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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Mon 4th to Wed 6th 
Grade 3/4 Phillip Island 

Camp 
 

Thursday 7th 
District Athletics @ Knox 

 
Monday 11th 

Dad’s & Mates Breakfast 
 

Wednesday 13th 
STEP INTO PREP 

Japanese 
 

Monday 18th 
Production Rehearsal Day 

- all students go by bus 
Performance #1 @ 7PM  

 
Tuesday 19th 

Performance #2 @ 7PM 
 

Friday 22nd 
FOOTY DAY!! 
Early Dismissal  

2:30pm 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

POWER AT SCHOOL THIS MONDAY 
As you will know from the letter we sent home this week, the school 
will be powered off a generator near the phone booth this coming 
Monday.  
Therefore despite what your children might have told you (or wished 
for!), the school is open and running as normal. 
Please be mindful that with over 98 grade 3/4 children heading off to 
camp on Monday, parking will be difficult so allow extra time to get 
your children to school. Quite topical as you will see when you read 
further on in my piece….but they could walk to school.  
It is anticipated that this work will only be for the day. 
 
CAMP 
At the time of writing, our Grade 5 campers are completing the third 
day of the Maldon camp, the same venue we took our grade 6 
children to two  weeks ago. So far, so good with the weather 
behaving, the children having a great time and more importantly, no 
bicycle injuries. 
My thanks to the following staff and parents: Monica Griffiths, Stuart 
Mclean, Felicity Young, Simon Weller and Paul Gloster for taking 
time away from your families to give the children a great 4 days 
away developing their independence and bike skills. 
 
SOCIAL NIGHT 
Our main parent social night for the year is upon us.  
Tecoma Primary School Parent Network are excited to announce 
another social event has been booked…MINUTE TO WIN IT. 
Are you cool, calm and skilful enough to complete these challenges 
in under 60 seconds? 
Each challenge uses household items like tissues, spoons, plastic 
cups and straws and whilst they seem easy you will be surprised 
how the audience gets going as the official clock ticks down. 
Challenges only get tougher as the game show continues and teams 
will need to strategically plan which contestants they will save for 
last as everyone must have a go! 
You will be sitting on the edge of your chair right up until the end as 
teams battle it out in this suspense filled entertaining event. 



Saturday 21st October @ 7pm 
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET 
Each table will be allocated a team colour - Dressing in that colour is also encouraged! 
Tickets on Sale NOW in the office….if you missed Bogan Bingo in 2016 - whatever you do, don’t 
miss this event.  
You can also place your name on the list of tables just near the office window. 
 
PRODUCTION 
We are getting down to the last few weeks in preparation for our Whole School Production.    
Tickets have been on sale for almost 3 weeks and are selling very strongly for both nights. There 
is a limit of 4 tickets per family…however from Tuesday at 9am,  we will open it families to       
purchase more. 
If you haven’t purchased your 4 tickets, you have until then! 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
Last week, we were notified by the Department of Education that the closing date for the online 
Parent Opinion Survey has been extended to Sunday 3 September 2017. Parents can submit 
completed online surveys until 11:59PM Sunday 3 September. If you were one of the 110      
families randomly selected and you haven’t completed the survey, can you please do so between 
now and Sunday night. 
If you have lost your unique log on, can you please contact the office and we will allocate you 
with your unique, individual log on. Your feedback is invaluable to us. 
  
DADS MATES BREAKFAST 
A reminder…….students of Tecoma Primary School are invited on Monday September 11, 2017 
to bring their your dad, grandfather, uncle or significant person in their life to have a delicious 
breakfast.  
In previous years, we have run it the day after Father’s Day. However, we have 2 weeks of 
schools camp and then the following week school production so we were limited with Monday 
morning options. We are aware that this is not an RDO for the building sector that we have    
managed to land on in previous years. We hope that too many aren’t inconvenienced.  
In answering a question we always receive; yes of course if dad can’t make it, mum can come 
instead! 
Breakfast served from 7.30am onwards.  
Hope to see you there. 
 
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
Just a reminder to all the children entered in the Premiers Reading Challenge; you only have 1 
week left to meet the challenge. You will need to have all the books entered before we do the 
verification so hop to it kids! 
 
GETTING CHILDREN PHYSICALLY ACTIVE 
I read an interesting article in Tuesdays Herald Sun, written by Genevieve Alison titled “Mum 
and Dad chauffeurs replace bikes and walk to school.”   
I have included it for your perusal. 
 
AUSSIE kids are ditching the bike and opting for mum and dad “chauffeurs” to transport them to 
and from school.  
It’s a trend that has left health experts “gravely concerned” about the lack of physical activity for 
younger generations missing out on daily incidental exercise.  
An estimated two-thirds of five-year-olds and more than half of nine-year-olds are driven to 
school every day, making them among the most “chauffeured” in the world.  
And sales of children’s bicycles in Australia have plummeted in the past decade, down 28 per 
cent — or 110,000 bikes — since 2007.  
Director of the Australian Health Policy Collaboration at Victoria University Rosemary Calder said 
our reputation as a “sporting, outdoor and leisure loving nation” was at odds with the reality of 
young people’s activity levels.  



Prof Calder said a staggering 92 per cent of young people and 71 per cent of children did not 
meet the recommended guidelines for physical activity.  
“Almost three million children and young people are not doing enough physical activity ,” Prof 
Calder said.  
“A co-ordinated approach to active travel to and from school will give 3.7 million children access 
to healthy physical activity every day.”  
A recent health survey also found only 7 per cent of children did the recommended one hour of 
exercise a day — with 600,000 failing to meet the health guidelines.  
Physical inactivity has been linked to an increase in the risk of chronic diseases such as cancer, 
mental health and cardiovascular disease later in life.  
National Heart Foundation chief executive, Adjunct Professor John Kelly, said it was vital to make 
sure kids were physically active every day.  
“The daily trip to school is one of the best value investments we can make for their future health,” 
Prof Kelly said.  
More than 30 health experts will meet today at a round-table event to discuss how to get kids 
moving during their morning and afternoon school commute.  
Last year, 70 leading chronic-disease experts and organisations cited active travel as one of 10 
priority policy actions in a health report launched in Canberra .  
The “Getting Australia’s Health on Track” report set a target to reduce the number of people who 
are not sufficiently active by 10 per cent by 2025.  
 
I believe we as parents have a strong role to play here. Thinking back many moons to when I 
was in primary school, we were always outside after school. Running, riding, going to friends 
houses, all under our own steam. I think we as parents are more aware these days of stranger 
danger, increased traffic and the potential for mishaps than parents back then. 
I also think screen time, and electronic devices have changed children’s recreational habits. The 
Atari and Donkey Kong had far less appeal for us than x-boxes, ipads, ipods, iphones, etc., etc., 
has for this generation. Is this healthy? I think not. 
School bike racks in the 70’s and 80’s would overflow with bikes that children had ridden to 
school. Our bike rack here at school would struggle to have any more than 6 bikes daily in it. 
That’s why our bike education program and the current bike riding camp to Derby Hill that our 
grade 5 children are on is so valuable.  
The challenge for parents is to get our children active. Would it do them any harm to not be 
picked up from the drop off bay but to walk to a designated street nearby where you are waiting? 
The senior children to walk their younger brothers and sisters home? To ride a bike to school? To 
do the thousand steps at the FTG National Park with your children once a week. To walk up the 
steps at Knox City instead of taking the escalator? Are we building their fitness and resilience if 
we don’t give them challenges to overcome? 
Limit the screen time, instead having the children walk the dog after school, ride to a friends 
house like I’m sure you did when you were a child. Anecdotally, we see the ball skills of the chil-
dren in physical education being less proficient. Take them out in the back yard for a throw of the 
ball. 
Being on camp with the grade 6 children two weeks ago was fascinating. After the longest ride of 
the day, the children in their free time wanted to get back on the bikes and ride around the camp 
track. They played mini golf, played table tennis and air hockey. Did they miss their screens? Not 
one iota! There were with friends, being active, having a ball. 
It may be the small things but the example we set and the opportunities we allow our children, as 
the article suggests above, has long term implications. 
I think the target to reduce the number of people who are not sufficiently active by 10 per cent by 
2025 is a very worthwhile one and with a little tweaking of our lifestyles, one that is not hard to 
achieve. 
Over to you! 
 
 
 
  
 



MISSING BOMBER JACKETS!! 
We can not stress enough to check your 
child’s jumper often to ensure that their 
name is on the inside. Too many parents 
are buying multiple jumpers as they are 

not able to find their named items in 
Lost Property. Students tend to grab the 

nearest jumper and put it on!! Thanks 
for your help with this matter.  

SUNSMART 
It’s time to dig out your hats because Friday 1

st
 September is the first day of Sun Smart for 2017. 

Whilst the weather has not heated up yet we are advised that UV levels are already on the rise. 
Ultraviolet (UV) radiation is the invisible killer that you can't see or feel. UV radiation can be high 
even on cool and overcast days. This means you can't rely on clear skies or high temperatures to 
determine when you need to protect yourself from the sun. The UV Index is reported daily by the 
Bureau of Meteorology. The alert identifies times during the day when the UV level is 3 or above 
and sun protection is needed. The Cancer Council recommend a combination of sun protection 
measures: 
 

 Slip on some sun-protective clothing that covers as much skin as possible. 

 Slop on broad spectrum, water resistant SPF30+ (or higher) sunscreen. Put it on 20 
minutes before you go outdoors and every two hours afterwards. Sunscreen should never 
be used to extend the time you spend in the sun. 

 Slap on a hat – broad brim or legionnaire style to protect your face, head, neck and ears. 

 Seek shade. 

 Slide on some sunglasses – make sure they meet Australian Standards. 
 
Our Sun Smart Policy specifies that all students must wear a sun smart hat whenever they are 
outdoors at school. 
 
FATHER’S DAY 
My thanks to our Parent Network for their efforts last week in running the Father’s Day stall. 
We sure are privileged to have an active Parent’s Network. 
All the best to our dads this Sunday, enjoy your day with your families. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 thanked Mrs Faul and our hard working staff and children for a great KidsMatter Day last 

Friday. I was really pleased to see how many children and staff got into the spirit of dressing 
up in their favourite book character. 

 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



TERM 3 SCIENCE 

This term the Grade 3s and 4s have been learning about forces such as push, pull, 
friction, momentum and gravity. To put it all together, we made a marble run to see 
how all these forces worked together. The challenge was to slow down the       
marble’s momentum so that it took 30 seconds to reach its destination. As you can 
see it was loads of fun. 

 

OSHC NEWS 
A reminder that Before School Care will not run on Monday, September 11th, Dad’s/Mates 
Breakfast. The girls will be around the activity area if your child still needs the care. Please see 
OSHC girls for full details. 

Chris will be overseas from the 5th September until the 14th October. The service will be in the 
capable hands of Adelle, Brigid and Alex whilst Chris is away. Any bookings/cancellations need 
to be sent by text to the normal service phone 0477 725 824 

Many thanks, 

Chris, Adelle, Brigid & Alex 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
School Holiday Science Workshops! 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Now that the celebrations for National Science Week are over, here is the timetable for 
the PrimeSCI! September School Holiday Science Workshops, full of fun hands-on science for 
children from Kindergarten to Year 8.  Our workshops will be running from Monday 25th -   
Thursday 28th September.  As well as our experienced PrimeSCI! team, these holiday we will 
be joined by BioEYES and their zebrafish (from Monash University School of Biomedical        
Sciences) and the inflatable planetarium from Science Discovery Dome.  
 
Download the September flyer here. 
Book online at: www.trybooking.com/RSXZ 
 
Bookings open Monday 28th August at 12:00 noon.  
  
Each session has its own unique booking code (eg. ST2, Z1). If you forget what you have 
booked, the Trybooking ticket will have the code plus your child's name on it. Any problems, 
please email or call us.  
PLEASE NOTE: 
1. Workshops are suited to specific school year level. Please be considerate of others and com-
ply with the minimum school year when registering. Places booked for younger children may be 
cancelled without consultation. 
2. Children attending multiple sessions must be supervised by a parent/guardian during break 
times. 
 
For highlights from the July holidays be sure to watch the ABC ME short series Science Time.  
Watch Science Time on YouTube 
Watch Science Time on ABC iview 
  
The PrimeSCI! September School Holiday Science Workshops will be held at: 
KIOSC Discovery Centre (Building WK) 
Swinburne University of Technology (Wantirna Campus) 
369 Stud Road 
Wantirna South VIC 3152 
(Campus Map: http://www.swinburne.edu.au/media/swinburneeduau/about-
swinburne/docs/pdfs/wantirna-map.pdf) 
Please enter the campus via the traffic lights on Stud Road. 
For more exciting and fun PrimeSCI! information head to our website 
www.swinburne.edu.au/primesci  
  
Kind regards, 
  
Heather, Doris & Megan 
  



OFFICE NEWS  

 Camp costs are as follows: 

  Grade 3/4 $245 

  Grade 5 $325 

Please note: If you chose to pay the $50 camp deposit at the beginning of the year, you 
will need to subtract this from above total. If you are unsure whether you paid the          

deposit, please see us in the office. 

 Term 3 Levies have gone out and the costs are as follows: 

  Prep  $15 
  Grade 1/2 $22 
  Grade 3/4 NO COST 
  Grade 5 $25 
  Grade 6 $10 
 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and 
Wednesday afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order 
via Qkr or phone. 

 Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and 
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz. 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

PRODUCTION NEWS 
With less than four weeks till show time, rehearsals are progressing nicely!! 
 
An important date for your diaries. 
 
Friday 1

st
 September is DRESS REHEARSAL at school. PLEASE make sure all of your child’s 

costume that you have been asked to provide is at school by that date. As it is the Friday after 
Grade 5 camp, may I suggest that if your child is going on camp that their costumes be at school 
by this Friday, 25

th
 August. 

 
Thank you to our group of mums and grandmas who have done sewing for us. It has been   
greatly appreciated.  
 
Grade 3 and 4’s will be having their group photos on Friday the 1

st
 of September before they go 

on camp and the remaining grades on Tuesday 5th September. These photos will be on display 
at the production and for purchase if you would like copies. 
 
Tickets are selling well. Make sure you don’t miss out! 
 
Productions like these are a fabulous community event, it has been great watching the children 
rehearse and grow together. To everyone who has helped in anyway, a huge THANK YOU from 
me. 
 
Regards, 
Sally Connell. 



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
HATS! HATS! HATS! 
Don’t forget, as of 1

st
 September (which is tomorrow) every child will need to be wearing their 

wide brimmed Sunsmart school hats during recess and lunchtimes, sports sessions and      
whenever they are outside.  Please ensure your child is set, ready to go, with their hat from now 
until the end of the year. 
 
Below is a copy of our Sunsmart Policy outlining the importance of ensuring all our kids are 
wearing hats and staying Sunsmart: 
 
Rationale: 
 
Over exposure to the sun’s Ultraviolet Radiation (UV) presents a serious health risk, in the form 
of sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin cancer.  Sun exposure in the first 10 years of life is a 
major factor in determining future skin cancer risk.  Too little UV from the sun can lead to a low 
vitamin D level.  Vitamin D is essential for healthy bones and muscles and for general health.  
Students must therefore be educated as to the need for a balance of UV exposure and the need 
for suitable sun protection. 
  
Aims: 
 
To ensure all students and staff have some UV exposure for vitamin D 
To educate the entire school community as to suitable SunSmart protection strategies. 
To work towards a safe school environment that provides shade for students, staff and the 
school community 
To educate students to be responsible for their own sun protection 
To ensure that families and new staff are informed of the school’s SunSmart policy. 
 
 
Implementation: 
 
This policy is to be read as part of our Student Dress Code. 
Children will be required to wear Cancer Council approved close-weave broad brimmed or   
bucket hats from September to the end of April, whenever they are outside.  They will also be 
required to wear school uniform, consisting of a polo top, with elbow length sleeves or a long 
sleeved high necked top. 
Staff will act as role models by also wearing sun protective hats and clothing when outside. 
Children without broad brimmed hats and covering clothing will be restricted in their play and will 
be required to sit in a designated shaded area. 
Staff are encouraged to access the SunSmart UV Alert on the Tecoma Website, as well as being 
advised of the UV level in the Daily Staff Bulletin, to assist with the implementation of this policy. 
We use a combination of sun protection measures for all outdoor activities from September to 
the end of April, and whenever UV levels reach 3 and above, the level that can damage skin and 
eyes. 
Children will be actively encouraged to wear a broad-spectrum water resistant sunscreen 
(SPF30+).  Sunscreen will be applied by students according to the manufacturer’s directions,  
under the supervision of teachers.  Strategies are in place to remind students to apply sunscreen 
before going outdoors (eg reminder notices). 
 
Whenever possible, outside activities on hot days should be scheduled before 11:00am. 
The school council will make sure there are sufficient shade structures for students as          
practicable; particularly over high density play areas such as sand pits and play equipment. 
 
The school will ensure that school uniform broad brimmed hats are available for purchase from 
the uniform store. 
 



Thank you to everyone who has been collecting Earn & Learn 
stickers. We are halfway through the campaign and our    
sticker pile is building up!  

Please remember to keep collecting!   

Ask all your family members to collect for us too - the more 
stickers we get the more prizes we can buy. Remember if you 

don't have a sticker sheet you can pop the stickers straight into any of our 
school's boxes at Belgrave & Ferntree Gully Woolworths or in the office   
foyer. Each sheet only holds 60 stickers so if you have more please pop them 
on a new sheet or straight into the box. If there are more than 60 stickers on 
the sheet they will be invalid. Thanks again for all of your help. 

The school newsletter, website and school assemblies will be used to highlight and reinforce 
SunSmart behaviour. 
Programs on skin cancer prevention and vitamin D form part of the Health and Physical           
Education curriculum at all year levels. 
Our school will seek membership as a SunSmart school at the Cancer Council of Victoria. 
 
So…if you have not already done so, can you please make sure your child has their school hat 
(and please ensure it is clearly named).  If you have misplaced yours, they are available in three 
sizes (small, medium and large) from the Uniform Shop.  Bucket hats or Slouch Hats - $10 each. 
 
And…to all our dads out there…have a fantastic Father’s Day!  
 
Cheers! 
Di Double  
 
Quote of the week: 
 

“The sun always shines above the clouds.”  

                                                      ― Paul F. Davis 

CHOIR NEWS 
Our choir has been rehearsing once a month with children from Belgrave South Primary and 
people from the Dandenong Ranges Music Council for a special performance in the city at the 
Federation Bells, on Thursday 21

st
 September. This is World Peace Day. The choir children will 

be singing along with children from Belgrave South, Kallista and The Patch Primary and adults 
from Community Choirs. Details to follow shortly but I will be asking for parent helpers on the 
day. I can inform you we will be travelling by train to and from the city for the performance. If you 
are able to help please let me know and I can forward the details to you as I receive them. 
 
Yours in Music, 
Sally Connell 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Taj T Taj, I just love how much effort you put into your work every day. You 
approached a very challenging writing task with such enthusiasm last week. 

What a star! Keep it up Taj :-). 

Prep S Jarrah K Jarrah has been working hard at doing his best listening. He has made 
fantastic improvements this term and he should be very proud of his 

efforts. Great work Jarrah! 

Prep W Eden H Eden’s writing skills have improved so much in Term 3! She has been 
putting in a great deal of effort during writing time and always has a go 
before checking in with the teacher. Keep up the fantastic work Eden!  

Prep W Adah E Over the last few weeks, Adah has been trying really hard to improve her 
handwriting and to make sure her writing stays on the line. It has been 

fantastic to see you using all of your effort Adah, keep up the great work!  

1P Toby H For the fabulous way that Toby is progressing with his reading and 
reaching higher levels. His enthusiasm for books is growing and it is 

ABSOLUTELY AMAZING that he has reached over 185 nights of reading. 
Extra Awesome work Toby! 

1R Madison G Madison thank you for being such a fantastic role model during our 
Reading Group sessions. You always try your best and stay focused the 

whole time. I really appreciate how kind and helpful you are to others in 
your group. Thank you so much Madison! 

1R Cleo JB For writing a very descriptive story about being a cow. Cleo you had us on 
the edge of our seats as the farmer was chasing you around the farm. I was 

very impressed with your focus and determination during our writing 
session. Well done! 

2N Sienna S Sienna, you are to be congratulated on your excellent behaviour, the way 
you get organised and the way you work through our daily activities. You 

have also been a big help to me as I get to know the class and where to find 
things. It is a pleasure to have you in our class.  

Thank you Sienna. 

2R Isaiah C Isaiah, you made a wonderful fraction pizza by putting your ingredients 
onto each quarter slice. It looked delicious enough to eat! 

3GP Imogen W Imogen has been highly motivated in learning her 4 and 5 times tables 
using our strategy approach to begin with and then practising them until 

they became automatic. She was proud to break the minute barrier!     
Well done Imogen! 

3W Oliver G I love Oliver’s enquiring mind and general knowledge. He is full of 
information and asks very relevant and interesting questions about our 

Dreamtime topic.  He has been a very welcome addition to our class      
this term.  



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

3W Harry S Harry has settled well into our class this term.  He enjoys maths and is very 
helpful to other children in the class who may need a hand.  Thank you 

Harry, you have made a positive start to your years at Tecoma.  

4D Ashley O For the way you take on constructive feedback, always striving to improve 
your work. It was great to hear your personal interpretation of your 

reading groups’ book ‘The Burnt Stick.’  You demonstrated empathy and 
understanding of others.    

4D Faith L You have shown a high level of engagement in your groups’ focus book, 
‘Charlottes Web’. This is evident in how you read with expression and in 

your very detailed chapter summaries.  

4V Mia G For always working so hard and putting in her absolute best effort into 
everything she does. Mia, you show a lot of integrity in the way you work 

and always strive for success. Keep it up! 

4V Connor B For using maths strategies, such as statistics and probability, to predict 
which footy teams would win each week. Connor, you used your skills and 

absolutely blitzed us in your predictions! Fantastic effort :) 

6F Sammy G Sammy has worked so diligently on all our post-camp activities, putting 
100% effort into her recount and camp maths. She worked out each of our 
trips, the length in kilometres and time, as well as the mode of transport. 
Sammy completed all her details in a timely manner and created graphs to 
show her findings. Sammy you are such an impressive worker—a real asset 

to our class, thank you! 
6L Finley RG Finley shows integrity and respect in all that he does. He is a fantastic role 

model for other students and carries out his leadership duties in a mature 
manner. I am proud of the effort you put into your role. Well done.  

6L Emily C Emily always has a positive attitude to her learning. She puts 100% effort 
into all her work and it is always presented neatly. It is fantastic to see her 
mature attitude towards her learning shining through. Keep it up Emily. 

JAPANESE Lara T Lara-san (Ms.Lara) always participates in Japanese lessons with great 
enthusiasm. Keep up the good work!!!  
  すばらしい！(Subarashii! : Fantastic!) 

READING ROOM HELPERS 
NEEDED 

The Reading Room is in need of 2 
permanent helpers on Wednesday 
mornings starting next term. If 
you are available to help out, please see   
Abbey or swing by the school office. 









Tecoma Primary School Parent Network are excited to announce another   
social event has been booked…MINUTE TO WIN IT 

 
Are you cool, calm and skilful enough to complete these challenges in under 60 seconds? 
Each challenge uses household items like tissues, spoons, plastic cups and straws and 
whilst they seem easy you will be surprised how the audience gets going as the official 
clock ticks down. Challenges only get tougher as the game show continues and teams 
will need to strategically plan which contestants they will save for last as everyone must 
have a go! You will be sitting on the edge of your chair right up until the end as teams  
battle it out in this suspense filled entertaining event. 
 
Saturday 21st October @ 7pm 
 
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET 
Each table will be allocated a team colour - Dressing in that colour is also encouraged!! 
 
Tickets on Sale NOW in the office….if you missed Bogan Bingo in 2016 - whatever you do 
don’t miss this event.  




