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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
 

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 12th 
Orientation Day  
Buddies Picnic 

 
Wednesday 13th 

Belgrave Cameo Movie 
‘Wonder’ 
Grade 5/6 

 
Thursday 14th 

Grades 3 - 6 Swim Trials 
Belgrave Pool 

(Participating Students 
Only) 

 
Friday 15th 

Grade 6 Knox Bike Ride 
 

Monday 18th 
Attendance BBQ  

&  
Thank you Morning Tea 

 
Tuesday 19th 

Prep Graduation 
Ceremony & Lunch 

 
Wednesday 20th 

Grade 6 Graduation 
@ Burrinja 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLASSES for 2018 
Fair to say that a week can be a long time and much can happen in 
that time, especially in a school. Last week, I wrote in the newsletter 
that we would be straight classes in the school next year, except for 
one grade 3/4 class.  
Since that time, 2 future enrolments in grade 4 that we had counted 
on had a change of plans and won’t be attending in 2018. Looking at 
this, this would mean we have similar sizes to what we currently 
have in grade 3 now. 
We discussed this with the teachers in the grade 3 and 4 area for 
next year and we decided to go back to straight classes as they are 
now.  
Therefore we will run with 3 x grade 3 classes and 2 x grade 4 
classes.  
All children will find out their classes next Tuesday. 
 
SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2017 
At assembly on Monday, we announced our 2018 School Captains 
to the wider school community. The children went through an 
extensive process to select the captains. I must say I was really 
impressed with the list of candidates who all would have made 
excellent captains in their own right. We heard the speeches the 
children prepared when announcing they wished to be a candidate. 
No wonder the children voted for them as they were just so 
impressive.  
I was even more impressed with the way the children handled the 
announcement in amongst their peers, running over in the classroom 
to congratulate them. The winners were humble in their success and 
the candidates that missed out were extremely gracious. 
Life can be a roller coaster, we don’t always get what we want but it’s 
how we respond to the disappointment, bounce back and work 
towards the next challenge that shows our character and resilience. 
Well done grade 5’s! 
I am pleased to announce that our School Captains for 2018 are as 
follows: 
 
School Captains:    Ryan L and Zoe P 
School Vice Captains:   Heath J-B and Shelby H 
  



CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Sometimes the weather gods smile and we were lucky that we had our Christmas Concert on 
Tuesday night and not the weather we experienced over the weekend. We were able to have a 
lovely evening down on the oval in what was a spacious set up. 
Our thanks to all who attended, our staff for the massive set up and clean up (special thanks to 
Mrs Connell). 
Congratulations to Ashlee in 1V who raised the most money in the school Lapathon with $931. 
Ashlee and her family will be heading to Rye for a week on the beach in a holiday house donated 
by one of our lovely families here at the school. 
Congratulations to Callista ($915) in senior school and Cailin ($480) in Junior school for raising 
the most in their respective areas. 
Congratulations to 1V ($1885) and 4D ($1700) for being the classes that raised the most money 
in the senior and junior school respectively. Every child in that class is off to the Pancake Parlour. 
We also had all children that raised over $50 in a draw to receive a prize from the table that Miss 
Robins had organised. 
Finally congratulations to Emma (a friend of one of our parents) who won the Thermomix Raffle. 
I’m sure it will be put to very good use. 
Thanks again everyone for all your support. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL – THANK YOU 
Our final meeting for 2017 will be held next Tuesday night.  I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to our School Council members for their commitment to our school. 
The time and effort dedicated to this role often goes unrecognised and whilst rewarding, can also 
be challenging.  At Tecoma, we are fortunate to have an outstanding group of people led         
superbly by our School Council President Mrs Fiona Green. 
 
Each of our councillors has performed a very important role to support our School purpose and in 
doing so has made an extremely valuable contribution to the educational outcomes of each of our 
students.  
 
The broad scope of work by School Council this year has included:  
 

 communicating the broad direction and vision of the school within our community 

 approving the annual budget and monitoring expenditure 

 acquiring feedback from the school community to inform decision making  

 developing, reviewing and updating school policies 

 overseeing the maintenance of the school’s grounds and facilities 

 establishing further funding to complete our building works 

 reporting annually to the school community and to the DET 

 creating interest in our school in the wider community 

 enhancing communication within our school community 

 overseeing the running of Out of School Hours Care 

 working through the new parent payment policy and ensuring we are strictly adhering to its 
principles 

 
Thank you to our 2017 School Councillors: 
Fiona Green, Kelly Lean, Angie Hume, Steve Jensen, Simone Sultana, Danielle O’Brien, 
Anton O’Callaghan, Di Double, Paulina van Elmpt, Phil Darbyshire and minute taker Karin 
Hartnell. 
 
Looking forward to 2018, I ask all parents to consider how they are contributing to the Tecoma 
Community? Maybe membership of the 2018 School Council is a role that you would like to take 
on? 
 



THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 

 we handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 heard from our female Vice Captains for 2018 including the fantastic speeches they made 

to their class 
 reminded everyone of the Carols Night on Tuesday 
 handed out Premier’s Reading Challenge certificates to those who beat the Premier’s    

Challenge 
 heard 2 musical pieces from the rock band 
 wished Miss Rawnsley a Happy Birthday 
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements  
 
See you around the school, 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

DANDENONG RANGES EMERGENCY RELIEF 

Christmas can be a difficult time for families, many of whom struggle to 
make ends meet because of illness, job loss or financial crisis. The 

DRERS runs the Christmas in the Hills project to help people celebrate 
Christmas. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THIS LOVELY PROJECT, 
PLEASE BRING IN UNWRAPPED, NEW TOYS FOR CHILDREN 17 

AND UNDER AND SET THEM IN THE CHRISTMAS BOX PROVIDED 

MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS: 

We love how Tecoma families like to show their gratitude by giving 
us little gifts, be it chocolate or a handmade item. This year, we 

were wondering if, instead of gifts, if those families could donate a 
gift to the ‘Wishing Tree’ at KMART.  

Many thanks and have a lovely Christmas,  

Jill and Des 



Words from Mrs Double  
  
The Carols Evening 
 
What a fantastic evening it was on Tuesday night….and not even the shocking rain over the 
weekend could deter us from listening to our kids perform their Christmas songs.   Almost half of 
the oval was filled with parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, etc. The 
students were in fine voice and I would like to thank them all for coming along and singing their 
hearts out! Thanks to the great work of Mrs Connell (who got them all ready prior to the evening) 
they all sounded great.  Thank you to all you families for, once again, supporting our school  
community.   
A huge thank you, also, to David Walsh (Digging for Fire), Billie from (The Burrito Van), Bec Hale 
& Andrea Schloetzer (Drink with Myrtle) and Jodie Maudsley for all the fine food and drinks 
which were available to those who wanted more than a sausage for tea. 
 
ORIENTATION DAY 
 
Well…the grades and the staffing for next year have almost been finalised and your child will find 
out and spend some time with their teacher on Orientation Day – next Tuesday December 12. 
 
Your child will bring home a class list with them on this day, so that you know their teacher and 
the names of the children who will be with them in 2018. 
 
The Reading Room 
 
As I said last week, for the last 3 years we have run our highly successful Reading Room        
program. After reading the reports of the students who have taken part in the Reading Room, 
and seeing such huge growth in every one of these children, and hearing from the parents/
grandparents and other members of our school community, just how rewarding it is to be        
involved, it will, of course, be running again next year!  
The success of the Reading Room is dependent upon the support of you…the Parents,      
Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, etc. in our school community…adults who are willing to give 2 
hours of their time each week, between 9:00 – 11:00am, to help the students who visit our    
Reading Room.  
 
Would you like to be involved in taking part in this rewarding experience of helping a 
child reach their full potential in 2018?   
Would you like to commit to giving us some of your time next year?  
Do you have a WWCC card, and have signed our Child Safety Code of Conduct? 
Would you like to know more?  
 
If the answer is yes…please pop in and see me.   
 
For the success of the Reading Room to continue we need 18 adults who are willing to give 2 
hours of their time each week to work in the Reading Room. (The program will run from Tuesday 
– Friday each week next year).   
 
I am looking forward to welcoming you to take part in this rewarding program, where you, as 
members of our school community, get to have such an important role in helping children feel 
good about themselves and their learning, enabling them to reach their full potential. 
 
Have a lovely week. 
Cheers! 
Di Double 
 

Quote of the week 
 

Reading is to the mind, what exercise I to the body - Joseph Addison 



OSHC NEWS 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE WILL NOT RUN ON THE LAST DAY OF TERM 
(FRIDAY 22ND DECEMBER) 



GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Ash R You did such a great job filling in the blanks with interesting adjectives 
when writing a Mixed up Fairy Tale last week. I love that you always use 

your imagination and  try so hard when spelling new words. 
Great job Ash! 

Prep K Quilla F Quilla, you should be so proud of how far you have come with your 
writing. You always put in your personal best effort and take your time to 
draw a beautiful picture to match. You are a true role model for Prep K. 

What a star!  
Prep S Xanthe B Xanthe often spends lunch times cleaning the school yard and will always 

pick up any rubbish she sees lying around. Thank you for making our 
school community a cleaner place Xanthe. 

Prep W Liam P Liam’s dedication to quiet reading over the last few weeks has been 
fantastic! He begins reading quickly and quietly and makes sure that he 

and everyone around him can concentrate easily. Thank you Liam, you’re 
a great role model! 

1P All of 1P CONGRATULATIONS 1P for an amazing year of learning, discovering, 
creating, inventing, experimenting, imagining and having lots of fun 
together. You have all worked very hard and achieved some amazing 

results!! Awesome. 
1R Griffin W Griffin always tries his personal best in everything he does. Recently he has 

worked hard to make his own game ‘Soccer Rush’. He has shown 
persistence and is willing to go back and change things to make it even 

better. Well done Griffin! 

1R Ella M Ella is always kind and considerate to those around her. Everyday she goes 
out of her way to help others in our room in a gentle and friendly way. 

We are very lucky to have you in our class Ella!  

1V Akira G Akira, you are a great role model in our class!  
You include other people, you are honest and helpful and always friendly.  

Great work on making the right choices Akira! 

1V Felix L For your original and creative game board design.  
Felix, your ‘Skater Alley’ game has many challenging spaces to manoeuvre, 

a cool logo, and a great theme about ‘friendship’.  

1V Maisy M For designing a very clever game board titled ‘Beanie Boos’, which includes 
subtraction and addition sums, and a clever logo.  

Maisy, your layout, drawings and colouring are expertly done! 
Congratulations! 

2C Bailey S Bailey is such a hard worker who tries his personal best in everything he 
does. He regularly does extra work at home, for example, presentations 

and research on the computer. This week Bailey has reached 300 nights of 
reading! Congratulations on you efforts and achievements Bailey! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

2N All of 2N 2N, you have all done  incredible work in designing and producing 
your board games. You all worked at your Personal Best and 
encouraged others to try even harder. You all applied your Learning of 
the term into our amazing games. You all showed Respect and 
encouragement to other game makers when  inventing your games. 
You all worked as a class Community and will share your games with 
the school community soon. You all demonstrated amazing 
Creativity and originality to produce professional looking games. 
Your games were simply outstanding. ‘Let the games begin’. 

3GP Austin H Austin has worked hard to learn his x9 tables using the strategy we 
investigated. He now has automatic response for the x9 tables facts. 

3GP Olivia C Olivia has been working hard to develop her use of maths strategies to 
complete mental computations. She listens carefully and practises the 

new strategies and she is becoming faster and faster at                  
finding the answer.  

3GP Tahlia E Tahlia has begun a singing craze in our classroom! Her confidence 
about singing in front of an audience is  wonderful to see.  

3W Oliver G Oliver has worked hard on some areas of Maths and really tried to 
improve his handwriting.  I really appreciate the extra effort Oliver and 

you can be really proud of the results.  Well done.  

4D Ruby W For working cooperatively and effectively with the members of her 
group to create their own script and scenario for a Royal Flying 

Doctors Service emergency call. Well done Ruby. 

4D Sunni G For working cooperatively and effectively with the members of her 
group to create their own script and scenario for a Royal Flying 

Doctors Service emergency call. Well done Sunni. 

4D Violet Y For working cooperatively and effectively with the members of her 
group to create their own script and scenario for a Royal Flying 

Doctors Service emergency call. Well done Violet. 

4V Billy W For his fantastic focus during Reading Groups. Billy, you have been 
engaging with your book and show your deep understanding of what 

has happened in the story. Keep up the excellent effort Billy! 

4V Griff H For trying his best when drawing a Springer Spaniel for his anthology 
of poems. Griff, you were unsure that you could do it but applied 

yourself and tried your hardest. It was a fantastic drawing, so well done 
for persisting with it! 

5M Chanel M In this past few weeks, Chanel has worked really hard on her        
Multi-Genre writing project. She has continuously asked for feedback 
on her work, seeking to make it the best piece possible. This is a great 

attitude to have Chanel. 



OFFICE NEWS  
 Due to the numerous payments coming through the office (thank you!), 

we will not be able to accept payments after 4pm, as we need this time 
to reconcile our accounts.  

 PLEASE KEEP THOSE 2018 SCHOOL FEES COMING IN. IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE 
YOUR FEES FORM, PLEASE SEE US IN THE OFFICE. 

Please note that Term 4 is our busiest term here in the office. Please continue to 
check your child/ren’s bags each night for forms that might have been sent home. 
We ask that all forms (excursions, morning munchies, notices, etc.) are turned in 

by the deadline listed, as this helps for a more efficiently run office! 

 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 
Office Staff 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

5M Sienna W In our ‘Rule the School’ for a day, Sienna has taken on board the role 
of Prime Minister for her group. She has helped oversee the ideas of 
each of her ‘Ministers’ and thought about how possible each one is. 

She has also learnt about the give and take nature of working              
in a group. 

JAPANESE Elle DW Elle-san (Miss Elle) always does her best during Japanese class. She 
worked very hard on completing her speaking task.    
よくできました！(Yoku dekimashita! : Well done!) 







 

 

JUNIOR NETBALL PLAYERS 

NEEDED 

Aged 7 to 13 

 

Belcoma Netball Club 

Contact: Jenny 0408 933 956 

belcomasec@gmail.com 

(enquiries for other age groups 

welcome) 

mailto:belcomasec@gmail.com



