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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

DATES TO
REMEMBER
APRIL
Wed 18th - Fri 20th
Grade 3/4 Camp Ferngully Lodge
Friday 20th
Classroom Helper’s
Course - session 3
Wednesday 25th
ANZAC DAY
Public Holiday
Thursday 26th
WHOLE SCHOOL
CROSS COUNTRY
Friday 27th
Advanced Public
Speaking - Year 6’s/
Classroom Helper’s
Course - session 4

MAY
Tuesday 1st
Prep 2019 Information
Evening - 7pm
Wednesday 2nd
NEVR Choir - Full Day
Rehearsal
(participating students)

WELCOME BACK
Welcome back to Term 2 everyone. I
hope you all had a safe and pleasant
break, or at least had more time as a
family, as I understand many people still
need to work through.
I can’t remember better weather for the
first term holidays than what we have just
experienced with it being unseasonably warm so there is no reason
why the children should not have been able to get out and enjoy the
great outdoors, whether it was away on holidays or out in the
backyard or in the park with their friends.
I popped in a few times during the break and it was great to see so
many people using the yard. The vandals appear to have left us
alone with only a bit of rubbish to clean up before the children
resumed. Unfortunately, a bright spark decided to set fire to our
recycle bin near the grade 3-6 playground on the middle Saturday
which required CFA intervention.
With Easter being at the beginning of the holidays, I hope the
children were gluttonous in their Easter egg eating and have
exhausted their supply before they returned to their classes!
We are really looking forward to the second term of the year after
such a great start in Term 1. A reminder that this term is 11 weeks,
so it is longer than Term 1 and ends on Friday 29th June.
There is much planned for the children to do and learn about this
term as we begin our whole school focus on SUSTAINABILITY.
Term 2 promises to be busy and exciting for everyone at TPS,
including NAPLAN, Education Week, Anzac Day services,
Grandparents Day, Cross Country, ICAS entries, Advanced
Presentation Skills and HMAS Castlemaine service for the grade 6
children and many other exciting activities.
I encourage all parents to put ten minutes aside each week to read
the School Newsletter, stay informed and get involved in events and
learning programs whenever possible.
There is always a lot for the children to participate in and engage
with at our school. Staff look forward to a very busy and rewarding
term for the children.

ANZAC DAY
For ANZAC Day, we will be conducting a whole school ANZAC DAY assembly on Tuesday, April
24th from 9.00 –9.30am. Our children will be leading this very important assembly as we
recognise and learn about the importance of ANZAC DAY. We encourage community members
to attend this special assembly. Any children or community members that would like to lay a
wreath or flowers at the base of our flagpole are invited to do so during this service.
Yesterday, our School Grade 6 Leaders and our choir, together with many schools in the local
area, attended a service at the plaques based at the Thousand Steps in Ferntree Gully, which
acknowledged the efforts of the 2/14th, 2/16th, 2/27th and 39th battalions along the Kokoda track.
On behalf of the school, our leaders placed a wreath at the plaques.
We then went back up to the Upwey RSL where we had lunch and were given a terrific tour of
the RSL’s museum by the volunteers who put in countless voluntary hours. If you get a chance,
make sure you take your family along to the museum, it’s a hidden gem.
Just as an aside, if you are interested in having a meal out this weekend and want to support a
good cause, the RSL has a Pre ANZAC Day dinner – 21st April, at 6.30pm with a delicious formal
4 course meal, canapes & sparkling wine on arrival and a commemorative gift to take home. A
tribute to those who served in the First World War and on the Western Front. $67pp. Book on
Trybooking.com.au or at the sub branch.
TEACHING OUR CHILDREN ABOUT ANZAC DAY
There are many ways that parents can get their children involved in the ANZAC Day experience
and enable them to gain an understanding of the important place Anzac holds in Australia’s
history. Firstly, historical knowledge is important and there are many high quality, child friendly
accounts of the ANZAC story, and the ANZAC characteristics that resonate with Australians.
Many of these books are available at local libraries; they are also available through the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs free of charge. These books make it clear that ANZAC Day is
not an event glorifying war, but exactly the opposite. It is a time of reflection and remembrance.
Endurance, resourcefulness, courage, teamwork, loyalty and mateship are key attributes. These
are virtues to be encouraged and emulated at any time and are a part of our national story we
can focus on around ANZAC Day.
There is also, of course, the experience of taking your children to a Dawn Service March or other
commemorative activities on ANZAC Day. All this will be more meaningful and educational if
some of the previous reading and discussion has occurred. In any event, the questions that come
from watching a march, studying a war memorial or experiencing the emotional stillness of the
minutes silence and bugle call are opportunities to talk about the impact of war on Australia and
the significance of the ANZAC Story.
TRANSITIONING FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL TO SECONDARY SCHOOL
On Tuesday night , we had a great number of parents attending out transition information
evening, run by our grade 6 teacher, Lisa Hoskins-Faul and Liz Lynch, the year 7 coordinator at
Upwey HS. They took us through the departmental procedures for securing a place in your local
secondary school and also if you were looking at a non government school. Liz then spoke about
what Upwey does to support children in their secondary journey which was applicable to what
many secondary schools do.
It’s a big decision. Starting secondary school is one of the biggest steps in your child's life. As
there are a variety of options for your child's secondary education; choose a school to suit your
child's needs.
Based on DET document: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/secondary
You may want to make a list of things that are important to you and your child or visit the schools
you are interested in; they welcome enquiries and will organise a time to visit.

Making your choice:

An important step is to involve your child in deciding which secondary school they will go to.
The following questions may assist you as you consider which secondary school will best benefit
your child.
















Will the school cater for your child’s needs and interests?
How does the school support children with additional needs?
How important is it that your child knows other children at the school?
Does your family have a connection to a particular school?
Do you have older children already attending a secondary school? If so, will your child
benefit from going to the same school as their brother or sister?
How far do you want your child to travel each day?
Are any schools close to home and/or your work suitable for your child?
What extra curricula activities does the school offer?
Does the school offer scholarships?
Is the school welcoming? – You’ll know this as soon as you walk in the door.
Do you agree with, or at least like, the way the school approaches teaching their students?
Does the school’s policy on homework and discipline reflect your own values and
expectations?
What is the school's approach to dealing with bullying?
What educational programs are offered?
Does the school specialise in any particular area?

Finding out about a school will give you a better understanding of how comfortable your child
might be there. You can start by visiting a school's website or attending a parent information
session or open day. Principals or other school staff can also provide tours, classroom visits and
information about their school. Most schools welcome enquiries and will organise a time for you
and your child to visit.
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (NAPLAN)
The next round of the annual National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) tests will be conducted in May 2018. The NAPLAN tests will involve all students in
years 3, 5, 7 and 9 from all states and territories across Government, Catholic and Independent
Schools. The NAPLAN tests will be conducted on Tuesday May 15, Wednesday May 16 and
Thursday May 17.
As mentioned, data from this test is used to make public judgements on a schools performance
via the MYSCHOOLS website. We do however get a very good picture internally of how our
children are performing and assist in both planning and then reporting of student performance
along with many other forms of assessment teachers carry out.

Tuesday 15 May
2018

YEAR 3 Language conventions
40 minutes

Wednesday 16 May
2018

Thursday 17 May
2018

Reading
45 minutes

Numeracy
45 minutes

Reading
50 minutes

Numeracy
50 minutes

Writing
40 minutes

YEAR 5 Language conventions
40 minutes
Writing
40 minutes

NAPLAN assesses skills in Literacy and Numeracy that are developed over time, through the
school curriculum. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type test, but rather shows how students are
progressing in Numeracy and Literacy skills against national standards for all Australia children.
It also provides valuable information that allows schools and governments to better target effort
and support to help all students achieve their potential and acquire the basic skills to help them
build successful and happy lives.
All students (in Years 3 & 5) are expected to participate in these tests. Students with disability
may qualify for reasonable adjustments that reflect the support normally provided to them in the
classroom. Some students with very specific circumstances may be exempted from participating in
the tests. For information about participation in NAPLAN, you can go to: http://www.nap.edu.au/
naplan/parent-carer-support.html
NAPLAN tests fundamental skills rather than specific content, and as such is not a test for which
students can study or drill. The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to let
them know that NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and to urge them to simply do
the best they can on the day.
An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year. Parents can use
this information to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern.
Parents may also wish to use their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers. More
information is available at www.naplan.edu.au
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE:
Please keep your requests for a user name and password for the Premier’s
Reading Challenge coming in. Once we have received it, you will receive the
required information.
The Challenge encourages students to develop a lifelong love of reading as
well as developing important literacy skills. Students in Prep to Year 2 are
challenged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books and students in Years 3 to 6 are
challenged to read 15 books. If children are just learning to read, you can
help them to ‘experience’ books by reading to, or with, them and talking
about the story, text and pictures.
For more information about the Challenge, visit the website at
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/
ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY
All of our senior students (Years 4, 5 & 6) will be asked to complete a survey in the coming
weeks regarding how they see their life at school: their studies, their relationships with their
teacher/s, their peers and how safe they feel. This survey is completed by senior students across
the state between May 7 and May 25 to determine key areas for schools to focus upon and
improve in. Your child will complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose built
secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child.
Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, or after
completion of the survey.
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an
assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All
responses to the survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will
not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s
responses is protected at all times. How our students feel at school and how engaged they are in
their work is extremely important to us at school and is analysed by both staff and School
Council.
In order to maintain consistency across the school, Mrs Double and I administer this online
questionnaire to the children and results will be presented to the school community once they
have been analysed and returned by the Department of Education and Training.

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE:





Welcomed everyone back to the school for another term
Wished the grade 6 children well for the 1000 Steps ANZAC service on Wednesday
Wished the grade 3/4 campers well for their camp at Ferngully Lodge at Healesville
Congratulated our Chess Club winners on their achievements in term 1.

See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

COUNTRY WOMENS ASSOCIATION OF BELGRAVE - OPEN DAY
WHAT: Open Day of Belgrave branch of the CWA

WHEN:

Saturday, 5th May, 2018 from 10 am

WHERE: CWA Hall, 1596 Burwood Highway, Belgrave opposite side of
Wattle Ave
Handmade craft items for sale, children’s stall, light refreshments available.
Call in & meet our friendly members. We work quietly behind the scenes supporting worthwhile
causes within YOUR Community.
Interested in Craft? We meet at 10am on 2nd Wednesday in the month at above hall. Branch
meetings 4th Wednesday.
Enquiries Kathy 9725 8836

NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE
HEAD LICE
The weather does appear to be all over the place at the moment…rain, drizzle and the bitter
cold, followed by lovely warm days of 24 – 25ºC. These changes are perfect breeding weather
for head lice. Please take the time to check your child’s hair and if there are any eggs or nits can
you please check on our school website as to how to treat them. Don’t forget, one treatment is
not enough; you also need to comb the eggs out and retreat a week later – as per the
instructions on any head lice treatment you will buy.
ANZAC DAY CEREMONY
I would like to invite you all to join us for our ANZAC Ceremony, which will be run by our School
Leaders next Tuesday, 24th April, at 9:00am. You and your children are invited to bring flowers
to place by the flag, during the ceremony.
HMAS CASTLEMAINE
As part of the RSL’s involvement with schools, in 2006 Tecoma Primary School adopted a World
War II Battleship; the HMAS Castlemaine. HMAS Castlemaine is one of the sixty Australian-built
Bathurst Class corvettes to serve throughout World War II, and is the last such vessel still afloat;
having been restored by volunteers over the last four decades.
HMAS Castlemaine is open to the public on weekends, public holidays and by arrangement.
Visitors can see how crews lived and worked during the war years, witness the original main
engines turning over, and view a wide range of artefacts documenting Australian maritime
history.
Every year our students have been invited to take part in a commemorative service at the Shrine
of Remembrance. Initially, before we introduced our Year 6 Leadership program, the school
Captains would travel in to The Shrine and take part in this ceremony.
For the last few years all our year 6 Leaders have had the opportunity to take part in this
extremely moving and educational experience. Our Year 6 students travel into the city by train
and take part in the commemorative service at The Shrine of Remembrance.
After the service the students are given a personal tour of The Shrine, before making their way
over to Williamstown to meet volunteers from the Maritime Trust, who take them on a guided tour
of the HMAS Castlemaine, which is now a docked at Gem Pier, in the heart of Williamstown.
Our year 6 students will be heading into town for this event on Friday, 4th May.
If you are ever down in Williamstown, make sure you check and see if the HMAS Castlemaine is
open for a tour.

Have a great week.
Regards
Di Double
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
Laurence Binyon

This year, through BRAVE HQ, we are able to provide the services of a
psychologist to work at the school, providing on-site bulk billed counselling
services to our students.
This service is confidential and offered to all students.
Possible reasons to access this service for your child are:


Behavioural concerns, both at school and at home



Emotional problems such as anxiety, grief, depression, low self-esteem



School refusal



Family issues, such as separation/divorce, parenting difficulties,
parent-child or sibling relationships



Peer and social issues including bullying, peer relationships and social
skills



Developmental and academic concerns where appropriate.

To find out more about this service please pop in and see Di Double.

UNIFORM SHOP
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following
days:
Tuesday Morning

8:45am to 9:15am

Wednesday Afternoon

3:15pm to 3:45pm

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS
Drums/Singing/Other Instruments
Jordan Scotney
0408 881 395
Guitar
Juan Aravena

0402 688 836

Piano
Amanda Collins

0478 166 709

Violin
Lore Burns

0431 224 262

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep C

Emily J

Emily did a wonderful piece of holiday writing. She used her knowledge
of sounds to spell unfamiliar words and correctly spelt her Golden
Words. She wrote ‘I heard the sea’. Well done Emily!

Prep K

Jacob W

Thank you for being such a super star helper in our classroom Jacob.
I love how you always offer to help without being asked and how eager
you are to assist others. Keep it up Jacob! :-)

Prep W

Raina G

Raina completed an excellent piece of writing in class this week. It was
the first piece of writing the Prep students have completed and
although she found it challenging at first she persisted and was really
impressed with herself in the end! Amazing work Raina, well done!

Prep Y

Isla F

Isla wrote an excellent piece of writing about her school holidays. She
used words that she found around the room and used her knowledge
of sounds and letters to complete her writing. Well done Isla,
keep up the great work!

1R

Kade L

1R

Mya C

1V

Quinn H

1V

Quilla F

Kade always shows respect towards himself, his classmates and his
teachers. He is a great role model to others, has beautiful listening
skills, fabulous manners and is always willing to help others when in
need. Thank you Kade for being such a kind and respectful
member of our class.
Mya has had a fantastic start to Term Two. She has found her voice in
the classroom, is contributing to all classroom discussions and is keen
to share her ideas and thoughts. It is so great to see your confidence
grow Mya, keep up the great work!
For achieving 50 nights of home reading!
Congratulations Quinn! It’s wonderful to see you enjoy books so
much, you continued to spend some time reading during your
holidays. Fabulous work!
For writing a wonderful holiday recount with a sizzling start.
Quilla, your introduction began with the use of onomatopoeia and
also included a question.

“Jingle, jingle, jingle, went something in the night. I woke up. What
was it?”

2L

Sebastian K

2M

Oliver E

What a great picture you paint with your words! Well done!
I am so proud of Sebastian’s amazing achievements in term 1.
He has worked hard towards his goals and even surprised himself when
he got fantastic spelling results and moved up 4 reading levels.
Keep believing in yourself Seb! Your hard work is paying off.
Oliver has started the term working really hard on doing his best in his
learning. He is starting to use some wonderful phrasing and language
in his writing. For example, words such as “destroyed” and “My eyes
were glued to the screen” have been used when describing his
holiday movie experience.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

3M

Bailey S

4D

Naomi C

Bailey possesses such a positive attitude to learning. He always listens
carefully to advice, he is keen to make improvements to his work and
he displays his personal best in every task he undertakes. You are a
wonderful learner Bailey, well done!
For being an enthusiastic and conscientious member of our class.
Naomi contributed a variety of ideas to our class discussion about our
writing expectations. Congratulations Naomi.

4D

Charlotte B

4V

Caitlin W

JAPANESE

Kyla D

Charlotte has settled back into the routine of school successfully.
Without being asked, she went about the business of the day and set a
wonderful example to the students around her.
Congratulations Charlotte.
For always going above and beyond when helping to clean up. Caitlin,
you are always so helpful and will pick up as many pieces of rubbish as
you can, even more than what is asked. Thank you for keeping our
classroom and school tidy, and for being a great role model to others!
Kyla-san (Miss. Kyla) has been welcoming new challenges and
extending her Japanese skills in and outside her Japanese class.
In every lesson she has a new or well-practised phrase to show!
よくできました！(Yo-ku de-ki-ma-shi-ta ! : Well done!)

OFFICE NEWS





Any parent that has a health care card or pension
card, you are entitled to the Camp, Sports and
Excursion Fund for your child/ren. CSEF Forms
can be collected from the school office.
Term 2 Levies will be going out soon. Please look out for these.
Student Information Amendments will be going out this Term. If
you have changed jobs, phone numbers or moved house,
please let us know.

Enjoy your holidays,
Karin, Heather & Anthea
The Office Gals
CONGRATULATIONS TO SHELLEY AND JESSE SMITH ON THE
ARRIVAL OF THEIR BEAUTIFUL BABY GIRL

HADLEY WILLOW

8lb 4oz

