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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

DATES TO
REMEMBER
AUGUST
Friday 25th
KIDSMATTER DAY
Book Character Dress Up
Mon 28th to Thurs 31st
Grade 5’s Maldon Camp
Wednesday 30th
STEP INTO PREP
Art
1/2’s Drama Toolbox
Incursion

SEPTEMBER
Mon 4th to Wed 6th
Grade 3/4 Phillip Island
Camp
Thursday 7th
District Athletics @ Knox
Monday 11th
Dad’s & Mates Breakfast
Wednesday 13th
STEP INTO PREP
Japanese
Monday 18th
Production Rehearsal Day
- all students go by bus
Performance #1 @ 7PM
Tuesday 19th
Performance #2 @ 7PM

CAMP
My thanks to our grade 6 team for their time and effort in organising
the camp to Maldon last week.
We asked for great weather, we didn’t get it but it wasn’t as wet as
here from all reports.
The children did get to put their Bike Education skills to good use. I
was really pleased with the efforts the children put in, taking on the
long rides, the hilly terrain and the way they encouraged each other
to keep going. The children rode along dirt roads and sometimes on
country roads to destinations such as the old dredge, the CFA
station for a tour, the BMX track, a gold mine, to a reserve for
bushwalking and the railway station where they caught the steam
train from Muckleford back to Maldon.
My thanks to staff Lisa Hoskins-Faul, Deb Langford, Courtney
Gilmore, Anthony Howes and parents Adam Lovell and Chris
O’Brien for your efforts over the 4 days and to your families who did
without you for the week. The grade 5 children go to Derby Hill next
week. Grade 3 camp is the following week. Camps are a wonderful
opportunity for the children to grow in their self esteem, their
independence and their relationships with their peers.
I’m sure there were some tired children on the weekend but some
wonderful stories that were shared.
PRODUCTION
We are getting down to the last few weeks in preparation for our
Whole School Production. Tickets have been on sale for almost a
fortnight and are selling very strongly for both nights. Please
remember, there is a limit of 4 tickets per family……should there be
any left over by the time all families have had the opportunity to
purchase their share, we may have some more for families to
purchase. As rehearsals and preparations continue for the upcoming
school production I am continually reminded as to what a fantastic
learning opportunity this represents for our students. The production
is an important part of the school curriculum and an essential part of
the overall learning journey of each individual student. Being a
successful learner is very much about confidence. Learners who
have the confidence to step out of their comfort zones to try
something new and challenging develop an ever increasing
understanding and appreciation of their own abilities and talents.

I have lost count of the number of times I have seen children who, somewhat hesitant at first,
have genuinely surprised themselves in their ability to perform, whether it is on stage, on the
sports field, as a leader, in a particular subject area or any field of learning. On the stage, it is not
solely about the ability to sing, dance or act. It is also about the willingness to try something new,
to explore an area of learning and achievement previously not considered and to understand that
we are all capable of things we never dreamed of.A production is an excellent example of a
learning activity where students have their own individual challenges and goals while being part
of a very large team and where each individual child’s contribution is essential to the success of
the overall team and program. This is why our expectation is that all students participate on both
nights and contribute to the school production. They may just surprise themselves! We are
looking forward to a wonderful production.
NAPLAN
On Tuesday last week, all school Principals were able to download the 2017 NAPLAN results for
their school. As you could imagine there are an enormous amount of reports that we, the staff
can look at and interpret. We are able to look at data that enables us to investigate results from
individual students, class cohorts, relative growth charts and whole year levels. We can also
access reports that show Five Year Trends in all areas of Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar &
Punctuation and Numeracy.
As a staff we spend many hours looking at this data and having conversations about our results
to ensure we are creating the best possible learning environment for our students.
Today all families with students in Years 3 & 5 will receive their individual reports in a sealed
envelope addressed to the parents. Inside this envelope will be the actual results, a brochure that
will help explain to parents how to interpret the results and an accompanying letter from me.
As families receive these results it’s important to place the test in the perspective of it being one
test in many years of schooling. I have this message for all students who sat NAPLAN this year:
Dear Year 3 and 5 students,
Soon you will receive your NAPLAN test results. Before you look at your result, there is
something very important for you to know.
This test does not assess all of what makes each of you exceptional and unique.
The people and computers that score these tests don't know that some of you love to sing, are
good at drawing or can teach others how to use a computer program.
They have not seen the way that some of you can dance with grace or speak confidently to a
large group.
They do not know that you participate in sports, help your mum and dad or that you play well with
your little sister, brother or cousins.
They do not know that you are caring and thoughtful and that every day you do your best.
These attributes cannot be tested.
The scores you get from this test will tell you how you did on that day, but they will not tell you
everything. They can't tell you that you have improved on something you once found difficult.
They can't tell you that you brighten up your teacher's day. They can't tell you how special you
are.
So this is one test of many, some results will be great and others not so. Remember that there is
no one way to 'test' all of the things that make you special.
Our children are very special and capable in so many different ways.
Following on from this I thought the following was useful information when receiving results such
as NAPLAN or for that matter any type of assessment:
Benchmarking children’s progress with that of other children is not a wise parenting
strategy. Inevitably, it will lead to parent frustration as there will always be a child who performs
better than your own on any scale you use.

Have you ever compared your child’s behaviour, academic progress or social skills with a sibling
or your friend’s children?
Comparing your child with others is a stress-inducing and, ultimately, useless activity.
But it’s hard to resist, as we tend to assess our progress in any area of life by checking out how
we compare with our peers.
When you were a child in school you probably compared yourself to your schoolmates. Your
teachers may not have graded you, but you knew who the smart kids were and where you ranked
in the pecking order.
Now that you have kids of your own, do you still keep an eye on your peers? Do you use the
progress and behaviour of their kids as benchmarks to help you assess your own performance as
well as your child’s progress? Or perhaps you compare your child to yourself at the same age?
Benchmarking children’s progress with that of other children is not a wise parenting strategy.
Inevitably, it will lead to parent frustration as there will always be a child who performs better than
your own on any scale you use.

Children develop at their own rates
Each child has his or her own developmental clock, which is nearly impossible to alter. There are
slow bloomers, early developers, bright sparks and steady-as-you-go kids in every classroom.
The slow bloomers can cause the most concern for parents who habitually compare children to
siblings, their friends’ kids and even themselves when they were in school.
The trick is to focus on your child’s improvement and effort and use your child’s results as the
benchmark for his or her progress and development. “Your spelling is better today than it was a
few months ago” is a better measure of progress than “Your spelling is the best in the class!”
At Tecoma, we concentrate on the “relative growth” of your child’s learning. Essentially where
did they begin the school year in their level of understanding across many areas and where did
they finish? Your mid year report shows progress to date- the goal for all children is to have at
least 12 months growth each year. It is the teacher’s responsibility to ensure that all children are
challenged to continuously increase and develop their understandings.
Avoid linking your parenting self-esteem to your child’s performance
As a parent you should take pride in your children’s performance at school, in sport or their
leisure activities. Seeing your child do well is one of the unsung pleasures of parenting. You
should also celebrate their achievements and milestones.
However, you shouldn’t have too much personal stake in your children’s success or milestones,
as this close association makes it hard to separate yourself from them. It may also lead to
excessive parental pressure for kids to do well for the wrong reasons – to please you!
The maxim “You are not your child” is a challenging but essential parental concept to live by.
Doing so takes real maturity and altruism, but it is the absolute foundation of that powerful thing
known as “unconditional love”.
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
110 families recently received a letter relating to our annual Parent Opinion Survey (with these
families randomly selected via computer). Feedback collected from the survey is extremely useful
to all of the staff at Tecoma as it provides detailed information about how the school is working to
achieve the best outcomes for you and your child. The survey is completely confidential and
feedback is collated offsite by a DET company. The feedback provided may be used to inform
our forward planning and budgeting. If you did receive the letter, please take the time to complete
the survey before August 27th.

As we say to our students when completing surveys, please be honest and constructive. Our
community’s input is important so that we know what is working well and where we can focus our
efforts moving forward. Whilst we are rightly proud of our school and must acknowledge our
many achievements, we also believe in a growth mindset and look for continual improvement. If
you have any ideas or specific feedback, please ring, see me in person or email via
tecoma.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
STAFF OPINION SURVEY
Next month staff will complete this survey anonymously online. Opinion is collected from all staff
each year in the core module of School Climate, with this year’s mandatory module Teaching &
Learning. Valuing staff input, an invitation will be made to complete the additional modules of
Professional Learning and Staff Safety and Wellbeing, enabling tracking of data to inform next
year’s School Review.
DADS MATES BREAKFAST
A reminder…….students of Tecoma Primary School are invited on Monday, September 11, 2017
to bring their dad, grandfather, uncle or significant person in their life to have a delicious
breakfast.
In previous years, we have run it the day after Father’s Day. However, we have 2 weeks of
school camps and then the following week school production so we were limited with Monday
morning options. We are aware that this is not an RDO for the building sector that we have
managed to land on in previous years. We hope that too many aren’t inconvenienced.
In answering a question we always receive; yes of course if dad can’t make it, mum can come
instead!
Breakfast served from 7:30am onwards.
Hope to see you there.
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
Just a reminder to all the children entered in the Premier’s Reading Challenge; you only have 2
weeks to meet the challenge. You will need to have all the books entered before we do the
verification so hop to it kids!
BOOK WEEK – 25TH AUGUST
Book will be celebrated tomorrow, Friday 25th August. Students can dress as their favourite book
character. Look forward to seeing who your favourite character is kids!
Speaking of a love of books, when reading with your child, there are a number of things that you
can do to help develop your child’s understanding of the text .
These questions can help your child share their understandings of the text they have read and
provide you with an insight into their thinking.
Who is the main character?
What was the setting?
What was the problem in the story and how was it solved?
What do you predict will happen next in the story?
Why do you think the author chose the title for the story?
Do you like the title of the story? Why or why not?
Can you think of a different title for the story?
Which character from the story would you chose to be your friend? Why?
What part of the story was the most exciting? Why
Did you like the end? Why or why not?

‘HOW WAS SCHOOL TODAY?’ ‘GOOD!’

Talking to your child after a busy day at school can feel a little one-sided with the one
word answers parents sometimes receive (I know I always do!). Here are some questions
you can ask to get the conversation flowing:











Tell me the funniest thing that happened to you today.
What did you do today that made you proud?
Who did you play with today?
What games did you play with your friends?
What did you learn about that you found interesting?
What was the best part about today?
What happened today that you wish you could have changed?
What did you learn today that you did not know before?
What was the most boring thing that happened today?
Why are you looking forward to going to school tomorrow?

The conversations you have with your child do not to always need to be about school. Just
talking to your child can help with their language and listening skills. You can discuss what you
did that day, the plan for dinner or even something interesting you heard on the radio.
Sharing family stories and histories helps your child build a sense of connection, culture and
belonging.
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE:





handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards
welcomed back and thanked the grade 6 students, staff and parents who attended the camp
at Derby Hill, Maldon last week.
handed out the remaining results in the ICAS Spelling and Writing Competition
reminded everyone that next Friday is book character day.

See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

MISSING BOMBER JACKETS!!
We can not stress enough to check your
child’s jumper often to ensure that their
name is on the inside. Too many parents
are buying multiple jumpers as they are
not able to find their named items in
Lost Property. Students tend to grab the
nearest jumper and put it on!! Thanks
for your help with this matter.

SECOND HAND BRAS NEEDED!!
THESE WILL BE DONATED TO THE WOMEN OF THE
SOLOMON ISLANDS
You may have noticed the ‘Bra Bin’ located in the foyer of the school
office. One of our amazing parents collects second hand bras to be
sent to the Solomon Islands each year. If you have any used bras
that you want to get rid of, please pop them into the bin. Thanks.

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS
Violin

Drums
Jordan Scotney

0408 881 395

Guitar

Lore Burns

0431 224 262

Singing

Juan Aravena

0402 688 836

Rochelle (please ring Jordan for more information)

Piano
Amanda Collins

0478 166 709

Earn 2 bonus stickers when you purchase any products from
participating brands until August 22nd!
Participating brands include Airwick, Australia's Own, Bega, Cold
Power, Finish, Mr Kipling, Nature's Way, Tamar Valley, Uncle Tobys,
Vanish and Yumis. Please keep those stickers coming in, EVERY
sticker counts! The more stickers we earn, the more resources we can
purchase. Don't forget you can leave stickers in our boxes at Woolworths Belgrave and
Ferntree Gully or at school. Thank you for your continued support.
Kath & Megan

UNIFORM SHOP

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the
following days:
Tuesday Morning
Wednesday Afternoon

8:45am to 9:15am
3:15pm to 3:45pm

OFFICE NEWS


Grade 3/4 Camp Forms have been sent home. Grade 5 Camp forms and payment are due
back today, Thursday, the 24th. Camp costs are as follows:
Grade 3/4

$245

Grade 5

$325

Please note: If you chose to pay the $50 camp deposit at the beginning of the year, you
will need to subtract this from above total. If you are unsure whether you paid the
deposit, please see us in the office.


Term 3 Levies have gone out and the costs are as follows:
Prep
Grade 1/2
Grade 3/4
Grade 5
Grade 6




$15
$22
NO COST
$25
$10

Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone.
Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz.

Many thanks,
Heather, Karin and Anthea

PRODUCTION NEWS
With less than four weeks till show time, rehearsals are progressing nicely!!
An important date for your diaries.
Friday 1st September is DRESS REHEARSAL at school. PLEASE make sure all of your child’s
costume that you have been asked to provide is at school by that date. As it is the Friday after
Grade 5 camp, may I suggest that if your child is going on camp that their costumes be at school
by this Friday, 25th August.
Thank you to our group of mums and grandmas who have done sewing for us. It has been
greatly appreciated.

Grade 3 and 4’s will be having their group photos on Friday the 1st before they go on camp and
the remaining grades in the following week. These photos will be on display at the production
and for purchase if you would like copies.
Tickets are selling well. Make sure you don’t miss out!
Productions like these are a fabulous community event, it has been great watching the children
rehearse and grow together. To everyone who has helped in anyway, a huge THANK YOU from
me.
Regards,
Sally Connell.

WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE
Child Safe Standards
Thank you to those of you (mums and dads, grandparents, aunts and uncles) who are involved
with the school who have returned your signed Child Safety Code of Conduct forms and have
given us a copy of your WWCC cards.
For those of you who have not done so yet, forms are available on our website and from the
lovely ladies at the office.
If you have any questions or are not sure as to what to do, please pop into the office and see
either Rohan or myself.
We thank you in advance for helping us to ensure our school is compliant with the Child Safe
Standards and that we still have our fantastic parents helpers being an active part of our school.
HAT TIME IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER:
I know it’s a bit hard to believe or even think about with this crazy, mixed-up weather but UV
levels are on the rise so ‘hats on’ time is back!
When we know about a risk, we need to act on it and from September we know UV levels can
be risky.
Our school Sunsmart policy clearly states that all children and staff will need to be ready with
their hats and other sun protection gear from Thursday 1 st September, 2016.
From September, 5 things to remember
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Slip on covering clothing. If you can see skin, UV can
reach it.
Slop on SPF 30+ or higher broad spectrum sunscreen.
One application isn't enough so set up strategies for
reapplication during the day.
Slap on a hat that shades the head, face, eyes, ears and
neck.
Seek shade.
Slide on sunglasses if practical. Make sure they are
labelled AS 1067.

To keep track of daily sun protection times, check out the
SunSmart UV Alert widget on our school website. It is at the
bottom of our home page. To keep track of the UV ratings you
can also download the free SunSmart smartphone app or add
sunsmart.com.au to your web favourites.
If you cannot find your child’s school Sunsmart, wide-brimmed hat, they can be purchased at the
Uniform shop.
Don’t forget from September 1st we need to wear a hat when we are out in the sun at school.
BUILDING CONFIDENCE:
Often our children do not have the confidence to try new things. Below are some ideas from
Andrew Fuller, a clinical psychologist, who works with many schools and communities in
Australia and internationally, specialising in the wellbeing of young people and their families.

Confidence is one of the most powerful, and one of the most elusive, qualities that creates
success in life. Building confidence means that we develop the courage to try out new things.
Unless we are exceptionally talented, most of us approach new activities with a slight
apprehension, which is usually followed, by bewilderment and confusion. Our first attempts may
be feeble but if we persist we often gain a sense of mastery. If, however, someone rescues us
when we are bewildered we learn that someone else can do what we cannot. This is why
rescuing children when they are struggling with a new activity is not conducive to building
confidence.
There are several steps to creating and building confidence in children.
Trust your child - Nothing builds confidence more than trust. One of the best ways of
communicating your trust is to ask your child for help. Requesting assistance communicates to a
child that you regard them as capable and competent. Letting your children cook with you can be
a good place to start.
Live a bold and adventurous life - One of the best ways to develop confidence is to live an
expansive life in which you do different things, eat new foods, go to strange places, see new
shows or movies and try out things you wouldn’t usually have a go at. For parents this means
encouraging adventure and teaching safety along the way. Kids are more durable than we give
them credit for.
Develop a yes bias - This means developing a personal motto that generally says “why not?”
For example, if someone says let’s go to the beach, you try to say sure let’s find out a way that
we could do that.
Trust your own intuition. If you're full of self-doubt, your kids will be too. Practice trusting
your intuition and hunches and follow them wisely. Don’t fall into the avoidance trap.
When you avoid something you fear your fear grows. What is avoided looms larger and appears
more daunting, what is attempted lessens in size. While it might seem like a kindness to help
people opt out of things they are fearful of doing, mostly it just makes them more fearful.

Andrew Fuller at www.andrewfuller.com.au
Try working at building some confidence in your children this week…in readiness for our
upcoming middle and senior school camps and our whole school production which are all taking
place in the coming weeks.
Have a fantastic week…build that confidence and start looking for those hats!
Cheers!
Di Double
Quote of the week:
“It is not because things are difficult that we do not dare. It is because we do not dare that things
are difficult.” – Seneca

CHOIR NEWS

Our choir has been rehearsing once a month with children from Belgrave South Primary and
people from the Dandenong Ranges Music Council for a special performance in the city at the
Federation Bells, on Thursday 21st September. This is World Peace Day. The choir children will
be singing along with children from Belgrave South, Kallista and The Patch Primary and adults
from Community Choirs. Details to follow shortly but I will be asking for parent helpers on the
day. I can inform you we will be travelling by train to and from the city for the performance. If you
are able to help please let me know and I can forward the details to you as I receive them.
Yours in Music,
Sally Connell

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

James B

Thank you for always offering to help out in the classroom James.
Whether it is assisting your classmates with work or to clean up the room,
we always appreciate your generosity. Well done James!

Prep S

Hunter S

For achieving his goal of learning to read the Golden Words. Hunter
achieved this within one week of setting the goal.

Prep W

Zoe G

Zoe’s confidence with writing tasks has improved so much this term! Zoe,
it is fantastic to see you having a go at everything and trying your absolute
best during writing time. Congratulations, keep up the excellent effort!

1P

Willow F

For the brilliant progress Willow is making in her reading of chapter books
and obviously enjoying them very much. Keep reading Willow, it’s a
wonderful way to experience the world.
Super, Super, Awesome!

1R

Callum H

1V

Isobel V

For writing a fantastic rebus poem about tigers. Callum, you worked
independently and stayed on task the whole time. Your writing and
illustrations were outstanding. You should be very proud of yourself,
well done!
For writing a very creative Cinquain poem about Kittens.
Your poem is very descriptive with good use of adjectives to make it
interesting and you illustrated and presented it beautifully Isobel!

1V

Mani C-D

2C

Ben L-K

2N

Millie V

You are working so hard at all your learning tasks. Millie, you are making
great progress. I am also impressed that you did so well on this week's
crossword puzzle.

3W

Sonny S-L

4D

Ethan S

Sonny worked really well. He was focused and worked very hard in reading
groups, clarified the task and completed full sentences. He also improved
in the Times Tables Challenge every day we did it. Fantastic week of
work Sonny.
For working extremely hard to understand how to apply and use formulas
when finding the area of 2D shapes. Congratulations Ethan.

4D

Olivia C

For successfully sharing her knowledge and expertise of perimeter and area
with her fellow classmates. Congratulations Olivia.

4V

Laila B

For always being such a kind and caring member of our classroom! Laila,
you are always willing to help others and assist them in their learning.
Thanks for brightening up our classroom!

For your creative alliteration and acrostic poems.
Mani you used wonderful adjectives in your writing to complete your
poems and you also worked very hard on your presentation to achieve
your personal best!
Ben made a wonderful PowerPoint presentation about his holiday to
Sydney. His presentation included lots of interesting photos and was very
colourful. 2C love watching Ben present because he is so confident and
engaging. Well done Ben!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

4V

Emily H

5G

Allegra C

6F

Blake F

6F

Charli S

6F

Dakota J

6L

Asha D

6L

Dylan S

For her original idea of a honeymoon canoe when exploring different
kinds of Indigenous transport. Emily, your canoe was creatively made out
of bark and petals and even though it did not float in the end, it was still a
brilliant idea! Well done!
You are a dedicated learner Allegra. It is lovely to see you prepared to
learn in every lesson. You are really challenging yourself and this is
reflected in the high quality of your finished pieces. Keep up the brilliant
attitude Allegra. Well done!
Blake, what a wonderful camper you were at Maldon. You were friendly
and courteous to all, you gave each day’s activities everything you’ve got
and literally got back up when knocked down (in Bubble Soccer). Thanks
for being a great camper!
Charli, I love watching you put your best foot forward in everything you
do. You are such a hard worker, always keen to churn out your very best
work, asking appropriate questions to help your learning grow. I love
seeing you achieve your best!
Dakota, I loved how encouraging you were to all your fellow camp mates
during our week at Maldon. You gave each activity your very best and
made sure everyone else was enjoying themselves and helped them
(especially me)! Thank you.
While on camp Asha tended to be a little accident prone. However, she
carried on enjoying all that camp had to offer without complaint. She
conducted herself in a respectful and friendly manner at all times. You are
a fantastic role model Asha!
While on Camp Dylan was a fantastic role model for our school showing
respect and integrity to fellow students, teachers and camp staff. He gave
everything a go and mastered the long ride with determination and a smile
on his face. Well done Dylan!

JAPANESE

Amali K

Amali-san (Ms. Amali) has always been helpful and respectful of others
and the teacher.
すばらしい！(Subarashii! : Fantastic!)

READING ROOM HELPERS
NEEDED

The Reading Room is in need of 2
permanent helpers on Wednesday
mornings starting next term. If you
are available to help out, please see Abbey
or swing by the school office. Thanks!

Tecoma Primary School Parent Network are excited to announce another
social event has been booked…MINUTE TO WIN IT
Are you cool, calm and skilful enough to complete these challenges in under 60 seconds?
Each challenge uses household items like tissues, spoons, plastic cups and straws and
whilst they seem easy you will be surprised how the audience gets going as the official
clock ticks down. Challenges only get tougher as the game show continues and teams
will need to strategically plan which contestants they will save for last as everyone must
have a go! You will be sitting on the edge of your chair right up until the end as teams
battle it out in this suspense filled entertaining event.
Saturday 21st October @ 7pm
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET
Each table will be allocated a team colour - Dressing in that colour is also encouraged!!
Tickets on Sale NOW in the office….if you missed Bogan Bingo in 2016 - whatever you do
don’t miss this event.

