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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

AUGUST 

Friday 11th 
GR 6 LEADERSHIP 

PHOTOS  
 

Tues 15th - Fri 18th 
Year 6’s Maldon Camp 

 
Wednesday 16th 
STEP INTO PREP 

Phys Ed 
 

Thursday 24th 
Father’s Day Stall 

 
Friday 25th 

KIDSMATTER DAY 
Book Character Dress Up 

 
Mon 28th to Thurs 31st 
Grade 5’s Maldon Camp 

 
Wednesday 30th 
STEP INTO PREP 

Art 
1/2’s Drama Toolbox 

Incursion 
 

SEPTEMBER 

Mon 4th to Wed 6th 
Grade 3/4 Phillip Island 

Camp 
 

Thursday 7th 
District Athletics @ Knox 

 

 

DADS MATES BREAKFAST 
Students of Tecoma Primary School are invited on Monday 
September 11, 2017 to bring their dad, grandfather, uncle or 
significant person in their life to have a delicious breakfast.  
In previous years, we have run it the day after Father’s Day. 
However, we have 2 weeks of school camp and then the following 
week school production, so we were limited with Monday morning 
options. We are aware that this is not an RDO for the building sector 
that we have managed to land on in previous years. We hope that 
too many aren’t inconvenienced.  
In answering a question we always receive; yes of course if dad 
can’t make it, mum can come instead! 
Breakfast served from 7:30am onwards.  
Hope to see you there. 
 
CAMPING SEASON AT TECOMA 
Over the next 5 weeks, all of our grade 3-6 children will be heading 
off on school camp. 
Camp gives the children the opportunity to step outside of their 
comfort zone, to develop their independence while also taking on 
challenges they would not be asked to overcome in their everyday 
lives. They also develop social skills, learning to give, take and show 
initiative in working together for a common cause.  
The grade 6 children head off next week to Derby Hill Blue Light 
Camp at Maldon where they put their Bike Education skills to good 
use. The children ride to different destinations, sometimes along dirt 
roads, sometimes on country roads to destinations such as the old 
dredge, the CFA station for a tour, the BMX track, a gold mine and 
the railway station where they catch the steam train from Muckleford 
back to Maldon.  
The grade 5 children also go from August 28 to August 31 to Derby 
Hill. Unfortunately, the camp does not have the capacity to take the 
107 children plus staff and parents in our grade 5/6 level. Hence 
why the grades 5 and 6 are going separately for the first time. 
The grade 3/4 children head to Phillip Island from September 4 to 6 
where they have a range of activities based on site but also head off 
to see what Phillip Island has to offer. 
Taking 208 children away on camps over the next 5 weeks is a 
massive undertaking and I would like to acknowledge the efforts of 
our camp co-ordinators, our staff and volunteer parents who attend.  



Camps are a 24/7 undertaking, some children need attending through the night, others struggle 
to sleep, others wake early and of course there is the full day of activities that starts from the time 
the children get up until the children are put to bed. Children can only get to go if the adults taking 
them are prepared to leave their own families for the week. So in advance, I thank all adults (staff 
and parent volunteers) and their families for you giving your time to take the children.   
You as parents can, in the lead up to camp, prepare the children by having the kids pack their 
own bags, clean up their own room (good luck!), clear the table and even put away their own 
clothes after washing….all things they will be doing on camp. Work through the clothing list       
together, how to get the sleeping bag back into the bag. Have your children named all the clothes 
they will be taking to ensure they all come back to the rightful owner? 
Talk about your own positive experiences on school camp, where you went, what you did, the  
opportunities the children are having now that you didn’t get to do yourself.  
If you can avoid regularly doing things for your child/children that they can do for themselves, the 
skills they require leading to independence will develop and flourish. 
Hopefully school camp can be a further step in this process. 
A reminder that under the new parent payment policy guidelines, school camps are optional and 
therefore must be paid in full, prior to the children attending.  
 
PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 
Just a reminder to all the children entered in the Premiers Reading Challenge; you only have 3 
weeks to meet the challenge. You will need to have all the books entered before we do the      
verification so hop to it kids! 
 
SOCIAL SKILLS FOR CHILDREN 
School brings different types of learning, including social interactions and how to make friends. 
Parents can lay the foundations at home by teaching their kids these 7 important social skills. 
 
Children who are able to form friendships when they start school are happier at school and also 
learn better. More significantly, positive friendships have long-term implications for social and  
indirectly academic success. Friendship skills are generally developmental, but they don’t        
develop in isolation. Kids acquire these skills when they play with their siblings and interact with 
children and adults outside their family.  Today’s children grow up with fewer siblings, fewer     
opportunities for unstructured play and less freedom to explore friendships than children of even 
ten years ago. 
Parents can help kids develop important social competencies by teaching them sociable          
behaviours at home, being good role models and providing opportunities for kids to play with 
each other in a variety of situations. 
  
Here are 7 important social skills to help children to develop: 
  
1. Ask for what you want 
Help children ask for what they want. It means they don’t throw tantrums, whinge, and sulk or  
expect parents to guess what’s on their minds. While we need to be patient with toddlers, we 
need also to give older children the chance and opportunity to ask for what they want. Sometimes 
we need to ignore shrugs and grunts and expect them to articulate their wishes. This is the basis 
of civil behaviour, as well as a basic human skill. 
 
2. Good manners 
Teach kids good manners, in particular the three ‘power words’. These words are very            
persuasive because they have a way of breaking down barriers and people’s defences. These 
three words are: your name; please; thanks. These terms are the basis of good manners and 
when used, will increase the likelihood of getting what you want. 
  
3. Sharing 
Sharing is a basic social skill. Developmentally, very young children like to keep their              
possessions themselves. As they get older and move into Pre School and beyond the notion of 
sharing becomes a pre-requisite for playing with and forming relationships with others.   



Other children like to play and be with those who share their time, possessions and space with 
them. Sharing is the start of empathy as it shows sensitivity to other people’s feelings.  
 
4. Holding a conversation 
Holding conversations with others is a lifetime friendship skill. Conversations require                
self-disclosure, which can be challenging for some children. Good conversationalists give of 
themselves, but also take an interest in the person they are talking to. Many children forget that 
good conversations are two-way events, and tend to focus solely on themselves.  
Children within conversations need to learn to ask good or interesting questions; to take turns 
when speaking and to show you are listening by making eye contact and not interrupting. 
  
5. Winning and losing well 
Kids need to learn to win without rubbing others noses in it, and lose gracefully without throwing 
tantrums and making excuses. Wanting to win is natural, but they need to do so in a way that 
they maintain a relationship with other players so they will play again. Losing may make kids feel 
bad, but kids need to control their negative feelings so that others will play with them again. 
  
6. Approaching and joining a group 
The ability to approach strangers in social situations is valuable skill that opens up many doors, 
both friendship–wise and business-wise. These skills can be learned and practised during     
childhood, so that it becomes second nature in adulthood. 
       
7. Handling fights and disagreements 
Disagreements happen in families and among friends. The key is to make sure disagreements 
don’t lead to the breakdown of friendships. It’s important to get across to kids that having an    
argument or disagreement doesn’t mean that a friendship is over. Strong friendships, like strong 
family relationships, withstand disagreements. In fact, they only serve to strengthen friendships. 
  
The results of a number of studies indicate that children can be taught friendships skills. The 
strategies are simple and revolve around teaching children a range of friendly behaviours such 
as: talking with others while playing, showing an interest in others, smiling, offering help and    
encouragement when needed, a willingness to share and learning how to enter a game or social 
situation. 
  
As parents we often focus on the development of children’s academic skills and quite easily     
neglect the development of important social skills, which contribute so much to children’s        
happiness and wellbeing. 
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Ella B in 6L for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Ella was here at 9 o’clock 
when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Ella. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 welcomed our 5 Japanese visitors to the school 
 received the Boys Upwey Volleyball Cup challenge for the third time straight after narrowly 

winning the final by 1 point 
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements including one student (Amber) who had a 

massive trophy for swimming and a girl (Eva) who kicked a goal on Friday night at the 
MCG……not many can say they have done that! 

 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 



UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 
 
  Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 
  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 
  

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 
Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

Thank you to everyone who has been supporting our school by         
collecting Earn & Learn stickers from Woolworths. Woolworths stores 
in Belgrave and Ferntree Gully both have sticker boxes in front of the    
registers. You can pop your stickers straight into these. Our boxes are 
easy to spot as they have a photo of the school on them. We also 
have a box outside the office at school. Please keep those stickers 
coming in! Every sticker counts! Thanks, Kath & Megan 

SUPER SANTA TEDDY  
FOUND IN HALL 

This lovely teddy was found in 
our hall last term. I’m afraid his 
owner has yet to claim him. If 
you are missing a cuddly teddy 
with a black cape & Santa hat, 
please collect him from the 
school office. He is starting to 
get lonely. 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Grade 5/6 and 3/4 Camp Forms have been sent home. Grade 6 Camp forms and payment 
were due back yesterday, Thursday, the 10th. Camp costs are as follows: 

  Grade 3/4 $245 

  Grade 5/6 $325 

Please note: If you chose to pay the $50 camp deposit at the beginning of the year, you 
will need to subtract this from above total. If you are unsure whether you paid the          

deposit, please see us in the office. 

 Term 3 Levies went out this week. Costs are as follows: 

  Prep  $15 
  Grade 1/2 $22 
  Grade 3/4 NO COST 
  Grade 5 $25 
  Grade 6 $10 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and 
Wednesday afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order 
via Qkr or phone. 

 Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and 
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz. 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 







STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Mya C You have been such a star performer in our production practices every day 
this week. You remember all of the actions and sing with a big smile on 

your face. Well done Mya! 

Prep M Neil B Neil worked so hard learning the ‘friends of ten’ facts in Maths. The 
determination and concentration you showed are the qualities that will set 

you up to be a lifelong learner. Great work Neil! 

Prep M Sammy M Sammy has been working hard to use WOW words to make his writing 
more interesting. Sammy changed the sentence, “The dog sat on the log”, 
to “The giant dog sat on the massive log”. Keep it up Sammy, your writing 

is great to read! 
Prep W Olivia V Olivia tried really hard when completing a writing task last week. She used 

her knowledge of sounds and letters to spell her words and write a whole 
sentence. Congratulations Olivia!  

1R Tahlea B Well done Tahlea on making such fantastic choices for your learning and 
being so brave every morning when saying goodbye to Mum and Dad. I 
am so proud of you and its been fantastic to see you try your personal 

best. Well done! 

1V Akira G For achieving 50 nights of home reading! Well done on your effort with 
aiming to read each night Akira! Keep up the wonderful enthusiasm      

and hard work. 

1V Josh M For achieving 100 nights of home reading! You should be proud of your 
efforts, Josh. Keep up the wonderful enthusiasm and hard work!  

2N Nayara N Nayara has thought deeply and written a wonderful Haiku poem which 
tells a haunting story. 

Autumn 
Brown, orange and red. 

Leaves rustling in the trees. 
Fall delicately. 

Great work Nayara. 
2N Alfie W Alfie has thought deeply and written a wonderful Haiku poem which tells a 

haunting story. 
fire 

Heat burns cool forests. 
Trees blacken and die slowly. 

Flames, fading away. 
Great work Alfie. 

2N Alex O Alex has thought deeply and written a wonderful Haiku poem. 
Turtles 

Happy, swimming, free. 
Protected and very shy. 

Peaceful, easy life. 
Great work Alex. 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

2R Matilda H Matilda, you have made an amazing start to your book of poems, writing 
each one neatly and including wonderful illustrations.  I can’t wait to see 

the finished product! 
2R Ryder B Ryder, I love how you portrayed the Troll in your puppet theatre 

presentation of The Three Billy Goats Gruff.  You changed your voice to 
suit the character and read your part very convincingly.  I certainly 

wouldn’t want to cross your bridge! 

3GP Madison S Madison has embraced the idea of selecting books to read, which offer her 
a greater challenge. Well done Maddie, keep it up! 

3W Callan B Callan is our quiet achiever who settles to work every day and always tries 
his hardest.  This is a great attitude Callan and I love listening to you read 

with so much enthusiasm in the morning.  Well done ! 

4D Amali K Amali is to be commended on the wonderful attitude and effort she 
applies to all aspects of her school work. Congratulations Amali.  

4D Rhy C Rhy has returned from holidays switched on and ready to go! He has done 
a fabulous job recalling his spelling words and creating his own aboriginal 

dreamtime story. Congratulations Rhy.  

4V Maya H For the creation of her dreamtime story, ‘How the sun got its flames’. 
Maya used original ideas and interesting language to engage the reader. I 

can’t wait to hear how it ends Maya, great job! 

4V Dylan M For presenting a wonderful slideshow about Neal Pearson. You researched 
interesting facts, and your slideshow was creatively presented. You have put 

your best effort into this presentation, amazing job Dylan! 

5G Noah G You were so focussed during our persuasive writing session Noah, it was 
wonderful. You produced a great response about the television remote, 

thinking carefully about your vocabulary to persuade the reader.               
A great effort, well done! 

5M Lauren  In everything she does, Lauren always gives her best efforts. Whether that 
be for the football team or in the class, she gives an amazing level of 

energy which helps to enthuse others. Lauren, your work is always to a 
really high standard and you continue to look for those next steps in your 

learning. You’re a highly valued member of our class.  

6F Lucy H Lucy, your wonderful smile and cheery disposition makes each day a 
pleasure in the 6F classroom. I love the way you look on the bright side of 

all situations, are a wonderful and caring friend and a responsible role 
model in the Junior School Council. Thank you for being YOU!! 

6F Levi Y Levi, I have loved watching you so entrenched by the book series “The 
Secrets of The Immortal Nicholas Flamel”. You have managed to smash 
through the entire series and have encouraged me to keep reading it as 

well. Thank you for being so passionate about reading! 



6L Bella H Bella is a very thoughtful and helpful student who takes her leadership role 
seriously. She is honest, reliable and puts a great deal of thought and effort 

into everything she does. It is truly a pleasure to have you in my grade. 

JAPANESE Emily C It has been less than two years since Emily-san (Ms.Emily) has started 
learning Japanese, but she is already a master of Hiragana letters and 

Japanese sentences!  すごい！(Sugoi! : Great effort!) 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

READING ROOM HELPERS NEEDED 

The Reading Room is in need of an extra helper 
for Friday mornings until the first week in  

September. If you are available to help out, 
please see Abbey or swing by the school office. 

Thanks! 

SECOND HAND BRAS NEEDED!! 

THESE WILL BE DONATED TO THE 
WOMEN OF THE                   

SOLOMON ISLANDS 

You may have noticed the ‘Bra Bin’ located in 
the foyer of the school office. One of our 

amazing parents collects second hand bras to 
be sent to the Solomon Islands each year. If 

you have any used bras that you want to get rid 
of, please pop them into the bin. Thanks. 

PRODUCTION NEWS 
 

Thank you to all that offered their lovely sewing skills. We 
have received plenty of helpers at this point.  
 
Those families still looking for white collared short sleeve 
shirts, they are available at Best and Less. Dress Rehearsal is September 1st 
at SCHOOL. All class costumes will be required by this date. Any questions, 
please ask your classroom teacher. 
 
Thanks in advance, 
Sally Connell 














