
2nd August,  2018 

FROM THE  PRINCIPAL 

TECOMA TIMES 
Tecoma Primary School Newsletter 

1536 Burwood Highway,  

 Tecoma  VIC  3160     

 Tel: 9754 2354 Fax: 9754 2049 

Email: tecoma.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.tecomaps.vic.edu.au 

Principal : Rohan Thompson 

Assistant Principal: Di Double 

DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
 

AUGUST 
 

Thursday 9th 
Grade 3/4 HOOPTIME 
Knox Stadium - only 
participating students 

 
Friday 10th 

KidsMatter Day 
 

Wednesday 15th 
STEP INTO PREP 

PE 
 

Thursday 16th 
Grade 3 Melbourne 

Walking History Tour/ 
Grade 1/2 Old Gipps 

Town Excursion 
 

Friday 17th 
Grade 4 Melbourne 

Walking History Tour 
 

Tuesday 21st 
Parent Network Meeting 

 
Wednesday 22nd 

Choir - State School 
Spectacular Rehearsal @ 

Town Hall  
(participating students 

only) 
Grade 5/6 HOOPTIME 

Knox Stadium (only 
participating students) 

 
 

100 DAYS OF PREP 
Well done to our Preps who raise the bat for 100 days of Prep today, 
which is a significant achievement. I know the teachers have a few 
activities planned around the number 100, plus the use of some 
technology to show what they might look like should they get to 100! 
It promises to be a fun day. Well done Preps!!! 
 
PREP TRANSITION 
We had 58 children attend the second session of 2019 Prep 
Transition on Wednesday. The children were taken off to music 
where our little maestros sang, danced and played some 
instruments.  
A reminder to parents attending Step into Prep, please don’t use the 
Kinder carpark as your base to bring the children in. When your child 
comes to Step into Prep, they aren’t kinder kids anymore for that 50 
minutes, as scary as that might seem! It’s a good chance for the 
children to get used to coming into the school from where they will 
enter the school next year. Practice makes perfect and having the 
children practice their routine will make next year that much 
smoother. 
 
BASKETBALL BACKBOARDS 
Congratulations to our grade 6 children who raised the funding to be 
able to replace the backboards on the top basketball court. The 
good thing is the grade 6 children will get to use these for the last 6 
months of their school before heading off to high school. 
My thanks to Stuart Cumming (Mrs Cumming’s husband) who came 
up with me to install the boards last Saturday afternoon. 
 
SIGNING IN 
Just a reminder to all parents that if you need to come into the 
school, you do need to sign in at the school office. This is so we 
know who is in the school at all times, especially as we are in a 
bushfire prone area and if we need to evacuate to the hall, we can 
account for every person. Thank you in anticipation for your 
assistance. 



PARENT ISSUES 
On occasions, parents like to ‘take matters into their own hands’ and speak with other parents or 
other children about accidents or things that happen at school. Please note we don’t recommend 
parents question/talk with/reprimand students, other than their own, without specific permission 
(from the other parent) to do so. If parents require information regarding an incident at school 
they should, in the first instance, speak with the relevant teacher and then, if needed, with the 
school leadership. It is much easier for us to investigate incidents and contact the people        
concerned and also less of an emotional encounter. Parents speaking to other parents or other 
children often inflames the situation. 
 
Effective Communication Channels  

Student query/issue = Contact the classroom teacher  
School wide query/issue = Contact Rohan or Di  
Financial - Administration query/issue = Contact Karin, Heather or Anthea at the office.  

 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS (PPD) 
Over the coming weeks and some weeks already gone, teaching staff will be absent from daily 
teaching instruction in the classroom. As part of the Department of Education and Training       
initiatives, from the commencement of the 2018 school year, each teacher is entitled to one day 
per term (four days per year, pro rata for a teacher employed part time) to be released from their 
scheduled duties, including teaching, to focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching 
and learning. 
The work undertaken on these days must be consistent with Departmental and school priorities 
and selected from the following areas: planning, preparation, assessment of student learning,  
collaboration, curriculum development, relevant professional development and peer observation 
including feedback and reflection. Some recent examples of the work undertaken include      
planning days, peer observations and visits to other schools, digital technology learning, student 
assessment, collaborative groupwork and professional learning specific to the learning needs of 
the children in the school. We will endeavour to keep disruptions to minimum during the PPD. 
 
UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES/SMS MESSAGING SERVICE 
A reminder that this term we introduced a new SMS messaging service for parents who have not 
provided a reason for their child being absent. Well done to our parent community who have   
embraced this and reduced the number of SMS messages we have to send out this term. We 
have averaged 10 SMS per day over the last two weeks which is down from 20 per day!        
However, our aim is to have no unexplained absences as each message incurs a fee to the 
school. Please continue to work with us to minimise our expenses in this area and ensure that if 
your child is away that you contact the school, preferably through FlexiBuzz or a call to the office. 
 
CAR PARKING 
Just following on from last week’s piece about the carpark, a reminder that the 
Kinder carpark is not for our use either. We apparently have had people doing the 
right thing in not parking in the Health Centre as requested. This doesn’t mean we 
can go to the Kinder carpark!  
So let’s go through the parking options and I acknowledge that it is not easy but 
with a little walking and patience, we can make it work. If the carpark is full there 
are spaces available for parents to park on Burwood Hwy, in behind the Salvation Army and Bon
–Ton and the church next door. There is also parking behind McDonalds which is only a short 
walk away. There is a small amount of spaces available on McNicol Rd, however, please be 
aware parking inspectors were out and about last year booking cars for being parked in the 
wrong areas. 
Our carpark works extremely well in the afternoon when the pick up bay is not used for parking; 
please only stop in the drop off bay when you see your child waiting there. If you do not see your 
child there, please do another loop.  
It ensures the traffic keeps flowing and leads to much less frustration for all road users.  
Thanks for your assistance. 
  



CUTDOWN ON YOUR HOUSEHOLD PLASTIC WASTE 
The ABC program War on Waste came back on TV last week. The school subscribes to their 
newsletter and War on Waste team provided the following tips to reduce our household plastic 
waste. 
 
What can you do? 
 Change your plastic toothbrush over to bamboo 
 Start a compost for food scraps rather than throwing them in the bin 
 Grab a reusable coffee cup and water bottle pronto #BYOWaterBottle 
 Ditch the plastic bags. Get a dozen reusable bags and keep them by the front door or in the 

boot of the car, that way you can't forget them! #BanTheBag 
 Make sure you're recycling properly by following the three golden rules; clean, dry and  

empty. 
 
These are some really easy and practical suggestions that I know many of you are doing. If not, I 
hope you are able to implement them at home. 
 
GREAT COMMUNITY RAFFLE   
Thanks very much to all of our community who sold or bought tickets in the Great Community 
Raffle. The draw will be held later in the month, hopefully soon one of our community is driving 
around in a flashy new car.  
 
‘HOW WAS SCHOOL TODAY?’  ‘GOOD.’ 
Talking to your child after a busy day at school can feel a little one-sided with the one 
word answers parents sometimes receive (I know I always do!). Here are some questions 
you can ask to get the conversation flowing: 
 

 Tell me the funniest thing that happened to you today. 

 What did you do today that made you proud? 

 Who did you play with today? 

 What games did you play with your friends? 

 What did you learn about that you found interesting? 

 What was the best part about today? 

 What happened today that you wish you could have changed? 

 What did you learn today that you did not know before? 

 What was the most boring thing that happened today? 

 Why are you looking forward to going to school tomorrow? 
 
The conversations you have with your child do not always need to be about school. Just talking 
to your child can help with their language and listening skills. You can discuss what you did that 
day, the plan for dinner or even something interesting you heard on the radio. Sharing family   
stories and histories helps your child build a sense of connection, culture and belonging. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Handed out Student of the Week certificates 
 Listened to the Choir Singing 
 Handed out ICAS certificates in the area of Science 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements  
 
See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
For just over two years Tecoma Primary School has met the requirements of the Child Safety 
Standards, by ensuring all staff, School Councillors and members of our school community who 
volunteer at Tecoma Primary School, sign the Tecoma Primary School Child Safety Code of 
Conduct and hold a Working With Children’s Card (WWCC).  I would personally like to 
thank those people who have given a copy of both of these. 
 
If you have handed us a signed copy of the School’s Child Safety Code of Conduct, then you do 
not need to sign another copy. If you are not sure, please pop in and see me and I’ll check my 
records, as you may have signed one in the past and forgotten all about it.  Forms are available 
from our lovely ladies at the office. 
By asking all members of our school community to do these two things for us, we are able to 
confidently show we have established clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with children 
and that it is enforced by everyone at our school. 
 
If you nominated Tecoma PS as the place you volunteered at, when you renew your WWCC 
card we will receive a copy of your renewed card with your new expiry date.  If not, we will need 
a copy of your new card, when you receive it. 
 
In line with our Child Safety Policy,  we have asked all members of our school community, who 
volunteer in any way at the school, to obtain a current Working With Children’s Card (WWCC) 
and to ensure we have a copy of it here at the school.  These can be obtained at: http://
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ , and it is free for all volunteers.  
 
If you have any questions or are not sure as to what to do, please pop into the office and see  
either Rohan or myself. 
 
We thank you for helping us to ensure our school is compliant with the Child Safe Standards and 
that we still have our fantastic parent helpers being an active part of our school. 
 
Have a great week! 
Regards 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“Safety and security don't just happen.  They are the result of collective consensus and public 
investment. We owe our children, the most vulnerable citizens in our society, a life free of vio-
lence and fear.” 
                                                                                  Nelson Mandela 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/


OFFICE NEWS  
 

ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the 
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence. 
 

TERM 3 LEVIES NOW DUE:  
 
Prep    $17 
Grade 1/2  $35 
Grade 3/4  $30 
Grade 5/6  $22 
 
These can be paid through QKR, direct deposit or at the office. Please make 
sure you pay your child/ren’s term levy prior to their excursion/incursion. 
 
Grade 3/4 & 5/6 Hooptime Notices have been sent home to those students             
participating. Please bring back permission slip and $12 payment by next 
Friday 3rd August. 
 
Many thanks, 
Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 

Catalogues were sent home last week and every order earns rewards for our school!  
All orders include a free gift for your child and will be delivered to the school week             
commencing 20th August. Please order online by Monday 6

th
 August.  The website contains 

thousands of books from previous catalogues, so please use their search field to browse by    
author, series, or keyword.  
Alternatively, view the term 3 catalogue visit www.redgumbookclub.com.au to order. Redgum 
Book Club accepts Paypal, and credit card. 
  
Redgum Book Club supports Australian authors, illustrators and publishers to provide 
books specifically relevant to our Southern Hemisphere and keep our Australian children’s 
book industry strong.  
 
Many thanks to those families that have already placed orders this term and previously,  our   
library continues to grow with all the new books we have been able to choose. 
 
Jennie T - Librarian 
 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=5zflhqch6pc45kJZ8EiMwhiK7r5o9IMnL8QyoRxZGUBuYBUvBvjVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.redgumbookclub.com.au
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=5zflhqch6pc45kJZ8EiMwhiK7r5o9IMnL8QyoRxZGUBuYBUvBvjVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.redgumbookclub.com.au
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=5zflhqch6pc45kJZ8EiMwhiK7r5o9IMnL8QyoRxZGUBuYBUvBvjVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.redgumbookclub.com.au


STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep C Henry J Henry has been working so hard in our SMART spelling lessons. This 

week he set himself a challenge and wrote our word of the week ‘yes’ 
ten times! Well done Henry. 

Prep K Nate T Thank you for being such a wonderful caring friend to all of us in the 
Prep room Nate. You always offer to help others out and have the 

most beautiful manners, respecting all your teachers and peers.      
What a great role model you are! :-) 

Prep W Ruby V Ruby has been putting a lot of effort into her reading this term. She 
has been working super hard to sound out words and figure out what 

they say. Your hard work is awesome Ruby, keep it up!  

Prep Y Alex T Alex, it has been so wonderful to watch you develop in your writing, in 
applying the strategies that we have been discussing in class. You have 
embraced your sky, grass, ground writing book, increasing your letter 

construction accuracy, and placement of letters within the correct 
lines. You have also built upon your finger spacing between words, 

making your sentences really easy to understand! This has achieved one 
of the goals that you set for yourself .Well done! 

1P Austin L For how hard Austin has been trying to improve his handwriting by 
placing the letters correctly on the lines and remembering to decrease 
the size of his work. He is also trying to keep the presentation of his 

bookwork attractive and neater. Well done Austin! 

1V Kali C For being a cooperative member of the class who always tries hard and 
works well. Congratulations on reading 110 nights at home this year 

already. Keep aiming high Kali! 

2L Amaya H-S Amaya is a valued member of the class who listens intently to 
instructions, works hard and achieves very pleasing results. She is loving 
our current topic ‘Then, Now and When’ asking many questions about 

the past. I love your enthusiasm Amaya.  
Keep up the good work! 

3GN Max L Max has accepted the challenge of reading a really complex novel. He is 
a very good reader and quite capable of taking the next step up,...he 

just needed a little bit of encouragement. Good on you Max for 
moving out of your comfort zone!  

3M Caitlin B Caitlin possesses such a marvellous attitude to learning. She ensures she 
displays her personal best in everything that she does and she 

absolutely loves sharing her thoughts and ideas with the class. You are a 
much valued class member Caitlin. Well done! 

4D Sophia T-T For working cooperatively and productively with her group to 
successfully make tracks and use the OZOBOTS.  

Congratulations Sophia. 



GRADE NAME REASON 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

4D Xavier D For successfully creating a number of different tracks for his OZOBOT. 
Xavier used a variety of tracks, speeds and tricks for his OZOBOT to 

perform. Congratulations Xavier.   

4V All Students 
in 4V 

For your amazing monster recipe models! 4V, you put so much effort 
into creating a pretend version of your weird and wacky recipes from 
all sorts of materials. Your designs were all so unique, imaginative and 

creatively made. Fantastic work, 4V! 
5G Indi F Indi has demonstrated a growth mindset this week when working with 

fractions. She has found the concept difficult to grasp but has never 
given up on trying different strategies. Indi was not afraid to ask for 
help during our maths lessons and she took each bit of feedback and 
used it to broaden her understanding. I am very proud of Indi’s hard 

work and am happy to say that this persistence has helped her reach her 
weekly goal of placing fractions accurately on a number line.     

Fantastic efforts Indi! 
6F Angus P Angus was such a pleasure to take to the Immigration Museum and on 

an informative immigration walk around the city of Melbourne last 
week. He gained knowledge on many different aspects of Melbourne’s 
history, showed genuine interest throughout our sojourn through the 

city and was an excellent role model for Tecoma Primary School. 
Thank you Angus! 

6M Ryan W Ryan has been committed to his Leadership role of Science Captain. He 
is enthusiastic about the choice of  science activity, thinking carefully 
about the 1/2 students. Ryan has enjoyed this responsibility and has 
taken on feedback each week, keen to be the best leader he can be. 
Ryan always helps the 1/2 students and his fellow leadership team.  

Well done Ryan!  

AFL MIXED FOOTY 

On Wednesday 25th July Tecoma Primary School’s AFL mixed team              
participated in the Division Winter Sports Finals at Batterham    
Reserve, Boronia.  

Alongside five other teams, Tecoma participated in 5 AFL games throughout 
the day. Tecoma unfortunately lost their first game to Ferny Creek, however, 
then went on to win the next 4 against, Selby, Emerald, The Patch and St 
Thomas Moores. The team improved throughout the day, listening to the 
coaching advice and support from Rowan Little, showing great team spirit. 
Ferny Creek were the overall winners, with Tecoma coming in a close 2nd. Well 
done to all the students who participated and thank you to Rowan Little for 
being an amazing coach and all the parents who helped and supported the 
team.  












