Discuss the highlights and the lowlights of the year: Ask kids to name their highlights, 
favourite times or most memorable moments of the year just gone. Use age appropriate          
language and questions that will open them up, rather than shut them down. At the year’s end 
you could ask your children to rate the year from 1 to 5, and to identify their best memory, their 
favourite subject and something new that they encountered.  
 
2. Celebrate improvement and success: Identify one or two areas where they excelled,    
improved or overcame some challenges. Broaden the focus away from just academic             
performance and recognise achievement in social, sport or arts areas. It’s important for kids who 
struggle academically to understand that you value success in a variety of areas. 



SCHOOL FEES 

Thank you to all the families who have already paid their 2019 School 
Fees. We love that many of our families are using QKr! and bank    
transfer. We just ask that you drop off your actual form to the office to 
help us allocate where the funds are going. If you are unable to pop into 
the office, feel free to scan and email your form to 
tecoma.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

3. Show appreciation: Consider how they can show appreciation to teachers, coaches or 
other people who may have assisted them during the year. Not only is it good manners to show 
gratitude, but some kids need reminding that other people contribute to their achievements. 
 
4. Look forward: It may be beneficial to give your kids a chance to vent about some aspect 
of the year that they didn’t like, found difficult or challenging. Try to limit this type of discussion so 
that it doesn’t end in a whinge session and point them toward a better future next year. 
 
5. Now relax: It’s time for them to set the previous school year aside, put their feet up and chill 
out over the school break. Remember, if the previous year wasn’t one of your child’s best, the 
five to six week break gives him or her a chance to make a fresh start next year. 
 
Please, it is very important that during the holiday break that the children’s education continues.  
Give the children the opportunity to read recipes, to write postcards, to add up shopping lists, to 
work out how long or how many km to the holiday destination.  All fun ways to keep their          
education rolling. So much hard work goes into what your child has achieved both at home and  
at school so its important these skills continue to be fostered over the 5 week break.   
 
LIBRARY BOOK and TAKE HOME BOOKS PLEASE RETURN! 
Please keep those library books and take home books rolling in! There are still many outstanding 
books to be returned. We know there are also many take home books out there in the community 
as many of the coloured tubs are empty. These are between $10-15 to replace and we need 
them back so children can begin the next year taking home books at their reading level. They will 
be in the car, in the schoolbag, under the bed, you will probably also find those missing socks 
that matches up the lonely socks in the washing basket!   
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 handed our Student of the Week award winners 
 heard the School Captains Speeches from Tia and Indigo 
 reminded everyone of the new classes that go out Tuesday 
 reminded everyone of the grade 6 excursion to the city 
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements. 
 
See you around the school. Only 1 week to go! 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



LOST PROPERTY - UNIFORM ITEMS 
Named uniform items are constantly being found on the playground and 

around the school. We are calling up the same students week after week to 
collect their lost items. As we are super busy this time of  year, we would be 
grateful if  you could stress to your children the importance of  keeping up 

with their belongings. Also, please write both first and last names in jumper 
to make it easier for us to find their owner. Many thanks! 

Sessions for OSHC 2019 
Dear Parents, 
 
It’s that time of the year when we are wanting to confirm the allocation of places in 
Before and After School Care for 2019. 
 
If you require the same days in 2019 could you please TEXT (SAME) to the      
Service Phone 0477725824. Please do not email. If you require something         
different or new, can you please list what care you want provided, clearly stating 
what is before or what is after school care.   
 
The service will be open on the morning of Friday December 21 but will be closed 
for the afternoon session on that day, please make alternate arrangements once 
the final assembly for the year has completed at 2.30pm. 
 
OSHC starts again on the 30

th
 January 2019.  

We thank you for your patronage in 2018. We wish you a wonderful holiday break 
and look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
Chris, Adelle and Alex 

2019 JAPAN TRIP 

 It will be during Term 2 holiday (leaving the final week of Term2) 

 Available for only grade 5 & 6 students 

 The duration of the trip will be around 2 weeks and visiting several cities 
including our sister school in Ibaraki prefecture 

 More details will be announced in the beginning of Term 1 

 There will be NO Japan trip in 2020! 









MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 





UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days: 

Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 




