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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Monday 3rd 
Tecoma Family Breakfast 

7:30am onwards 
 

Mon 3rd to Fri 7th 
Bike Ed - Grade 5’s 

 
Tuesday 4th 

Premier’s Reading 
Challenge Closes 

 
Thursday 6th 

District Athletics @ Knox 
 

Friday 7th 
SCHOOL DISCO 

 
Mon 10th to Fri 14th 
Bike Ed - Grade 6’s 

 
Wednesday 12th 
STEP INTO PREP 

JAPANESE 
 

Friday 21st 
FOOTY DAY 

Last Day of Term 3 
School Finishes 2:30pm 

 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
On Monday, our School Captains did our first Acknowledgement of 
Country which is an acknowledgement to the traditional owners of 
the land, the Wurundjeri people. 
We were able to do this as we had a “Welcome to Country” 
ceremony at assembly by Wurundjeri elder Mr Arbup Peters at 
assembly 2 weeks ago. 
I spoke to the children about this on Monday, before assembly 
started. I likened what Mr. Peters did a fortnight ago to what you 
might do as a family would do when you open the door and let 
someone in to your house. You would greet and say welcome to our 
home. That’s what Mr. Peters did. 
The guests upon entering and leaving your house would thank you 
as the hosts.  That’s what acknowledgement of country is. 
Our School Captains worked with Koori Education Support Officer 
Colleen Garner to develop the acknowledgement. As part of their 
role, the School Captains will also bring down from the office 3 flags; 
the Australian Flag, the Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait 
Islander Flags.  
I would like to thank Mr. McLean in Grade 2 who organized this 
training as part of the study of the olden days in grade 1 and 2 
where we are looking at the history of our local area. 
 
KIDS DISCO - FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 
A reminder that the reply form for the kids disco is due back to the 
office by Tuesday 4

th
 of September, 2018. 

The Parent Network, as part of the entry fee will be organising a 
juice box/bottle of water, a packet of crisps and a glow stick for each 
student who attends and we will be purchasing items Wednesday so 
we need numbers. 
Parents are encouraged to drop their child off and leave as the 
children are more likely to participate and join in the fun if mum and 
dad are not watching them!  
Once children are brought in, they ARE NOT permitted to leave the 
building until YOU OR ANOTHER ADULT pick them up. 
 
Session 1: 4:30-6:00pm Grades: Prep, 1,2     
Session 2: 6:15-7:45pm Grades: 3,4,5,6 
 
Please note: Toddlers and non-TPS students are not permitted to 
attend. 



NAPLAN 
As parents would be well aware, the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) has been in the media this week. In fact, the media knew the results before schools. 
We were of the understanding they were going to be delivered a fortnight ago but due to         
concerns between states on how results will be compared between students who sat the online 
version and students who did the paper version, this was held up. As such I am unable to provide 
more clarity around our student school results. Whilst the publication of NAPLAN results for Year 
3 and 5 students has been delayed, we expect the delivery of the results to take place within the 
next week and will endeavour to get the results sent home to parents as soon as possible. 
I am confident that our students will have again done well and it is important to remember that the 
NAPLAN is a snapshot in a student’s learning progression. It is not the be all and end all and I 
have never asked a prospective job applicant how they went on their NAPLAN test. At TPS, we 
use a tailored suite of assessment tools to identify student progress, in order to teach every     
student at their individual point of need. Our assessments are diagnostic and give us far quicker 
feedback than NAPLAN - with it now being 3 months since the students sat these tests. 
NAPLAN will help us to identify areas where we as teachers can improve our practice and rest 
assured, we will work collaboratively to crunch the numbers as we maintain our continuous          
improvement focus. To the students, well done on giving it your best shot. Know that your    
teachers are here to help support you as you focus on the areas you need to improve on next 
and best wishes for the remainder of the year. 
Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s teacher should they have any questions about the 
results. 
 
TECOMA FAMILY BREAKFAST (FORMERLY DADS/MATES BREAKFAST) 
Last reminder, students of Tecoma Primary School are invited on Monday September 3, 2018 to 
bring their family along to a delicious breakfast. For all those who wish to start the day with a 
hearty breakfast, we put on cereal, bacon and eggs, tea and coffee. There will also be activities 
to do with your children and we will have an art show set up displaying some of the great work of 
the children. We will also run a second art show during the fete on November 24. 
Please see Chris and Adelle from OSHC for details about where to drop the children off if you 
aren’t joining us for breakfast. 
Breakfast served from 7.30am onwards.  
Hope to see you here. 
 
FATHER’S DAY STALL  
Our thanks to the Parent Network who organised some really great gifts that the children were 
able to purchase today.  
Thank you so much to those people who have said that they are able to help sell items on the 
day. The Parent Network would also like to thank all the families for once again supporting this 
event and the school. Your ongoing support is so very appreciated.  
While we are on Father’s Day, I hope our dads, grandfathers, uncles, etc., in our community have 
a wonderful day on Sunday. 
 
CURRICULUM DAY 
As mentioned last week, our final pupil free day of the year is on Friday November 2, 2018. 
Please mark this in your diary. Parents are asked to make alternative arrangements for the last of 
our pupil free days in 2018. 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
A few weeks ago, 100 randomly selected families received a letter asking them to participate in 
the 2018 Parent Opinion Survey.  
 
We wish to thank in advance parents who have already or will be completing this survey in the 
next few weeks. Last week, we were notified by the Department of Education that the closing 
date for the online Parent Opinion Survey has been extended to Sunday 2 September 2018.  
 
 



NATIONAL ESMART WEEK 2-8 SEPTEMBER 
National eSmart Week is an initiative developed by the Alannah & Madeline Foundation in      
partnership with the Telstra Foundation. The eSmart Schools program was developed in          
response to schools’ expressed need for a positive and evidence-informed framework to address 
issues of cyber bullying and cyber safety. More than 2,300 schools across Australia are currently 
participating in the eSmart Schools program.  
 
As 21st century learners, the web is part of our students’ lives and provides a great place to 
learn, be creative, stay connected and share their learning. However, there are risks. Research 
shows that one in five young Australians have been cyber bullied and there are many other    
challenges young people face online. It is therefore vital that our students, staff and community 
are well supported to be smart, safe and responsible users of technology.    
 
Tecoma Primary School achieved eSmart status in 2016. The use of technology and online tools 
continues to provide amazing opportunities for our students. To support this, cyber safety is 
taught explicitly as a key component of our curriculum.  
 
The link below is a very useful resource for parents. I encourage you to have a look and keep this 
link handy as a resource.   
 
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/ 
 
As well, to further support our community, we also have a night for parents on October 26 when 
the student movie night is on. I have also sent home to parents some information about “Fortnight 
Battle Royale” where children are meeting other people online which could cause some concern.  
 
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
Just a reminder to all the children entered in the Premier’s Reading Challenge; you only have 1 
week left to meet the challenge. You will need to have all the books entered before we do the 
verification, so hop to it kids! 
 
FATHER’S DAY 
Wishing all of our fathers, grandfathers and carers a wonderful Father’s day on Sunday. There 
was much anticipation and excitement when the children came to the BER to buy their special 
purchase today. 
 
I came across this Michael Grose (parent educator) relating to dads and how Father’s Day may 
give an opportunity to reflect on how to approach this special role. 
 
Play to your strengths 
Men generally parent differently to women, based on their biology. Fathers often parent in a more 
active or action-oriented way than mothers, so games, play and physical activity become          
important parts of a man’s parenting repertoire. Your partner may not always appreciate your 
more active approach, particularly if you play with kids just before bedtime then leave it to her to 
calm them down. 
Practical advice: Be yourself, but be smart about it! 
 
Lighten up – don’t take yourself too seriously 
It’s easy to get caught up in your own importance, taking yourself and your work too seriously. 
For many men a bad day at work translates into poor or, at best, distracted experiences when 
they’re with their families. Consider putting a strategy in place, such as exercise, that will help 
you leave work and the moods it engenders behind. 
Practical advice: Be present in mind as well as in body when you’re with your kids. 
 

https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/


Have something in common with each child 
It would be wonderful to say that you can always connect with your kids, but family life is not that 
straightforward. There’ll always be a child who we struggle to connect with or a developmental 
stage during which a child seems alien to us. In these cases and times it helps if you share a 
common interest (such as a love of sport or music) with a child so that you always have        
something that will bring you together, even though you may not always see eye to eye. 
Practical advice: Be prepared to take an interest in your child’s interests. 
 
Take it easy on your son 
Many dads are tough on their boys and have expectations way above their son’s interest and 
ability levels. It helps to remember that it takes a little longer for a boy to mature. Resist the    
temptation to turn every game and every joint activity into a lesson and avoid giving advice when 
all your son wants is some understanding. 
Practical advice: See the boy as he is now, not the future man, when you spend time with him. 
 
Enjoy the outdoors with your daughter 
The biological nature of fathering causes most men to be very protective of their daughters. But 
that doesn’t mean you should put your daughter on a pedestal and treat her like a little princess. 
Expect a lot from her. Play with her, and get her outside into nature as it will do wonders for her 
confidence levels. 
Practical advice: Enjoy spending time with your daughters on a daily basis. 
 
Be ready for kids to knock you off your pedestal 
Most children in the pre-school and middle- to late-primary school years look up to their dads. 
“My dad is better/bigger than your dad” is a type of mantra that’s familiar to many parents. Make 
the most of it as this Superman Syndrome doesn’t last. Young children soon become adolescents 
and will go to great lengths to prove that you’re Clarke Kent after all. Expect that they will stop 
laughing at your jokes, raise an eyebrow at your well-intentioned advice and even stop being 
friendly to you in public. Ouch! It can be hurtful to a man who just wants to be the best dad he 
can be. 
Practical advice: See number 2 above: don’t take yourself too seriously. 
 
Give your kids a compass and a map 
One day your children will become independent of you. Don’t worry! You won’t be irrelevant, just 
redundant in a practical and managerial sense. There are two things you can do to help your kids 
safely navigate the world when you’re not around. First, help them develop a set of positive     
values including integrity, honesty and respect that will act as their moral compass when they 
have difficult decisions to make. Second, reveal your personal story over time as this narrative 
will become a personal map that will reassure them when life gets tough. It’s good to know that 
they are not in uncharted territory when they finally strike out on their own. 
Practical advice: Tell kids your story – don’t make them guess it or learn it from someone else. 
 
Father’s Day is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the contribution that men make to the lives of 
their children. It’s a very personal reflection as each man’s experience of fathering is as unique 
as the children they are raising. I invite you to reflect on your own fathering as well as the        
contribution that fathers – whether your own dad or someone else’s – have made to your own 
life.” 
Enjoy your special day! 
 
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR: 
Congratulations Riley L in 3M for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Riley was here at 9 o’clock 
when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Riley. 
 
 



Second Hand Books 
 

Grade 3M are collecting second hand books for 
Tecoma Primary School’s Fete in Term 4. We would love donations of children’s          

storybooks and novels, adolescent or adult novels, both fiction and               
non-fiction. If you are cleaning out a bookshelf or child’s room at home, we 

would love to receive your preloved books. 

 

Please drop books off at Mrs Griffiths’ classroom or at the Office. 

Thank you! 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 

 Did our first “Acknowledgement of Country”, done by our School Captains 
 Handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements 
 
Best wishes to all our dads and grandfathers for a glorious Sunday. 
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

Art Show 
Along with our family breakfast we will be holding an Art Show. This will showcase the 
pieces of work Prep to grade 2 students selected from their semester 1 portfolio. The 
Prep’s works will be displayed in the Art room. The works from grades 1 and 2 will be 
displayed in the open area in the 1/2 building. There will also be many displays from our 

Book Week activities located around the school. Please come along and see all our 
amazing creations! 



Words from Mrs Double  

Working With Children’s Check School Policy 
It is always great to have parents, grandparents and other            
volunteers in our school supporting our programs. We have many 
helpers who support in the classrooms, assist with sporting events; 
attend camps and excursions, help in the Reading Room, etc. It is 
school policy that all visitors sign in at the office (when you sign in 
please take a visitor badge so that you can wear it whilst on our 
premises and don’t forget to return your badge when you leave and 
sign yourself out). It is also school policy that all volunteers in our 
school have a valid Working With Children Check. This is mandated and with Working with   
Children’s Checks being free to volunteers, it is an easily accessible and necessary step to     
ensuring our school policy is in place. 
 
The process to receive a Working With Children Check are listed below: 
 
 Fill in an online application from www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 
 Gather your proof of identification documents  
 Lodge your application at a participating Australia Post Retail outlet, taking your proof of 

identity.  If they have the facilities, they will take a photo of you there. 
 
There are no fees for a Volunteer check and it generally takes 3 to 12 weeks. 
 
We regularly distribute notices requesting volunteers to support programs and currently there are 
many ways that you can support our school. All classrooms require helpers in the morning to  
assist with reading and activities which take place during the Literacy block; we have volunteers 
who come in to work individually with student to assist them with their learning; we have          
volunteers who commit 2 hours each week to work in the Reading Room; we have other helpers 
who assist with maths sessions, sport coaching and even a couple of parents who lend a hand 
during Science sessions.  There are many more ways that you can support our school so please 
speak with your child’s classroom teacher if you can support us during these times or beyond 
them. It is important that teaching time is not interrupted so please ensure that you arrange to 
meet with your child’s classroom teacher outside of teaching time so that disruptions to our 
teaching programs can be minimised.                                                                                        
 
HAT TIME IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER: 
I know it’s a bit hard to believe or even think about with this crazy, mixed-up weather but UV  
levels are on the rise so ‘hats on’ time is back!  
When we know about a risk, we need to act on it and from September we know UV levels can be 
risky. 
 
Our school Sunsmart policy clearly states that all children and staff will need to be ready with 
their hats and other sun protection gear from Thursday 1st September, 2016.  
  
From September, 5 things to remember 
 
 Slip on covering clothing. If you can see skin, UV can reach it. 
 Slop on SPF 30+ or higher broad spectrum sunscreen. One application 

isn't enough so set up strategies for reapplication during the day. 
 Slap on a hat that shades the head, face, eyes, ears and neck. 
 Seek shade. 
 Slide on sunglasses if practical. Make sure they are labelled AS 1067. 
  
 



To keep track of daily sun protection times, check out the SunSmart UV Alert widget on  
our school website.  It is at the bottom of our home page. To keep track of the UV  
ratings you can also download the free SunSmart smartphone app or add sunsmart.com.au to 
your web favourites.  
 
If you cannot find your child’s school Sunsmart, wide-brimmed hat, they can be purchased at the 
Uniform shop. 
 
Don’t forget from September 1st we need to wear a hat when we are out in the sun at school. 
 
BUILDING CONFIDENCE: 
Often our children do not have the confidence to try new things.  Below are some ideas from  
Andrew Fuller, a clinical psychologist, who works with many schools and communities in  
Australia and internationally, specialising in the wellbeing of young people and their families. 
 
Confidence is one of the most powerful, and one of the most elusive, qualities that creates  
success in life. Building confidence means that we develop the courage to try out new things. 
Unless we are exceptionally talented, most of us approach new activities with a slight  
apprehension, which is usually followed, by bewilderment and confusion. Our first attempts may 
be feeble but if we persist we often gain a sense of mastery. If, however, someone rescues us 
when we are bewildered we learn that someone else can do what we cannot. This is why  
rescuing children when they are struggling with a new activity is not conducive to building  
confidence. 
 
There are several steps to creating and building confidence in children. 
 
Trust your child - Nothing builds confidence more than trust. One of the best ways of  
communicating your trust is to ask your child for help. Requesting assistance communicates to a 
child that you regard them as capable and competent. Letting your children cook with you can be 
a good place to start. 
 
Live a bold and adventurous life - One of the best ways to develop confidence is to live an  
expansive life in which you do different things, eat new foods, go to strange places, see new 
shows or movies and try out things you wouldn’t usually have a go at. For parents this means 
encouraging adventure and teaching safety along the way. Kids are more durable than we give 
them credit for. 
 
Develop a yes bias – This means developing a personal motto that generally says “why not?” 
For example, if someone says let’s go to the beach, you try to say sure let’s find out a way that 
we could do that.  
 
Trust your own intuition. If you're full of self-doubt, your kids will be too. Practice trusting 
your intuition and hunches and follow them wisely. Don’t fall into the avoidance trap.  
When you avoid something you fear your fear grows. What is avoided looms larger and appears 
more daunting, what is attempted lessens in size. While it might seem like a kindness to help 
people opt out of things they are fearful of doing, mostly it just makes them more fearful. 
 
Andrew Fuller at www.andrewfuller.com.au  
 
Have a fantastic week…build that confidence and start looking for those hats! 
Cheers! 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
“It is not because things are difficult that we do not dare. It is because we do not dare that things 
are difficult.” – Seneca 





OFFICE NEWS  
 

ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the 
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence. 
 

TERM 3 LEVIES MUST BE PAID BEFORE YOUR CHILD/REN ATTEND AN    
EXCURSION. UNFORTUNATELY, WE ARE HAVING TO RING QUITE A FEW 
FAMILIES TO COLLECT PAYMENT ON OR BEFORE THE DAY OF THE         
EXCURSION WHICH IS NOT IDEAL. TERM 3 LEVIES ARE AS FOLLOWS :  
 
Prep    $17 
Grade 1/2  $35 
Grade 3/4  $30 
Grade 5/6  $22 
 
These can be paid through QKR, direct deposit or at the office. If you need to 
set up a payment plan, by all means stop by and have a chat with us girls in 
the office. 
 
Many thanks, 
Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 

HOOPTIME 
Over the past few weeks we have had both our grade 3/4     
students and grade 5/6 students competed at the Knox        
Basketball stadium in Hoop Time Basketball. Over 180          
students from our school participated in a round robin         
competition with the aim of the day being to have fun and   
learn some new skills.  
 

All teams should be very proud of their efforts as they            
displayed very good sportsmanship and represented Tecoma 
P.S. proudly. 
 

I would like to say a big thank-you to all the wonderful          
parents, past students and house captains who assist with 
coaching teams, team managing and scoring on these days. 

OSHC NEWS 

After School Care will be held in the 1/2 Building whilst the Prep, 
Grade 1 & 2 Disco is going on next Friday, September 7th.  



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep C Brodie L Brodie has made such an effort with his reading at both home and 

school. Every day during quiet reading, Brodie reads his books and 
practises his Golden Words. He has been filling in his reading journal 

every day. Your hard work is reflected in your reading Brodie! 

Prep K Saskia K Saskia, the treasure map you made in Maths this week was so full of 
detail and creativity! You added obstacles such as quick water, leeches, a 

super blinding light, monsters, tiger snakes and spiky trees. What 
amazing work Saskia. Well done on always putting in your best effort. 

Prep W James L-K James, you are a bucket filler! You always come up with great ways to 
fill the Prep bucket and the buckets of other people by looking after 

everyone around you. Congratulations!  

Prep Y Indie W Indie you are a compassionate member of our class, always the first to 
offer support to any of your classmates who need a friend or a cuddle. 
Your awareness of the needs of others shows your kind spirit, and we 

love having you in our class. 

1P Sammy M For the tremendous progress Sammy is making in his reading fluency 
and beginning to appreciate more challenging literature. It is 

wonderful to see his enjoyment in listening so attentively to stories 
read in class and participating in the discussions and answering lots of 

questions. AWESOME WORK SAMMY! 

1R Neil B Neil, I have been so impressed with your work habits at school and 
home. Your homework is always beautifully presented and you have 

reached an amazing 200 nights of reading already! Keep up the 
fantastic work Neil. 

1V Nate S Nate, we love the way your attitude to learning is always positive.  
You keep striving and achieve your learning goals. You are a great 

listener. You are curious and ask lots of questions. And best of all, you 
always try your personal best! Keep up your amazing work Nate, you 

are kicking some big goals! 

2L Jasmine E Jasmine has worked hard at building her confidence and resilience. The 
once very shy Jasmine is now confident to present her work in front of 
the class, raises her hand to answer questions and is no longer afraid to 

ask for help. I am so proud of you Jasmine! 

2M Oscar G Oscar has shown great initiative during our coding and Ozobot 
sessions. He is always willing to share his expertise and his passion for 

coding with the class. Great job Oscar!  

3GN Matilda H Matilda has been working very hard to improve her handwriting. She 
now, more often, ensures correct sizing and formation. She has 

embraced the transition to cursive script doing her best to maintain a 
neat and legible style. Well done Matilda. 



GRADE NAME REASON 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

3M Hunter S It is wonderful to see Hunter work his way through the different levels 
in our ‘Times Table Challenge’. He is learning the times tables and this 

is helping him in our Numeracy lessons. Keep up the great              
work Hunter! 

4D Jack C For being a great friend to others and for looking out for his friends. 
Congratulations Jack. 

4D Cody L Cody respects our class and Mr. D. He always tries his best to listen. 
Cody always is an excellent role model for his peers and can be trusted 

to look out for others. Congratulations Cody.  

4V Eve P For trying hard to listen in class discussions. Eve, you have put extra 
effort into listening during our learning time and it’s helping you to 

achieve success. You have been answering more questions and showing 
more of your understanding. Keep it up, Eve! 

4V Lucinda V For growing in the quality of her book responses. Lucinda, you went 
deeper in your thoughts about the book, even using a rhetorical 
question to both reflect and engage the reader. It was also neatly 

presented. Fantastic work, Lucinda! 
5G Jessica P Jessica has worked diligently on her multiculturalism persuasive this 

past week. She has checked her work with her peers and edited and 
revised her work before coming to me. Through all of this hard work, 
Jessica has nearly completed the whole writing piece and is ready to 

publish. Keep persevering in everything you do, Jess! Well done!  

5R Beau E Well done on the effort you put into presenting your experiment at 
the Science Fair, Beau. You explained why no water leaked from the 

plastic bag even though you had pierced the bag with pencils, and why 
you had to do it slowly. I must admit, I was sceptical about it working, 

but you have proven me wrong! 

5R Indigo T Congratulations on the phenomenal effort you put into your 
experiment for the Science Fair. You explained why your experiment 

worked differently than expected, and completed an amazing 
presentation. Plus, you did all this while on holiday in Thailand! Well 
done for going above and beyond Indigo, and always putting your 

learning first! 
6M Ashlee T Ashlee has demonstrated excellent leadership behavior this term. She 

represented Tecoma Primary School in an exceptional way at Hoop 
Time. Ashlee had a wonderful team spirit, encouraging her team mates 
throughout to motivate them and keep the team on their feet. She led 

by example and showed great sportsmanship. Well done Ashlee! 

JAPANESE Oliver O Well done Oliver-kun (Mr. Oliver) for all his practice with writing 19 
different words several times!  Excellent effort!!! 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days: 

Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 










