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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Friday 7th 
Vic Water Safety 

Certificate - Grades 5&6 
GRADE 2 SLEEPOVER 

 
Tuesday 11th 

Orientation/Transition Day 
Buddies Picnic Lunch 

 
Friday 14th 

Grade 6 City Excursion 
 

Monday 17th 
Attendance BBQ 

Thank You Morning Tea 
 

Tuesday 18th 
Prep Graduation 

Ceremony and Picnic 
Lunch 

 
Wednesday 19th 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 
@ BURRINJA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 20th 
Grade 3/4 Bowling 

Excursion 
 
 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2019 
At assembly last week, we announced our 2019 School Captains to 
the wider school community. The children went through an extensive 
process to select the captains. I must say I was really impressed 
with the list of candidates who all would have made excellent 
captains in their own right. We heard the speeches the children 
prepared when announcing they wished to be a candidate. No 
wonder the children voted for them as they were just so impressive.  
I was even more impressed with the way the children handled the 
announcement in amongst their peers, running over in the classroom 
to congratulate them. The winners were humble in their success and 
the candidates that missed out were extremely gracious. 
Life can be a roller coaster, we don’t always get what we want but 
it’s how we respond to the disappointment, bounce back and work 
towards the next challenge that shows our character and resilience. 
Well done grade 5’s! 
I am pleased to announce that our School Captains for 2019 are as 
follows: 
School Captains: Charlie Ford and Tia McLellan 
School Vice Captains: Hugh Vandegraaff and Indigo Thomson 
Tia and Indigo will be presenting the speeches they delivered to the 
grade 6 children to the whole of the school at assembly this Monday 
morning. 
  
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Sometimes the weather gods smile and we were lucky that we had 
our Christmas Concert on Tuesday night and not the weather we 
experienced over the weekend. We were able to have a lovely 
evening down on the oval in what was a spacious set up. 
Our thanks to all who attended, our staff for the massive set up and 
clean up and a special thanks to Mrs Connell who coordinated the 
event and bravely sung and played the ukulele solo while performing 
the “Tecoma 12 Days of Christmas.”  
Thanks again everyone for all your support. 
 
APPRECIATION GIFTS TO SCHOOL STAFF 
I am reluctant to raise this as it looks like our staff expect an end of 
year gift…which we don’t! 
In fact a thank you from you and especially the children we have 
taught is appreciation enough for the combined effort of your child 
progressing under their tutelage. 



However it is a time when children and parents are thinking of giving gifts to relatives, friends and 
sometimes teachers! 
The Department of Education this week sent out updated guidelines about what we can and 
can’t accept in the teaching profession. 
Department of Education, in fact all public service employees, are encouraged to abide the    
mantra that a “thank you is enough.” That is reality here at Tecoma and a beautifully written 
thank you in a Christmas Card by the child, showing the literacy skills taught would delight our 
teachers.  
However, I understand that parents and especially children do like to give a gift to the staff that 
have supported them in their learning. In fact, one of my jobs on the weekend is to go shopping 
with my daughters to buy a small gift as a token of appreciation to some of the teaching staff at 
their high school that taught them.  
I’m sure my children will head to the chocolate section of the shops. However I know I can’t get 
for my daughter’s teachers a cash voucher like a Visa Card or debit card that are considered to 
be items used in a similar way or easily converted to money. Teachers are not allowed to accept 
it. 
 
These are different to Non-Cash Vouchers that must be used at specific retailers and cannot be 
converted to cash. These are considered Gifts of Appreciation to members of the Teaching    
Service.  
 
Teachers can accept a Gift of Appreciation from or on behalf of a parent, carer or student(s) 
made to members of the Teaching Service (only), intended to express appreciation of the    
teacher’s contribution to the education of a student or students. Where the estimated value is 
$100 or less, the Gift of Appreciation is considered Token and does not need to be declared to 
me by the teacher. A gift with an estimated or actual value above $100 is considered Non-Token 
and under Departmental Guidelines, a registry is then set up where the teacher declares to me 
as Principal of the school what they have been offered.  
 
Where the total estimated value of a Gift of Appreciation is equal to or exceeds $500, the         
Authorised Delegate (Principal) has discretion to allow the Recipient to retain it only when it has 
been offered by multiple students, parents and/or carers.  Otherwise, the Gift of Appreciation 
must be either declined or transferred to the ownership of the school or the Department. 
 
I hope this makes this departmental policy clear……..I will reiterate again, teachers don’t expect 
gifts as we are paid to do our jobs and a thank you from the children we have taught is all the 
thanks we need!  
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL – THANK YOU 
While we are handing out thank you’s, our final School Council meeting for 2018 will be held next 
Tuesday night. I would like to express my sincere thanks to our School Council members for their 
commitment to our school. 
The time and effort dedicated to this role often goes unrecognised and whilst rewarding, can also 
be challenging.  At Tecoma, we are fortunate to have an outstanding group of people led         
superbly by our School Council President Mrs Fiona Green. 
 
Each of our councillors has performed a very important role to support our School purpose and in 
doing so has made an extremely valuable contribution to the educational outcomes of each of our 
students.  
 
The broad scope of work by School Council this year has included:  
 
 communicating the broad direction and vision of the school within our community 
 approving the annual budget and monitoring expenditure 
 acquiring feedback from the school community to inform decision making  
 developing, reviewing and updating school policies 
 overseeing the maintenance of the school’s grounds and facilities 



 establishing further funding to complete our building works 
 reporting annually to the school community and to the DET 
 creating interest in our school in the wider community 
 enhancing communication within our school community 
 overseeing the running of Out of School Hours Care 
 working through policies and ensuring we are strictly adhering to its principles 
 
Thank you to our 2018 School Councillors: 
Fiona Green, Kelly Machin, Angie Hume, Steve Jensen, Simone Sultana, Danielle O’Brien, 
David Coe, Di Double, Paulina van Elmpt, Stuart Mclean and minute taker Karin Hartnell. 
Looking forward to 2018, I ask all parents to consider how they are contributing to the Tecoma 
Community? Maybe membership on the 2018 School Council is a role that you would like to take 
on? Watch out early next year as the election process begins.  
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 we handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 reminded everyone of the Carols Night on Tuesday evening 
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements  
 
See you around the school, 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

STATE SCHOOL SPECTACULAR 
  
Be sure to tune in to Channel 7 on Saturday 8 December at 7pm for a special broadcast of the 
2018 Victorian State Schools Spectacular. 
  
The two-hour broadcast will feature highlights from the live performances as well as behind-the-
scenes footage and interviews.  
  
The show will also be simulcast via live streaming on the 7plus app and 7plus website.  
  
For the first time, there will be a special extended version of the Spectacular available to watch 
nationally on 7plus for 30 days following the December 8 broadcast. 
  

http://www.7plus.com.au


LOST PROPERTY - UNIFORM ITEMS 
Named uniform items are constantly being found on the playground and 

around the school. We are calling up the same students week after week to 
collect their lost items. As we are super busy this time of  year, we would be 
grateful if  you could stress to your children the importance of  keeping up 

with their belongings. Also, please write both first and last names in jumper 
to make it easier for us to find their owner. Many thanks! 

SCHOOL FEES 

Thank you to all the families who have already paid their 2019 School 
Fees. We love that many of our families are using QKr! and bank    
transfer. We just ask that you drop off your actual form to the office to 
help us allocate where the funds are going. If you are unable to pop into 
the office, feel free to scan and email your form to 
tecoma.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Chicken Roster 

We are looking for families to look after our lovely ladies over the Christmas break. 

If you can help, please add your name, phone number and dates available below 
or email the school office.  

Thank you for your help, without our parent volunteers we would be unable to keep 
the girls at Tecoma PS. 

 

Name....................................................................................Phone.......................................... 

 

Dates Available......................................................................................................................... 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

OFFICE NEWS  

 

SWIMMING - Our whole school swimming is ON tomorrow. Don’t forget your 
bathers, towel, goggles, etc.!  
 
LEVIES - Term 4 levies are as follows:  
 
Prep  $33 

Grade 1 $10 

Grade 2 $15 

Grade 3/4 $45 

Grade 5 $8 

Grade 6 $33 

 
Please make sure you pay your child/ren’s levy before their                          
excursion/incursion.  
 
ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the 
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence. 
 
Many thanks, 
Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days: 

Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep C Janelle D Janelle used her imagination to write an entertaining piece of work to 
explain how Ben the elf travelled to Tecoma Primary School.  

She wrote ‘One very dark Christmas eve Santa told Ben to go to our 
Primary School. Nobody knows he rides a reindeer here but me!’  

Well done Janelle! 

Prep K Saskia K Thank you for being such a wonderful friend and helper to all of us in 
the Prep room Saskia. You always offer to help others and treat 

everyone with respect. Your positivity and cheeky sense of humour is 
appreciated by everyone around you. Keep it up Saskia :-).  

Prep W Calise L Calise puts her personal best effort in to each and every writing task 
that she completes. She  thinks deeply about her work and uses lots of 
creative language and interesting ideas. Fantastic work Calise, keep it 

up!  

Prep Y Laura M Laura, your writing piece on Ben the elf, was so wonderful to read! You 
used excellent punctuation, spelling and descriptive words. You wrote 

“It was 12 days before Christmas and all over town there were decorated 
houses, and that day the elf was coming to see all of the kids. He got 

there by a big globe that was magic!” 

Prep Y Hope  W Hope, congratulations on reaching 300 AMAZING nights of reading! 
The commitment you have shown to reading this year has been 

incredible. Not only do you show dedication to your own reading 
development, but you also support your peers in learning to read 

challenging books and words. You are such a wonderful learner and 
friend. 

1P Ash R For working so extremely hard all year and trying to do his very best 
every day he comes to school. That is a fantastic effort. Keep up that 

wonderful attitude Ash! 

1P Lucas B For working so hard all year and trying to do his best whenever he can. 
Lucas is always a happy and positive student who is friendly and 

pleasant to everyone around him. Great work Lucas! 

1R Mya C Mya can always be depended on to do the right thing, even if no one is 
watching. She is an honest and fair person, who shows kindness and 
consideration to others around her. Well done Mya, these qualities 

make you a wonderful person to be around.  

2N Madison G Madison is a kind and caring member of the class. She always tries hard, 
even when she finds an activity challenging. Madison always puts an 

excellent effort into the presentation of her written work and is to be 
congratulated on regularly handing in quality homework and for 
achieving 100 nights of home reading. Keep up the great effort, 

Madison! 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
3M Nayara N Nayara has been absolutely invaluable during our classroom move.  

Her hand is always raised to offer assistance and it is lovely to see her 
take initiative and adopt a leadership role.  Thank you Nayara, your 

help has been much appreciated! 
3W Charles S Charles has an extraordinary recall of times tables facts. He has just 

completed the Times Tables Challenge, demonstrating his mastering of 
the 0-12 Times Tables. I know of only one other Grade 3 student to 

have completed this challenge. Great effort Charles. 
4D Cooper G For being a timetables whiz. Cooper is on fire and looks forward each 

week to our Timetables Challenge. He has made wonderful progress 
this semester and his efforts should be commended. Congratulations 

Cooper. Keep it up! 

4V Starja A For her effort put into practising our Christmas concert act. Starja, you 
were away when we did our big rehearsal as a year level, but you made 
sure you learnt what you had to do and practised in your own time so 

you knew all the moves.  
Well done Starja! :) 

4V Lachy B For caring for his friend when they were upset. Lachy, it is so lovely to 
see the way you try to cheer up your friends and put an arm around 

them when they are hurt or down. Keep being so caring and 
thoughtful :) 

 
5G Sunni G Sunni is courteous, hard-working and a real team player. She always 

completes her work to the highest standard, which has been evident in 
her Geometrocity project. Sunni took her time, asked clarifying 
questions and ensured all specifications were met. She worked  

diligently with her team to create a unique and well-designed 3D city!  
I am amazed by her focus and her collaborative approach to all things 

learning. Well done Sunni! 
5R Xavier B It was wonderful to see the enthusiastic and exuberant way you 

rehearsed and performed our Christmas carol at the concert.     
You really got into the Christmas spirit Xy! 

6M Shelby G Shelby presented herself as mature and respectful on our Knox Bike 
Ride excursion. While in public she represented Tecoma Primary 

School in way that made us proud. She pushed  
herself and was determined to do her personal best on the bike ride, 
which she succeeded in! Well done on not giving up—that ride is 

tough and you gave it your absolute best!  
JAPANESE Nick R Well done Nick-kun (Mr. Nick) for patiently seeking assistance and 

completing the task by following the instructions thoroughly.   












